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Whil St a black piece of Flegme, that laies about 
Dull menaces, and terrifies the rout 
And Cajoles it with all its peevish strength 
Pitioasly stret(^ d and botch d up into length, 

Whil St the tir d rabble sleepily obey « 

Such opiate talk, and snore away the day 
By all his noise as much their mindes relecves. 

As catterwalling of wilde cats frights theeves 
But Rabelais was another 1;hmg, a man 
Made up of all that Art and Nat^e can 
Forme from a fiery Genius, he wfs one 
Whose soul so universally was throwne i 

Through all the Arts of life, who understood 
Each stratagem by which wefttray from good 
So that he best might solid vertue teach, 

As^some gainst smites of their own bosome* preach 
He from wise choice did the true meanes preferre, 

In the fooles coat acting th’ Philosopher 
Thus hoary Esop s beasts did mildly tame 
Fierce man, and moralize him into shame , 

Thus brf^ Romances, while they seeme to lay 
Great trames of lust, Platonm love display , 

Thus would old Sparta, if a seldome chance 

Shew’d a drunk slaj^e* teach children Ifemperance , < 

Thus did the later Poets nobly bring , 

The scene to height, making the foole the'King 
And, noble Sir, you vigorously have trod 
In this hard path, unknown, un anderstood 
By Its own countreymen, tis yoij appeare 
Our full enjoyment which w§s our despaire, • 

Scattering his mists, cheering his C^nick frowns, 

(For radiant brightnesse now dark Rabelass ciownes,) 
Leaving your brave Heroick cares, which must • 

Make better mankinde and embalme your dust, 

So undeceiving us thasHow we see * 

All wit in Gascone and iffCromartie, • 

Besides that Rabelais is conveigh d to us. 

And that our Scotland is not barbarous 

J DE LA SALLE 
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RABLOPHILA 

THE FIRST DECADt 
The Commendation 

• Musa i canas nostrorim in*testimonium Amorum, 
Et GARGAN lUEAS perpStuato iaces 
Utque homini lalt rest tet nobihs ECCHO 
Quicquid Fama camt, PANTAGRUELIS ent* 


THE ‘argument 

Here I intAid mysteriously to sing 
With a pen pluck d from r<mn?s own w ing 
OtGargantUa that learn d Breech wiping King 


DECADE' THE FIRST * 

I 

Help me, pApitious STARRES , a mighty bla t 
^numm s me 1 I must sound the -praise 
Of him hath turn d thi» crabbed work in such heroick pnrase 

• * XI 

• 

What wit wftuld not court martyrdom to hold 
Upon his head a Laurel of goldy 
Where for each nch conceit a Pumpton-pearle ts told 

HI 

And such a one is this, Art s Master piece, 

A thing ne re equal d by old Greece 
A thing ne re njatch 5 as yet, a real Golden fleece 

.IV 

Vice is a souldier fights against niankinde 
Which yo^ m&y look but never finde 
For ’tis an envious thing, with cunning interim a 
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V 

And thus he rail at dnnktng all before 
And for lewd women does be whore um, 

And bnngs their painted jaces and black patches to th’ Quorum 

n f 

To drink he was a furious enemy f 
Contented with a SIX PENY — ■ 

(With Diamond hatband, silver spurs, six horses ) PYE — 

VII 

And for Tobacco’s pate rounding smoke, 

Much had he said and much more spoke, ■■ 

But twas not then found out, so the designe was hoke 

VIII 0 

Muse I Fancy T Faith / come now unsecoloud, 

Assembled in a blew veyn d cloud. 

And this tall mfant m Angeltck armes now slfreud *■ 


IX 


To praise it further I would now be^ , 

Were t now a thorough fatre and hpne, 

It harbours vice, though ’t be to catch it in a gtme 


Therefore, my Muse, draw up thy flowing saile, ' 

And acclamate a gentle HAILE 
With all thy Art and Metaphors, which must prevail 


Jam prima Occam pars est prceterita nost/i 
Impanbus restat danda secunda tnodis 
Quam si proestitent neentem Daemon malus addam, 
r Cum sapiens totus prodtent RABELAIS 


MALEVOLUS, 
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RABELAIS TO THE RBASeR 

Good fnencj^, my Readers, who peiuSe this Book, 
Be not offended, whil st on it ^au look 
T)enude»}'eur selves of all depr-av d affection, 

For it contunes no badnesse, nor infection 
'Tis true that it brings forth to you no birth 
Of any value, but in point of mirth , 

Thinking therefore how sorrow might your mindo 
Consume, I could no apter subject finde , 

One inch of Joy surmounts of grief a span , 
Because to laugh is properjlo the man 
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THE AUTHORS PROLOGUE TO THE 
FIRST BOOK 

Most Noble and Illustpous Drinkers, and you thrice precious Pockified 
blades, (for to you, and none»e^se do I dedicate'hi} writings) Aloibiades 
in that Dialogue of Plato s, \^uch is entituled The ^anqnet, v},hil st he was 
setting forth the praises of his Schoolmaster Socrates''(without all question 
the Prince of Philosophers) amongst other discourses to that purpose said, 
that he resembled the Silencs Silenes of old were little boxes, like those 
we now may see in the shops of Apothecaries, painted on the outside with 
wanton toyish figures, as Haqijes, Satyrs, budled Gees®, horned Hares 
saddled Ducks, flj mg Goats, Thiller Harts, andLother suchlike counterfcted 
pictures at discretion, to excite people unto laughter, as Silenus himself 
who was the foster father of gdbd Bacchus, was wont to do , but within 
those capricious casl^ets weie carefully preserved and kept many rich 
jewels, and fine drugs, such as'l^alme, Ambefgreece, Amamon, Musk, 
Civet, with several kmdes of preciius stones, and other things of great 
pnee Just such another thing was Socrates for to hav e ej cd his outside, 
and esteemed of him by his exterior appeal ance, you would not have given 
the peel of an Oinion for him, so deformed he was in body, and ridiculous 
in his gesture he had a shaip pointed nose, with the look of a Bull, and 
countenance of a foole he was in his carnage S'‘mple, boorish in his 
apparel, m fortune poore, jjnhappy in his wives, unfit for alf offices in the 
Common wealth, alwayes laughing, t'pling, and merrily carousing to 
evei^; one, with continual gybes and"]eeres, the better by»those meanes to 
conceale his divme knowledge now openmg this boxe you would have 
found within It a heavenly and inestimable drug, a more than humane 
undei standing, an admurable vertup, ma,tchlesse learning, invincible 
6 
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courage, unimitable sobriety, certaine contentment of minde, perfect 
, assurance, and an iivsredible misregard of all that, for which men,copi .. 
monly do so much watch, run, saile, fight, travel, toyle and J;urmoile 
themselves ^ 

Whereunto (in your opinion) doth this little flourish of a preamble 
teqd ? For so much as you, my good disciples, and some other jolly 
foole®of ease and leasure, reading the pleasant titles of some books of our 
inverftion, a^ Gargantua, Panttgruel, Wliippot, the dignity of Cod 
peeces, of Pease and Bacon with a Commentary, etc , are too ready to 
judge, that there is nothing R them but jests, mockeries, lascivious dis 
course, and recreative lies , because the outside (which is the title) is 
usually (without any farther enquiry) entertained with scoffing and 
derision but truly it is very urjseseeming to make so slight account of 
the works of men, seeing your selves avouch that it is not the habit makes 
the Mopk, many being Monasterially accoutred, who inwardly are nothing 
lesse then monachal, and that there are of those that wear^ Spanisu caps, 
■^who have but little of the valour of Spaniards in them Therefore is it, 
that you* must open the book, and seriously consider of the nyitter treated 
in it, then shall you finde that it containeth things of farre higher \alue 
— th^in the boxe did promise , that is to say, that the.siibyect thereof is not 
so foolish, as by the Title at the fiist sight it would appear to be 

And put the case that m the literal sense you meet with purposes merry 
and solacious enough, «and consequentfy^very correspondent to their 
• inscripfionsj^et must not you stop there as at the melody of the charming 
Syjipns, but OTdeavoBi*to mteipret that in a subhmer sense, which possibly 
you intended to have spoken in the jollitie of your heart , did you ever 
pick the lock of a cupboard to steal a bottle of wine out of it ? Tell me 
truly, and if you dfd call to minde the countenance which then you had ? 
or, did you ever,see a Dog \?ith a marrow bone in his mouth, (the beast 
of all other, saies Plato, hb. 2, de Repubhca, the most Philosophical) if you 
have seene him, youpiight have remarked with what devotion and circum- 
spectnesse l^e wards and watcheth it , iwth what care he keeps it how 
fervently he holds it how prudently he gobbets it with what affection 
he brea^ It and with what diligence he sucks it to what end all this ? 
what moveth him to take all thesiv pames ? what art the hopes of his 
labour ? what doth he expect to reap theieby ? nothing but a little 
marrow True it is, that this little is more ravoury and delicious than the 
great quantities of other sorts of meat, because the marrow (as Galen 
testifieth, 3 facult nai aijd ii, de usu partium) is a nourishment most 
perfectly elaboured by nature 

In imitatwn of this Dog, it becomes you so be wise, to smell, fecle and 
have m estimation these fame goodly books, stuffed with high conceptions, 
which though sqpmingly easie in the^iursuit, are m the cope and encqjmter 
somewhat difficult , and then like him you must, by a sedulous LecCure, 
and frequent meditation, break the bone, and suck out the marrow , that 
IS, my allegorical seftse, or the things I to my self propose to Jae signified 
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by these Pythagoncal Sjrobols, with assured hope^ that in so doing, you 
w;ll at last attaine to be both well adtised and valnnt by the reading of 
‘'them ipr m thf perusal of this Treatise, you shall finde another kmde 
of taste, and a doctrine of a more profound and aljstruse consideration, 
which will disclose unto you the most glorious Sacraments, and dreadful 
in}steries, as well in what concemeth your Religion, as matters of the 
pubhke State, and Life ceconomical 

Do you bcleeve upon your conscierce, that Homer whilst he ^as a 
couching his Iliads and Odysses, had any thought upon those Allegories, 
which Ilutarch, Heraclides Ponticus, FrisWms, Cornutus squcesed out 
of him, and which Politian filched againe from them if you trust it with 
neither hand nor foot do you come neare to my opinion, which judgelh 
them to ha\e beene little dreamed off by Homer, as the Gospel sacra 
ments were by Ovid in is Meiamorf hosts, though a cei tame gulligut Fryer 
and true bacon picker would have undertal en to pr^ve it, if perhaps he 
had met witW as very fools as himself, (and as the Proverb sales) a lid 
worthy of such a kettle if you giw no credit thereto, why do not you the ~ 
same in tliase jovial new chronicles of mine , albeit when I did dictate 
them, I thought upon no more then you, who possibly were drinking (the 
whil st) as I WES', for in the composing of this lordlj book, I never 
nor bestowed any mfire, nor any other^tune then what was appointed to 
serve me for taking of my bodily refection, that is, whd st I was eating and 
drinking And indeed^that i 5 ,Jlie fittest, and most proper hour, j\ herein 
to wiite these high matters and deep Sciences as Homer knew \ ery well, 
the Paragon of all Philologues, and Ennius, the Eat'nrr of thetatine Ppets 
(as Horace calls him) although a certain sneaking jobernol alledged that 
his Verses smelled more of the wine than oile 

So saith a Turlupin or a new start up grub of my books, but a turd 
for him The fragrant odour of the wine , 0 how mqfh more dainty 
pleasant, laughing, celestial and delicious it then that smell of oile 1 
And I will glory as;nuch when it is said of me, that J have spent more on 
wine then oile, as did Demosthenes, when it was told him, tliaf his expense 
on oile was greater than on wme , I truly hold it for an honour and praise 
to be called and repuced a Frohsk Gualter, and ft Robin goodfellow , for 
under this name am I welcome in all, choise companies of P|ntagruelists 
It was upbraided to Demosthenes by an envious surly knave, that his 
Orations did smell like the sarpler or wrapper of a foul and filthy oile 
vessel , for this cause interpret you all my deeds and sayings in the per 
fectest sense , reverence the cheese like brain that feeds you with these 
faire billevezees, and trifling jollities, and do what Irs m you to keep me 
alw ayes merry Be frolic now my lads, cheer up vour hearts, and joy 
fully read the rest, with all xhe ease of yqur body and profit of your reines , 
but hearken joltheads, you viedazes# or dickens take yp, remember to 
drink a healdi to me for the like favour again, and I will pledge you 
instantly, Tout aresmeiys 
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CHAP.TER I 

Of the Genealogy and Antiqy.ity of Garganiua 

r MUST referre you J'o the great Chromcle of Pantigruel for the 
knowledge of that Genealogy and Antiquity of race by which 
Gargantua is come unto us , in it you may undei stand moie at 
large how the Giants were born m thus woild, and how fiom 
tliem by a diiecthne issued*Gaigantua the fathei of Pantagmel 
and do not take it ill, if f^i this time I passe by it, although the 
subject be such, that the oftener it weie remembered, the moie 
it would please your woishipfull Senmiias , according to which 
you have the authority of Plato m Philebo and Goigias , and of 
Flaccus, who saies that there are soihe kindes of pui poses (such 
as these are without doubt) which the frequenther they be 
repeated, still prove the more delectable 

Would to God every one had as certame knowledge of his 
Genealogy since the time of the Aike of Noah until this age I 
think many are at this dhy Emperouis, Kings, Dukes, Piinces, 
and Popes oa the earth, whose extraction is fiom some porters, 
and pardon pedlars as on th^ con ti ary? many are now poor 
M andring beggars, wretched and,miserable, who are descended 
of the blood and lineage of great Kings and Emperouw, 
occasioned (as I cOTceive it) by the transport and revolution of 
Kingdomes and Empires,, frqqi the Assyrians to thq Sledes 

II 
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from the Medes to the Peisians from the Persians to the Mace 
jJoijians, iiom the Macedonians to the .Romans, from the^ 
Romjins to the Greeks, horn the Gieel s to the Frendi, etc 

And to give yorf some hint concermng jay self, who speaks 
unto jou, I cannot think but I am come of the race of some rich 
King or Prince in former times, for never yet saw you any man 
that had a greater desire to be a Kmg, and to iiclp^then I 
have and that onely that I ma/ make good cheai do nothing 
nor c ire for any thing and plentifuHy eniich my fiiends and all 
honest and learned men but heiein do I comfort myself, that 
in the othei woild I shall be so, yea and greater too then at this 
picsent I dale wisji as for you,,with the same or a better con 
ccit consolate your selves m your distiesscs and dunk fiesh 
if you can come by it » 

lo retilrne to our weatheis I say, that by the soveieign gift 
of heaven the Antiquity ani* Genealogy of Gaigantua hath been 
reseivedior our use moie full and peifcct then any other except 
that of the Messias, v hereof I mean not to speak , for it belongs ^ 
not unto my^pti|pose, and the ^evils (that is to say) the 
accusers and dissembled gospelleis will therein oppose me 
This Genealogy -was found by John Andiew m a meadow, 
which he had near the ime arch, undef the Olive tre^ as j ou 
go to Mai say where, as he was malung «"vst up some ditchel, 
the diggers with their mattoclos stiuck against a great bfazen 
tomb and unmeasurably long foi they could never finde the 
end theieof, by reason that it entered too farre withm the 
Sliices of Vienne , opening this Tomb m a certam place thereof, 
sealed on the top with the mark of a goblet, about which was 
written m Hetjuiian letters II IC BIBIJ'UR they found 
nine Flaggons set in sueh oidei as they use to ranke their 
kyles m Gasconie of which that -which was placed in the middle, 
had under it a big, fat, great, gray, pietty, smoll, mouldy, little 
pamplilet, smelling stiongei but no better than roses In that 
book the said Genealogy was found written all at length, m a 
Chancery hand, not m paper, not m parchment, nor in wax but 
m the bark of an elme tree, yet so worne -with the long tract of 
time, that hardly could tree letters together be there perfectly 
discerned 

I (though unworiiiiy) was sejit for thither, and -with much 
help of those Spectacles whejeby the art of readmg dim w rit 
iH§s and letters that do not clearly appear to the sight, is 
practised, as Aristotle teacheth it, did translate the book as you 
may seg in your pantagruehsing, that is *£o say, in drmking 
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stiffly to your own hearts desire and reading the dreadful and 
hoiiificlc acts of Panfagruel at the end of the book there \gas^ 
little Treatise entituled the Antidoted Fanfreluche?, ,or a 
Galimatia of extra-^gant conceits The Kits and mothes or 
(that I not h^ other wicked beasts, had nibled off the 
liegirningj the rest I have hereto subjoyned, for the reverence 
I beare to antiquity 



•CHAPTER ll. 

The *Anttdoted Fanfreluches or, a ^ahmatia of extravagant 
Ctmceits found %n an ancient Monument 

No sooner did the Cymbrians overcommer 
Pass tliiough the air to shun the dew of summer 
But at his coming straight great tubs were fill’d 
With pure fresh Butter down m showers distill’d 
Wherewith when water’d v as his Grandam heigh 
Aloud he cryed, Fish it. Sir, I piay ye , 

Because his beard is almost all beray’d, 

Or that he would hold to ’m a scale he pray’d 

To hck his slipper, some told was much better. 

Then to game pardons and the merit greater. 

In th’ mterim a crafty chuff approaches, 

IVom the depth issued, where they fish for Roches , 

Who said, Good sii-s, some 8f Jhem let us save, 

The Eele is here, and m this hollow cave 
You’ll finde, if that our looks on it demuire, 

A great wast in*fche bottome of his furre 

13 
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To read this chapter when he did begin 
Nothftig but a calves homes were found therein , 

* I feel (quoth he) the Miter wluch doth hold 
I&:y head so chill, it makes my braines take cold 
Being with the perfume of a turnup wafm’d 
To stay by chimney healths himself he arm d, 

Provided that a new thill horse they made ’ 

Of eveiy peison of a haii Jirtiind head * 

They talked of the bunghole of^aint Knowles, 

Of Gilbathar and thousand other holes , 

If they might be reduc’d t’ a scarry stuffe, 

Such as might not be subject to the cough 
Since ev’ry man unseemly dfd it finde, 

^0 see them gaping. thus at ev’ry winde 
For, if perhaps they handsomely were clos’d. 

For pledges they to meg might be expos’d 

In this arrest by Heicules the raven 

Was flayed at her returne from Lybia haven, ^ 

Why am not I said Minos tlJere invited, 

Unlesse it be piy self, not one’s omitted 
And then it is their<«lnde, I do no iftore 
Of Frogs and Oysters send them any gtore , , 

In case they spare my life and prove bul civil, » 

I give their sale of distaffs to the Devil 

To quell him comes Q R who lanpmg frets 
At the safe passe of trixie crackar^s ' 

The boulter, the grand Cyclops cdhsm, those 
Did massacre whirsLeach one wip’d his nose 
Few ingles in this fallow ground are bred, 

But on a taflners mill are winnowed 

Run thither all of you th’ alarmes sound clear, 

You shall have more then you had the last yeai 

Short while thereafter was the bud of Jove 
Resolv’d to speak, though dismalut should prove , 

Yet was afraid vhen he saw them m ife. 

They should or’throw quite flat down dead th’ empire 
He rather chus’d the fire frifai heaven to steale, 

• To boats where were red beirings put to sdle , 

Then to be calm ’gainst those who strive to brave us, 

And to the Massorets fond words ensla^fe us 
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All this at last concluded galantly. 

In spite of Ate jind her hern like thigh, 

Who, sitting saw Penthesilea tane, , 

In her old age,Jor a cresse selling quean , 

Each one cry’a out Thou filthy Collier toad. 

Doth it beeome thee to be found abroad ? 

Thou hast the Roman Standaid filtch’d away, 

Whieh they in lags of paihlynent did display 

Juno was borne who under the Rainbow, 

Was a bud catching with her Duck below 
When her with such a gii^vous trick they plyed. 

That she had almost been bethwacked by it 
Th§ bargain was that of that throatfull she 
Should of Pro^perma have two egges fiee 
And if that she thereafter sho«ld be found, 

She to a Haw thorn hill should be fast bound 

* Seven moneths thcreafter^lacl ing twenty.fwo, 

He, that of old did Carthage town undo 
Did bravely midd^t them all himself advance. 
Requiring of them his inheiitance* 

^Itliou^ thej»]ftstly made up the division, 

Accoiding to the shoe welt lawes decision , 

By distributing store of brews and beef 
To those pool fellows, that did pen the Brief 

But th’ year will coifte signe of a Tuikish Bowe, 

Five spindles yarnd, and thiee pgt bottomes too 
WheieiA of a discouiteous King the dock 
Shall pe]Dpei’d be under an Hermits fiock. 

Ah that for one she hypociitf you. must 
Permit so many acres to be lost 
Cease cease this visard may become another. 
Withdraw your selves unto the Serpents brother 

Tis in times past, that he who is shall reigne 
With his* good fiiends in peace now aad againe , 

No rash nor heady Pimce^haU then rule crave. 

Each good Vill its aibitiement shall have 

And the ]oy promised of old as doome 

To the heavenf guests, shall m its beacon come 
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Ihen shall the breeding mares that benumm’d were, 

Like royall palfreys iide triumphant theie 

Amd this*conlinwe shall from time to tirne, 

TilJ Mars be fcttred for an unknown eiime, 

Then shall one come who others will surpasse, 

Delightful, pleasing matchlesse, full of grace » 

Chear up your heaits, approach to this repast, • 

All trusty friends of mine for h^’s deceast, 

Who would not for a world leturn againe. 

So highly shall time past be cii d up then 

Re who was iftade of waxe shall lodge each memler 
Close by the hinges pf a block of tiiSier 
We then no more shall Master, master, whoot 
The swagger, who th’ alarum bell holds out , 

Could one seaze on the dagger which he beanrs, ' 

Heads would be free from tingling m the eares, 

To baffle’th^ whole storehouse of abuses, 

And thus faftewell Apollo anfl the Muses 



CHAPIER III 

How Gargantua was carried Eleven MonetJisSn his Mothers Belly 

Grangousier was a good fellow^n his time, and notaule jester , 
beloved to drmk neat, as mucfi as any man that? then was m the 
world, and would willingly eate salt meal to this mtent he 
was ordmanly well furnished with gammonB of Bacon, both of 
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Westphalia Mayence and Bayone with store of dried Neats * 
tongues, plenty of Links Chitterlings and Puddings m their 
season , together with salt Beef and mustard, a good deale*ot 
hard rows of powdered mullet called Botargos groat piowsion 
of Sauciges not of Bolonia (for he feared the Lombard boccone) 
but of Bigorre, Longaulnay, Biene, and Rouaigue In the 
vigor o| his age he mairied Gargainelle, daughter to the lOng 
of the, Parpaillons a jolly pug and well mouthed wench 
These two did often times do the tno hacked beast together, 
joyfully rubbing and frotting then Bacon gainst one another, 
insofaric, that at last she became gicat with childe of a fane 
sonne and went with him unto the eleventh moneth for so 
long, yea longer, may a woman carry hei g eaj: belly, especially 
when it IS some master piece of natuie, and a person piedes 
tinated to the performance in his due time of great exploits , 
as Homer saies, th-u the childc, which Neptune begot upon The 
Njmph, -lyas borjie a whole year aftei the conception, that is 
in the twelfth moneth for, as Aulus Gellius saith hbr 8 this 
long time was suitable to the majesty of Neptune, ^lat m it the 
childe might receive his perfact forme ioi Jlie like reason 
Jupiter made the night wheiem he lay with Alcmena last 
fourty eight houres, a shoiter lime iipt being* suflicient for the 
forging oi Hercules who cleansed the wi'ild ot the Monsties and 
Tyrants, wherewith, ib was supprest My masters, the ancient 
pant^iuelists have confirmed that which I say and withall 
declared it to be not onely possible, but also maintained the 
lawful birth and legitimation of the infant boine of a woman in 
the eleventh mojieth after ♦the decease of hei husband, Hypo 
crates lib de alimenio ^^imus', hb 7 cap 5 Plautus, in his 
Cistellena Marcus Varro m his Satyr inscribed, Ihe Testa 
ment, alledging to this purpose the'authoiity of Aristotle 
Censoiinus hb de die natali Aiist hb 7 ^ap 3 and 4 de 
fiatura ammahutn Gflhus, hb 3 cap 16 Semus, in his 
exposition upon this verse of Virgil’s Eclogues ‘ Main longa 
decern,” etc , and a thousand other foolcs, whose number hath 
been rncreased by the Lawyers ^ de sms, et Leg inicstato para 
grapho fin and m Auih de resiiiu et ea quae patit in xi rnense 
moreover upon thejge gfounds they have foysted in then 
Robidilardick, or Lapiturohve Law Gallus ff de hb) et 
posth L sept ^ de siat horn ,And some? other Lawes which 
at this time I c^are not name, Ijy means whereof the honest 
widows may without danger play at the close buttock gams 
w ith might and mame and as hard as they can foi the pace of 
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the fiist two moneths after the decease of their husbands I 
pray you, my good lusty springal lads, if you finde any of these 
females, that aie worth the paines of un*ying the cod peece. 
point, get up, ride upon them and bring them to me , for if 
they happen uithin the third moneth to conceive, the childe 
shall be heire to the deceased, if, before he died, he had no other 
childi en, and the mother shall passe for an honest woman , 

When she is known to have conceived thiust forward Jpoldly, 
spare her not, whatever betide you, seeing the paunch is full , 
as Julia the daughter of the Err5)erour Octavian never pro 
stituted hei self to her belly bumpers but when she found her 
self with childe after the manner of Ships that leceive not their 
steeis man, till they have their ballast and lading , and if any 
blame them for this their retaconmculation and reiteiated 
lechhry upon their pi^nancy and big Ij^elliednesse, seeing 
beasts in the like exigent of then fullnesse, will never suffei 
the male masculant to incfoach them their answqp will be, 
that tho'Se are beasts, but they are women, very well skilled m 
the pietty yales, and small fees of the pleasant trade and 
mysteries of sufterfetation as.Popuhus heretofore answered, 
according to the relation of Macrobius, lib 2 Saturnal If the 
Devill would not *iave them to bagge, must wring hard the 
spigot, and stop the buRg hole • 


CHAPTER IV 

How Gargamelle, being great with Gargantua, diih eate a huge 
Deale of Tnpe^ 

The occasion and manner how Gargamelle was brought to bed, 
and delivered of her childe, was thus and if you do not beleeve 
it, I wish your bum gut fall out, and make an escapade Her 
bum gut, indeed, or fundament escaped hei in an afternoone, 
on the third day of February, with having eaten at dinnei too 
many godebillios jGodebillios are the fat tripes of coiros, 
coiros are beeves fatned at the-cratch m Oxe stalls, or m the 
fp^sh guimo meadows, guimoTneadows are those, that for their 
fruitfulnesse may be mowed twice a yeare, of those fat beeves 
they had killed three hundred sixty s^ven thousand and 
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fourtfeen, to be salted at Shrovetide, that m the entiing of the* 
Spiins they might have plentj of poudied beef, wherewith to' 
s^son their mouth? at the beginning of then meales, and't?) 
taste their wine the better , , i , 

They had abimaance of tripes, as you have heard aud they 
weie so delicious that eveiy one licked his fingers, but the 
mischife was this, that for all men could do, there was no 
possibility to keep them long m that relish , foi in a veiy shoit 
while they would have stunk Vhich had been an undecent 
tiling it was therefore concluded that they should be all of 
them gulched up, without losing any thing to tlus effect they 
invited all the Burgueis of Sainais of Suille, of the Roche 
cleimand of Vaugaudry, without omitting the Boudiaj 
Monpensjei, the GueRevede, and other their neighboui^ ill 
stiffe drinlveis braive fellows, and goo*d playeis at the kyles 
The good man Giangousier took meat pleasure in their com 
pany and commanded there shoulu be no want nor pmching for 
any thing neveithelesse he bade his wife eate sparingly 
because she was pear her time, and that these^tnpes were no 
very commendable meat they would fame (seid he) be at the 
chewing of ordure, that would eat the case wheiem it was 
Notwithstanding these admonitions ,she 'did eate sixteen 
qiiaiteis* two bushels three Peel s and af pipkin full O the fair 
fecality, whe'rewith She swelled, by the ingrediency of such 
shitten stuffe ! 

After dinner they all went out in a hurle, to the grove of the 
willows, where on the green giasse, to the sound of the merry 
Flutes, and pleasant Bagpipes, they danced so gallantly, that 
it was a sweet and heaveidy spoit to see them so fiohck 


CHAPTER V 

The Dtsct)uise of the Bunkers 

Then did thiy fall upon the chat of vicitials and some belly 
fuiniture to be snatched at in the very same place, which pui 
pose was no sootier mentioned, bfit forthwith began flaggonsto 
go, gammons to trot goblets to fly great bowles to ting glasses 
to ring, draw, reaoh, fill, mixe, give it me without water, o 
“■ * ^9 
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my friend, so, wlup me off this glasse neatly bring me hithci 
some claiet a full weeping glasse till at run ovei, a cessation and 
taiSce with thirst Ha thou false Fevei wilt thou not be gone 
by nTy figgufs, godmother I cannot as yet enter in the humour 
of being merry nor drink so curiantly as i would You have 
catch’d a cold, gamer, yea forsooth, Sir by the belly of Sanct 
Buf, let us talk of our drink, I nevei dunk but at my houis like 
the Pope’s Mule and I nevci dunk but in my bicviafy like 
a faire father Gardien WliiCh W|is first thiist or dunking ? 
Thirst, for who in the time of innocence would have diunk 
without being athiist ? nay, Sir it was drinking , for pnvalio 
prcEsuppomt lidbitum I am learned, >ou see Fwcundi cahces 
quern non jecere disertum ? we pool innocents dunk but too 
much without thirst not I truly, who am a sinner, for I never 
diu}.Ic without thirst either present oi futu»e to prevent it, os 
you know I dunk foi the Thirst to come I drink eternally, 
this is to me an eternity of drinking and drinking of'etermty , 
let us sidg let us drink, and tune up our round la) s where is 
my funnel ?r ^That it seems I do not drink but by an At 
tourney ? do yon wet yourselve'S to diy, or do you dry to wet 
you ? pish I understand not the ihethoiick (Theoiick, I should 
say) but I help my s^lf somewhat b}* the practice Baste, 
enough, I sup, I wet, I humect, I moisten my gullet^ I drink aivd 
all for fear of dying , drink alwayes and*y5u shall never^die 
if I drink not, I am a ground dry, gravelled and spent, I am 
stark dead without dunk, and my soul ready to flie mso some 
mansh amongst Frogs , the soul n§ver dwells m a dry place, 
drouth kills it O you butlers, creators of new formes, make 
me of no drinker a drinker, a perennifcy and eveilastmgnesse of 
spiinkhng, and bedewing me through theSe my parched and 
sinnewy bowels , he drinks m vaine that feels notThe pleasure 
of it this entereth into my vemcs, the pissing tooles and urmal 
vessels shall have nothing of it I would willingly wash the 
tripes of the calf, which I apparelled this morning I have 
pretty well now balasted my stomack, and stuft my paunch 
if the papers of my bonds and bills could drink as well as I do, 
my creditors would not want for win^ when they come to see 
me, or when they are to make any formal exhibition of their 
rights to what of they can demand this hhnel of yours 
spoyles your nose, O how many <rther such will enter heie before 
^s go out, what, drink so sallow, it is enough to break both 
girds and pettrel, this is called a cup of dissimulation, or 
ilaggonai hypocnsie , 

fo 
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What difference is there between a bottle and a flagjton I 
great diffeience, for the bottle is stopped and shut up with a 
Itonpel, but the flaggon with a vice, biavely and well pi ud uporf 
the words Our fathers drank lustily, and,einptied their cans , 
well caek’d, well sung , come let us drink will you send noth 
mg to the river here is one going to wash the tapes I dunk 
no more than a spurge I drink like a Templer Knight and I, 
tanqiiam sponsus, and I sicutiena sine aqua, give me a fynony 
mon for a gammon of bacon V it i^the compulsoiy of dimkeis 
it IS a pully , by apully rope wine is let doivn into a cellar, and 
by a gammon into the stomach hei • now boyes hither, some 
drink some dunk there is no tiouble m it, respice peisonam 
pone pro duos, buk non est in usu If I could get up as well as I 
can-swallow down, I ha4 been long ere now veiy high in the aiie 
-■Thus became Tom Tosse pot rich thus '“went m the Taylors 
stitch thus did Bacchus conquer th’ Inde thus Philosophj , 
Mehndq a little raine allayes a great deal6 of wihde long 
tipling breaks the thunder But if there came such liquor from 
my ballock,' would you not willingly thereafter suck the udder 
whence it issu^ , here, page fill , I prethee forget me not 
when it comes to,my turne, and I will enter the election I have 
made of thee into thervery legister of^my heart sup, Guillot, 
and spare not, theie is yet somewhat ip tlie pot I appede 
from thust, and disclaim its jurisdiction Page sue out my 
appeale in forme this remnant m the bottome of the glasse 
must follow its Leader I was wont heretofore to dunk out 
all but now I leave nothing Let us not make too much haste, 
it is requisite we cairy all along with us hey day heie aie 
tapes fit for our sport and in eaAest evcellent Godebillios 
of the dun Oxe (you knenv) with the black streak 0 for God’s 
sake let us lash them soundly, yet thriftily Drink, or I will 
No no drink I beseech you , spaiiows will not eate unlcsse 
you bob them on the taile, nor can I drink if I be not fairly 
spoke to The concavities of my body are like anothei Hell 
for their capacity Lagomedatera, there is not a corner, noi 
cunmborow in all my body ivhcie this wine doth not ferret out 
my thirst Ho this will bang it soundly, but this shall banish 
it utterly Let us wmde our homes by £he sound of flaggons 
and bottles, and erv aloud, that avhoever hath fost his thirst, 
come not hither to seek it Lohg clysters of dunking are to be 
Vbided without doors the great God made the Planets, and 
we make the platters neat I have the woid of the Gospel m 
my mouth, Sitio The stone called Asbestos, is not more 



THE FIRST BOOK OP DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

unquenchable, than the thiist of my paternitie Appetite comes 
with eating saies Angeston, but the thiist goes away with 
diinlung I have a remedy against thiist quit^ contiajy’fo 
that winch is gooiij against the biting of a mad dog Keep 
running after a Dog, and he will never bite you, drink alwayes 
before the thirst, and it will never come upon you There I 
catch^you I awake you Argus had a hundred eyes for his 
sight, a butfei should have (like Briaieus) a hundred hands 
wherewith to fill us wine ^ndefatigably Hey now lads let 
us moisten our selves it will be time to dry heieafter White 
wine here, wine boyes pouie out all in the name of Lucifer 
fill heie you fill and fill (pescods on you) till it be full My 
tongue peels Lanstnnque to thee Countreyman, I drink to 
thee good fellow, camarade to thee, lu^tie, lively, Ha la, la,, that 
was driiilk to soTne puipose, and bravely gulped over* 0 
lachryma Chnsh, it is of the bes% grape ’faith pure Greek, 
Gieek, Cf the fin^ white wine, u]ion my conscience it is ^ kinde of 
taffdtas wine, hm, hin, it is of one eare well wiought and of 
good wooll couiage camrad§ up thy heart Jjilly we will not 
be beasted at this bout, for I have got one titck, ex hoc in hoc 
there is no inchantment nor chaimc theie^eveiy one of you 
hath scene it, my pi en*iship is out I am a free man at this ti ade 
I am piestes mas^ (Eush) Bium I shoilld say master past 0 
the’drinkeis those that aie a diy, O pooie thirsty souls, good 
Page my fiiend, fill me here some, and crowne the wine I pray 
thee, like a Cardinal Natura abhoirei vacuum Would you say 
that a file could drink in this, this is after the fashion of Swissei 
land, clear off, neat, supernaculum, come, therefoie blades to 
this divine liquor, andxelestial ]uyce swill it over heaitily, 
and spare npt, it is a decoction of Neqtar and Ambiosia 


CHAPTER VI 

How Gatganiua was borne in a strange Manner 

Whilst they weie on this discourse and pleasant tattle of 
drmking Gar^amelle began to \)e a little unwell in her lower 
parts , whereupon Grangousier arose from off the grasse, and 
fell to comfort heisvery honestly and kmdly, suspecting that she 
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was in travel, and told her that it was best for her to sit down 
upon the giasse under the willows because she was like verj? 
slioiyv to sQe young feet, and that Iherefoie it was convenient 
she should pluck up her spirits, and take a good heart of new at 
the flesh aiiival of her baby saying to her withal that although 
the paine was somewhat giievous to hei it would be but of short 
continuance and that the succeeding ]oy would quickly ipnove 
that soiiow in such short tjiat she should not so much as 
remember it On with a sheeps oouiage (quoth he), dispatch 
tins boy, and we will speedily fall to woik foi the making of 
another Ha (said she) so well as you speak at youi own ease, 
jou that aie men , well then, m the name of God, i ’le do my 
best, seeing that Jou will have it so, but would to God that it 
were cut off from you What ? (said Grangousiei) Ha (said 
she^ you are a good man maced you understand it well enough , 
what, my member ? (said fee) by the goats blood if ^ it please 
you that shall be done instantly, cause bring hither a knife 
alas (said she) the Loid forbid, I piay Jesus to foigive me I 
did not say f feom my heait, tl^erefore let it alone, and do not 
do it neither moife nor lesse any kinde of haime for my speaking 
so to you , but I,am hi e to have work enough to do to day, 
and all for your membei« yet God blesse ^ou and it 

Courage courage (said he) take >ou np caie of the matter 
let the foul foimost oxen do the work I will yet go dunk one 
wluffe more and if m the meane time any thing beiall you that 
may require my presence, I will be so near t© you that, at the 
first whistling in youi fist, I shall he with jou forthwith a 
little while aftei she begm to gioane lament and ciy, then 
suddenly came the midivives fiom ail quaiteis, who groping 
her below, found some pelodeiies, which was a cqrtaine filthy 
stiiffe, and of a taste tiuly bad enough, this they thought had 
been the childe but it was her fundament, that was shpt out 
with the mollification of her sti eight intiall which you call the 
bum gut, and that meeily by eating of too many tiipes as we 
have shewed you before whereupon an old ugly trot in the 
company, who had the repute of an expert she Physician and 
was come from Brispaille near to Saint Gnou three score years 
before, made hei so horiible a restrictive an^ bindipg medicine 
and whereby all herr- Ian is, arse pipes and conduits were so 
opilnted stopped, obstructed ^afid conti acted that you could 
ha"dily have opened and enlarged them with your teeth which 
is a teriible thing to think upon , seeing the Devill at the 
masse at Saint Maitms was puzled with the like task, when with 
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his teeth he had lengthened out the parchment whereon he 
wiote the tittle tattle of two young mangy whoores by this 
fncciivenient the cotyledons of hei niatiix weie presently 
loosed through which the childe spiung uo and leapt and so 
entering into the hollow veine, did climbe by the diaphiagm 
even above her shoulders, where that veiiie divides it self into 
two, and fiom thence taking his way towaids the left side, 
issued forth at her left earcr, as soone as he was borne, he 
cued not as other babes use to d«, mm, miez, mtez miez but 
with a high sturdy and big voice shouted aloud. Some drink, 
some dunk, some drink, as inviting all the world to drink with 
him , the noise hereof was so extieamly great, that it was heaid 
in both the Countreys at once, of Beauce and Bibarois 

I doubt me that you do not thoioudily beleeve the truth of 
thfti strange nativity though you believe*' it not, I care not 
much but an honest man^ and of good judgement beleeveth 
still whst IS told him, and that which he Andes written 

Is this beyond our Law ? or our faith against reason or the 
holy Scripture*^ For my part, I finde nothing in the sacied 
Bible that is against it , but tell me, if it had been the will of 
God, would yoil «ay that he could not do it ’ Ha, foi favour 
sake (I beseech you) fever emberluco^ or inpulrego/ize your 
spirits with these vaine thoughts and idle conceits , foi I tfill 
you, it IS not impossible with God, and if he pleased all wbmen 
henceforth should bring foith their children at the eare , was 
not Bacchus engendred out of the very thigh of Jupiter ? did 
not Roquetaillade come out at his mothers heele and Cioc 
moush from the slipper of his nurs^? was not Minerva boin 
of the braine, even through the eare of Jq\e ? Adonis of the 
bark of a M 3 T‘retiee , and Castor and Pollux of .the doiipe of 
that Egge which was laid and hatched by Leda ? But you 
would wonder more, and with farre greater amazement, if I 
should now present you with that chapter of Phmus, wherein 
he treateth of strange baths, and contrary to nature, and yet 
am not I so impudent a her as he was Reade the seventh book 
of his Natural Htstory, chapt 8 , and trouble not my head any 
more about this « 
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CHAPTER VII 

j^er whfit Manner Gatgantua had hts Name given him, 
and how he tippled, bibbed, and earned the Canne 

• 

The good man Grangousier drinking and making merry with 
the rest, heard the hoirible noise which his sonne had made as he 
entered into the light of this world, when Im cued out Some 
drink some drmk some dimk , whereupon ne said m Fiench, 
Que grand tu as et soupie le gousier, that as to say, How gieat and 
nimble £t* throat tflou hast which the company heaiing s*iiid 
that verily the childe ought to be «alled Gaigantua , because it 
was the first woid that aftei his birth his father had spoken in 
iimtation, and at the example, of the ancient Hebreiies, wheie 
unto he condescended, and lus mother was veiy* well pleased 
therewith m the meanwhile to quiete the childe they ga\e 
him to dunk a tiielaiegot that is, till his bliToat was like to 
crack with it then Ws he earned to the Font, and theie 
Baptized, acsoidi^ to the manner of good Christians 

Immediately thereafter were appointed for him seventeen 
thousand, nine hundred and thirteen Cowes of the townes of 
Pautille and Biewnond to furnish him with milk in ordinary, 
for it was impossible to finde a nurse sufficient for him in all the 
Countiey, considering the great quantity of milk that was 
reqmsite for his noyiislunent , although theic were not wanting 
some Doctors of the opinion of ScoUis, who affiimed that his 
own mothei gave him suck, and that she could draw out of her 
breasts one thousand, foui hundred, two pipes, and nine pailes 
of milke at every time 

Which uideed is not probable and this point hath been found 
duggishly scandalous and offensive to tender eares, for that it 
savoured a little of Heresie thus was he handled for one yeare 
and ten moneths, a|ter which time by the advice of Physicians, 
they began J;o carry him, and then was made for him a fine 
little cait diawn with Oxen, of the invention of Jan Demo, 
wherein they led him hither afid,thither with gieat ]oy, and he 
was worth the seeing , for he was a fine boy, had a buTly 
physnomie, and almost ten chins , he cried very little, but 
beshit himself evet'y hour^ for to speak truly of him he was 
2^ 
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wonderfully flegmalick in his posteiiors, both bv reason of his 
neural complexion, and the accidental disposition which had 
hi?<Uen hintvby his too much quaffing of the septembial juyce 
Yet without a cause did not he sup one (^op , for if he hap 
pened *'o be vexed, angry, displeased, or sorry if he did fret 
if he did weep, if he did cry, and what guevous quarter soever 
he kept, m bringing him some dunk he would be instantly 
pacified, reseated in his own tpmper, in a good hiunoui Sgaine, 
and as still and quiet as ever On'' of his governesses told me 
(swearing by her fig) how he was so accustomed to this kiiide 
of way, that at the sound of pintes and flaggons he w ould on 
a sudden fall into an evtasie as it he had then tasted of the foyes 
of Paiadise so that they upon consideiation of this his divine 
complexion would eve&y morning, to cheaie him up play with 
a knife upon the glasses, on the bottles witliftheii stoj pies, and 
on the pottle pots with th^;ir lids and coveis at the sound 
wheieof.he became gay did leap for joy wofild loll and lock 
himself in the cradle, then nod with his head, monocording with 
his fingers, a\id«harytomsing witji his taile 



CHAPTER VIII 


Rot) they appaielled Gargantua 

Being of this age his lather ordained to hhve clothes made to 
him m his owiie hverj, which was white and blew To work 
then went the Tailors and with great expedition were those 
clethes made, cut, and sewed, according to the fashion that 
was then m request I finde by the ancient Records or Pan- 
caits, to be scene in the chamber of accourjts, or Count of the 
*8 ' 
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exchequer at Montsoreo, th it he was accoutred in manner as 
lolloweth To make him every shut of his weie taken up nine 
hundred ells of Chatelero linnen, and two hundred for the 
guissetS in manner of cushions, uhich they put undet his arm 
pits , his shirt was not gathered nor plaited, for the plaiting of 
shirts was not found out till the seamsters (v hen the point of 
then needles was broken) began to work and occupie ith the 
taile there were tal en up for his doublet, eight hundil,d and 
thiiteen ells of white Satin, rind for his points fifteen hundied 
and nine dogs skins and a half Then was it that men began 
to tie their bieeches to their doublets, and not their doublets 
to their breeches for it is against natuie, as hath most amply 
been shewed by- Ockam upon the exponibles of Master 
Hautechaussade * 

•For his breeches were taken up elevei* hundred, and five 
ells and a third of white l^oad cloth , they were cut in foime 
of pillars chamfered, channel d and pinked bchinde,‘that they 
might not over heat his reines and were withm the panes 
puffed out witlj the lining of as much blew damask as was need 
ful and lemai® , that he had \eiy good Leg harnish, pio 
poitionable to t\e rest of his stature 

For his Codpeece w^re used sixteen eils, and a quaiter of the 
same cloth, and it was* fashioned on the top like i^to a Tiium 
phant Arch, most gallantly fastened w^h two enamell’d 
Clasps m each of which was set a great Emerauld, as big as an 
Orange , for, as sayes Oipheus, M de lapidibus, and Flinius, 
hbr ultimo, it hath an erectn e vertue and comfoitative of the 
natural member The exituie, out jecting or out standing of 
his Codpeeee was of the length of a«yard, jagged and pinked, 
and withal bagging, anij stroutmg out with the blew damask 
lining, after the manner of his breeches , but had* you seen the 
fane Embroyderie of the small needle work puile, and the 
cuiiously interlaced knots, by the Goldsmiths Ait, set out and 
trimmed -with rich Diamonds piccious Rubies, fine Turquoises 
costly Emeraulds, and Persian pearles , you w ould have com 
pared it to a faire Cornucopia, or Home of abundance such as 
you see in Anticks or as Rhea ga,ve to the two Nymphs, 
Amalthea and Ida, the Nuises of Jupiter • 

And like to that Horne of abundance, it wa& still gallant, 
succulent, droppie, sappie, pitkie, lively, alwayes flourishmg 
sAwayes fractifying, full of jiJce, full of flower,*full of fiuit, and 
hll manner of delight I avow God, it would have done one 
good to have seen him, but I will tell yonbmore of him in the 
33 * 
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3ook which I have made of the dignity of Codpieces One 
:hmg I will tell you that, as it was both long and large, so 
vas it well furnibheif and victualled within, nothing like uijjp 
;he hypoeiitical Codpieces of some fond Wooers, hnd We'fich 
30urters, which are*stuffed only with wmd to the great pre 
judice of the female sexe 

For. his shoes, were taken up foure hundred and six elles 
of blew Ciimson velvet, and were very neatly cut by parallel 
lines, joyned in uniforme cylmdies foi the soling of them were 
made use of eleven hundredTlides of brown Cowes, shapen like 
the taile of a Keeling 

For his coate weie taken up eighteen hundred elles of blew 
velvet died in giain, embroidered in its borders with faire 
Gilliflowers in the middle decl ed with silver purle intermixed 
with plates of gold* and store of pearles, hereby shewing, that 
in his time he would piove an especial good fellow, and singular 
whip can* 

His girdle was made of thiee hundred elles and a Ualfe of 
silken serge, half white and halfe blew, if I mistakedt not His 
sword was not of Valentia nof his dagger of Saragosa for his 
father could not endure these hidalgos bovachos maramsados 
como diablos but he l«id a faire sword^ade'of wood and the 
djLgger cff borled leather as well painted and guilded as any 
man could wish • 

‘ His purse was made of the cod of an Elephant, which was 
given him by Heire Pnecontal, Proconsul of Lybia 

For his Gown were employed nine thousand six hundred 
elles, wantmg two thirds, of blew velvet, as before, all so 
diagonally purled, that by true perspective issued thence an 
unnamed colour likje that you see in the necks of Turtle doves 
or Turkic coCks, which wonderfully rejoyceth the eyes of the 
beholders For his Bonnet or Cap were taken up three hundred 
two elles, and a quaitei of white velvet, and the forme thereof 
was wide and round, of the bignesse of his head , for his father 
said, that the Caps of the Mirabaise fashion, made like the 
cover of a pastie, would one time or other bring a mischief on 
those that wore them for his Plume, he wore a fane great 
blew feather, plucked from a Onocrotal of the countrey of 
Hircania theVilde, very piettily hanging ^owne over his light 
eare for the Jewel or broach*which in nis Cap he carried, he 
had m a Cake of gold, weighing three scoie and eight marks,«a 
faire piece enamell’d, wherein vias portrayed a mans body with 
two heads, looking |;pwards one another, foure armcs, fouie feet, 
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two arses, such as Plato, in Symposia, sayes was the mystical 
beginning of mans nature and about it was written in lonick 
letters, AyaTr-q ov fijrci to (avrrjs OT rather,' Avrjp Kai yvinj fvyaSo, 
av^TTos iStafroTo, that IS, Viv et Mulier pmciim prepnissime 
homo To wear about his neck, he had a golfien chaine, w eighing 
twenty five thousand and sixty three maiks of gold, the links 
theieof being made after the manner of great beiiies, amongst 
which were set in work green Jaspers ingrav^n, arvd cut 
Dragon like all inVironed WTith beams and spaiks, as king 
Nicepsos of old was wont to wear? them, and it reached down 
to the very bust of the rising of his belly, whereby he reaped 
gieat benefit all his life long, as the Greek Physicians know 
well enough Foa his Gloves were put in work sixteen Otteis 
skins, and three of lougarous oi men eating wolves for the 
bordering of them anti of this stufte wei e^they made, by the 
appointment of the Cabahsts of Sanlono As for the Rings 
which his father would hai% him to weare to i;enew the ancient 
maik <Jf Nobility, He had on the forefinger of his left hand a 
Carbuncle a? big as an Ostrige s Egge, inchased very daintily in ^ 
gold of the fln^esse of a lurltie Seraph Upon the middle 
finger of the same hand, he had a Ring made of foure metals 
together, of the Strongest fashion that §ver was seen , so that 
the steel did not crash Against the gold, nor the silver tfrush tlje 
copper All this was made by Captain Chnppius, ^nd AlcQiribas 
his good agent On the medical finger of Ins right hand, he had""* 
a Ring made Spirewayes, wherein was set a perfect baleu lubie, 
a pointed Diamond, and a Physon Emerald, of an inestimable 
value , for Hans carvel, the kihg of Melindas Jeweller, 
esteemed them at the rate of thre^core nine millions, eight 
hundred ninety foure thousand and eighteen French Crowns 
of Berne, and at so mtlch did the foiicies of Auspurg prize 
them 


CHAPTER IX 

The Colours and Liveries of Gcfrganiua 

Gatigantuas colours were wlute»and blew, as I have shewed you 
before, by which his father i^ould give us to understand, that 
his sonne to him was a heavenly ]oy, for the white did signifie 
gladnesse, pleasure, delight, and rejoyetpg, and the blew 
32 * 
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celestial things I know well enough, that in reading this you 
laugh at the old diinker, and hold this exposition of colours to 
Tse very extravagant, and utterly disagreeable ^ to reasgA, 
because ithite is said to signifie faith, and blew constancy 
But without moving vexing, heating or putting you in a chafe, 
(for the weather is dangerous) answer me if it please you for 
no othei compulsory way of ai guing will I use towards you or 
any el^ , only now and then I will mention a void oi two of 
my bottle What is it thatjindifceth jou ’ what stirs > ou up 
to believe or who told you that white sigmfieth faith, and 
blew constancy ? An old paultry book say you sold by the 
hawking Pedlars and Balladmongeis cntituled The riason oj 
Colows Who made it ? vhoever it vas he was vase m that 
he did not set his name to it but, besjdes I know not what 
I should rather adiunre m lum, his presumption or lus sottijh 
nesse his piesumption and oveiw^ening for that he should 
without «iason, without cause or without any appearance of 
truth, have dared to prescribe by his private authontf, what 
things should be denotated and signified by the cokmi which 
IS the custome of Tyrants who Vill have their ■wul to bear sway 
in stead of equity , and not of the wise and learned who with 
the evidence of reason aatisfie then Readers His sottishnesse 
aad want of spirit, in that he thought, that without any other 
demciistration or' sufficient argument the voild would be 
“pleased to make his blockish and ridiculous impositions the 
rule of then devices In effect (according to the Proi erb, To 
a shitten taile fades never ordurre), he hath found (it seems) 
some simple Ninme m those rude times of old, when the weaiing 
of high round Bonnets ws»s in fashion, who gave some trust to 
his writings, according to which they carved and mgiaved then 
apophthegms and motos’s, trapped and caparisoned then 
Mules and Sumpter horses, apparelled then Rages, quaileicd 
their breeches, bordered then gloves, fring d the com tains and 
vallens of then beds, painted then ensignes composed songs, 
and which is worse, placed many deceitful jughngs, and un 
worthy base tricks undiscoveredly, amongst the very chastest 
Matrons, and most revei^nd Sciences In the like darknesse 
and mist of ignorasice, are wrapped up these vainglorious 
Courtiers,'Naifd name transposers who going about in their 
impresa’s, to signifie esyerance, (that is, hope) have portiayed 
a sphere and bwds pennes for pCines 1 Anchohe (which is tlje 
flower colombine) for melancholy A waning Moon oi 
Cressapt, to shew JJie incieasing or rising of ones foitune , A 
. c gj 
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bench rotten and broken to signifie bankiout non and a 
corslet for non diir habit, (otherwise non durabit it shall not 
kstj un lit sans ciel that is a bed without a tcsteine foi un 
licenciC, a graduated person, as Batcheloun-in Divinity, oi utter 
Baiieater at law , which aie aequivocals so absurd and witlcsse 
so baibaious and clownish, that a foxes taile should be fastened 
to the neck piece of and a Vizard, made of a Cowshearfl, given 
to e\ ery one that hencefoith should offer aftei the lestitTltion of 
learning to make use of any ^such- fopperies in France, by the 
same leasons (if reasons I should call them and not ia\ings 
lathei, and idle tiiflings about words), might I cause paint 
a panier, to signifie that I am in peine a Jlustard pot, that my 
heart tames mu'ch foi’t one pissing upwards foi a Bishop 
the bottom of a pane of bieeches foi a vessel full of farthings — 
a Codpiece for the office of the Clerks of tb« sentences, decrees 
or judgements, or rather (as the English bcaies it), for the taile 
of a Codfish , and a dogs turd for the dainty turret, wherein 
lies the love of my sweet heart Farre otherwise did heretofore 
the Sages cf Kgj pt, when they wrote by letters, which they * 
called Hieroglyplncks, which none understood who were not 
skilled m the veitue, propertie and nature of the things repre- 
sented by them of which Orus Apolhin hath in Greek com 
posed Uo books, and Polyphilus in his dream of Ipve.'set down 
more In Fiance you have a taste of fheiTi, in the devtce o^ 
impiesa of my Lord Admiral which was carried before that 
time by Octavian Augustus But my little skiffe alongst these 
unpleasant gulphs and sholes will saile no further, therefore 
must I return to the Port fronx whence I came yet do I hope 
one day to write moie at laige of these things and to shew both 
by Philosophical aiguipents and authoiities received and 
approved of by and fiom all antiquity, what afid how many 
colours there arc in nature, and what may be signified by every 
one of them if God save the mould of my Cap which is my best 
Winepot, as my Grandame said 
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« CHAPTER X 

Of that which is signified by the Colours, While and Blew 

The White theiefore signifieth solace and gladnesse and 
that not at random but uyon just and \ery good giounds 
winch you may perceive to be tiue if lajing aside all pie 
judicate affections you will but give eare to what presently I 
shall expound unto j ou 

Aiistotle saith that supiiosing two things contrary m their 
kinde, as good and evill, veitue and vioe heat and cold white 
and black pleasurWand pam joyandgiief And so of othsis, 
if you cojpple them m such mannee, that the contiary of one 
kinde may agre4 in reason with the contiary of the other it 
, must follow by consequence that the othci contrary must 
answer to the remnant opposite to that wheijeaniilh it is con 
feired , as for example veitue and vice aie Contrary m one 
kinde, so are good and evil if one of the coniaaues of the fust 
kinde, be consonant t5 one of those oi the second as veitue 
ahd jmodnesae, for it is clear that vertue is good so shall the 
-«)thei two contranes (which are evil and vice) have the same 
connexion for v icc is e\ il 

This Logical rule being understood, tale these two con 
tiaries, joy and sadnesse then these other two, white and 
black, for they are Physically contrary if so be then that 
black do signifie giief by^ood reason then should white impoit 
joy Nor is ^his signification instituted by humane imposition, 
but by the universal consent of the woild received which 
Philosopheis call Jus Gentium the Law of Nations or an 
uncontrolable right of foice m all countreyes whatsoever foi 
you know well enough, that all people and all languages and 
nations (except the ancient Syiacusans and ceitain Ai gives 
who had crosse and thwarting soules) when they mean out 
waidly to give evidence of their soirow, go in black and all 
momning IS done mth black, which geneial consent is not 
without SQlne argument, and reason in natuie the which ei ct\ 
man may by himself very suddenly comprehend without the 
instruction of ahy , and this we call the Law of natiue 
vertue of the same natural instinct, we know that by white alT 
the world hath un(ieistood joy, gladnesse, mirth, plcasuie and 
• 35 



TIIE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABEL4.IS 

delight In former times the Thiacians -vnd Giecians did mark 
their good, propitious, and fortunate daygs with wlute stones 
mi 4 their sad dismal, and unfoitunate ones with black ft 
not thfe nigJit mournful, sad and melanchc^ick ? it is black and 
dark by the privation of light , doth not the light comfort 
all the world ? and it is moie white then any thing else, which 
to prove I could direct you to the book of Laurentiils Valla 
against Baitolus but an Evangelical testimorfy I hdpe will 
content j^ou Matth 17 it is said, J;hat at the tiansfigurition of 
our Lord Veslimenta qus jacta sunt alba ncut lux, his apparel 
w as made white like the light by which lightsome whitenesse 
he gave his thiee Apostles to understand the Idea and figure 
of the eternal Jtfyes , for by the light are all men comfoi ted 
according to the wordjof the old woman, who although she had 
never a tooth m hei head, was wont to fay. Bona lux and 
iobit, chap 5 after he ^lad lost his sight, when Raphael 
saluted him answered “ 'VVliat joy can I have that 3o not see 
the h^t of Heaven ? ” In that colour did the Angels testifie 
the ]oy of the whole world at the resurrection of our Saviour, * 
John 20 and a% his Ascension Acts 1 with the like colour of 
vesture did St Jphn the Evangelist, Apoc 4 7 see the faithful 
clothed in the heavenly and blissed Jenlsalem 

Reade the ancient both Greek and Latiiie histpnes and you 
shall finde that the towne of Alba (the first patem of Rome),- 
was founded, and so named by reason of a white sow that was 
seen there You shall likewise finde in those stories that when 
any man, after he had vanquished lus enemies, was by decree 
of the Senate to enter into Rome triumphantly, he usually rode 
in a chariot draivn by white hors€S which in the ovation 
triumph was also the cu^tome , for by no slgne or colour would 
they so significantly expresse the joy of their coming, as by the 
white You shall there also finde, how Pencles, the General 
of the Athenians would needs have that part of his Aimy, unto 
whose lot befel the wlute beanes, to spend the whole day in 
mirth, pleasure and ease whilest the rest were a fighting A 
thousand other examples and places could I alledgc to this 
purpose, but that it is not heie where J should do it 

By understanding hereof, you may Resolve one Problem, 
which Alexander Anhrodiseus hath accounted mianswerable, 
why the Lion, who with his oidy cry and roaring affrights all 
beasts, dreads and feareth only a white cock ? For (as Pioclus 
~~ aaith libro de Samficio et Magia) it is because the presence of 
the vertue of the sunne, which is the Orgqn and Promptuarie 
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of all teiiestiial and syderial light doth nioie symbolize and 
agree with a wliite cock as wdl in regard of that colour as of 
his piopeity and specihcal quality then with a. Lion 
saith fuithermore that Devils have been often seen ui the shape 
of Lions, wluch at the sight of a white cock have piesently 
vanished This is the cause why Galli or Galhces (so are the 
Fienchfnen called, because they are naturally avhite as milk, 
vhich Ihe Greeks call Gala) do jnlhngly weare in their Caps 
aahite feathcis for by natui® they are of a candid disposition, 
menie, kinde, gi acious and well beloved, and for their cog 
nizance and armes have the whitest flower of any, the Flower 
ds luce or Lihe If you demand how, by white, nature would 
have us understand ]oy and gladnesse ? I ’answer, that the 
analogy and umfoimity is thus for as th«e white doth outwaidly 
disperse and scatteP the rayes of the sight, whereby the optick 
spirits are mamfestly dissolved, ^«coiding to the opinion of 
Aristotle In his Problemes and perspective Treatises , you 
may hkewnse perceive by experience, when you passe over 
mountains covered with snow, liow j ou will complam that you 
cannot see well as Xenophon writes to havS hapned to his 
men and as Galen very largely declaieth, lib- 10 de usu par 
hum Just so the hca!t with excessive^oy is inwardly dilated, 
afld suffeieth.a mam^est resolution of the vital spirits, which 
.^may’go so faire tin, that it may thereby be deprived of its 
nourishment, and by consequence of life itself By tlus 
Peiichaiie or extremity of gladnesse, as Galen saith, hb 12 
method hb 5 de loots a^echs, and hb 2 de symptomatum causts 
And as it hath come to passe in former times, witnesse Marcus 
Tullius, hb 1 qucEst Tusthd Verrius Aristotle Titus Livius 
in his relation of the battel of Cannaew Plinius, hb 7 cap 32 
and 8i A Gellius hb 8 c 15, and many other Writers, of 
Diagoras the Rhodian, Chilon, Sophocles, Diorty'ius the tyrant 
of Sicihe, Phihppides Philemon Polycrates, Philistion, M 
Tuventi, and others who died with joy,, and as Avicen speaketh, 
in 2 canon et hb de vmb cordis, of the Saffion, that it doth so 
lejoyce the heart, that, if you take of it excessively, it will by a 
superfluous resolution and dilatation deprive it altogether of 
life Here peruse Alex Aphrodiseus hb 1 Ptobl cap 19, 
and that for a cause But what ? it seems*I am entred further 
into this point then I intended at the first , Here, therefore, 
will I strike saHe, leferring the rest to that book of minCJ^ 
which handleth this matter to the full Me-m while, in a word’ 
I will tell you, tlui blew doth ceitainly signifie Heaven and 

3v 
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heavenly thing*) by the same \ery tokens and symbols, that 
isihite signiheth ]oy and pleasure 


CHAP;rER XI 

Of the Youthful Age of Gargantua 

Gargantua from three yeares upwards unto five, was brought 
up and instructed in all comement discipline, by the com 
mandment of his father , and spent that time like the other 
little children of the countrey, that is, m (Jlinking, eating and 
sleeping m eating sleepi»g and diinlung and in sleeping 
drmkiftg and eating still he wallowed and rowled up and 
down himself in the mire and dirt he bluired and sullied his 
nose with filth , he blotted and ^mutch’t his face with any kmde 
of scuivie stuff e? he trode down his shoes in the heele At the 
flies he did ofteutimes yawn, and ran very heartily after the 
Butterflies, the Empire whereof belonged to his father He 
pissed m his shoes, shit in his shirt and „wiped his nose on Ms 
sleeve He did let his snot and smvel fall ih his pottagSj' and— 
dabled, padled, and slabbered every where He would drink 
in his slipper, and ordinarily rub his belly against a Panier 
He sharpened his teeth with a top, washed his hands with his 
broth, and combed his head with a bole He would sit doivn 
betwixt two stooles, and his arse to'^the ground, would cover 
lumself with a wet sack, Aind dunk m eating of his soupe He 
did eate his Cake sometimes ivithout bread would bite in 
laughing, and laugh in biting , Oftentimes did he spit in the 
basin and fart for fatnesse pisse against the Sunne, and hide 
himself m the water for fear of raine He would strike out of 
the cold iron, be often m the dumps, and frig and wriggle it 
He would flay the Fox, say the Apes Paternoster, return to his 
sheep and turn the Hogs to the Hay h He would beat the Dogs 
before the Lion, put the Plough before tire OxQn, and claw 
where it did not itch , He would pump one to draw somewhat 
out of him, by griping all would hold fast nothmg and alwayes 
eat his white biead first He shoo’d the Geese, kept a self 
• ticklmg to make himself laugh, and was very stedable m the 
Kitchen made a mock at the gods, would ce^use sing Magnificat 
38^ 
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at Matmes, and found it veiy convenient so to do , He would 
eat cabbage and shite beets, knew flies in a dish of milk, and 
would make them lose their feet He ivould scrape papei, bjui 
parchment, then run away ns haid as he could He v ould pul 
at the Kids leather, Tir vomit up his dinner then reckon without 
his Host He w ould beat the bushes without catching the birds, 
thought the Moon was made of gieen cheese, and that bladdeis 
are lapternes< out of one sack he would lake two moutuies 
or fees for grinding would act the Asses part to get some bran 
and of his hst would make alVIallet He took the cranes at the 
first leap and would have the Mail coats to be made link after 
link He alwayes looked a given hoise m the mouth, leaped 
from the cock to the asse, and put one ripe between two green 
By robbing Peter he payed Paul, he kept the Moon from the 
wolves, and hoped^o catch Larks if ever the Heavens should 
fall He did make of necessity vertue of such bread such 
pottage, nnd cai.ed as little foi the* peeled as for the shaven 
Eveiy morning he did cast up his gorge, and his father? little 
dogs eat out of the dish with him, and he with theip. He would 
bite their eares, and they wofdd scratch Ins rfiose he would 
blow in their aises, and they would lick lus chaps But 
heaiken good fellows, the spigot ill Ijetake'you and wluile 
round your braines if you do not give aaie Tins little Lecher 
was o^wayse giopmg his Nuises and Governesses, upside down, 
''arswersie, topsituivie, harm bourrquet, with a Yacco haick, 
hyek gio, handling them veiy rudely in jumbling and tumbling 
them to keep them going foi he had already begun to exercise 
the tooles, and put his Codpiece in practice , which Codpiece, or 
Braguette, his Governesses did eveiy day deck up and adorn 
with faire nosegay es, curious rubies, sweet flowers, and fine 
silken tufts, and very pleasantly wolild passe their time, in 
talung you know what between then fingeis, And dandlmg it 
till it did revive and cieep up to the bulk and stiffenesse of a 
suppository, or streat magdaloen which is a hard rowled up 
salve spread upon leather Ihen did they buist out in lauglung, 
when they saw it lift up its eaies as if the sport had liked them , 
one of them would call it hei little dille, her staffe of love, her 
quillety, her fauceti n, her dandilollie Another, her peen, her 
jolly kjle hei bableiet, her membretoon^ hei qmckset Imp 
anothei again, hei bianch of coial, her female adamant, her 
placket racket, her cyprian scepter hei jewel foi Ladies ai)4 
some of the other women would give it these names mv 
bunguetee, my stopple too, my busheiushei, my gallant wimble, 
39 
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my pretty boarer, my coney borow ferret, my little piercei 
my augretine, my dangling hangeis, down right to it, stiffe and 
slmt, m and to, my pusher, dresser pouting stick, my hon^ 
pipe my pretty pillicock, linlue pmkie, /utilletie my lustie 
andouille, and crimson chitterlin my little couille biedouille 
my pretty rogue, and so forth It belongs to me, said one It 
IS mine said the other What, quoth a third, shall I have no 
share in it ’ by my faith, I will cut it then Ha, to "cut it, 
(said the othei) would hurt'hinv, Madam do you cut little 
childien’s things ? were his cut off, he would be then Monsieur 
sans queue, the curtail’d Master And that he might play and 
sport himself after the manner of the other little children of 
the countiey, they made him a faire weather whirljack, of the 
wings of the windmil otMyrebalais 



Of Garganiuas Wooden Horses 


Afteewards, that he nught be all his lifetime a good Rider, 
they made to him a faire great horse of wood, which he did 
make leap curvete, yerk out behinde, and skip forward, all 
at a time to pace, trot, rack, gallop, qjnble, to play the hobble 
the hackney gueldmg go the gate of the camel and of the 
Wilde asse He made him also change lus colour of haii, as the 
Monks of Coultibo, (accordmg to the variety of their holy days) 
uj^e to do their clothes, from bay, browm, to sorrel, dapple gray, 
-mouse dun, deer colour, roan, cow colour, gingiolme skued 
colour, pybal’d, and the colour of the savage,^lk 
4'3 
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Himself of an huge big post made a hunting nag , and 
another for daily service, of the beam of a Vinepress and 
a great Oak made up a mule, with a footcloth, for his chamber 
Besides this, he hail ten or twelve spare horses, and seven 
horses for post , and all these were lodged in his own chamber, 
close by his bed side One day the Lord of Breadinbag came 
to visit*'his father m great bravery, and with a gallant traine 
and at the safne time, to see him came likewise the Duke of 
Fieemeale and the Earl of.Wefgullet The house truly for 
so many guests at once was somewhat narrow, but especially 
the stables , wheieupon the steward and haibmger of the said 
Lord Bieadmbag, to knoiv if there weie any other empty 
stables in the house, came to Gargantua, a little young lad, 
and secretly asked him where the stables of the great horses 
weie, thinking that^hildren would be ready to tell all ? Then 
he led them up along the stairs of./he Castle passing by the 
second Hall untof a broad great Gallery, by which they eatred 
into a large Tower and as they were going up at another paire 
of stall es, said the haibmger to yie steward. This diiPde deceives 
us, foi the stables are never on the top of the hCuse You may 
be mistaken, (said the stewaid,) for I Imow-some places at 
Lyons at the Basmette, at Chaunon ‘and elsewhere, which 
have their stajiles at the very tops of th^ houses, so it may be, 
IJiat ftehinde the House theie is a way to come to this ascent, 
but I will question with him further Then said he to Gar 
gantua. My pretty little boy whither do you lead us ? To the 
stable, (said he) of my great horses, we are almost come to it, 
we have but these staires to go up at, then leading them alongst 
another great Hall, he bfought them into his chamber, and 
opening the door said unto them. This is the stable that you 
ask for this fs my geimet, this is my gelding, this is my courser, 
and this is my hackney, and laid on them with a great Leaver 
I will bestow upon you, (said he) this Fnzeland horse, I had 
him from Franefort yet will I give him you for he is a pretty 
little nagge, and will go very well, with a tessel of goosehawk 
halfe a dozen of spaniels, and a biace of grey hounds, thus are 
you King of the hares aivi partirdges for all this winter By 
St John, (said they),' now we are payed, he hath gleeked us 
to some purpose bobbed we are now for euEr , I deny it, (said 
he), he was not here above three dayes judge you now, whether 
they had most chuse, either to hide their heads for shame, ol*’ 
to laugh at the jest as they were going do-wn again thus" 
amazed, he asked tljem, Will you have a whirawham ? What 
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IS that, said they ? It is (said he) five tuids to make jou a 
muzzel To day (said the steward) though we happen to be 
TOsted, we shall not be burnt, for we aie pretty well quipped 
an'3 larded' m my opinion O my ]olly daper boy thou h is 
given us a gudgeon, I hope to see thee rope befoie I die I 
think so, (said lie) my self and then shall you be a puppie 
and this gentle popinjeav a perfect papelard, that is, diss^mblei 
Well well, (said the haibingei) But (said Gaigantua)- guesse 
how many stitches there are' in ipy mother’s smock Sixteen, 
(quoth the harbingei) You do not speak gospel, (said &ai 
gantua ) for there is sent beloie, and sent behiiide, and you did 
not reckon them ill, considciing the two under holes 'When, 
(said the harbmger ?) Even then (said Gargantua) when they 
made a shovel of youi;nose to take up a quaiter of dirt and of 
ygur throat a funnel wherewith to put it^into another vessel 
because the bottom of thg old one was out Cocksbod, (said 
the steward) we have met with a Plater Farewell (Mastei 
tatl3} God keep you, so goodly are the woids which you come 
out with, £Ln(^ so fresh m your mouth, that it had need to be *• 
salted » 

Tlius going (io'wn m great haste under the arch of the staiies 
they let fall the great Leaver, which iie had put upon then 
backs, whereupon Gargantua said, WTiat a deedle ! you aie 
(it seems), but bad horsemen, that suffer your "bilder fef fade 
you, when you need him most, if you were to go from hence to 
Chausas, whether had you lathei ride on a gesling or lead a sow 
in a Leash ? I had rather drink, (said the haibmger), with 
this they entered into the lower Hall, where the company was 
and relatmg to them this new stoity, they made them laugh 
like a swaira of flies 


CHAPTER XIII 

Tloii) Gargantuas wondeiful XJnderstar^ding, became Known to his 
Faihet Grangousier, by the Invention of a Torchecul or 
Wipebieech ^ 

■About the end of the fifth yeare, Grangousier retmnmg from 
—the conquest of the Canarians, went by the way to see his sonne 
Gargantua There was he filled with as such a father 
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might he at the sight of such a childe of his and whilest he 
kist him and embrac’d him he asked many childish questions^ 
of him about divers matteis, and diank Very freely with hipi 
and with fiis goverqi'sses, of whom m great earnest he asked 
amongst othei thmgs, whether they had been caieful to keep 
him clean and sweet ? To this Gargantua answeied, that he 
had takfen such a course for that himself that in al the countrey 
there was not to be found a cleanlier boy than he How is 
that (said Grangousier) ? I,lia-\fe (ansTveied Gaigantua), by 
a long and curious experience, found out a means to iMpe my 
bum the most lordly, the most excellent, and the most con 
venient that ever was seen ? What is that (said Grangousier) 
how IS it ? I ivill tell you by and by (said Gaigantua) Once 
I did wipe me with a gentlewomans velijet mask and found it 
to be good , for tho softnesse of the sill was very voluptuojis 
and pleasant to my fundament ^othei time with one of 
their Hoo'ds, and in like manner that was comfortabl e At 
anothei time with a ladies Neck kerchief, and after that I wiped 
“ me with some ear pieces of hejs made of Ciimspn«sattm but 
theie was such a number of golden spangles m them (tuidie 
round thmgs, a pox take them) that they fetched away all the 
skin of my taile with a»vengeance Now I wish St Anthonies 
fire bum the Jjum gut of the Goldsmith that made them, and 
qf he' ■that wore iSiein This huit I cured by wipmg my self 

with a Pages cap, garnished with a feather after the Suitsers 
fashion 

Afterwards, in dunging behmde a bush, I found a March 
cat and with it wiped my breech but her clawes were so shaip 
that they scratched and tfvculcerated all my perinee > Of this 
I recovered the nejft morning theieafter, by wiping my self 
with my mother’s gloves, of a most excellent perfume and sent 
of the Arabian Benin After that I wiped menvith sage, with 
ffennd, with anet, with marjoram, with roses with gourd leaves, 
with beets, with colewort with leaves of the vine tree, with 
mallowes, wool blade, (which is a tail scarlet) with latice and 
with spinage leaves All this did very great good to my leg 
Then with Mercuric, with pursley, with nettles, with comfrej 
but that gave me thd'bloody flux of Liunbaidie which I healed 
by wiping nle with my braguette , Then viped my taile m 
the sheets in the coveilet, m the curtams, with a cushion, with 
Arras hangings, hath a green carpet, with a table cloth with - 
napkin, "with a handkerchief, with a combing cloth, in all which** 

I found more pleasjjre then do the mangy dogs when you nib 
. * 43 
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them Yea, but (said Giangou&ier) which torchecul didst thou 
finde to be the best ? I was coming to it (said Gargantua) 
aod by aijd by shall you heare the tu auteyn and know the 
whole mysterie and Imot of the matter if. wiped inj self with 
hay, with straw, with thatch lushes, with flax, with wooll, with 
paper, but. 

Who his foule taile with paper wipes, 

Shall at his ballocks leave some chips 

Wliat (said Grangousiei), m> little logue hast thou been at 
the pot that thou dost iime alieady ? Yes yes, my loid the 
king (answered Gargantua), I can rime gallantly, and nine till 
I become hoarse with Rheum Heaik, what our Pi ivy sayes 
to the Skyters 

, Shittard 

^uirtard 
Crackard 
Turdous 
Thy bung 
Hath flung 
Some dung 
Onus I 
FiUhard 
Cackard 
Stinkard, 

St Antonie s fire seize ou 
thy toane 

If thy 
Dirty 

Dounby • 

Thou do not wipe ere 
* thou be gone 

Will you have any moie of it ? Yes, yes (answered Gran 
gousier) Then said Gargantua, 

A E.OUNDLAY 

In shiting yesday I did kn&w 
The sesse I to my arse did owe 
The smell was such came from that slunk, 

That I was with it all bestunk 
0 had but then some brave Signor 
Brought her to me I waited for, 
in shiting 1 
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\ 


I would have cleft her watergap, 

And ]om d it close to my flipflap, 

Whilset she had with her fingers guarded 
My foule Nockandrow, all bemerded 
* m shiting 


Now say that I can do nothing, by the Merdi, thej aie not 
of my nSaking, but I heard them of this good old giandam, 
that you see hbre, and ever since have letained them m the 
budget of my memoiy • 

Let us return to our purpose, (said Grangousier) What, 
(said Gargantua), to skite ’ No, (said Grangousier), but to 
wipe our taile But, (said Gargantua), will not you be content 
to pay a punchion of Button wine, if I do not blank and gravel 
you m this matter, and put you to a nonplus ? Yes truly 
(said Grangousier) • • 

There is no need of wiping ones t#ile (said Gargantua) but 
when it IS foule , foule it cannot be unlesse one have b cfji a 
skiting skite then we must before we wipe our tailes O my 
pretty little waggish boy (said Grangousier) what aft excellent 
wit thou hast ’ I will make thee very shoitly pioceed Doctor 
in the jovial quiiks of gay learning and that, by G — for thou 
hast more wit than age^ now, I piethie»go on m this toiche 
culntife, or wyie bummatory discourse, and by my beaid I 
s\xeai,*for one puifbheon, thou shalt have threescoie pipes, I 
mean of the good Breton wine not that which grows in Britain, 
but in the good coujitrey of Yen on Afterwards I wiped my 
bum (said Gargantua) with a keichief with a pillow, with a 
pantoufle, with a pouch, with a pannier, but that was a wicked 
and unpleasant torcheciil , •then with a hat, of hats, note, that 
some aie shorne and others shaggie ^ome velveted, otheis 
covered with taffities and others with sattin the best of all 
these IS the shaggie hat, for it makes a very nerft abstersion of 
the fecal matter 

Afterwards I wiped my taile with a hen with a cock, with i 
a pullet, with a calves si in with a hare, with a pigeon with a 
cormoiant, with an Atturneyes bag, with a montero, with a 
coife, with a faulconers lure but to conclude I say and m un 
tain, that of all torchebuls, arsewisps, bumfodders, tail napluns, 
bunghole cleansers and wipe breeches, the^e is none in the 
world comparable to the neck of a goose, that is well douned, 
if you hold her heftd betwixt youi legs and beleeve me therein * 
upon mine honour, for you will thereby feele in your nockhole 
a most wonderful pleasure, both in regaid of the softnesse of the 
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said doiine, and of the tempeiate heat of the goo'se tvhich is 
easily communicated to the bum gut, and the lest At the ip 
wards, inspfaiie as to come even to the regions of the hcait and 
brailles , And think not, that the feliciy of the heioes and 
demigods m the Elysian fields consisteth either m then Asp 
hodele Ambiosia oi Nectar, as our old women here used to say , 
but in this, (accoiding to my judgment) that they wipe their 
talks with the neck of a gofse holding her head betwixt their 
legs and such is the opinion of iVIastei John of Scotland, alias 
Scotus 



• CHAPTER Xl[V 

Row Gargantua was taught Latine by a Sophistef ' 

The good man Giangousiei having heard this discourse, was 
ravished with admiration, considering the high reach and 
m irvellous understanding of his srane Gargantua, and said to 
his governesses, Philip king of Macedon jrnew the gieat wit of 
his sonne Alexandei, by his skilful managing of a horse for 
his horse Bucephalus was so fierce and uniuly, that none durst 
adventure to xide him, after that he had given to his Rideis 
such devillish falls breaking the neck of this man, the other 
mans leg biaimng one, and putting anothei out of his jaw 
bone This by Alexander being considered, one day in the 
hippodrome, (which was a place appointed for the breaking and 
managing of great horses) he peroeive^ that the fury of the 
horse proceeded meerly from the feare he had of his own 
shadow, whereupto getting on his back, he run hiifi agamst the 
Sun so that the shadow fell behinde, and by that meanes 
^ tamed the horse, and brought him to his hand whereby his 
father, knowing the divine judgement that was in him, caused 
lum most caieMly to be mstructed by ijistotle, who at that 
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time wt»s highly len owned above all the philosophers of Greece 
after th^same manner I tell you, that by this only discoiuse '' 
which now I have here had before you with my sonne Gaigantua, 

I know that his understanding doth paiticipate of some divinity, 
and that if he be well taught, and have that education which is 
fitting he will attain to a supreme degree of wisdome Theie 
fore wilf I commit him to some learned man to have him 
• indoctrinated accoiding to his capacity, and will spaie no cost 
Piesently they appointed hum a great Sophister Doctor called 
Master Tubal Holopheines who taught him his A B C so well, 
that he could say it by heait backwards and about this he 
was five yeares and thiee moneths Then lead he to him 
Donat, Facet Theodolet, and Alanus %n parab(^is About this 
he was thuteen yeais, six moneths, and*t\\o weeks but jou 
must remark, that iR the mean time he did learn to viite m 
Gottish chfiracteis, and that he wiot«» all his books foi the Art 
of punting was not then in use and did oidinarily carry a g i- cat . 
pen and inkhome, weighing about seven thousand quint ils 
(that IS, 700,000 pound wc]ght),»the pemier vheioof “was as big 
and as long as the gieat pillais of Enay, and The home was 
hanging to it in great iron chames, it being of the widcnesse of 
a tun of mercliand wai“e Aftei that life lead unto him the 
bofik modis tigmjica^di with the Commentaiies of Iluitbise 
o&Fa^cjtiin of Tiopifeu, of Gualhaut of Jhon Calf, of Billoiiio, 
of Berlmguandus, and a labble of others, and herein he spent 
more than eighteen yeaies and eleven monethes and was so 
well versed in it, that to try masteries m School disputes with 
his condisciples he would recite it by heait backwards and 
did sometimes prove on his fingers ends to his mothci quod de 
modis stgmftca'^i non erat scieniia Then did he leade to him 
the compost, for knowing the age of the Moon the seasons of the 
year, and tides of the sea, on which he spent sixteen ycaies and 
two moneths, and that justly at the time that his said Piaeceptor 
died of the French Pox which was in the yeaie one thousand 
foure hundred and twenty Afterwards he got an old cough 
mg fellow to teach him named Mastei Jobelm Bride, or muzled 
doult who read unto him Ilugotio, Flebard, Grecisme, the 
doctrinal, the parts the quid est, the supplemintum Mar 
motietus De monbus m mensa seivandis, Seneca de quatuor 
virtutibus cardinahbus, Passavantus cum commentar and donm 
securh for the holyclays and some other of such like mealie" 
stuffe by readmg wheieof he became as wise as any we ever 
since baked m an 0*en 
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CHAPTER XV 

IIow Gargantua was put under othei Schoolmasters 

At the last his father percei^fed that indeed he studied hard, 
and that although he spent all his time in it, did neverthelesse 
profit nothing but which is worse giew thereby foolish, simple 
doted and blockish wheieof making a heavi^ regiet to Don 
Philip of Marays Viceroy or depute King of Papehgosse, he 
found that it were b|ttei for him to learne nothing at all, then 
to be taught such like books under such Schoolmasteis, because 
their knowledge was nothing but* biutishnesse, and their 
wisdome but blunt foppish toyes, seiving only to bastai?<l*B^ 
good and noble spiiits and to corrupt all the flo\ve| of youth 
I hat it IS so, take, (said he) any young boy of this tune who 
hath only studied two yeares if he have not a better ]udgement, 
a better discourse, and, that expressed in bettei termes then 
your sonne with a compleater catnap and civility to all 
manner of persons account me for evei hereaftei a very clounch, 
a-td loacon sheer of Biene This pleased Giangousier very 
well and he commanded that it should be done At night at 
supper, the said Des Marays brought in a young page of his, of 
Vilie gouges, called Eudemon so neat, so trim so handsom in 
his appaiel, so spruce witjj. his haire in so good oidei and so 
sweet and comely m his behaviour, that he had the resemblance 
of a little Angel more then of a humane creature Then he 
said to Grangousier, Do you see this young box ^ he is not as 
Yft twelve yeaies old , let us try, (if it please you) what dif 
fcience there is betwixt the knowledge of the doting Mateo 
logians of old time, and the young lads that are now The 
tiial pleased Grangousier, and he commanded the Page to begin 
Then Eudemon, asking leave of the Vice King his mastei so to 
do, with his cap in Ijis hand, a clear and open countenance, 
beautiful and ruddie lips, his eyes steadie, and his looks fixed 
upon Gargantua, with a youthful modesty , standing up 
streight on his f^et, began very gracefully to commend him ; 
first for his vertue and good manners , secondly his know- 
ledge , thirdly for his nobility fourtUy for his bodily accom- 
plishments and, mithe fifthuplace, most sweetly exhorted him 
D 49 
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to reverence his fathei with all due obscivmcy riho rvas so 
^^areful to have him well brought up In the end he pr ay cd him 
that he would \ouchsafe to admit of him amongst the least dt 
his sefvants , for other favour at that tii>e desired lie none of 
heaven, but that he might do him some grateful and acceptable 
service , all this was by him deliveied with such piopei gestures, 
such distinct pronunciation, so pleasant a delivery, in such 
exquisite fine termes, and so good Latine, that he seemed rather 
a Gracchus a Cicero, an Aimiliusof the time past, then a youth 
of this age but all the countenance that Gaigantua kept was, 
that he fell to crying like a Cow, and cast down his face, hiding 
it w ith his cap, noi could they possibly diaw one word fi om him 
no more then a^ait from a dead Asse whereat his fathei was 
so grievously vexed, that he would haae killed Mastei Jobelin 
but the said Des Marays withheld him Ifom it by fane per 
suasions, so that at lengtl* he pacified his wrath 'I^hen Gran 
ffnnsiei commanded he should be payed his wages, that they 
should whittle him up soundly like a Sophister with good dunk 
and then ^ve him leave to go all the devils in hell at least 
(said he), to d':^ shall it not cost his hoste much if by chance 
he should die as diunk as a Suitser Master Jobelin being gone 
out of the house, Grartgousier consultefl with the Viceioy what 
School master they should choose for him and it was betwixt 
them resolved, that Ponociates the tutor of Eudemon? Should 
have the charge, and that they should go altogether to Pans 
to know what was the study of the young men of Fiance at 
that time 

“ Comme m Anglais ’ — Rabehis 



CHAPTER XVI 


Bow Gmgantuq was sent to Pai is and of the huge great Maie that 
he rode on how she destroyedJliL Ox flies of the Beauce 

In the same season Fajoles the fourth King of Numidia, sent 
out of the countrey of Afiick to Giaiigoiisier, the most hideously 
gieat Mare that evei uas seen, and of the stn4igest foime, foi 
you know well enough how it is said that Afiick alwayes is 
productive of some ijew thing she was as big as si\ elephants 
and had her feet cloaen into fingeis like Julius Cscsars hoiSe, 
with slouch hanging eares like the goats in Languedoc, and a 
little home on her buttock, she was of a burnt soiel hue, 
a little mixtuie of daple giay spots, but abo%e all, she had a 
hoirible taile , foi it was little miore oi lessc Hitn evei} whit 
as great as the Steeple pillar of St Mark bcsi^ Langes and 
squaied as that is avith tuffs and ennictoches or haiie plaits 
wrought within one anoUaer, no otherwise* then as the beaids are 
upon Jhe eaiesf of qprno 

• If you wonder at this avondei rather at the tails of tlie 
Scythian Rams which weighed above thiity pounds each and 
of the Surian sheep avho need, (if Teiiaud say true), a little cart 
at their heeles to beaie up their taile it is so long and heavy 
You female Lechers m thejrlaine countreys have no such tailes 
And she was brought by sea m thiee Caincks and a Bugantine 
unto the harbour of Clone in Ihalmondftis When Grangoiisier 
saw her, Here is, (said he), what is fit to caiiv mxsonne to Pans 
So now, in the name of God, all will be well, he will in times 
coming he a great Scholar, if it were not (my masters) for the 
beasts, we should live like Cleiks The next morning (after 
they had drunk, you must understand) they took their journey , 
Gargantua his Pedagogue Ponociates, and his traine, and with 
them Eudemon the jjoung Page, and because the weather was 
fane and temperate, his father caused to be made for him a 
paire of dun boots Babin calls them buskffis Thus did they 
merrily passe thcir time m travelling on their high w aj alw ayes^ 
making good chear, and were veiy pleasant till they came a"" 
little above Oilcans, m which place there was a foirest of five 
and thirty leagues <ong, and seventeen in breadth, or there 
SI 
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abouts This foircsl was most houibly fcitilc and copious ii 
•^orflies, hoinets and wasps so that it was a very Purgatory fo 
the pool mares, asses and horses But Gargantuas <naaie di( 
avenge herself handsomly of all the outrag*s therein committee 
upon beasts of her kmde, and that by a tuck whereof they hai 
no suspicion , for as soon as evei they were entied into the sail 
foiest and that the avasps had giaen the assault^ she diew ou 
and unsheathed her taile and therewith skiimishing, did si 
sweep them, that she overthrew all the wood alongst am 
athwart, here and there, this way and that way longwise am 
sidewise, o\er and under, and felled every where the wood witl 
as much ea e, as a mowei doth the grasse m such sort that neve 
since hath there been there, neither wood, noi Doi flies fo 
all the countiey was'theieby reduced to a plain champian 
field which Gargantua took great plea^ie to behold, am 
said to his company no mewe but this, Je irouve beau fie, I find 
Jius pretty whereupon that countrey hath been ever sine 
that time called Beauce but all the bieakfast the mare go 
that day, ^as but a little yawning and gaping, in memoi; 
whereof the Gehtlemen of Beauce, do as yet to this day breal 
their fast with gaping, which they finde to be very good, am 
do spit the bettei foi* it at last they came to Pans whei' 
Gargantua refresh t himself two or three d'^es making vei; 
meiry with his foil es and enquiiing what men of learmrfg'’thep 
wcie then in the city, and what wine they drunk there 
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CHAPTER XVII 

Tlow Gmgantua fayed his •welcome to the Parisians and how he 
took away the gieat R Us of oui Ladies Chuich 

Some few daj'^es aftei that they had lefresht themselves, he 
w ent to see the city, and was beheld of every body with great 
admiration foil the People of Pans are so sottish, so badot, so 
foolish and fond by nature, that a ]ugler, a earner of indulgences, 
a sumptei horse or mule with cjanbals *or tinkling bells, a 
blmde fidler m the middle of a crosse lane, shall draw a greater 
confluence of people togeflier, then an E\ angelical Preacher 
■^nd they prest so hard upon him, that he was constrained to 
lest himself upon the towers of our Ladies Chinch , at which 
place, seeing Sc^many about hihi, he said with a loud voice, I 
beleeve that these buzzards will have me to pay them here my 
wclcom hither, and niy Pioficiat , it is*but good leason, I will 
noA^ give them their wne, but it shall be only in spoit , Tlien 
smiling, he untied his fane Biagiiette, and di^wing pvt his 
mentul into the open aire he so bitterly all to bepist them that 
he droAvned tAvo hundred and sixty thousand, foure bundled 
and eighteen, besides the women and little children some 
neveithelesse, of the company escaped this piss flood by meei 
speed of foot, who Avhen they werorat the higher end of the 
universitj'' saa eating coughing spitting and out of bieath, they 
began to SAvear and curse some m good hot earnest, and others 
111 ]est, Caiimari, caiimaii gol3moly, goljnoly by my sweet 
Sanctesse Ave aie aa ash t in sport a spoit truly to laugh at in 
Fiench, Par ns, for Avhich that city hath been ever since called 
Pans Avhose name foimeily was Leucotia, (as Strabo testifieth, 
lib qiiaiio) fiom the Greek word \evhOTrjs Aihitenesse, because 
of the white thighs of the Ladies of that place, and forasmuch 
as at this imposition of a new name, all the people that were 
theie swore every one by the Sancts of his parish, the Paiisians, 
Avhich are patch’d up of all nations, and all pieces of countieyes, 
»aie by nature both good Jurers, and good JHrists, and some 
AAhnt overAveening Avhere upon Joanninus de Barrauco libio 
do copiosiiaie i evei entianm, thinks that they are called 
Paiisians, fiom the Greek word irappyta, vihich signifies 
54 
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boldnesse and libeity m speech This done he consideied the 
great bells which were in the said toms and made them sound 
very haii^joniously, which whilest he wis doing it came into 
his minde, that they»A%ould seive veiy well for tingling Tciiitans, 
and ringing Campsnels to hang about his males neck when 
she should be sent back to his father, (as he intended to do) 
loaded with Brie cheese and fresh herring and indeed he 
forthivith cairted them to his lodging In the mean while theie 
came a mastei begai of the Fiyeis of S Anthonie, to demand 
m his canting way the usual benevolence of some hoggish stuffe 
who, that he might be heard afar off and to make the bacon, 
he was in quest of shal e m the very chimnej s made account 
to filch them away priaily Ne\ eithelessc he left them behinde 
very honestly not foi that they were tho hot, but that they 
were somewhat too^ieavy foi his carnage This was not he.of 
Bourg, foj: he was too good a fiiencUof mine All the city was 
risen up in seditJbn, they being (as you knoav ) upon any sligli^ 
occasion so leady to upioais and msuiiectioiis that foireign 
nations wondei at the patienccwof the Kings of France, who do 
not by good justice resli am them from such tuntultuoiis coui ses, 
seeing the manifold inconveniences which thence arise fioni 
day to day Would to Cod I knew *he shop wherein aie 
fdrged these divisions and factious comoinations that I might 
hiin| them to light in the confrateimtics of my paiish ! Beleeve 
for a truth, that the place wherein tlic people gatheied to 
gethei weie thus sulfuied, hopurvmated moiled and bepist 
was called Nesle, wheie then was, (but now is no moie ) the 
Oiacle of Leacotia There was the case proposed, and the 
inconvenience shewed of*the transpoiting of the bells after 
they had well.ergoted pro and con, they,concluded in Baiahpton, 
that they should send the oldest and most sufficient of the 
facultie unto Gargantua, to signifte unto liirft the great and 
horiible prejudice they sustain by the want of those bells and 
notwithstanding the good leasons given m by some of the 
University why this charge was fitter foi an Oiatour then a 
Sophister, theie was chosen for this puipose our Mastei 
Janotus de Bragmardo 
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CHAPTER XVni' 

Iloio Janotus de Biagmaydo was sent to Gargantua, 
to recover the great Bells 

Master Janotus with his haire cut round like a di&h a la 
cmsarine, in his most antick accoustrement Liripipionated nith 
a giaduates hood and, having sufficiently antidoted his stomach 
with Ovenmarroalades, that is, bread and holy water of the 
Cellar transported hiipself to the lodging of Gargantua, driving 
btfoie him three red muzled beadles antV dragging after him 
five or SIX aitlesse masteis, all throughly bedaggled with the 
mne of the streets At tlfeir entry Ponocratos met them, who 
-was afiaid, seeing them so disguised, and thought they had 
been some maskers out of their wts, which moved him to 
enqune of onff <jf the said artlcs/e masters of the company, what 
this mummeiy meant ? it was answeied him, that they desired 
to have their bells restored to them #As soon as Ponocrates 
heard that, he ran in all haste to carry the newes unto Gai 
gantua, that he might be leady to answer them and spa®dily 
resolve what was to be done Gargantua being advertised 
hereof, called apart lus Schoolmaster Ponocrates, Philotimus 
Stewaid of his house Gymnastes his Esquire, and Eudemon 
and very summaiily confeired with them, both of what he 
should do and what answer he should give They were all of 
opinion that they should bring them unto the goblet office 
which IS the Buttery, and there make them drink hke Roysters, 
and line their jackets soundly and that this cougher might 
not be puft up with vain glory, by thinking the bells were 
restored at his request, they sent (whilest he was chopming 
and plying the pot ) for the Major of the City the Rector of the 
facultie and the Vicar of the Church, unto whom they resolved 
to deliver the bells before the Sophister had propounded his 
commission after that, rn their hearing, he should pronounce 
his gallant Oration, which was done and they being come, 
the Sophister was brought mto a full hall, and began as fol- 
^loweth, m coughing 
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CHAPTER XIX 

y/ie Oration of M aster J anoius de Bi agmardo, for 
recover y of the Bells 

Hem, hem, Gudday Siis GudSay et vohis, my masters, it weie 
but reason that you should restore to us oui bells , for we have 
great need of them Hem, hem, aihfuhash we have often 
times heretofore refused good money for thejn of those of 
London in Cahors yea and of those of Boyrdeaux in Brie, who 
would have bought yrem for the substantifick quality of the 
elementary complexion which is mtiomficated in the teries 
treity of their quidditative natuie, tt) extianeize the blasting 
mists, and whirlwindcs upon our Vines indeed not oms, but 
these round about us , for if we lose the piot and iiqnoui of 
the gi ape we lose all both sense and law If j oy testore them 
unto us at my request I shall game by it six basketfuls of 
sauciges and a fine paiij of breeches, which will do my legs a 
great deal of good, or else they will not keep their promise to 
me Ho by gob ^omine a pane of breeches is good, et mi 
sa-jnens Hon abhouebit cam Ha, ha a paire of breeches is not 
so easily got I have experience of it my self Consider 
Doniine I have been these eighteen dayes m matagrabohsing 
this brave speech, Eeddite mice sunt Ccesaris, Casan et quee sunt 
Del, Deo Ibi )acet lepus, qy my faith Domine if you will sup 
with me in camens bv cox body, chaiilaiis, nos faciemus bonum 
cherubin ego ocerdrf %mum puicum, et tgo habet bonum vino 
but of good wine we cannot make bad Laline Well, de parte 
Dei date nobis bellas nostras Hold, I give you in the name of 
the facultie a Samones de iitino that utinam >ou would give us 
our bells Vultis eliam paidonos^ Pet diem vos hdbebitis, et 
nihil payabitis 0 Sii Domine, bellagivaminor nobis , verily, est 
bonum vobis They are useful to every body, if they fit your 
mare well, so do thijy do our facultie , quee comparata est 
jumcniis insipientibus, et similis facta est eis, Psalmo nescio quo , 
yet did I quote it in my note book, et est unum bonum Aclulles, a 
good defending argument, hem hem hem, haikhash , for I 
prove unto you that you should give me them Ego sic 
a gumentor, Omnis bella bellabihs in Belleno beUando, bellans 
bdlaiive, bellaie fagit, bellgpiliter beUantes pansius habet 



THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

bellas , ergo glue Ha ha, ha, this is spoken to some pin pose 
it IS terho pnmee, m Dartt, or elsewheie By my soul I have 
seen the tame that I could play the devil m aiguin^, but now I 
am much failed, and hencefoiward want- nothing but a cup of 
good wine, a good bed, my back to the fire, my belly to the 
table, and a good deep dish Hei domtne, I beseec^ you, in 
nomine Paiiii Fihi, et Spinius sancii Amen to restore unto 
us oui bells and God keep you fiom evil, anJ our Lady fiom 
heilth qui vimt et regnat per olnnia secula sceulorum Amen 
Hem hashchehhawl sash qzrchiemhemhash verum enim veio 
quanchqmdeni dubw proeul cedepol quoniam, ita certe, medius 
fidiits , A Tomi without bells is like a blinde man without a 
staife an Asse "without a crupper, and a Cow without Cymbals , 
therefore be assured until you have restored them unto us, we 
vill never leave ciying aftei you like a*blinde man that hath 
lost his staffe, braying hke an Asse without a clipper, and 
making a noise like a Cow without Cyfnbals A certain 
Latmisatoi dwelling i ear the Hospital, said since producing 
the authoiity of one Taponnus, I lie, it was Pontanus the 
secular Poet, Vho wish’t those bells had been made of feathers 
and the clapper of a foxtail to the end they might have begot 
a chiomcle m the bdwels of his brame, when he was about the 
composing of his caimini formal lines but naopetetin petetac 
tic torche Loigne or Rot kipipur kipipot put pantse rfiaif -He 
was declaied an Heretick , We make them as of wax And no 
more saith the deponent Valete et plaudiie Calepinus 
recensui 


CHAPTER XX 

How die Sophster can ted away his Cloth, and how he had 
a Suite in Law against the othei Masieis 

Ihe Sophistei had no sooner ended, but Ponocrates and 
Eudemon burst out into a laughing so heartily, that they had 
almost split witbit and given up the ghost in rendeiing their 
souls to God even ]ust as Crassus did, seeing a lubberly Asse 
eate thistles , and as Philemon, who, for seeing an Asse eat 
those figs which were provided for his own dinner, died with 
foice of laughing , togethei witji them Jlastei Janotus fell a 



THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

laughing too as fast as lie could, m which mood of laughing 
they continued so long, that then ejes did water by the vehe 
ment concyjssion of the substance of the braine, by iVinch these 
lachi ymal humidities being piest out glided thiough the optick 
neives and so to the full lepiesenled Demociitus Herachtising, 
and Heiaclitus Democntismg 

When they had done laughing Gaigaiitua consulted with 
the piime of his retinue, what slyiuld be done There Pono 
ciates was of opinion that they should make this fane Orator 
dunk again, and seeing he had shewed them moie pastime, and 
made them laugh moie then a natural soule could have done, 
that they should give him ten baskets full of sauciges, men 
tioned in his pleasant speech, with a pair^ of hose, three hun 
dred gieat billets of Icjgwood, five and twenty hogsheads of wine, 
a good laige down bed and a deep capacious dish, which Ife 
said were necessary for his old age ?\.ll this was done as they 
did appoint only Gatganlua, doubting that they could not 
quickly finde out bieeches fit for his weaiing becaugg he knew 
not what fashion vould best betome the said CJ^ator whether 
the martingal fashion of bieeches v herein is a spunghole with 
a diaw budge, foi the mpre easie caguing oi the fashion of the 
Maiiineis foi the greater solace and comfort of his kidneycs 
or thqJL of the bn lasers which keejis varm the bedondame or 
betly taSiet or round bieeches with streat camrions having 
in the seat a piece like a Cods taile , all which considered for 
feare of over heating his remes he caused to be gn en him seven 
elles of white cloth for the linings The wood was carried 
by the Porters, the Masteis*of Arts carried the sauciges and the 
dishes and Blaster Janotus himself would carry the cloth One 
of the said Masters, (called Jesse Bandduille,) shewed him that 
it was not seemly nor decent for one of his coinjition to do so, 
and that therefore he should deliver it to one of them Ha, 
said Janotus Baudet, Baudet, or, Blockhead Blocklread, thou 
dost not conclude in modo et figura , for loe, to this end serve 
the suppositions et pawa Logicalia pannus, pro quo supponit ? 
Confusb (said Bandouille ) et disti ibutivh I do not ask thee 
(said Janotus ) Blockhead, qunmodo supponit but pio quo ? It 
IS, Blockhead, pio tibiis meis, and therefore I will tarry it 
Egomet sicut suppositum portal appositum , so did he caiij it 
away very close and covertly, as Patehn, the Buffoon did his 
cloth The best was, that when this cougher in a full act or 
assembly held at the Mathuims had with gieat confidence 
required his breeches and sauciges, and that they were flatly 
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denied him because he had them of Giigantu-i accoidmg to 
the mfonnations th^ieupon made, he shewed them that this 
was gratiif, and out of his liberality, by which they were not in 
any sort quit of their promises Notwithstanding this, it w^as 
answered him, that he should be content with reason without 
expectation of any other bribe theie Reason, (said Janotus) 
we use none of it heie, unluckie tiaitors, you are not woith the 
hanging the earth beaicth,jiot moie an ant Villains then you 
are, I know it well enough , Halt not before the lame I have 
piactised wicl eduesse with you By Gods rattle I will inform 
the king of the enormous abuses that aie forged here and 
earned underhand by you and let me be a Leper, if he do not 
burn you alive like Sodomites, Tiaitors, Heieticks and Seducers, 
enemies to God and vertue 

Upon these words they framed articles against him he on 
the other side warned thefp to appear In summe, the Piocesse 
was retained by the Couit and is there as yet Hereupon the 
Magisteis^made a vow never to decrott themselves m rubbing 
off the dut of either their shoes or clothes Master Janotus 
with his Adhe!ients vowed never to blow or snuffe their noses 
until judgement weie given by a definitive sentence by these 
vows do they continue imto this time both dirty and snottie , 
for the Court hath not gaibeled, sifted, and fully looked into all 
the pieces as yet The judgment or decree shall be ^ven out 
and pronounced at the next Greek Calends, that is never as 
you know that they do more then nature and contrary to their 
own ai tides The articles of Pans maintain, that to God alone 
belongs infinite and nature producejh nothing that is immortal 
foi she putteth an end and period to all things by her engen 
dered, according to the saying, Omma oria cadunl, etc But 
these thick mist swallowers make the suits in law depending 
before them Both infinite and immortal , in doing whereof, 
they have given occasion to, and verified the saying of Clnlo tke 
Lacedemonian consecrated to the Oracle at Delphos that 
misery is the inseparable compamon of law debates , and that 
pleaders are miserable for sooner shall they attain to the end 
of their lives, then to the final decision of their pretended rights 
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CHAPTER XXI 

The study 0/ Garganlua, accotding to the Diseiphne of kis 
Schoolmasters the Sophtstcrs 

The first day being thus speiffc, and the bells put up again in 
their own place, the Citizens of Pans m acknowledgement of 
this courtesie offered to maintain and feed his Mare as long as 
he pleased, which Gargantua took in good part^ and they sent 
her to graze in the forrest of Bieie I think she is not there 
now This done he ^vith all his heait sulimitted his study to 
the discretion of Ponociates , who for the beginning appointed 
that he should do as he was accustofied, to the end he might 
undeistand by -what meanes in so long time his old Masteis 
had made him so sottish and ignorant He disposed therefoie 
of his time in such fashion that cfrdmaiily he did awate betwixt 
eight and nine a clod , whether it was day or not,*'(for so had his 
ancient governours oidaijred ) alledging that which David saith 
Vanum est vobis ante lucem suigere Ihen did he tumble and 
tosse, wag his legs^^and wallow m the bed sometime the better 
to «tirTe*up and rouse his vital spirits, and apparelled himself 
according to the season but willingly he would weare a great 
long gown of thick freeze furred with fox skins Afterwards 
he combed his head with an Alman combe, which is the foure 
fingers and the thumb , fo^ his Prieceptor said, that to comb 
himself otherwaj es to wash and make himself neat, was to lose 
time m this riiorld Then he dung’df pist, spued belched, 
cracked, jawned, spitted coughed yexed sneezed and snotted 
himself like an Aich deacon , and, to suppresse the dew and 
bad aire, went to breakfast, haring some good fried tiipes 
faire rashers on the coales, excellent gamons of bacon, store of 
fine minced meat, and a great deal of sippet brew is, made up of 
the fat of the beef pot, laid upon bread, cheese, and chop’t 
parsley strewed togetjier Ponocrates shewed him, that he 
ought not to eat so soon after rising out of his bed, unlesse he had 
performed Some exercise befoiehand Gaigantua answered, 
\Vhat ! have not I sufficiently well exercised my self ? I ha\ e 
wallowed and rolled my self six or seven turns in my bed, befoie 
I rose is not that enough ? Pope Alexander did so, by the 
advice of a Jew his physician and lived till his dying day in 
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despite of his enemies My first Masters have used me to it, 
saying that to breakfast made a good memory, and therefore 
they dranlc first I am very well after it, and dine but the 
better and Master Tubal, (who was tim first Licentiat at 
Pansj.) told me, that it was not enough to run apace but to set 
forth betimes , so doth not the total welfare of our humanity 
depend upon perpetual drinking m a rible rable, like ducks, 
but on diinlang early in the morning unde verSus, 

To rise betimes is no good houre, 

To drink betimes is better sure 

After that he hq,d thioughlj broke his fast, he went to 
Chuich, and they carried to him m a jfieat basket, a huge 
ifnpantoufled oi tluck covered breviai> weighing what m 
giease, clasps parchmenf' and covei, little ipore oi lesse then 
• ele\en hundred and six pounds There he heard six and 
twenty or^ thirty Masses This while, to the same place came 
his oiison mti^teier impaletocked oi lap’t up about the chin, 
like a tufted whoop, and his bieath pretty well antidoted with 
store of the vine tree siriup with l^im he mumbled all his 
Kuiels and dunsical bieborions, which he so curiously thumbed 
and fingered that there fell not so much ag onp gramejto the 
ground , as he went from the Church they brought him upoTi a 
Diay drawn with oxen a confused heip of Patenotres and 
Aves of Sanie Claude every one of them being of the bignesse 
of a hat block , and thus walking through the cloj sters, 
galleries or garden, he said more turning them over, then 
sixteen Hermites would have done Then did he study some 
paltry half houre with his eyes fixed upon his book but, (as 
the Comick sajth,) his minde was in the kitchin Pissing then 
a full Unnal, he sate down at table and because he was 
naturally flegmatick, he began his meale with some dozens of 
gammons dried neat tongues hard rowes of mullet called 
Botaigos, Andouilles or sauciges, and such other forerunners of 
wine m the mean while foure of his folks did cast into his 
mouth one after another continuallv mustard by whole shovels 
full Immediately after that he drank a horrible draught of 
white wine foi the ease of his kidneys When that was done 
he ate according to the season meat agreeable to his appetite 
and then left off eating when his belly began to strout, and 
was like to crack for fulnesse , as for his drinking, he had in 
that neithei end noi rule , for be was v*)nt to say, that the 
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limits -md bounds ot dunking weie i\hen the coik of the shoes 
of him that diinketh swelleth up half a foot high 


CHAPTER XXII 
The Games of Gat gantna 


Then blockishly mumbling -iMth a set on countenance a piece 
of scuivie glace, he Mash’t his hands m fiesh wine pickt Ins 
teeth with the foot of a hog and talked jovially with his 
Attendants then thckCaipet being spied, they brought plenty 
of cardes, many dice with great stole and abundance of 
checkeis and chesge boards * 


Theie he played 


At Flusse 

At Primero 

At the beast , 

At the rifle 
At trump *, 

’ At tlie puck and spare not 
At the bundled 
At the peenic 
At the unfortunate woman 
At the fib • 

At the passe ten 
At one and thirtie 
At post and paire, or even 
and sequence 
At three hundred 
At the unluckie man 
At the last couple in hell 
At the hock 
At the suilie » 

At the lanskenet 
At the cukoe 

At puffe, oi let him speak 
that hath it 

At take nothing and throw 
out f » 

63 


At the mairjfige 
At the fiolicl 01 jncl diw 
At the opinion 
At who doth the one, doth 
the othei 
At the sequences 
At the ivory bundles 
At the taiots 
At losing load him 
At he’s gulled and esto 
At the tortuie 
At the liandiuf 
At the click 
At honouis 
At love 
At the chesse 
At Reynold the fox 
At the squares 
At the cowes 
At the lottery 
At the chance or mum 
chance 

At three dice or maniest 
bleaks 

At the tables 
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At nivinivmacls. 

At the lurch 

At doublets or queens 
game 
the f aihe 

A.t the French tictac 
At the long tables oi fer 
keering ^ 

At leldo-ivn 
At Tods body 
At needs must 
A.t the danres or draughts 
\t bob and mow 
\.t prunus secundus 
A.t Mark knife 
At the keyes 
At span counter 
At even or odd 
At crosseror pile 
At bal andThucklc bones 
At ivory balls 
At the billiards 
At bob and hit 
At the owle 

At the charming of the 
hare 

At pull yet a little 
At trudgepig 
At the magatapies 
At the home • 

At the flowei’d or shiove 
tide ove 

At the madge owlet 
At pinch without laugh 
mg 

At prickle me ticUe me 
At the unshoing of the 
Asse 

At the cocksesse 
At hari hohi 
At I set me down 
At earle beardie 
At the old mode 


At draw the spit 
At put out 

At gossip lend me j our 
sack 

At the ramcod ball 
At thrust out the harlot 
At Mai sell figs 
At nicknami’ie 
At stick and hole 
At boke or him, or flaying 
the fox 

At the branching it 
At trill madam, or graple 
my Lady 
At the cat selling 
At blow the coale 
At the rewedding 
At the quick and dead 
judge 

At unoven the iron 
At the false clown 
At the flints, or at the nine 
stones f 

At to t&e crutch huleh 
back 

At the Sanct is found 

At hmch pinch and laugh 

. not 

At the leek 

At Bumdockdousse 

At the loose gig 

At the hoop 

At the sow 

At belly to belly 

At the dales or stiaths 

At the twigs 

At tl^e quoits 

At I m for that 

At tilt at weekiC 

At nine pms 

At the cock quintin 

At tip and hmle 

At thejlat bowles 
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At the veeie and tourn 
At rogue and ruffian 
At bumbatch touch 
At the hiysterious trough 
At the short bowles 
At the daple gray 
At cock and ciank it 
At break p5t 

At my desue • 

At twiilie whiilietiill 
At the rush bundles 
At the shoit staffe 
At the -whiilmg gigge 
At hide and seek, oi aie 
jouallhid * 

At the picket 
At the blank 
At the pilfiers 
At the caveson 
At prison banes 
At have at the nuts 
At cherne pit * 

At rub and riije 
Af whip top 
At the casting top 
At the hobgoblins 
At the 0 wonderful 
At the soilie smutchie , 

At fast and loose 
At scutchbfeech 
At the broom beesome 
At St Cosme, I come to 
adore thee 

At the lustie brown 
boy 

At I take you napping 
At faire and softly passeth 
lent 

At the forked oak 
At trusse 

At the Wolfes \ai!e 
At bum to busse, or nose 
m breech 
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At Gcoidie giie me my 
lance 

At swaggie wfggie or 
shoggieshou 

At stook and rook, sheare, 
and threave 
At the bnch 
, At the musse 
At the dilhe dilli dailing 
At oxe moudie 
At purpose m pur^iose 
At nine lessg 
At bhnde man buffe 
At the fallen budges 
At bridled nick 
At the white at buls 
At thwack swinge him 
At apple peaie, plum 
At miungi • 

At the toad * 

At cricket 

At the pounding stick 
At jack and the box 
At the queens 
At the tiades 
At heads and points 
At the vine tree hug 
At black be thj fall 
At ho the distaffe 
At Jeane Thomson 
At the boiiltmg cloth 
At the oatb seed 
At gieedie glutton 
At the morish dance 
^tt feeble 

At the whole frisk and 
gambole 

At battahum or riding of 
the Wilde mare 
At Hinde the Plowman 
At the good mawkin 
At the dead beast 
At climbe the ladder Billie 
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At the dying hog 
At the salt doup 
At thh pretty pigeon 
At bailey break 
A*t the bavme 
At the bush leap 
At crossing 
At bo peep 

At the haidit aisepuisie* • 
At the harrowers nest 
At forwaid hey 
At the fig 
At gunshot crack 
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At mustard peel 
At the gome 
At the relapse 
At ]og bieech, or prick him 
forward 
At knockpate 
At the Cornish cough 
At the crant dance 
At slash and cut 
At bobbing, 01 the flirt on 
the nose 
At the larks 
At filipping 


After he had thus i\ell played revelefl, past and spent his 
time it was thought fit to drink a little, and that was eleven 
glassefuls the man, and immediately after irtaking good cheer 
again, he^would stretch himself upon a faire bench, or a good 
laige bed,*aikl there sleep two or three houres together without 
thinking or sfleaking any hurt Alter he was avakened he 
would shake his eares a little In the mean time they brought 
him fresh wine, theie he dranlc bettef than ever Ponocrates 
shewed him that it was an ill diet to drink so^fter sleeping It 
IS, (answered Gargantua,) the very life of Lhe Patriaicus and 
holy Fatheis for naturally I sleepe salt and my sleep hath 
been to me in stead of so many gamons of bacon Then began 
he to study a little, and out came the patenolres or rosaiy of 
beads , wluch the bettei and moie formally to dispatch, he got 
up on an old mule, which had served nine Kings and so 
mimrbhng with his month, nodding and dodimg his head, would 
go see n coney ferretted or caught m a gmne , At his return he 
went into the Kitchin, to knoi\ what roste meat was on the spit 
and what otherway es was to be drest foi supper and supped 
very well upon my conscience and commonly did invite some 
of his neighbours that were good drinkers with whom carousing 
and drinking merrily they told stories of aU sorts fiom the old 
to the new Amongst others, he had for domesticks the Lords 
of Foil, of Gourville, of Gnniot and of Marigny After supper 
were brought in upon the place the faire wooden Gospels, and 
the books of the foure Kings, that is to say, many paires of 
tables and cardes or the faire flusse one, two, three or at 
all to make shoit work or else they went to see the wenches 
thereabouts with little small banquets, intermixed with col 
-66 
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Htions and reer Suppers Then did he sleep without un 
biidehng, until eight a clock m the next morning 
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CILVPIER XXIII 

How Gaiganiiia was instructed hj Ponociates, and in such soil 
disciplinaicd, that hejiosi not one hour of the Day 

When Ponocrat^s knew Gargantuas vicious manner of living, 
he lesolved to bung him up m another kmde , but for a while 
he bore with him consideiing that nature cannot enduie a 
sudden change without great violence Theicfore to begin 
his work the better, he requested a learned Physician of tint 
time called Master Tlieodoius sciiously to perpend, (if it were 
possible ) how to bung Gaigantua unto a better couise the 
said physician pmged him canonically with Anticyrian ellebore 
by which medicine he cleansed all the alteiation and perverse 
habitude of his biaine By this meanes also Ponocrates 
made him foiget all that he had learned undci his ancient 
Pnsceptois, as Timotheus did to his disciples who had been 
instnicted under other Musici xns To do this the bettei they 
brought lum into the compai^y of learned men which were 
^ 61- 
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there, m whose imitation he had a gieat desiie and affection to 
study otherwnjes, and to improve his paits Afterwaids he 
put hiinaelf into such a road and way of studying that he lost 
not any one houre in the day, but employed alf his time in 
learning and honest knowledge Gargantua awaked them 
about foure a clock in the morning , whilest they weie in rubb 
mg of him theie was read unto him some chapter of the holy 
Sciiptuie aloud and cleaily, with a pronuncfation fit for the 
matter and hereunto was 'apjJointed a >oung page home m 
Basche named Anagnostes According to the puipose and 
argument of that lesson he oftentimes gave himself to worship 
adore, pray, and send up his supplications to that good God, 
whose Word Sid shew his majesty and marvellous judgement 
Then went he into*the secret places to make evcretion of his 
•natural digestions there his master refieated what had been 
read, expounding unto* him she most obscuie and difficult 
points , in returning, they considered the f'tce of the sky, if it 
was such as they had observed it the night befoie, and into 
ivhat sigrtes,the Sun was entewng as also the Moon for that day 
This done, hte was apparelled, combed, curled, trimmed and 
pel fumed, during which time they treated to him the lessons 
of the day befoie he himself said them by heart and upon 
them would ground some practical cases cmicsrning the estate 
of man, which he would piosecute sometimes two df three 
houres, but ordinarily they ceased as soon as he was fully 
clothed Then for three good houres he had a lecture read 
unto him This done, they went forth still conferring of the 
substance of the lecture, either unto a field near the University 
called the Brack or unto the me^owes where they played at 
the ball the loirg teams, and at the Piletrigpne (which is a 
play wherein we throw a triangular piece of non at a ring, to 

E ass it ) most gallantly exercising then bodies, as formerly they 
ad done their mindes All then play was but m liberty for 
they left off when they pleased, and that was commonly when 
they did sweat over all their body, or were otherwayes weary 
Then were they very well wiped and rubbed, shifted their 
811111:3 and walking soberly went to see if dinner was readj’’ 
Whilest they stayed for that, they did clearly and eloquently 
pronounce some sentences that they had retained gf the lecture 
in the mean time Master Appetite came and then very orderly 
sate they down at table , at the beginning of the meale there 
was read some pleasant history of the warlike actions of former 
times, until he had taken a glasse of wine Then, (if they 
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thought good ) they continued reading or began to discouise 
morrdy togethei speaking first of the vcitue, propriety 
efficacy and natuie of all that was seivcd in at the lable , of 
bread of wine, of uater, of salt of fleshes fishes fiuits herbs 
roots and of then diessing, bj meanes whereof, he learned m a 
httle tim« all the passages competent foi this that were to be 
found in Plinie Athenicus, Dioscoridcs, Julius Pollux, Galen 
Porphine Oppian, Polybius Helipdoie Aristotle Elian, and 
otheis VVhilcst they talked oi these things many times to be 
the moie certain they caused the very bool s to be brought 
to the table and so well and peifectly did he in his meinoiy 
letain the things abo\e said, that in that time tWere was not a 
Physician that 1 new halt so much as he did Aftciwards they 
confeired of the lessors read m the morning and ending their 
lepast with some conseive or maimalade of quinces he pick’t 
his teeth with mg stick tooth pickerif wash t his hands and 
eyes with faire fiesh water, and gave thanks unto God in some 
fhie Canticks, made m praise of the divine bounty ajid mum 
ficence This done, they brought in cards not to*play but to 
leain a thousand pietty tricks and new inventions, which weie 
all grounded upon Aiithijictick by this means he fell m lo\e 
with that numerical science and eveiy day after dinner and 
suppeijne past Itis fiime in it as pleasantly as he was wont to do 
at cardes and dice so that at last he understood so well both 
the Theory and Practical pait thereof that Tunstal the English 
man, who had wiittcn very laigely of that purpose, confessed 
that verily m comparison of him he had no skill at all And not 
only m that, but in the •other Mathematical Sciences, as 
Geometric, Astronomic Musick etc Foi m waiting on the 
concoction, and •attending the digestion df his food, they made 
a thousand pretty instiuments and GeometiicaL figuies, and 
did, in some measure practise the Astronomical canons 

After this they lecreated themselves with singing musically, 
m foure or five parts, or upon a set theme or giound at random 
as it best pleased them in matter of musical instruments, he 
learned to play upon the Lute, the Virginals, the Harp, the 
Allman Flute with ninesholes, the Viol and the Sackbut 'Ihis 
houre thus spent, and digestion finished he did puige his body 
of natural excrements then betook himself to his principal study 
foi thiee houres togiither or moie, as well to repeat his matutinal 
lectures, as to proceed m the book wherein he was, as also to 
write handsomly, to draw and foime the Antick and Romane 
letters This bemg^ione they went out of their house and 
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with them a young gentleman of Touraine named the Esquire 
Gymnast, who taught him the Ait of iiding , changing then 
his clothes he rode a Naples com sei a Dutch roussjn a Spanish 
gennet, a barbed or trapped steed then a light fleet hoise untc 
whom he gave a hundred caneies made hma go the high saults 
bounding in the aire, free the ditch v ith a skip leap oa er a stile 
or pale tume shoit m a ring both to the iigl^t and left hand 
Theie he brol e not his lance* fqj it is the gieatest fooleiy m the 
uorM, to say I have broken ten lances at tilt oi in fight a 
Carpenter can do even as much , but it is a glorious and praise 
worthy action with one lance to break and ovei throw ten 
enemies therefore with a sharp stiffe, stiong and well steeled 
lance, -would he usually force up a door pieice a harnesse, beat 
down a tree cairy away the ring, lift up « cuiiasier saddle, with 
the male coat and gantlet all this he did in compleat armes 
fiom head to foot As for the prancing floipashes, and smack 
mg popismes, for the bettei cherishing of the horse, commonly 
used in riding, none did them better than he The cavallenze 
of Feirara but as an Ape compared to him He v as 
singularly skiltul in leaping nimbly from one horse to another, 
without putting foot to ground and* these horses were called 
desultories he could likewise fiom either side, -with a lance in 
his hand, leap on horseback without stirrup?-, aitd rule the horse 
at his pleasure without a bridle for such things are useful in 
military engagements Another day he exeicised the battel 
axe which he so dextrously wielded both m the nimble, strong 
and smooth management of that weapon and that in all the 
feats practiscable by it, that he -passed Knight of Armes m 
the field and at all Essa-^ es 

Then tost he the pike played with the two handed swoid 
with the back sword, with the Spanish tuck, the dagger, 
pomiard, armed, unarmed, with a buckler, w ith a cloak with a 
targuet Then would he hunt the hart, the roebuck the 
Beare, the fallow Deer, the wilde Boare, the Hare, the Phesant, 
the Partridge and the Bustard He played at the baloon and 
made it bound in the ane both with fist and foot He wrestled, 
ran, jumped not at three steps and a leap (called the hops ) 
nor at clochepied (called the hares leap,) nor yet at the 
Almanes for, (said Gymnast,) these jumps are foi the waires 
altogether unprofitable, and of no use hut at one leap he 
would skip over a ditch, spiing over a hedge, mount six paces 
upon a wall romp and grapple after this fashion up against a 
window, of the full height of a- lance ^e did swim m deep 
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i- 1 CV...IK7 nn his b'lck, sidewise withnll his body with 
Sone Snd m the an .hexein he held a^ook 
fr, the biedth of the ri\ er of Seine, xx ithout wetting it, 
f ^ d Alon2 his cloak with his Icclh as did Juhus Cms w , 

thelx^yife the help of one hand he cntied foicibly into a- boat, 
? om Snee he cast himself again headlong into the water, 
founded the depths hollowed the rocks and plunged into the 
Pits and guliihs Then turned he the boat about governed it, 
fprl It swittlv or slowly with U* stfeam and against the stream, 
ctlnrT t ni Ss couiL guided it With One hand and vith the 
othei kid liar^l about him with a huge gi^eat Oaic hoised the 
saile hied up along the mast by the shrouds ran upon the edge 

of the decks set the compasse in Older tacUed the boiihns and 

steel d the holme Coming out of the water, he ran fuiiously 
up against a hill and*with the same alacrity and swiftnesse ra*i 
down again he climbed up at trees W.e a cat and leaped from 
the one to the otlfer like a squirrel he did pull down the great 
bouirhes and branches like another ]\Iilo then with two shaip 
w elf steeled daggeis and two tiied bodkins would Jle^un up by 
the wall to the veiy top of a house hi e a cat ^hen suddenly 
came down flora the top to the bottom with such an even 
composition of members that by the fall he would catch no 


Jle did cast the'dait, throw the barre put the stone practise 
the lavelm, the boarspear 01 partisan, and the halbaid , he 
broke the stiongcst bowes in drawing, bended against his 
bieast the gieatest ciosse bowes of steele took his aime the 
eye with the hand gun, and shot well, traversed and planted 
the canon shot at but marks, at the papgay from below up 
wards, or to a height from above downwards or to a descent 
then befoie him sidewise, and behmde him like the Parthians 
They tied a cable rope to the top of a high Toavbr, by one end 
wheieof hanging neai the ground he wrought himself with his 
hands to the very top Then upon the same tiact came doivn 
so sturdily and hrme that you could not on a plaine meadow 
have run ivith more assurance They set up a great pole fixed 
upon two tiees, there would he hang by his hands and with 
them alone, his feet touching at nothing would go back and fore 
along the foresaid rope with so gieat swiftnesse, that hardly 
could one overtalre him with runnmg , and then to exercise 
his breast and lungs he would shout like all the Devils in hell 
I heaid him once call Eudemon from St Victors gate to Mon 
maitre Stentor had never such a vo\ce at the siege of Tioy 
♦ *n 
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Then for the strengthening of his nerves or smeives, they made 
him two gieat sows of lead each of them weighing eight 
thousand and seven hundred kintals, which they called Alteies 
those he took up fiom the ground, m each hand one, then lifted 
them up over Ins head, and held them so without stirring thiee 
quaiters of an hour and more, which was an mirmtable force , 
he fought at Baiiieis with the stoutest and most vigoious 
Champions , and when it came to the cope, he suood so sturdily 
on his feet that he abandorfed *iimself unto the stiongest, in 
case they could lemove him from his place, as Milo was wont 
to do of old , m whose imitation likewise he held a Pomgranat 
in his hand, to give it mito him that could take it fiom him 
The time being thus bestowed, and himself rubbed, cleansed 
wiped, and refiesht with other clothes he returned fair and 
seiftly , and passing thiougd certain meafiows, or other giassie 
places, beheld the trees ai^d plants comparing them with what 
IS written of them in the books of the Ancients, such as Theo 
phrast, Dioscoiides, Mannus, Plinie, Nicander Macer and 
Galen, and carried home to the house great handfuls of them, 
whereof a youftg page called Rizotoroos had chaige , together 
with little Mattocks Pick axes. Grubbing hooks, Cabbies, 
Pruning Imives and other mstruments requisite for herborising 
Being come to their lodging, wildest supper jjvas^makmg ready 
they repeated certain passages of that whicn hath beenTead, 
and sate down at table Here remark that his dinner was 
sober and thrifty for he did then eat only to pi event the gnaw 
mgs of his stomack, but his supper was copious and large foi 
he took then as much as was fit to mamtame and nouiish him 
which indeed is the true diet piesciilied by the Art of good and 
sound Phvsiek Although a rabble of logger headed Ph> sicians, 
nuzzeled in the brabling shop of Sophisters counsel the con 
trary during that repast was continued the lesson read at 
dinner as long as they thought good the rest was spent in good 
discourse, learned and profitable After that they had given 
thanks, he set himself to sing vocally and play upon harmonious 
instruments or otherwayes passed Ins time at some pretty 
sports made with caids or dice or m practising the feats of 
I egei dermain with cups and balls There they stayed some 
niglits m frolicl mg thus, and making themselves meiiie till 
it was time to go to bed , and on other nights they w ould go 
make visits unto learned men, or to such as had been tiavelleis 
111 strange and remote countieys When it was full night 
before they retired themselves they went unto the most open 
ri 



THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

place of the house to see the face of the sky and there beheld 
the comets, if any weie, as likewise the figures, situations, 
aspects, oppositions and conjunctions of the both fixsd staries 
and planets 

Then with his Master did he biiefely recapitulate aftci the 
manner of the Pythagoreans, that which he had read, seen 
learned, done and understood m the whole course of that day 
Then prayed they unto God the Creator, in falling down 
before him and strengthening their faith towards him and 
glorifying him for his boundlesse bounty and, giving thanks 
unto him for the time that was past they recommended them 
selves to his divine clemency for the future, which being done 
they went to bed, and betook themselves to tlieir repose and 
rest 


CHAPTER XXIV f 

Row Gargantua ipent his Time in ramie Weather 

If it happened thSlt the weather v\ ere any thing cloudie foul 
and ramie all the forenoon was employed, as before specified 
according to custom, with this difference only, that they had 
a good clear file lighted, to conect the distempers of the aire 
but after dinner, instead of their wonted exercitations they 
did abide within and by way of Apotherapie, (that is, a making 
the body healthful by exercise,) did secreate themselves in 
bottehng up of hay, in cleaving and sawing of wood andin 
threshing sheaves of corn at the Barn Then they studied 
the Art of painting or carving or brought into use the anticl 
play of tables as Leonicus hath written of it, and as our good 
fiiend Lascaris playeth at it In playing they examined the 
passages of ancient Authois wherein the said play is mentioned, 
or any metaphore drawn from it They went likewise to see 
the drawing of mettal? or the casting of great ordnance hoiv 
the Lapidaries did woik as also the Goldsmiths and Cutters 
of precious stones nor did they omit to visit the Alchjunists 
money comers Ufiholsteis Weavers, Velvet workers Watch 
makers, Looking glasse fiamers, Piinteis, Organists, and other 
such kmde of Aitificers, and every wheie giving them some 
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wliat to dunk did leame and consider the industry and inven 
tion of the trades They went also to heaie tlie public lectures 
the solemn commencements the repetitions, the acclamations 
the pleadings of the gentle Lawyers, and Sermons of ‘Evangelical 
Preachers He went through the Halls and places appointed 
for fencing, and there played against the Masteis ttipmsckes 
at all weapons, and shewed them by expeiience that he knew 
as much m it as (yea moie then) they And hi stead of her 
borising, they visited the shops'^of Druggists, Herbalists, and 
Apothecaries and diligently consideied the fiuits, roots, 
leaves, gums, seeds the grease and ointments of some foricign 
parts as also how they did adulterate them He went to see 
the Juglers T^imblcis Mountebanks and Quaeksalvers and 
considered their cunning their shifts thgir summer saults and 
smooth tongue especially of those of Chauny in Picaidie who 
are natuially great piat^s and brave givers of fibs m matter 
of green apes At thei’’ return they did eatfe more soberly at 
supper then at othei times and meates more desiccative and 
extenuatifig^ to the end that the intemperate moisture of the 
aire communicated to the body by a necessary confinitie, 
might by this means be corrected, a^id that they might not 
receive any prejudice for want of their oidmary bodily exercise 
Thus was Gargantua go\erned, and kept op u> this course of 
education from day to day profiting, as you may untierstand 
such a young man of his age may of a pregnant judgement with 
good discipline well continued Winch although at the begm 
ning it seemed difficult became a little after so sweet so easie 
and so delightful that it seemed ,iather the lecreation of a 
King than the study of a Scholar Neverthelesse Ponocrates, 
to diveit him from this vehement intension of the spirits 
thought fit, once m a month upon some faire and clear day to 
go out of the city betimes m the moinmg either towards 
Genlilly, oi Boulogne or to Montrouge, or Charanton bridge 
or to Vanves, or St Clou, and theie spent all the day long m 
making the greatest chear that could be devised, sporting 
making meny, drinking healths playing smging dancing, 
tumblmg in some fane medow, unnesLling of sparrowes, taking 
of quailcs, and fishing for fiogs and crate but although that 
day was past without books or lectuie yet it waS not spent 
without piofit , for in the said medowes they usually repeated 
certain pleasant veises of Viigils Agriculture, of Hesoid and 
of Pohtians husbandiie, would set abroach some wittie Latine 
Epigrams, then immediately turped them mto roundlays and 
U 
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songs for dancmg in the French language In their feasting, 
they would sometimes separate the water from the wme that 
was theiewith mixed, as Cato teacheth de re rustica 1a,nd Plmie 
with an ivi5 cup would wash the wine in a basin full of w atei 
then take it out again with a funnel as pure as evei The> made 
the nal^r go fiom one glasse to another, and contrived a 
thousand little automateiie Enguies, that is to say, moving 
of themselves 



. . CHAPTER XXV 

How there was gieat Stnje and Debate raised betwixt the Calc- 
Balers of Lcrne, and those of Garganiuas CounUey, where 
upon wen e waged gieat Waues 

At that time, which was the season of Vintage in the beginning 
of Harvest, vhen the countrey shepherds were set to keep the 
Vines, and hmder the Starlings from eating up the gi apes , as 
some cake bakers of I eine happened to passe along m the 
broad high way, driving unto the City ten or tvelye horses 
loaded vilh cakes the said shepherds couitcously intreated 
them to giye them some foi their money as the puce then ruled 
in the market foi here it is to be remarl ed, that it is a celestial 
food to eate for breal-Jast hot fresh cakes with giapes, especially 
the frail clusters, the great led grapes, the muscadine the 
verjuice giape and the lusl ard, for those that are costive m 
then belly , bec'iuse it will make them gush out, and squirt the 
length of a Hunters staffe like the veiy tap of a baiiel and 
often times thinking to let a squib, they did all to besquatter 
and consl ite themselves, whereupon they are commonly 
' ^ *75 
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called the Vintage thinkers The Bunsellers or Cake mnkeis 
were in nothing inclinable to their request, but (which 
Avorse) did'injure them most outragiously, calling them prathng 
gablers, licl oious gluttons, freckled bittors man|ie rascals 
shiteabed scoundiels, drunken roysteis, she knaves dioAvsie 
loiterers slapsauce felloAVs slabbeidegullion diuggels, Iqbbaidly 
lowts, cosening foxes ruffian rogues paultiie customers, 
sycophant varlets, diaivlatch hoydons flouting milksops, ]eei 
ing companions staling clovvna, forlorn snakes, ninnie lob 
cocks, scurvie sneaksbies, fondling fops base lowns, saAAcie 
coxcombs idle lusks, scoffing Biaggaids, noddie meacocks 
blockish giutnols, doddi poljolt heads, jobernol goosecaps, 
foolish loggerhe*ads, slutch calf lollies giouthead gnat snappers 
lob dotteiels, gaping changelings codshead loobies woodcock 
skingams ninnie hammer flycatchers, noSdiepeak simpletons , 
lurdie gut, shitten shepherds, and other such like defamatory 
epithets saying further, that it AAas not for them to eate of the o 
dainty cal es, but might very well content themselves AAith the 
course unrhuaged bread, or to eat of the great broAATi household 
loaf To whiA provoking A\ords, one amongst them, called 
Forgier, (an honest fellow of his person, and a notable springal ) 
made ansAver very calmly thus Hoay long is it since j ou haA e 
got homes, that you are become so proud ? indeed foipieily 
you were wont to give us some freely, and "will you hot now 
let us have any for our money ? This is not the part of good 
neighbours, neither do Ave serve > ou thus when you come hither 
to buy our good com, wheiof you make jour cakes and buns 
besides that avc would have gi\en you to the bargain some of 
our grapes, but, by his zounds you may chance to repent it 
and possibly have need of us at another time, when we shall 
use you after the like manner, and therefore remember it 
Then Marquet, a prime man m the confraternity of the cake 
bakers, said unto him. Yea Sir, thou art pretty ivell ciest risen 
this morning thou didst eat yesternight too much millet and 
bolymoug come hither, Surah come hither, I AVill gne thee 
some cake whereupon Foigier dieadmg no harm, m all 
simplicity went toAAards him, and diew ^ sixpence out of his 
leather sachel thinking that klaiquet would have sold him 
some of his cakes , but, in stead of cakes he gaA^ e hmi with his 
AAhip such a lude lash oveithwait the legs, that the marks of 
the vvhipcoid knots were apparent m them , then would have 
fled aAvay but Forgier eiied out as loud as he could 0 murther, 
murther, help, help, help and in fhe mean time thrcAV a great 

T# * 
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cudgel alter him which he carried under his arme wherewith 
he hit him in the coional ]oynt of his heaij, upon the crotaphick 
arterie of the light side thereof so forcibly that IVfarquet fell 
doAvn from his mare, more like a dead then living man Mean 
wliile the farmers and eountrey swaines, that were watching 
then walnuts near to that place came running with their great 
poles and long staves and laid such load on these cake bakers, 
as if they had been to thresh upon green rie The other 
shepherds and shepherdesses *he5r]ng the lamentable shout of 
Foigier came with their slings and slackies following them, and 
tin owing great stones at them as thick as if it had been haile 
At last they overtook them and took from thpm about foure 
or five dosen of their cakes nevertheless they payed for them 
the ordinal y price and gave them over and above one hundred 
egges and thiee baslc^ts full of mulben les Then did the cake 
bakers help to get up to his mare^Maiq^uet, who was most 
shrewdly wounded, and forthwith returned to Lerne, changing 
the resolution they had to go to Pareille, thieatening very sharp 
and boisteiously the cowheids, shepherds, and faimers of 
Sevile and Sinays This done, the shepherds anfl shepherdesses 
made mciiy with these cakes and fine giapes and spoited them 
selves together at the sound of the pretty small pipe scoffing 
and laughing at those vainglorious cake bakers who had that 
day ifieb with a rfiischief for want of crossing themselves with 
a good hand in the morning Nor did they forget to apply 
to Foigicis leg some fane great red medicinal grapes and so 
handsomely drest it and bound it up that he was quickly cuied 
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CHAPTER XWI 

How the Inhabitants of Leine, by the Commandment of Piaochole 
their King assaulted the Shepherds of Gargantua, un 
expectedly and on a sudden* 

The Cake bakeis being returned to Lerne went presently, 
before the3 did either eat or drink, to the Capitol and theie 
before their King called Picroehole the thud of that name, 
made their complaint, bhevsmg their paniers bioken, their caps 
a^l crumpled, their coats torn, their caEJes taken a-nay, but 
above all Marquet most Aiorraously wounded saying that all 
that mischief vias done by the shepherds Snd herdsmen of 
Giangousier, near the broad high way beyond Sevile Piero 
chole mco'htinent grew angry and furious and without asking 
any fuither wHat, how, why or wherefoie, commanded the ban 
and ariiere ban to be sounded throughout all his countiey, 
that all his vassals of what condition soever should upon pame 
of the halter come m the best armes they could unto the gieat 
place before the Castle, at the houre of noone, and, the iDetter 
to strengthen his designe he caused the dium to be beat about 
the town Himself wildest his dinner was making ready went 
to see his artillery mounted upon the carnage, to display his 
colours, and set up the gieat royal standard and loaded waines 
with store of ammunition both foi the field and the belly, armes 
and Victuals at dinner he dispatch t his commissions, and by 
his expresse Edict my Lord Sbagng was appointed to command 
the Vanguard, wherein weie numbeied sixteen thousand and 
fourteen haiquebusieis or file locks, together with thirty 
thousand and eleven Voluntier adventuieis The gieat 
Touquedillion, lilaster of the horse had the charge of the 
ordnance wherein were leckoned nine hundred and fourteen 
brazen pieces in cannons, double cannonsj basilisks, serpentines, 
culverms, bombards or murtherers, falcons, bases or passe 
volans, spiroles and other sorts of gieat guns The. Reerguard 
was committed to the Duke of Scrapegood In the maine battel 
was the King and the Princes of his Kingdome Thus beino' 
hastily furnished, before they would set foiward they sent 
three hundred light horsemen u^der the conduct of Captain 
78 » 
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Swillwmd to discovei the eountrey, clear the avenues, and see 
whether there was any ambush laid for them but, aftei they 
had made diligent seaich they found all the land roufid about 
in peace and quiet, without any meeting or convention at all 
which Picrochole understanding commanded that eveiy one 
should maich speedily under his colours then immediately 
m all disorder, without keepmg either rank or file, they took the 
• fields one amongst another, wasting spoiling, destioying and 
making havock of all wherevei 1,hey went, not sparing pool nor 
rich, priviledged nor unpriviledged places. Church nor laity, 
drove away oxen and cowes, bulls, calves heifers, wethers, ewes, 
lambs goats kids hens, capons chickens, geese, ganders, 
goslings hogs swine pigs and such like Beafing down the 
walnuts plucking the gi apes tearing the hedges, shaking the 
fiuit trees and coranmtmg such incomparable abuses, that, 
the like abomination was nevei heard»of Neverthelesse, the> 
met with none to resist them, for eveiy one submitted to their 
mere} , beseeching them that they might be dealt with couite 
ously, in legard that they had alwayes carried th^Selves, as 
became good and loving neighbours, and that tltey had never 
been guilty of any wrong or outiage done upon them, to be 
thus suddenly suipiised,* troubled, and disqmeted, and that 
if they would npt desist, God would punish them very shortly 
to wdiith expostulations and remonstrances no other answer 
was made, but that they would teach them to eat cakes 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

Hoj} a Monk of Sevile saved the Closse of ike Ahhey from 
being ransacked by the EnemiS 

So much they did, and so faire they went pdlaging and stealing 
that at last they came to Seville, where they robbed both men 
and women, and took all they could catch nothing was either 
too hot or too'heT.vie for them Although the plague was there 
m the most part of all the houses, they, neverthelesse entered 
every where, then plundered and carried away all that was 
within and yet for all thfe not one of them took any huit which 
IS a most wondeiful case For the Cmates, Vicars, Pieacheis 
Physicians Chirurgions and Apothecaries, who went to visit 
to dresse? tg cuie to heale, to preach unto and admonish those 
that were sicl^ were all dead of the infection , and these devilhsh 
robbers and muitherers caught ngver any harme at all 
Whence comes this to passe {my masters) I beseech you think 
upon it ? the town being thus pillaged, they went u^to the 
Abbey with a horrible noise and tumult, bul they found it-shut 
and made fast against them whereupon the body of the army 
marched forward towards a passe or ford called the Cue de 
Vede e\cept seven companies of foot and two hundred lanciers, 
who staying there, broke down the walls of the Closse, to waste 
spoile and make havock of all the Vines and Vintage within 
that place Ihe Mornks (poor de\ils) knew not in that extre 
mity to which of all their Sancts they should vow themselves , 
nevertheless at all adventures they rang the bells ad cayitulum 
capitulantes there it was decreed, that they should make a 
faire Procession stuffed with good lectures, prayers and 
letanies contra hostium insidias and ]ollie responses pro pace 

There was then m the Abbey a claustial Monk, called Freer 
Jhon of the funnels and gobbets in French des entoumeuies, 
>oung gallant fiisk, lustie, nimble, quick, active, bold, adven 
turous, resolute, tall, lean, wide mouthed, long nosed a faire 
dispatcher of morning prayers, unbndler of masses, and runner 
over of vigils , and to conclude summiuily in a word, a right 
Monk, if ever there was anj , since the Monking world monked a 
Monkerie for the rest a Clerk even to the teeth in matter 




THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

of breviary This Monk heaiing the noise that the enemy made 
withm the inclosure of the Vineyard, went out to see what they 
were doihg , and peicening that they were cutting and gather 
ing the grapes, whereon ivas giounded the foundation of all their 
next yeaies wine, returned unto the quire of the Church where 
the other Monks were all amazed and astonished like so many 
Bell melters whom when he heard sing, im, mm, pe,'ne, ne ne, 
lie, nene, turn, ne, num, num mi, i mi, co, o no, o, o, neno ne, , 
no, no no rum nenum, mm "It is well shit well sung (said 
he) By the veitue of God, why do not you sing Panieis faie 
well. Vintage is done The devil snatch me if they be not 
already within the middle of our Closse, and cut so well both 
Vines and Grapes, that by cods body, there will not be found 
for these fouie yeares to come so much as a gleaning m it 
•By the belly of Sanct James what shair we (poor devils) drink 
the while ? Lord God b da miht potum Then said the prior 
of the Convent, What should this drunken •fellbw do here let 
him be carried to piison for troubling the divine service Nay, 
said the’lMpnk, the wine service, let us behave our selves so 
that it be no* tioubled for you youi self my Lord Prior, love 
to drmk of the best, and so doth evei^ honest man Never yet 
did a man of woitli dislike good wine, it is a monastical apoph 
thegme But these responses that you chanj; heie, by G— , 
are not in season , wherefore is it that Our devotioiis „were 
instituted to be short in the time of Harvest and Vintage, and 
long in the Advent, and all the winter ? The late finr, Masse- 
pelosse, of good memory a time zealous man or else I give mv 
self to the devil of our religion toldme, and I lemembei it ne]] 
how the reason was that in this season we might pi esse and 
make the wine, and jn Winter whiffe it up Ileark you my 
masters, you that loie the wme, Cops body, follow me for 
Sanct Anton’ie burn me as freely as a fagot, if they get leave 
to taste one drop of the liquor that mil not now come and 
fight for relief of the Vine Hogs belly the goods of the church I 
Ha, no, no what the devil, Sanct Thomas of England was 
well content to die for them if I died in the same cause, should 
not I be a Sanct likewise ? Yes Yet shall I not die there for 
aU this, for it is I that must do it to fttheis and send them a 
packing As he spake this, he threw off his great Jlonks habit 
and laid hold upon the stalfe of the crosse, which was made of 
the heart of a soibaple tiee, it being of thb length of a lance 
round, of a full giipe, and a little poudred with lilies called 
flower de luce the woikmanship whereof was almost all defaced 



THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELiig 

and worn out Thus went he out in a fane long skuted jacj^ei- 
putting his frock scarfewa3es athwait his hie ist and 
equipage with his staffe, shaft or trancheon of the cnoss laid 
on so lustilyiv brisk ahd fiercely upon his enemies who Without 
any order, or ensigne, or trumpet or dium uere busie^ m 
gathering the giapes of the Vineyaid For the Comets, 
Guidons^and Ensigne beareis had Hid dowTi then standards 
banners, and c©lours by the m allsides the Diummeis hn^d 
knockt out the heads of then ‘Disims on one end, to fill them 
with giapes the Trumpeteis were loaded with gieat bundles 
of bunches, and huge knots of clusters In summe eveiy one 
of them was out of aiay, and all in disorder He huiiied there 
foie upon them so rudely without crjmg pie di- bewaie, that 
he overthrew them like hogs, tumbled them over like swingj 
striking athwait and*dongst, and by one means or other so 
laid about him, after the old fashion*of fencmg that to some 
he beat out then* biames, to otheis he ciushed their armes, 
battered then legs, and bethwacked their sides till then ribs 
Clacked with it , to others again he un]oynted tl^ Spondyles 
or knucldes of the neck, dishguied then chaps? gished thdr 
faces made their cheeks hang flapping on their chin, and so 
swinged and belammed fliem that they fell down before him 
like hay before. a Mower to some otheis he spoiled the fnme 
of theft kidnejs, rftaiied their backs bioke then thigh bones, 
pash’t m their noses, poached out their ej es, cleft then mandi 
bules, tore their jaws, dung in then teeth into their throat, 
shook asunder their omoplates or shoulder blades, sphacelated 
their shins mortified their shanks inflamed then ankles heaved 
off of the hinges their ishies, then sciatica or hip gout dislocated 
the joints of tl;eir knees squatteied injto pieces the bough ts 
or pestles of their thighs and so thumped, mavled and be 
laboured them evciy where that neaer was cornS so tlnol and 
threefold thieslit upon by Plowmens flailes as were the pildully 
disjoynted membeis of their mangled bodies mider the mcrci 
Icsse baton of the crosse If any offered to hide bunsdf 
amongst the thickest of the Vines he laid him squat as a 
flounder, bruised, the ridge of his back and dash’t his reines 
like a dog If any thought by flight to escape, he made his 
head to flie jn pieces by the Lambdoidal commissuie, which is a 
seame in the hinder part of the scull If any one did sci amble 
up into a tree thiflking theie to be sale, he rent up his permce 
and impaled him m at the fundament If any of his old 
acquaintance happened to cry out Ha Fiyar Jhon my fnend. 
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Fryar, Jlion quaiter, quaiter, I yield ray self to you to you I 
render my self So thou shalt (said he ) and must whether thou 
wouldest or no, and withal render and j leld up thy soul to all 
the devils m hell, then suddenly gave them dionoe, that is, so 
many knocks thumps, raps, dints, thwacks and bangs, as 
sufficed to warne Pluto of then coming and dispatch them a 
going if any was so rash and full of temerity as to fesist him 
to his face then was it he did shew the strength of his muscles, 
for Mithout moie ado he did ti mspierce him by running him 
in at the bieast, thiough the mediastine and the heait Others 
again he so quashed and bebumped, that with a sound bounce 
under the hollow of their short ribs, he overturned their 
stomachs so that they died immediately to some with a smait 
souse on the Epigasler, he would mal e their midiif swag, then 
redoubling the blow, gave them such a Mbmepush on the navel, 
that he made their puddings to gush out To otheis thiough 
their ballocks he pierced their bum gut, and left flot bow el, tiipe 
nor mtral m then body, that had not felt the impetuosity, 
fiercenes?,- 8,nd fuiy of his violence Beleeve that it was the 
most hoi iibl» spectacle that ever one saw Some cried unto 
Sanct Barbe others to St Geoige O the holy Lady Nytouch 
said one, the good Sanctesse , O ouf Lady of Succours, said 
another, help help otheis cued. Our Lady of Cunaut, of 
Loretto of good tidings on the other side oidihe water Sf Mary 
over some vowed a pilgiimage to St James and otheis to the 
holy handkerchief at Chambeiiie which thiee moneths after 
that burnt so well in the fire that they could not get one thread 
of it saved others sent up their vowes to St Cadouin otheis 
to St Jhon d Angelie and to St Eutropms of Xamtes others 
agun invoked St Me^mes of Chinoii, St Mai(;in of Candes S 
Cloud of Sinays, the holy relicks of Laurezay, with a thousand 
other Jolly little Sancts and Santrels Some died without speak 
mg others spoke without dj mg some died m speaking others 
spoke in dying Others shouted as loud as they could, Con 
fession, Confession, Confileor miseieie in manus so great was 
the cry of the wounded, that the Prior of the Abbey with all 
his Monks came foith who when they saw these poor wretches 
so slain amongst the Vines and wounded to death, confessed 
some of them but whilesl the Priests weie busied m confessing 
them, the little Monkies ran all to the place where Friai Jhon 
was, and asked him wherein he would be ‘pleased to requne 
their assistance ? To which he answered, that they should cut 
the throats of those he had thrown down upon the ground 
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I hey presently leaving their outer habits and conies upon the 
tailes began to throttle and make an end of those whom he 
had already crushed Can you tell nith wiiat msliuments they 
did it ? with faire gullies which aie little hulchback’t demi 
knives, the non toole wheieof is two niches long and the wooden 
handle oj^e inch thick, and three inches in length wheienith the 
little boyes in oui countiey cut ripe nalnuts in two, (while they 
aie jet in the Shell,) and pick out the kernel and they found 
them \eiy fit for the expediting of that wezand slitting exploit 
In the mean time Fiiar Jhon with his foimidable baton of the 
Crosse got to the bieach which the enemies had made, and 
theie stood to snatch up those that endeavoufcd to escape 
Some of the Monkito’s cairied the standai^s banneis ensignes 
guidons and colouis ^nto then cells and chambers to make 
garteis of them But vhen those that had been shrivcir 
would ha\ e gone out at the gap of the said breach, the sturdj 
Monk quash t and fell d them dovnu with blovcs saying These 
men have had confession ind aic penitent soules they hare 
got their absolution and gained the paidons they go into 
Paiadise as streight ns a sickle oi ns the ivay i^to I ajc (like 
Clocked Lane at Eastchc^ap ) Thus by his pioivesse and valour 
nere discomfited all those of the armv thit eutied into the 
Closse of the Abbey, unto the numliei of thiiteen thousand 
SIX hunared tventy and two besides the women and little 
children which is ahvayes to be understood Ne\ci did 
Jlaugis the Heimite bear himself moie valiantly with his 
bouidon or Pilgrims staffe against the Saiaceiis of whom is 
wiitten in the Acts of the fouie sons of Haymon then did this 
Monk against his enemies with the staff e of the Ciosse 


CHAPTER XXVIII 

How Piciochole sioimcd and tool by Assault the rock Cleimond, 
and of Grangoiisiers Vnwillingnesse and Aversion from the 
Undertaking of Wane 

WiliLEST the Monk did thus skirmish, as we have said, against 
those which weie entered within the Closse Picrochole in 
great haste passed the ford of Vede, (a very especial passe,) with 
85 
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all his souldierie, and set upon the lock Clermond, where there 
was made him no resistance at all and, because it was already 
night, helesolved to quarter himself and his army in that town 
and to refresh himself of his pugnative choler In the mornmg 
he stormed and took the Bulwarks and Castle, which after 
wards he fortified with lampiers and furnished with all^mmuni 
tion requisite intending to make his retreat there, if he should 
happen to be otherwise worsted , for it was a strong place, both 
by Alt and Nature, in regard or the stance and situation of it 
But let us leave them there, and return to our good Gargantua 
who IS at Pans very assiduous and earnest at the study of good 
letters, and athletical evercitations, and to the good old man 
Giangousier hfs fatl^er, who after supper wanneth his ballocks 
by a good, clear, great fire, and, waiting; upon the broylmg of 
some chestnuts, is very serious in drarvmg scratches on the 
hearth, with a stick bmnt at the one end r\ herewith they did 
still e up the fire, telling to his wife and the rest of the family 
pleasant old stories and tales of former times Wlnlest he was 
thus em]iToyffid, one of the shepherds which did keep the Vmes 
(named Pillot^ came towards him, and to the full related the 
enormous abuses which were committed and the excessive 
spoil that was made by Picrochole, King of Lerne, upon his 
lands and teiiitones and how he had pillaged wast^ and 
ransacked all the countrev, except the inclosure sft Se/ile 
which Friar Jhon des Entoumeures to his great honour had 
preserved and that at the same present time the said King 
was in the lock Clermond , and there with great industry and 
circumspection, was strengthening himself and his whole aimy 
ITalas halas, alas, (said Grangousier ) what is this good people? 
do I dream or is it rtue that they tell me ? Picrochole my 
ancient friend of old time, of my oivii kinred ai d alliance, 
comes he to inv ade me ? what moves him ’ what pro\ okes 
him ’ what sets him on ’ what drives him to it ? rvho hath 
given him this counsel ’ Ho, ho ho, ho, ho, my God my 
Sa\ lour, help me inspire me, and advise me what I shall do I 
protest I swear before thee, so be thou favourable to me, if ever 
I did him or his subjects any damage qr displeasure, or com 
nutted any the least robbery in his countrey but on the con 
trary I have succoured and supplied him with men, money, 
friendship and counsel upon any occasion, wherein I could be 
steadable for the improvement of his good , that he hath there 
fore at this nick of time so outraged and wronged me it cannot 
be but by the malevolent and wicked spirit Good God, thou 
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Ivnow est my counge, for nothing can be hidden from thee if 
pel haps he be groi\n mncl and that thou hast sent him hither 
to me for the better reco\ eiy and re establishment of bis biain 
giant me power and wisdome to bring him to the yoke of thy 
holy Mill by good discipline Ho ho, ho ho, my good people, 
m> friends and my faithful seivants, must I hinder you from 
helping me ? alas my old age required henceforward nothing 
else but lest, and all the dayes of my life I have laboured foi 
nothing so much as peace bilt now I must (I see it well) load 
with aimes my poor weary and feeble shoulders and take in 
my trembling hand the lance and horseman’s mace to succour 
and protect my honest subjects reason will have it so for 
by their labour am I entei tamed, and with thlir sweat am I 
nourished I, my children and my family This notwithstand 
ing, I will not underfake warre, until I have fust tried all tlijs 
wayes and means of peace that I resolve upon 

Then assei?ibJfed he his counsel and proposed the matter as 
it was indeed, whereupon it was concluded that they should 
send some discreet man unto Piciochole, to know wl eiefore he 
had thus suddenly broken the Peace, and invaded those lands 
unto which he had no rmht noi title Fuithermoie that they 
should send for Gargan^a and those under his command for 
the preservation of the countiey and defence thereof now at 
neod * All this pleased Grangousier very well and commanded 
that so it should be done Piesenth thercfoie he sent the 
Basque his Lacl ey, to fetch Gargmtua with all diligence, and 
wrote to him as follow eth 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

The Tenor o] the Letter which C^rangousier wrote to his Sonne 
GcO-gantua 

The feivency of tliv studies did require, that I should not m a 
long time recall thee from that Philosophical rest thou now 
enjoyest , if the con^dence reposed in our fiiends and ancient 
confedeiates had not at this present disappointed the assurance 
of my old age But seeing such is my fatal destiny that I 
should be now disquieted by those in whom I J;rusted most 
I am forced to call thee back to help the people and goods, 
which by the light of nature belong unto thee , for even as 
armes are weak abroad if there be not counsel at home so is 
that study vaifie, and counsel unprofitable which in a due and 
convenient time is not by veitue executed and put m effect 
Hy delibeiation is not to provoke, but to appease , not to 
assault, but to defend not to conquer, but to preserve my 
faithful subjects and hereditary dominions into which PiCro 
cholc is enticd in a hostile manner without any giound oi cause, 
and fiom day to day persueth his fuiious enterprise with that 
height of insolence that is intolerable to fiec born spiuts I 
have endeavoured to modeiate his tyrannical choler offering 
him all that u hich I thought might give him satisfaetion and 
oftentimes have I sent Wingly unto him to undcistand wheie 
in by whom and how he found himself to be wronged But 
of him could I obtaine no other answer but a meer defiance 
and that in my lands he did pretend only to the right of a civil 
coriespondency and good behaviour, whereby I knew that the 
eternal God hath left him to the disposure of his own free will 
and sensual appetite which cannot chuse but be wicked, if by 
divine giace it be not continually guided, and to contain him 
within his duty and bring him to know himself hath sent him 
hithci to me by a grievous token Theiefore my beloved son, 
as soon as thou canst upon sight of these lettgrs, repaire hither 
with all diligence, to succour not me so much (which never 
thelesse bv natural Piety thou oughtest to do,) as thine own 
Peojile, which by reason thou mayst save and preserve The 
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exploit shall be done with as little effusion of blood as may be 
and, if possible, by meaiies far more expedient, such as militpiy 
policy, devices and stratagems of warre, we shall save all the 
souls, and send them home as merry as crickets unto their 
own houses My dearest Son, the peace of Jesus Cluist oui 
Redeemer be with thee , salute from me Ponocrates, ^ymnastes 
and Eudemon , the twentieth of September Thy Father 
Grangousier ^ 



CHAPTER XXX 

How XJhich Gallel was sent unto Pioochole 

Tuc letters being dictated signed, and sealed, Grangousier 
ordained that Ulrich Gallet, Mastei of the requests (a veiy wise 
and discreet man, of whose prudence and sound judgement he 
had made trial in seveial dimeult and debateful malteis,) to go 
unto Picioctjole, to shew what had been decieed amongst them 
At the same liouie departed the good man Gallet, and havmg 
past the ford asked at the Miller that dwelt there, in what con 
dition Pieiochole was who answered him, that his souldiers 
had left him neither cock nor hen, that they were retired and 
shut up into the rock Clermond, and that he would not advise 
him to go any fuither for feaie of the Spouts, because they weie 
enormously furious which he easily beleeved, and therefore 
lodged that night with the Miller The nex± morning he went 
with a Trumpeter to the gate of the Castle, and requiied the 
guards he might be admitted to speak with the King of some 
what that concerned him These words being told unto the 
ICmg, he would by no means consent that they should open 
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the g ite but getting upon the top of the bulwaik said unto 
the Ambassadoui, What is the news ’ what have you to say ? 
then the Ambassadour began to speak as followeth 


CHAPTE'r •KXXl 

The Speech made by Gallet to Piaochole 

There cannot rise amongst men a justei £ause of gnef then 
when they receive hu^; and damage, where they may justlj 
expect for fa\ our and good will and not without cause, (though 
without reasoUjJ have many after they had fallen into such a 
calamitous accideht esteemed this indignity lesse supportable 
then the losse of then own lives, in such sort that if tijiey have 
not been able by force of aimes nor any othei ineaps by reach 
of wit 01 subtil ty to stop them in then couise,*and lestiain 
their fuiy they have ^llen into desperation, and utterly 
deprived themseh es of this light It is therefore no wonder if 
King &iangous>er my Master be full of high displeasuie, and 
mucTr clisquieted ih mmde upon thy outiagious and hostile 
coming but truly it would be a marvel, if he were not sensible 
of and moved with the incomparable abuses and injuries 
peipetiated by thee and thine upon those of his countrey, to 
wards whom theie hath been no example of inhumanity 
omitted , which m it self is to him so grievous for the cordial 
affection wheiewith he hath alwayes cherished his subjects, 
that moie it cannot be to any mortal man yet iij this (above 
humane apprehension ) it is to him the moregiievous, that these 
wrongs and sad offences hath been committed by thee and 
thine, who time cut of minde, from all antiquity thou and thv 
Predecessors have been in a continual league and amity with 
him, and all his Ancestors , which even until this time you 
have as sacied togethey inviolably pieserved kept and enter 
tamed, so well, that not he and his only, but the very barbarous 
Nations of the Poictevins Bretons, Manceaux, and those that 
dwell beyond the isles of the Canaries, and that of Isabella, 
have thought it as easie to pull down the firmament, and to set 
up the depths above the clouds as to make a breach in your 
alliance , and have been so afraid of it m their enterprises, that 
j 91* 



FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

they have never dared to provoke incense or indamage the one 
for feare of the other Nay, which is more, this sacied league 
hath so billed the world that there aie few Nations at this day 
inhabiting throughout all the continent and isles of the Ocean, 
who have not ambitiously aspiied to be received into it, upon 
your own covenants and conditions, holding your joynt con 
federacie m as high esteem as their own territories and domm 
ions in such sort that from the memory of man, there hath 
not been either Prince or leaguls so wilde and proud that duist 
have offered to invade, I say not your countieys, but not so 
much as those of your confederates and if by rash and headie 
counsel they have attempted any new designe against them, as 
soon as they' heard the name and title of your alliance, they 
have suddenly desisted from their enterprises Wliat rage 
•and madnesse therefore doth now incife thee, all old alliance 
mfunged all amity trod under foot, and all light violated, thus 
m a hostil manner to invade his countrey, without having been 
by him or his in any thing prejudiced, wronged, or piovoked 
VVIiere fs ^aith ’ where is law ? where is reason ? where is 
humanity ’ tvhere is the feaie of God ? dost thou think that 
these atrocious abuses aie hidden ^fiom the eternal spiiits, 
and the supreme God, who is the just*'iewarder of all our undei 
takings ? if thou so think, thou deceivest thy self , for all things 
shall come to passe, as in his incomprehensible judgement he 
hath appointed Is it thy fatal destiny, or influences of the 
stais that would put an end to thy so long enjoyed ease and 
rest ? foi that all things have then end and period so as thal 
when they are come to the superlative point of their gieatest 
height, they aie in a tiice tumbled doivn again, as not being 
able to abide long in that state This is the conclusion and end 
of those who cannot by reason and temperance moderate their 
f 01 tunes and prosperities But if it be predestinated that thy 
happmesse and ease must now come to an end, must it needs 
be by wronging my king ? him by whom thou wert established '> 
If thy house must come to luine, should it theiefore in its fall 
crush the heels of him that set it up ? The matter is so un 
reasonable, and so dissonant horn common sense, that haidly 
can it be conceived by humane understandmg and altogether 
incredible unto strangers, till by the certain and undoubted 
effects thereof it be made apparent, that nothing is either sacied 
or holy to those, who havmg emancipated themselves fiom 
God and reason, do meerly follow the perverse affections of 
their mvn depraved nature I^any wiong had been done by 
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ns to thy subjects and dominions if we had favoured thy 
ill -^villers if we had not assisted thee in tliy need if thy name 
and reputation had been wounded by us oi (to speak more 
truly) if the calumniating spirit, tempting to induce thee to 
e\ il had by false illusions and deceitful fantasies, put into thy 
conceit the impression of a thought, that we had done unto 
thee any Tilling unworthy of om ancient correspondence and 
•Eiiendship thou oughtest first to have enquired out of the truth, 
and afterwards by a seasonable learning to admonish us thereof 
and we should have so satisfied thee, according to thine owti 
hearts desiie, that thou shouldest have had occasion to be con 
tented But 0 eternal God, what is thy enterjirise ? wouldest 
thou like a perfidious tyrant, thus spoile and lay waste my 
Masters Kingdome ? has thou found him so silly and blockish 
that he would not o? so destitute of men and money, of 
counsel and skill in military discipline, that he cannot withstand 
thy unjust inva^ioh ? March hence piesently, and to morrow 
some time of the day letreat unto thine own countiey, without 
doing any kinde of violence or disorderly act by the, way and 
pay withal a thousand besans of gold (which in Eitglish money 
amounteth to five thousand pounds) for reparation of the 
damages thou hast done ifi his countrey halfe thou shalt pay 
to moiioiv and the other halfe at the ides of May next coming 
leavi»g®wdlh us m*the meantime for hostages the Dukes of 
Tuinebank Lowbuttock and Smalltrash together with the 
Piince of Itches, and Viscount of Snatch bit 
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CHAPTER XXXH 

Row Grangownei to buy Peace, caused the Gales to pe lestoied 

With tJiat the good man Gallop held his peach, but Pieiochole* 
to all his discourse answered nothing but Come and fetch them, 
come and fetch them they have bullocks faire and soft, they 
will knead and provide some cakes for you Then returned he 
to Grangousi^r whom he found upon his knees bare headed, 
crouching in a little corner of his cabinet, and humbly praying 
unto God, that he would vouchsafe ty asswage the choler of 
Picrochole and bring him to the rule of reason without pro 
ceeding by foice Vihen the good man came^back he asked 
him Ha, m> friend, my fiiend, what newes do' jou bring me ? 
There is neither hope nor remedy, (said Gallet) the man is 
quite out of his wits, and forsaken of God Yea, but (said 
Grangousier.T my friend what cause doth he pietend for his 
outrages ? He did not shew me anj cause at all (said Gallet ) 
only that in a gicat anger, he spoke some words of cakes I 
cannot tell if they have done any wiong to his Cake^bakers 
I will know, (said Giangousiei,) the matter throughly' before 
I resolve any more upon what is to be done , then sent he to 
learn concerning that busmesse and found by tiue mfoimation 
that Ills men had taken violently some cakes fiom Piciocholes 
people, and that Maiquets head was broken with a slackie or 
shoit cudgel that neveithelesse all uas uell paid and that the 
said Marquet had fiist hurt Foigier uith a stroke of his whip 
athwart the legs and it seemed good to his vholc counsel that 
he should defend himself with all his might Notwithstanding 
all this (said Grangousiei,) seeing the question is but about a few 
cakes I will labour to content him for I am very unwilling 
to wage warre against him He enquired then what quantity of 
cakes they had taken away, and uiideistanding, that it was but 
some fouie or five dozen, he coramandejj five cart loads of them 
to be baked that same night , and that theie should be one full 
of cakes made with fine butter fine yolks of egges, fine saffion 
and fine spice to be bestowed upon Marquet, unto whom like 
wise he diiected to be given seven Inmdied thousand and 
three Philips, (that is at three shillings the piece, one hundred 
five thousand poimds and mne,shilhngs of English money) for 
94 
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reparation of his losses and hindiances, and for satisfaction 
of the Chiruigion that had dressed his wound and fuitherraore 
settled upon him and his for ever in freehold the Apple Oiehaid 
called La Popaardiere , for the conveyance and passing of all 
which was sent Gallet who by the way as they went made them 
gather near the willow trees great store of boughs, canes and 
reeds, wherewith all the Caiiers were mjoyned to garnish and 
jleek then carts and each of them to cairy one in his hand, as 
himself likewise did thereby to §i\ a all men to understand that 
they demanded but Peace, and that they came to buy it 

Being come to the gate they lequiied to speak with Piero 
chole fiom Giangousier Piciochole would not so much as let 
them in, nor go to speak with them, but sent thdm woid that 
he was busie and that they should deliver their mmde to 
Captain Touquedillon,* who was then planting a piece of 
Oidnance upon the wall Then said the good man unto him 
My Lord to ease you of all this labour and to take away all 
excuses why j ou may not return unto our formei alliance we do 
here piesently lestore unto jou the Cakes upon ,wluch the 
quail el arose five dozen did our people take away, they weie 
w ell payed foi w e love Peace so well that w e restoie unto j ou 
five cait loads of which 1 ;his cart shall be foi Marquet who 
doth most complain , besides, to content him entirely here 
are scySn hundred thousand and thiee Philips which I deliver 
to him and foi the losses he may pietend to have sustained 
I resigne foi ever the farme of the Pomardieie, to be possessed 
111 fee simple by him and his for ever, without the payment of 
any duty oi acknowledgement of homage fealtie fine or 
service whatsoevei and heie is the tenor or the deed and, 
for Gods sake let us live henceforward m J’eace, and withdraw 
jour selves meirily into your own countrey fiom within this 
place unto which you have no light at all, as jour’selves must 
needs confesse, and let us be good friends as before Touque 
dillon lelited all this to Piciochole and more and moie ex~ 
asperated his courage, saying to him These cloivns are afraid 
to some purpose by G— , Giangouaier conskites himself for 
feare the pool drinker he is not skilled in warfare, noi hath 
he any stomach for it, he knows better how to empty the 
flaggons, that is his Ait I am of opinion that it is fit we send 
back the caits and the money , and for the rest, that very 
speedily we fortifie tiur selves here, then prosecute our fortune 
But what do they think to have to do with a ninnie whoop, to 
feed you thus with cakes ? You may see what it is , the good 
95 . 
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usage, and great familiarity which you have had with them 
heretofore, hath made you contemptible in their ej es Anoint 
a villain, he will prick you prick a villain, and he will anoint 
you Sa, sa, sa, (said Picrochole,) by St James you have given 
a true character of them One thing I will advise you, (said 
Touquedillon ) we are here but badly victualled, and furnished 
with mouth harnesse very slenderly if Grangousier should 
come to besiege us I would go presently, and pluck out of all- 
your soiildiers heads and ramfi; own all the teeth except three 
to each of us, and with them alone we should make an end of 
oui provision, but too soon we shall have, (said Piciochole ) but 
too much sustenance and feeding stuffe came we hither to 
feed or to £ght ? To fight, indeed (said Touquedillon,) yet 
from the panch comes the dance, and, where famine rules, 
force IS exiled Leave oft your prating (said Picrochole,) and 
foithu ith seize upon what they have brought Then took they 
money and cakes, oxen and caits, and sent them away without 
speakmg one word, only that they would come no more so near, 
for a rea^n that they would give them the morrow aftei 
Thus withoirt doing any thing, returned they to Grangousier, 
and related the whole matter unto him, subjoyning that there 
was no hope left to diaw them to Pe Tee, but by sharp and fieice 
waires 



IIIL FIRST BOOK OF Dfe IRANCIS RABELAlb 


CHAPIER XXXItl 

Uow^ same Statesmen of Picrochole hy kane biatn’d 
Counsel put him in extieme danger 

The cai-ts being unloaded and* the money and cakes secured, 
there came before Picrochole the Duke of Small trash the Earle 
Swash buckler, and Captain Duitaille, who said unto him, Sir 
this day we make you the happiest, the mosl^ warlike and 
chivalrous Prince that ever was since the death of Alexander 
of Macedonia Be coveied, be eoveied, (said Picrochole ) 
Grammercie (said the}^ we do but our duty The manner is 
thus you shall leave some Captain here to have the charge of 
this Gairison, wltH a Party competent for keeping of the place 
which besides its natuial strength is made stionger by the 
lampieis and fortresses of jour devising Your Army you are 
to divide into two parts, as you know veiy well how to do 
One pait thereof shall fal^upon Grangousier and his forces by 
it shall he be easily at the very first shock routed and then shall 
you get money by heaps, for the Clown hath store of ready 
come'* “Clewn we cSll him, because a noble and geneious Piince 
hath never a penny, and that to hoard up treasure is but a 
clowmish tuck The other part of the Aimy m the mean time 
shall diaw towards Onys, Xaintonge Angoulesrae and Gascony 
hen maich to Peiigouit, Medos, and Elanes, taking whereever 
vou come without resistance, townes, castles, and forts 
Afterwards to Bayonne St JhondeLuz, koFuentaiabia, wheie 
you shall seize upon all the ships, and coastmg %long Galicia 
and Portugal, shall pillage all the maritime places, even unto 
Lisbone, where you shall be supplied with all necessaries be 
fittmg a Conqueiour By copsodie Spain will yield, for they 
aie but a race of Loobies then are you to passe by the streights 
of Gibraltai, where you shall erect two pillars more stately then 
those of Hercules, to the perpetual memory of your name, 
and the narrow entrance there shall be called the Picrocholinal 
sea 

Having past the Picrocholinal sea, behold Barbarossa 
yields himself your slave I will (said Picrochole) give him 
faire quarter and spare his life Yea (said they) so that he be 
content to be christened And you shall conquer the King 
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domes of Tunes, of Hippos, Argier, Bomme, Coiode yea all 
Baibary Furthermore you shall take into your hands 
Majorca Mmorca Sardmia, Corsica, with the other Islands of 
the Ligustick and Balearian seas Going alongst on the left 
hand, you shall rule all Gallia Norbenensis Provence, the 
Allobrogians, Genua, Florence, Luca, and then God bi wy 
Rome By my faith (said Picrochole,) I will not then kisse his 
pantuffle 

Italy being thus taken behold, Naples, Calabria, Apulia 
and Sicilie all ransaeked, and Malta too I wish the pleasant 
Knights of the Rhodes heretofoie would but come to resist 
you, that we might see their urine I would (said Picrochole) 
very willingly go tp Loretta No, no, (said they) that shall 
be at our return fiom thence we will saile Eastwards, and 
take Candia, Cypius Rhodes, and the Cyclade Islands and 
set upon Morea It is ouis by St Trenian, the Lord preserve 
Jerusalem , foi the great Soldan is not compsUable to you in 
power I will then (said he) cause Solomons Temple to be built 
No (said they) not yet, have a little patience, stay a while, be 
never too srrdden m your enterprises Can you tell what 
Octavian Augustus said ? Festina lente it is requisite that 
you first have the lesser Asia, Caria.'Lycia Pamphilia, Ciheia 
Lydia, Phrygia, Mysia, Bithyma, Caiazia, Sat5,lia, Samagaiia 
Castamena Luga Sanasta, even unto Euphrates SlTaJl we 
see, (said Picrochole,) Babylon and Mount Sinai ? There is no 
need (said thev) at this time , have we not huined up and down 
travelled and toyled enough, in having transfreted and past ovei 
the Hircanian sea, marched alongst the two Armenias, and the 
three Arabias ? By my faith (said he) we have played the 
fooles, and aie undone Ha, poor soules I What’s the matter, 
said they ? What shall we have (said he) to drink m these 
deserts ? Far Julian Augustus, with his whole Army died 
there for thirst as they say We have already (said they), given 
Older for that In the Smack sea you have nine thousand and 
fourteen great ships laden with the best wmes m the world 
they arrived at Port Joppa, there they found two and twenty 
thousand Camels, and sixteen hundred Elephants, which you 
shall have taken at one hunting about Sigelmes, when you 
entered into Lybia and, besides this, you had all the Mecca 
Laiai ane Did not they fiunish you sufficiently with wme ? 
Yes, but (said he) we did not drink it freSh By the vertue, 
(said they) not of a fish, a valiant man a Conquerour, who pre 
tends and aspires to the Monaicljy of the world, cannot alwayes 
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tiave his ease God be thanked, that you and your men are 
come safe and sound unto the banks of the rivei Tigris , Rut 
(said he) what doth that part of our Army in the mean time, 
which overthrows that unworthy Swill pot Grangousier ? 
They aie not idle (said they) we shall meet with them by and by, 
they shall have won you Biitany Noimandy, Flanders, Hay 
nault, Brabant, Aitois, Holland, Zealand they have past the 
Rlune over the bellies of the ^witsers and Lanskenets, and a 
Party of these hath subdued'Luxemburg, Lon am, Champaigne, 
and Savoy even to Lions, in which place they have met with 
your forces, returning from the naval Conquests of the Meditei 
ranean sea and have rallied again in Bohemia, after they had 
plundered and sacked Suevia, Wittemberg, Havana Austria 
Moravia, and Styiia Then they set ^fiercely together upon 
Lubeck, Norway, Swedeland, Rie, Denmark, Gitland, Green 
land, the Sterhns, even unto the fiozen sea , this done, they 
conquered the isles of Orkney, and subdued Scotland, England, 
and Ireland From thence sailmg through the sandie sea 
and by the Sarmates, they have vanquished and overcome 
Prussia, Pol?md, Lituama, Russia, Walachia Tiansil\ania, 
Hungane, Bulgaria, Turquieland, qpd are now at Constan 
tinople Come (said Picrochole,) let us go ]oyn with them 
quickly, for I will be Emperour of Trebezonde also ^all we 
not kill all these dogs, Tuiks and Mahumet Jns ? What a devd 
should we do else said they and you shall give then goods and 
lands to such as shall have seived you honestly Reason (said 
he) will have it so, that is but ]u&t I give unto you the Caia 
mania, Surie, and all the Palestine Ha Sir (said they) it is 
out of your goodnesse Giammeicie we thank you God grant 
you may alvvayes pmspei There was lliera present at that 
time an old Gentleman well experienced m the warres, a sterne 
souldier and who had been in many great hazards named 
Echephron, who hearing this discourse, said, I do greatly 
doubt that all this enterprise will be like the tale or interlude 
of the pitchei full of milk, wherewith a Shoemaker made himself 
rich m conceit but, when the pitcher was broken, he had not 
whereupon to dine what do you pre1;pnd by these large Con 
quests ? what shall be the end of so many laboms and crosses ? 
Thus it shall be (said Picrochole) that when we are returned, 
we shall sit down, rest and be merry Bqt (said Echephron,) 
if by chance you should never come back, foi the voyage is long 
and dangerous were it not better for us to take om lest now, 
then unnecessarily to expose our selves to so many dangers ? 
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0 (said Swashbuckler,) by G — , here is a good dotard come, let 
us go hide our selves in the comer of a chimney, and there spend 
the whole time of our life amongst ladies in threading of pearles 
or spinning Idee Sardanapalus He that nothing ventuies, hath 
neither horse nor mule, (sayes Solomon) He who adventureth 
too much (said Echephron) loseth both hoise and mule, 
answeied Malchon Enough (said Picrochole,) go forward 

1 feare nothing but these d^Mllish legions of Grangousier 

whitest we are m Mesopotamia will come on our backs, and 
chaige up our reer, what course shall we then take ? what 
shall be our remedy ? A very good one, (said Duitaille) a 
jiietty little commission which you must send ijnto the Mus 
coviters, shall bung you into the field m an instant foure 
hundred and fifty thoi^sand choise men of warre 0 that you 
would but make me your Lieutenant General I should for 
the lightest faults of any inflict great punishments I fret, 
I charge, I strike, I take I kill, I slay I play the devil On on, 
(said Picrochole) make haste, my lads, and let him that loves 
me, follow me > 


CHAPTER XXXIV 

Ilow Gmiantua left the City of Pans, to succour his Counirey, 
and how Gymnast encountered with the Enemy 

In this same very houre Gaigantua who tras gone out of Pans 
as soon as he had read his fatheis letters coming upon his mare 
had already past the Nunnerie budge himself, Ponocrates, 
Gymnast and Eudemon, who all three, the better to inable them 
to go along with him took Post horses , the rest of his traine 
came aftei him by even journeys at a slower pace bringing with 
them all his books and philosophical instruments , as soon as 
he had alighted at Pajille, he was informed by a faimer of 
Gouget, how Picrochole had fortified himself within the rock 
Clermond, and had sent Captain Tripet with a great army to set 
upon the wood of Vede and Vaugaudry, and that they had 
aheady plundered the whole countrey, not leaving cock nor 
hen, even as farre as to the wme presse of Billiard Tliese 
strange and almost mcredible»newes of the enormous abuses, 
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thus committed ovei all the land, so affiighted Gargantua 
that he knew not ^^hat to say nor do but Ponocrates coun 
selled him to go unto the Lord of Vauguyon who at all times 
had been their fiiend and confederate, and that Jay him they 
should be better advised in their busmesse , which they did 
incontinently, and found him very willing and fully resolved 
to assist them, and therefore was of opinion that they should 
send some one of his company ^to scout along and discover the 
countrey, to leain in n hat* condition and posture the enemy 
was, that they might take counsel and pioceed according to 
the present occasion Gymnast offered himself to go , where 
upon it was, concluded, that for his safety, and the better 
expedition, he should have with him some one that knew the 
wayes, avenues, turnings windings g,nd rivers thereabout 
»Then away went he and Prelmgot, (the Querry oi Gentleman 
of Vauguyon’s Horse,) who scouted and espied as narrowly 
as they could upon all quarters without any feaxe In the 
meantime Gargantua took a little refieshment, ate somewhat 
himself, th« like did those who were with him, and caused to give 
to his mare Picotine of Oats, that is, threescore and fourteen 
quarters and three bushels Gymm^t and his Camerade rode 
so long that at last they met with the enemies forces, all 
scattered and out of order, plundering, stealing, robbyig and 
pillaging all they could lay hands on aniT, as far off aS they 
could peiceive him they ran thronging upon the back of one 
another m all haste towards him to unload him of his money, 
and untrusse his Portmantles Then cried he out unto them, 
(My Masters ) I am a poor devil, I desiie you to spare me, I have 
yet one Crown left come, we must drink it, for it is aurum 
poiabile and this horse here shall be sold to pay my welcome , 
afterwards t^ke me for one of your own foi never yet was there 
any man that luiew better how to take, lard, rost and dresse, 
yea, by G — to teare asunder and devouie a hen, then I that am 
here , and for my Proficiat I drink to all good fellowes With 
that he unscrued his Borracho, (which was a great Dutch 
leathern bottle) and "without putting in his nose drank very 
honestly the maioufle Rogues looked jipon him opening their 
throats a foot wide and putting out their tongues like Giey 
hounds, in hopes to drink after him but Captain Iripet, in the 
very nick of that their expectation, came rqnmng to him to see 
who it was To him Gymnast offeied his bottle, saying Hold, 
Captain, drink boldly and spaie not , I have been thy taster, 
it is wine of La Faye Monjau .What ? (said Tripet) this fellow 
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gybes and floats us , Who ait thou ? (said Tiipet) I am (said 
Gymnast) a pool devil, (paww e diable) Ha^ (said Ti ipet) seeing 
thou ait a poor devil it is leason that thou shouldest be per 
mitted to go. whithersoever thou wilt, loi all pooi devils passe 
every where without toll or taxe , but it is not the custome of 
poor devjls to be so wel mounted therefore, Sir devil, come 
down and let me have youi horse, and if he do not carry me 
well, you Master devil, must dy it for I love a life that such a 
devil as you should cany me away* 



CHAPTER XXXV 

How Gymnast very souply and cunningly killed Captain 
Tnpet, and otheis of Piciocholes men 

When they heard these woids, some amongst them began to be 
afraid and blest themselves with both bands, thinking indeed 
that he had been a devil disguised insomuch that one of them, 
named good Jhon Captain of the trained bands of the Countrey 
bumpkins, took his Psalter out of his Codpiece, and cried out 
aloud Hagios ho theos If thou be of God speak if thou be of 
the other spirit avoid hence and get thee going yet he vent 
not away which voids bemg heard by all the souldiers that 
were there divers of them being a little imvaidly terrified 
departed from the place all this did Gymnast very well remark 
and consider and therefore making as if he would have alighted 
from off his horse, as he was poysing himself on the mounting 
side, he most nimbly (with his short sword by his thigh ) 
shifting his foot in the stirrup, performed the stirrup leather 
feat, whereby after the inchamg of his body doivnwaids, he 
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forwith lanch’t himself aloft m the aire, and placed both his 
feet together on the saddle, standing upright with his back 
turned towards the horse’s head Now (said he) my case goes 
backward Then suddenly in the same very posture wherein 
he was, he fetched a gambole upon one foot, and turning to the 
left hand, failed not to carry his body perfectly round, just 
into its former stance, without missing one jot Ha (said 
Tiipet,) I will not do that at tlys time, and net without cause 
Well, (said Gymnast) I haver failed, I will undo this leap then 
with a marvellous strength and agility, turning towards the 
right hand he fetch’t another frisking gambole, as before, 
which done, he set his right hand thumb upon the hinde bowe 
of the saddle, 'raised himself up, and sprung in the aire, poysing 
and upholding his whole body, upon the muscle and nerve of the 
»said thumb and so turned and whirled himself about three 
times at the fourth, reversing his body, and overturmng it 
upside down, and foieside back, without toudhing any thing he 
brought himself betwixt the horses two eares, springing with all 
his body into the aire, upon the thumb of his left hand, and in 
that posture ♦urning like a windmill did most actively do that 
trick which is called the Rlilleis Passe AJtei this, clapping his 
right hand flat upon the middle of the saddle, he gave himself 
such a jerking swing, that he thereby seated himself upon the 
Cl upper, after the manner of Gentlewomens sitting on horse 
back this done, he easily past his right leg over the saddle, 
and placed himself like one that rides in croup But, said he, 
it were bettei for me to get into the saddle , then putting the 
thumbs of both hands upon the ci upper befoie him, and there 
upon leaning himself as upon the only supporters of his body, 
he incontinently turned heels over head in the aire and 
straight found himself betwixt the bowe of the saddle in a good 
settlement Then with a summer sault springing into the 
aire again he fell to stand with both his feet close together 
upon the saddle, and there made above a hundred frisks turnes 
and demi pominads, with his armes held out acrosse, and in so 
doing, cried out aloud I rage, I rage devils, I am stark mad , 
devils, I am mad, hold me, devils, hold me, hold, devils, hold, 
hold 

Whilest he was thus vaulting the Rogues in great astonish 
meat said to one another. By cocks death he is a goblin or a 
devd thus disguised. Ah hoste mahgno lihcia nos, Domine, and 
ran away in a ful flight, as if they had been louted, looking now 
and then behinde them, like a dag that cameth away a goose 
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wing in his mouth Then Gjmnast spying his advantage, 
alighted from his horse, drew his sword, and laid on great 
blows upon the thickest, and highest crested among them and 
overthrew them m great heaps, hurt wounded and bruised, 
being resisted by no body, they thinking he had been a starved 
devil, as well m legaid of his wonderful feats m vaulting, whieh 
they had seen as for the talk Tiipet had with him, calling him 
pool devil only Tripet woulcLhave traiteioif&ly cleft his head 
with his horsemans sword, or lanse knight fauchion , but he 
was well armed, and felt nothing of the blow, but the weight 
of the stroke wheieupon turning suddenly about, he gave 
Tripet a hom^ thrust, and upon the back of that whilest he was 
about to ward his head from a slash, he lan him in at the breast 
with a hit which at once cut his stom^ck, the fifth gut called 
the Colon, and the half of his liver wheiewith he fell to the 
giound and in falling gushed forth above foure pottles of 
pottage, and his soule mingled with the pottage 

This done, Gymnast withdrew himself, very wisely con 
sidering that a case of gieat adventure and hazard, should not 
be pm sued {into its utmost period, and that it becomes all 
Cavaliers modestly to use then good fortune, without troubling 
or stretching it too farre wherefore getting to hoise he gave 
him the spurre taking the right way unto Vauguyon, .yid Pre 
lingot with him 


CHAPTER XXXVI 

How Garganlua demolished the Castle at the Forde of Vede 
and how they past the Ford 

As soon as he came, he related the estate and condition wherein 
they had found the enemie and the stratagem which he alone 
had used against all their multitude, affirming that they were 
but rascally rogues plunderers thieves and robbers, ignorant 
of all military discipline, and that they might boldly set for 
ward unto the field it being an easie matter to fell and strike 
them down like beasts Then Gargantua mounted his great 
Mare, accompanied as we have said before, and finding in his 
way a high and great tree, (which commonly was called by the 
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name of St Martins tiee, because heretofore St Martin planted 
a pilgrims staffe there, which m tract of time grew to that 
height and greatnesse,) said, This is that which I lacked , this 
tree shall serve me both for a staffe and lance with that he 
pulled it up easily plucked off the boughs, and trimmed it at 
his pleasure m the meantime his Maie pissed to ease her belly, 
but it was in such abundance, that it did overflow the countrcy 
seven leagues, and all the pisse^of that urinal flood, ran glib 
away towards the Ford of Vede, vdierewith the water was so 
swollen, that all the forces the enemy had there, were with great 
horrour di owned, except some who had taken the way on the 
left hand towaids the hills Gargantua, being come to the 
place of the wood of Vede, was informed |;)y Eu^eraon, that 
there was some remainder of the enemy within the Castle 
which to know Gargantua cried out as loud as he was able, 
Are you there, or are you not there ? if you be there, be theie 
no more and if ycfu are not there, I have no more to say But 
a ruffian gunnei whose chaige was to attend the Portcullis 
over the gate, let flie a cannon ball at him, and hil; him with 
that shot most fuiiouslj on the light temple of Fas head, yet 
did him no more hurt then if he had but cast a prune or kernel 
of a wine grape at him 'Wliat is this ? (said Gargantua) do 
you throw at us ^lape kernels here ? the vintage shall cost you 
dear, tliinUing indeed that the bullet had been the kernel of a 
grape or raisin kernel 

Those who were within the Castle, being till then busie at 
the pillage, when they heard this noise, ran to the towers and 
fortresses, from whence they shot at him above lune thousand 
and five and twenty falconshot and harcabusades, aiming all 
at his head, and so thick did they shoot at him, that he cried 
out, Ponocrates my friend, these flies here are like to put out 
mine eyes, give me a branch of those willow tiees to diive 
them away, thinking that the bullets and stones shot out of the 
great ordnance had been but dunflies Ponocrates looked 
and saw that there were no other flies but great shot which 
they had shot from the Castle Then was it that he lusht with 
his great tree against the Castle, and with mighty blowes over 
threw both towers and fortresses, and laid all level with the 
ground, by which means all that weie witliin weie slam and 
broken in pieces Going from thence they came to the budge 
at the Mill, where tliey found all the Fold coiered with dead 
bodies, so thick that they had choaked up the Mill and stopped 
the current of its water, and these were those that were 
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destroyed m the Urinal deluge of the Mare There they were 
at a stand, consulting how they might passe n ithout hindrance 
by these dead caicasses But Gymnast said, if the devils 
have past theie I will passe well enough Tbe devils have 
past there (said Eudemon,) to cany away the damned soules 
B} St Rhenian (said Ponociates) then by necessary conse 
quence he shall passe there Yes, yes (said Gymnastes) or I 
shall stick in the way then setting spurs to his horse, he past 
thiough freely, his hoise not feaiing nor being any thing 
affiighted at the sight of the dead bodies , for he had accus 
tomed him (according to the doctrine of the gieat Allian) not 
to feare aimoui, nor the caicasses of dead men , and that not 
by killing men as Diomedes did the Ihracians, or as Ulysses 
did in throwing the Corpses of his enemies at his horses feet 
as Homer saith, but by putting a tlTack a lent amongst his 
hay and making him go over it ordinarily, when he gave him 
his oates The othei three followed him very close except 
Eudemon only, whose horses foreright or far forefoot sank up 
to the Icn^e m the paunch of a great fat chuffe, who lay there 
upon his bafk drowned, and could not get it out there was he 
pestered, until Gargantua with the end of his staffe thrust 
doAvn the rest of the villains tripes into the water, whilest the 
horse pulled out his foot , and (which is a wonderful thing m 
Hippiatrie,) the said horse was throughly Cured of«a rmgbone 
which he had in that foot, by this touch of the bmst guts of 
that gieat loobie 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 

How Gmgantua in combing his Head made the gicat 
Caitnon Balls jail Qut oj his Haire 

Bping come out of the river of Vede, they came very shoitly 
after to Giangousiers Castle, who waited for them with gieat 
longing , at their coming they were entertained^with many 
congies, and cheiished with embraces, nevei: was seen a more 
]oj iul company , for si^plementum supplemenh Chromcorum 
saith that Gargamelle died there with joy , for my part, truly 
I cannot tell, neithei do I care vezy much for her, nor for any 
body else The tiuth was, that Gargantua, in shifting his 
clothes, and combing his head with a combe, which was nme 
hundred foot long of the Jev ish Canne measure, and whereof 
the teeth were gieat tusks of Elephants, whole aid entire, he 
made fall at eveiy rake above seven balls of bullets, at a dozen 
the ball, that stuck in his haire, at the razing of the Castle of 
the wood of Vede, which his fathei Grangousier seeing, thought 
they had Lmen lice,'*and said unto him. What mj dear sonne 
hast thou brought us this fane some short winged hawkes of 
the Colled ge of Montague ? I did not mean that thou shouldest 
reside there Then answered Ponocrates, My soveraign Lord, 
think not that I have placed him in that lowsie Colledge which 
they call Montague , I had rather have put him amongst the 
giave diggers of Sanct Innocent, so enormous is the cruelty 
and villany that I have known there for the Galley slaves are 
fai better used amongst the Moors and Tartars, the murtheiers 
in the criminal dungeons yea the very dogs m your house 
then are the poor wretched Students in the aforesaid Colledge , 
and if I were King of Pans the devil take me if I would not set 
it on file, and burne both Prmcipal and Regents, for suffering 
this inhumanity to be ej;ercised before then eyes then taking 
up one of these bullets he said. These are cannon shot, which 
your sonne Gargantua hath lately received by the treachery 
of your enemies, as jje was passing before the Wood of Vede 
But they have been so rewarded, that they are all destroyed 
in the rume of the Castle, as were the Philistines by the policy 
of Samson, and those whom th« tower of Silohim slew, as it is 
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written m the thirteenth of Luke , My opinion is, that we pursufe 
them whilest the luck is on our side, for occasion hath all her 
haire on her forehead, when she is past, you may not recal her, 
she hath no tuft wheieby j ou can lay hold on her, for she is 
bald in the hind part of her head, and nevei returneth again 
Truly (said Grangousiei,) it shall not be at this time , for I 
will make you a feast this night, and bid you welcome 

This said, they made realty supper, and of extiaordmary 
besides his daily fare, were rested sixteen oxen, three heifers, 
two and thirty calves thieescore and three fat kids fourscore 
and fifteen wethers, three hundred farrow pigs or sheats sowced 
in sweet wine or must, eleven score partridges seven hundred 
snites and woodcocks, foure hundred Loudun and Cornval 
capons SIX thousand prdlets, and as many pigeons, six hundred 
crammed hens, fourteen hundred leverets or young hares and 
rabbets, three hundred and three buzzards, and one thousand 
and seven hundred cockrels For venison, tfiey could not so 
suddenly come by it, only eleven wilde bores, which the Abbot 
of Turpen|.y sent, and eighteen fallow deer which the Lord of 
Gramount Ifestowed , together with seven score pheasants 
which were sent by the Lord of Essais and some dozens of 
queests, coushois, ringdoves, and woodculveis , River fowle, 
teales and awteales, bitterns courtes, plo»/eis, fr^colins, 
briganders, tyrasons, young lapwings tanf?: ducks," shovelers, 
woodlanders, herons moore hens, ciiels storks canepetiers, 
oranges flamans, which are phaenicopters, or crimson wingea 
sea fowles, terrigoles, turkies, arbens, coots solmgeese, curlews 
termagants, and water wagtails, with a great deal of cream 
curds and fresh cheese and store of soupe, pottages and brewis 
with great variety Without doubt there wtas meat enough, 
and it was handsonily drest hy Snapsauce, Hotchpot and Bray 
verjuice Giangousiers Cooks Jenkm Trudg apace and Clean 
glasse weie very careful to fill them dunk 


CHAPTER XXXyill 

How Gaiganiua did eate up six Pilgnms in a Sallet 

The story requireth, that we relate that wfuch happened unto 
SIX Pilgrims, who came from Sebastian near to Nantes and 
who for shelter that night, being afiaid of the enemy, had hid 



GROUND 




THE FIRST BOOK OF DB FRANCIS R ^BELAIS 

themselves in the garden upon the chichlmg pease among the 
cabbages and lettices Gargantua finding himself somewhat 
dry, asked whether they coifid get any lettice to make him a 
sallet and hearing that there weie the greatest and fairest 
in the countrey (for they wexe as great as plufn tiees or as 
walnut trees,) he would go thither himself, and brought 
thence in his hand what he thought good and withal earned 
away the six Pilgrims who wexe m so great feare, that they 
did not dare to speak nor (;iough 

Washing them theiefoie first at the fountain, the Pilgrims 
said one to another softly, Wliat shall we do ? we are almost 
di owned here amongst these lettice, shall we speak ? but if we 
speak he wiK kill us for spies and, as they were thus deliberat 
mg what to do, Gargantua put them with the lettice into a 
platter of the house, as l-iige as the'^iixge tun of the While 
Friais of the Cistertnn oidex, which done, with oile, vmeger 
and salt he ate them up, to refresh himsplf a little before 
supper , and had aheady swallowed up five of the Pilgiims 
the six being in the platter, totally hid undei a lettice, except 
his bouiddn. -or staffe that appeared, and nothing else Which 
Giangousier seeing, said to Gaxgantua, I think that is the home 
of a shell snail, do not eat it Why not, (said Gargantua) they 
are good all this moneth which he no sooner said but, diawnng 
up the staffe, and therewith taking up the Kilgiun he-jte him 
■very well then diank a terrible di aught of excellent white wine 
The Pilgiims, thus devoured made shift to save themselves 
as well as they could, by withdrawing their bodies out of the 
reach of the gimders of his teeth, but could not escape fiom 
thmking they had been put m the lowest dungeon of a prison 
And when Gaigantug. whiffed the gieat diauglit, they thought 
to have been di owned in his mouth, and the flood of wme had 
almost canted them aw ay into the gulf of his stomack Never 
thelesse skipping with their bourdons as St Michaels Palmers 
use to do, they sheltered themselves fiom the danger of that 
inundation under the banks of his teeth But one of them by 
chance, giopmg or sounding the countrey with his staffe, to try 
whether they wexe in safety or no, struck hard against the 
cleft of a hollow tooth, and hit the maiidibulary smew, or nerve 
of the ]aw, which put Gargantua to very great pam, so that he 
began to cry foi the lage that he felt , to ease himSelf therefore 
of his smartmg ache, he called for his tooth picker, and rubbing 
towards a young walnut tree, where they lay skulking, un 
nestled you mv Gentlemen Pilgrims 
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For he caught one by the legs, another by the sci jp, another 
by the pocket, another by the scarf, another by the band of the 
breeches, and th^ poor fellow that had hmt him with the 
bourdon, him be hooked to him by the Codpiece, which snatch 
neverthelesse did him a gieat deal of good, for ft pierced unto 
him a pockie botch he had m the groine, which grievously 
tormented him ever since they were past Ancenis The Pilgi ims 
thus dislodged lan away athwart the Plain a pretty fast pace, 
and the pame ceased, even. ]uit at the time when by Eudemon 
he was called to supper, for all was leady I will go then (said 
he) and pisse away my misfoitune which he did do m such a 
copious measure, that, the urine, taking away the feet from the 
Pilgrims, they were carried along with the stieam unto the bank 
of a tuft of tiees upon which as soon as they had taken foot 
mg and that for their self preservation they had run a little 
out of the road, they on a sudden fell all six, except Fourmller, 
mto a tiap that had been made to take wolves by a tram out 
of which neverthelesse they escaped by the industry of the said 
Foumiller, who broke all the snares and ropes Being gone 
from thence, they lay all the rest of that night in a lodge near 
unto Coudry, where they were comforted in their miseries, by 
the gracious words of one of their company, called Sweertogo 
who shewed them that this adventuie had been foietold by the 
Prophet David, Psahn Quum escsuigereni lionayies fis)S, foit^ 
VIVOS degluhsseut nos , when we were eaten m the sallet, with 
salt oile and vmeger Quum trasceuiur fuior eorutn in nos, 
forsitan aqua absorbuisset nos when he diank the groat 
di aught, 2 orrentem pettransivit amma nostra when the stream 
of his water earned us to the thicket, Forsiian peril ansisset 
amma nostra aquaf}^ iniolerabtlem , that is the water of his 
Urine the flood whereof cutting our way, took our feet from us 
Benedicius Dominus qui non dedit nos in capiionem dentihus 
eormn , amma nostra sicut passer erepta est de laqueo venantium , 
when we fell m the trap, Laqueus contntus est, by Fourmller, et 
nos Iibeiati sumus, adjiitonum nosh urn, etc 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

How the Monk was feasted by Gatganlna and of the jovial 
Discourse they had at Swppei 

WiirN Gaigantiyi ^vas set doivn at table after all of them had 
somewh%,t *tajjkd>heir stomachs by a snatch or tuo of the 
first bits eaten heaitily , Giangousier began to relate the source 
and cause of the narre, raised between him and Picrochole 
and came to tell how Friar Jhon of the Funnels, had triumphed 
at the defence of the close of the Abbey, and e\tolled him for 
his valour above Camillus Scipio, Pompey, C-esar and Themis 
, tocles Then Gajgantua desired that he. might be presently 
sent for to the end that with him they might consult of what 
was to be done whereupon by a jojmt consent, lus steward 
went for him, and brought him along merrily, with his staffe 
of the Crosse, upon Grangousiers mule when he was come, a 
thousand hoggings a thousand embiaccments, a thousand 
good d ayes were given Ha Friar Jhon, mv friend, Fiiai Then, 
my brave cousin. Friar Jhon from the devil let me clip thee 
(my heart) about the neck, to me an armesful I must gripe 
thee (ray ballock) till thy back crack with it Come (my cod) 
let me coll thee till I kill thee , And Friar Jlron, the gladdest 
man m the world, ifever was man made weleomcr, never was 
any more courteously and graciously received then Fiiar Jhon 
Come, come, (said Gargantua) a stool here close by me at this 
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end I am content, (s-ud the monk), seeing you will have it so 
Some water (page) , fill, my boy, fill it is to refiesh my liver , 
give me some, (childe) to gaigle mv throat withal Deposit a 
cappd, (said Gymnast) let us pull off this frock , Ho, by G— , 
Gentleman (said the Monk) theie is a chapter in statutis ordinis 
which opposeth my laying of it down Pish (said Gjmnast) 
a fig for your chapter, this frock breaks both your shoulders, 
put it off My fiiend (said IJie monk) let me alone with it , 
foi by G— , I le drink the better that it is on It makes all my 
body jocund if I should lay it aside the waggish Pages would 
cut to themselves garters out of it, as I was once served at 
Coulames , and, which is worse, I shall lose my appetite but 
if in this hatnt I s^t down at table I will drink by Gr — , both to 
thee and thy horse, and so comage fi^lick God save the com 
pany I have already sup’t, yet will I eat never a whit the lesse 
for that , for I have a paved stomack, as hollow as a But of 
malvoisie, or St Benedictus boot, and alVayes open like a 
Lawyers pouch Of all fishes, but the tench take the wing of a 
Partridge, cr the thigh of a Nunne Doth not he die like a good 
fellow that dies with a stiff catso ? Our Prioi loves exceedingly 
the white of a capon In that (said Gymnast), he doth not 
lesemble the foxes , for of the capons, hens, and pullets which 
they carry away, they never eat the white ^ Why ? said the 
Monlc Because (said Gymnast) they havevsKlooks to dresse 
them , and if they be not competently made ready, they re 
maine red and not white, the rednesse of meats being a token 
that they have not got enough of the file, whether by bojling 
roasting, or otherwise, except the shrimps, lobsters crabs and 
crayfishes, which are cardinalised with boylmg by Gods 
feast gazers (said the monk), the Poiter of oui Abbey, then 
hath not his head well bojled, for his eyes are as red as a mazer 
made of an alder tree The thigh of this leveret is good for 
those that have the gout To the purpose of the tiuel what 
is the reason, that the thighs of a gentlewoman are alwajes 
fresh and coole This Probleme (said Gargantua) is neither m 
Aristotle, m Alexander Aphrodiseus, nor m Plutaich There 
are three causes (said the monli.) by wiych this place is naturally 
refreshed Prim6, because the water runs all along by it 
Secundd because it is s shadie place, obscure and dark, upon 
which the Sun never shmes And thirdly, because it is con 
tinually flabbell’d, blown upon and aiied by the noith wmdes 
of the hole arstick, the fan of the smock, and flipflap of the 
Codpiece And lustie my lads, some bousing liquor, Page ! 
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so Crack, crack, crack O how good is God that gives us oC 
this excellent ]uice ’ I call him to v itnesse, if I had been in the 
time of Jesus Chiist, I would ha\e kept him fiom being taken 
by the Jewes in the gaiden of Olivet and the devil fade me, 
if I should have failed to cut off the hams of these Gentlemen 
Apostles, who ran away so basely after they had well supped, 
and left their good Mastei in the lurch I h ite that man woi se 
than poison that offeis to run away, when he should fight and 
lay stoutly about him Olj that I were but King of Fiance foi 
foiirescore or a hundred yeais ! By G — I should whip like 
curtail dogs these runawayes of Pavie A plague take them, 
why did they not chuse rather to die there then to leave then 
good PrmeeT m that pinch and necessity ? Is it not better 
and more honourable to perish m fighting valiantly, then to h\ e 
in disgiace by a cowardly running awify ? We are like to eate 
no gieat stoie of goslings this yeaie, therefore, friend, reach 
me some of that rosted pig there 

Diavolo, IS there no moie must ? No more sweet wine ? 
Gemiinavit\adtx Jesse Je rente ma vie, ] enrage de soif , I 
renounce life, I lage for thirst, this wine is none of the worst , 
what wine dunk you at Pans ? I give mjself to the devil, if 
I did not once keep open house at Pans for all commeis six 
moneths together , Do j ou know Father Claud of the high 
kildiekins Oh the good fellow that he is, nfA know 

what file has stung him of late he is become so haid a student , 
for my pavt I study not at all In our Abbev we never study 
for feare of the mumps (which disease in horses is called the 
mourning in the chine ,) Our late Abbot was wont to say, that it 
IS a monstrous thmg to see a learned Monk by G — , Master, my 
friend, Magis magno^ clettcos non sunt magis magnos saptentes 
You never saw so many hares as there are this year I could 
not any where come by a gosse hawk, nor tassel of falcon 
my Lord Beloniere promised me a Lanner, but wrote to me not 
long ago, that he was become puisie The Partridges wdl so 
multiply henceforth, that they will go near to eat up our eares 
I take no delight in the stalking horse , for I catch such cold, 
that I am like to founder myself at that sport , if I do not run, 
toile travel and tiot about, I am not well at ease True it is, 
that in leaping over hedges and bushes, my fiock leaves alwayes 
some of itb wool behind it I have recovered a dainty grey 
hound I give him to the devil, if he suffer ahare to escape him 
A groom was leading him to my Loid Hunt little, and I robbed 
him of him did I ill ? No, Friar Jhon (said Gymnast), no, 
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by all the devils there are, no So (said the monk), do I attest 
these same devils so long as they last, or lather, veitue G — , 
what could that gowtie Limpard have done with so fine a dog ? 
by the body of G— , he is better pleased, when one presents him 
with a good ^oke of oxen How now (said Ponociates) you 
svear Iiiar Jhon it is only (said the monk) but to grace and 
adorn my speech , they aie coloms of a Ciceronian i^etoiick 



CHAPTER XL 

Why Monks a? e the Out casts of the World and wherefore 
some have bigget Noses than others ? 

By the faith of a Christian (said Eudemon) I do wonderfully 
dote, and enter in a great extasie when I consider the honesty 
and good fellowship of this Monk , for he makes us here all 
merry How is it then that they exclude the Monks from all 
good companies ’ calling them feast troublers marrers of 
math, and disturbeis of all civil conversation, as the bees drive 
away the drones from their hives , Ignavum fucos pecus (said 
Maro) h picesepibus aicent Hereunto answered Gargantua, 
There is nothing so true as that the fiock and cowle diaw unto 
it self the opprobnes injuries and maledictions of the world, 
just as the winde called Cecias attiacts the clouds the peremp 
tory reason is, because they eat the orduie and excrements of 
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the world, that is to say, the sins of the people, and, like dung 
cheweis and excrementitious eaters, they are cast into the 
privies and secessive places, that is, the Covents and Abbeys 
separated from Political conversation as the jakes and retreats 
of a house are but if you conceive how an Ape m a family is 
alwayes mocked, and provokingly incensed, you shall easily 
apprehend how Monks are shunned of all men, both young and 
old The Ape keeps not the house as a dog doth He diawes 
not in the plow as the oxe He yields neither milk nor wooll 
as the sheep he cariieth*no burthen as a horse doth, that 
which he doth, is only to conskite spoile and defile all, which 
IS the cause wheiefoie he hath of all men mocks, frumperies and 
bastonadoesf 

After the same- manner a Monk (I mean those lither, idle, 
lazie Monks) doth not labour and work, as do the Peasant and 
Artificer doth not ward and defend the comitiev, as doth the 
man of wane cureth not the sick and. diseased, as the 
Physician doth doth neither pieach nor teach, as do the 
Evangelical ^.Doctors and Schoolmasters doth not import com 
modities ani things necessary for the Commonwealth, as the 
Merchant doth therefore is it that by and of all men they are 
hooted at, hated and abhorred Yea but (said Grangousiei ) 
they pi ay to God for us Nothing lesse, (answered Gargantua ) 
True it IS that with a tingle tangle jangling o f bells th ey trouble 
and disquiet all then neighbouis about themi^ '^flight, (s*aid the 
Monk,) a masse a matine, a vespre well rung are half said 
They mumble out great store of Legends and Psalmes, by them 
at all not understood they say many patenoties interlarded 
with ave manes without thinking upon, or appiehending the 
meaning of what it is they say which tiuly I call mocking of 
God, and not prayer/ But so help them God as they pi ay for 
us, and not foi being afraid to lose their victuals, their manchots, 
and good fat pottage All true Christians, of all estates and 
conditions, in all places and at all times send up their prayers 
to God, and the Mediatour prayeth and intercedeth for them, 
and God is gracious to them Now such a one is our good 
Friar Jhon, therefore every man desireth to have him m his 
company, he is no bigot or hypocrite, he is not tome and 
divided betwixt reality and appearance no wretch of a nigged 
and peevish disposition, but honest, jovial, resolute, and a good 
fellow he travels, he labours he defends the oppressed, com 
forts the afifiicted, helps the needie, and keeps the close of the 
Abbey 
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Nay (said the Monk) I do a gieat deal more then that for 
rrhdest we are m dispatching our matmes and anniversaries 
in the quire, I make withal some crossbowe strings, polish 
glasse bottles and boults , I twiste lines and weave purse nets, 
wherein to catch coneys , I am never idle but now hither 
come, some drink, some drink here, bring the fruit These 
chesnuts are of the wood of Estrov, and with good new wine 
are able to mak^ you a fine cracker and composer of bum 
sonnets You are not as yet (i' seems) well moistened m this 
house with this sweet wine and musl, by G — I drink to all men 
freely, and at all Fords like a Proctor or Promoters horse 
Friar Jhon, (sard Gymnast) take away the snot t^alj hangs at 
your nose Ha, ha, (said the monk,) am not I in danger of 
drowning, seeing I am in water even to the nose ’ No, no, 
quare ? quia, though some water come out from thence, there 
never goes m any , for it is well antidoted with pot proof 
armour, and sir rap of the Vme leaf 

O my friend, he that hath winter boots made of such leather, 
may boldly fish for oysteis, for they will never 2ake water 
What is the cause (said Gaigantua) that Fnai Jhnr» hath such 
a faire nose ? Because (said Giangousier) that God would have 
it so, who frameth us m such forme, and for such end, as is most 
agreeable with his divine Will even as a Potter fashioneth his 
vessels"' Because fsaid Ponociates) he came with the first to 
the faire of noses and therefore made choice of the fairest and 
the greatest Pish, (said the Monk) that is not the leason of it, 
but, according to the true Monastical Philosophy, it is because 
my Nurse had soft teats, by virtue whereof, wnilest she gave me 
suck my nose did sink m as so much butter The hard breasts 
of Nurses make children short nosed But hey gay Ad formam 
nasi cognoscitur ad te levavi I never eat dny confections. Page, 
whilest I am at the bibbery , Item, bring me rathe" some tests 


CHAPTER XLI 

Mow the Monk made Gargantua sleep, and of his Houres 
and Breviaiies 

SuppEB, being ended, they consulted of the busmesse m hand, 
and concluded that about midnight they should fall unawares 



THE FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

upon the eneniie, to know what manner of watch and word they 
kept, and that in the mean while they should take a little rest 
the bettei to refiesh themselves But Gargantua could not 
sleep by any meanes on which side soevei he turned himself 
Whereupon the Monk said to him, I never sleep soundly, but 
when I am at Sermon or Prayeis I et us therefore begin you 
and I the seven penitential Psalmes to try whether you shall 
not quickly fall asleep The conceit pleased Gargantua very 
well, and beginning the lii^t ol these Psalmes, as soon as they 
came to the words Beati guorim, they fell asleep both the one 
and the other But the Monk for his being foimeily accus 
toraed to the houre of Claustial matures failed not to awake a 
little before midnight, and being up himself awaked all the 
rest, in singing aloud, and with a full clear voice, the song 


1 


Awake, 0 Reiman, Ho awake , 
Awake, 0 Reiman, Ho 
Get up, you no more sleep must take, 
Get up , for we must go 


IVhen they were all rowsed and up he said, My Masters, it 
IS a usual saying that we begin matines with coughing and 
supper with dunking, let us now (in doing clean contrarily) 
begin our matines with drinking and at nigh t heforp sujjper we 
shall cough as hard as we can What ? (said Gargantua) to 
dunk so soon after sleep, this is not to live according to the diet 
and prescript rule of the Physicians, for you ought fost to 
secure and cleanse your stomack of all its superfluities and 
exciements 0 well physicked (said the Monk) a bundled 
devils leap into my body if there be not moie old drunkards, 
then old Physicians I have made this paction and covenant 
with my appetite, that it alwayes lieth down, and goes to bed 
with my self, (for to that I eveiv day give very good order,) 
then the next morning it also riseth with me, and gets up when 
I am awake Minde you your charges (Gentlemen), or tend 
your cures as much as you 'will , I will get me, to my Drawer, 
(m tenues of falconrie, my tirmg ) What drawer or tiring do 
you mean ? (said Gargantua) My breviary (said the Monk,) 
for ]ust as the Falconers, before they feed their hawks, do make 
them draw at a hens leg, to purge their brames of flegme, and 
sharpen them to a good appetite so by takmg this merry little 
breviary, m the morning I scoure all my lungs, and am pre 
sently readj to drmk 
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After what manner (said Gargantua) do you say these fair 
houres and pra> ers of yours ? After the manner of Whipfield, 
said the Monk, by three Psalmes, and three Lessons, or nothing 
at all, he that will I never tie my self to houres, prayers and 
sacraments f6r they are made for the man, and not the man 
for them therefore it is that I make my Prayers m fashion of 
stinup leathers , I shorten or lengthen them when I think good 
Bievis oraUo penctrat ccelos et hnga potaiio evacuat scyphos 
where is that written ? by my faith ^said Ponocrates ) I cannot 
tell my (pilhcock,) but thou art more worth than gold Therein 
(said the Monk) I am like you but, venite apotemus Then 
made they ready store of Carbonadoes, or rashers on the coales, 
and good fat soupes, or biewis with sippets , anS the Monk 
drank what he pleased Some kept him company, and the rest 
did forbear for their stoiliachs were not as yet opened After 
wards every man began to arme and befit himself for the field , 
and they armed the Monk against his will , for he desired no 
other armour for back and breast but his frock, nor any other 
weapon m his hand, but the staffe of the Crosse ^et at their 
pleasure was he completely armed cap a pe, and mouhted upon 
one of the best horses in the Kingdome, with a good slashing 
shable by his side together with Gargantua, Ponociatcs, 
Gymnast, Eudemon, and five and twenty more of the most 
resolute^an(i,ady£uturous of Giangousiers house all armed at 
proof with their lances in their hands, mounted like St Geoige, 
and eveiy one of them having a harquebusier behinde him 


CHAPTER XLII 

How the Monk encouraged his Fellow Champions, and 
how he hanged upon a Tree 

Thus went out those valiant champions on their adventure, in 
full resolution, to know -iVkat enterprise they should undertake, 
and what to take heed of and look well to, in the day of the 
great and horrible battel And the Monk encouraged them 
saying lily children, do not feare nor doubt, I will conduct you 
safely God and Sanct Benedict be with us If I had strength 
answerable to my courage, by Sdeath, I Avould plume them for 
123, 
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you like ducks I feare nothing but the great ordnance yet 
I know of a charm by way of Piaver which the sub sexton of 
our Abbey taught me that will pieserve a man from the 
violence of guns, and all manner of fire weapons and engines, 
but it will do me no good, because I do not believe it Never 
thelesse, I hope my staffe of the ciosse shall this day play 
devillish pranks amongst them , by G — whoever of our Party 
shall offer to play the duck, and shiink when blowes are a 
dealmg, I give myself to t^je dtevil, if I do not make a Monk of 
him in my stead, and hamper him within my frock, which is 
a sovereign cure against cowardise Did you never heaie of my 
Lord Memles his grey hound, which was not worth a straw m 
the fields , he put a frock about his neck, by the body of G— 
there was neither hare nor fox that could escape him, and which 
IS more, he lined all the bitches m the»countrey, though before 
that he was feeble leined, and ex fngidis et malefictatis The 
Monk uttermg these words in choler as he past under a walnut 
tree m his way towards the Causey, he broached the vizor 
of his helntet, on the stump of a great branch of the said tree 
neverthelfisse, he set his spurres so fiercely to the horse, who 
was full of mettal, and quick on the spurre that he bounded 
forwards, and the Monk, going about to ungrapple his vizor, 
let go his hold of the bridle, and so hanged by his hand upon 
the bough, whilest his horse stole away from imde r h™ By 
this meanes was the Monk left, hanging on tliewalnut tree, 
and crying for help muithei, murther, swearing also that he 
was betiayed Eudemon perceived him first, and calling 
Gargantua said. Sir, come and see Absalom hanging Gar 
gantua being come, considered the countenance of the Monk, 
and in what posture he hanged , wherefore he said to Eudemon, 
You were mistaken m comparing him to Absalom , for Absalom 
hung by his haire but this shaveling Monk hangeth by the 
eares Help me (said the Monk) m the devils name, is this a 
time for you to prate ? you seem to me to be like the decretalist 
preachers, who say, that whosoever shall see his neighbour m 
the danger of death, ought upon paine of tiisulk excommunica 
tion rather choose to admonish turn to make his Confession to 
a Priest, and put his conscience m liie state of Peace, then 
otherwise to help and relieve him. 

And therefore when I shall see them fallen mto a river, and 
ready to be drowned, I shall make them ^a faire long sermon 
de coniemptu mundt, et juga secuh and when they are stark 
dead, shall then go to then aid and succour m fishing after 
124 




THE FIRST J800K OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

them Be quiet (said Gymnast ) and stirre not mj mmion , 1 
am now coming to unhang thee and to set thee at freedome 
for thou art a pretty little gentle Moniehus Monachus in 
claustro mn valet ova duo , sed quando est extra bene valet 
triginta I have seen above five bundled hangtfd, but I never 
saw any have a better countenance in his dangling and pendila 
tory swagging , truly, if I had so good a one, I would willingly 
hang thus all my life time What ? (said the Monk) have you 
almost done preaching, liflpAne, in the name of God, seeing 
you will not in the name of the other spirit, or by the habit 
which I weal you shall repent it, tempore et loco pi cclihatis 

Then Gymnast alighted from his horse and, climbing up the 
walnut tree* lifted up the Monk uith one hand by the gushets 
of his armour under the aim pits, and with the other undid 
his vizor fiom the stump of the biokeft branch, which done, he 
let him fall to the ground and himself aftei As soon as the 
Monk was down he put off all his armoui and threw away one 
piece after another about the field, and taking to him again his 
staffe of the Crosse, remounted up to his horse, which Eudemon 
had cauglnt m his running away Then went they on merrily, 
riding along on the high way 


CHAPTER XLIII 

Row the Scouts and Fore Party of Picrochole were met with by 
Gargantua, and, how the Monk slew Captain Draw forth, 
and then was taken Prisoner by his Emmies 

Picrochole at the relation of those who had escaped out of the 
broil e and defeat, wherein Tripet was untriped, grew very 
angry that the devils should have so run upon his men and held 
all that night a counsel of warre, at which Rashcalf and Touch 
faucet concluded his power to be such that he was able to 
defeat all the devils of hell if they should come to justle with 
his forces This Picrochole did not fully beleeve though he 
doubted not much of it Therefore sent he under the command 
and conduct of the Count Diaw forth, foi? discovering of the 
Countiey, the number of sixteen bundled horsemen, all well 
mounted upon light horses for skirmish and throughly be 
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sprinkled with holy watei , and every one foi their field mark 
oi cognizance had the signe of a star re m his scaif, to serve at all 
adventmes in case they should happen to incounter with 
devils , that by the vertue as well of that Gregorian water, 
as of the staires which they wore, they might make them dis 
appear and evanish 

In this equipage they made an excursion upon the countiey, 
till they came near to the Vauguyon, (which is the valley of 
Guyon) and to the spittle but eou],d never finde any body to 
speak unto , whereupon they returned a little back, and took 
occasion to passe above the aforesaid hospital, to try what 
intelligence they could come by in those parts, in which resolu 
tion riding on, and by chance m a pastoral lodge 6r shepherds 
cottage near to Coudray hitting upon the six Pilgrims, they 
earned them way bound and manacled, as if they had been 
spies, for all the exclamations, adjuiations and requests that 
they could make* Being come down fiom thence towards 
Seville, they were heard by Gargantua who said then unto 
those that were with him, Camerades and fellow souldiers, we 
have here met with an encounter, and they are tefl times m 
number more then we shall we charge them or no ? What a 
devil (said the Monk), shail we do else ? Do you esteem men 
by their number, rather then by their valour and prowes ? 
With tins hejoiied out. Charge, devils, charge , which when the 
enemies'heard, they thought ceitainly that they had been very 
devils, and therefoie even then began all of them to run away 
as hard as they could drive Draw forth only excepted, who 
immediately setled his lance on its rest, and therewith hit the 
Monk with all his force on the very middle of his breast, but, 
coming agamst his horiifick frock the poyit of the iron, being 
with the blow either bioke off oi blunted, it was in matter of 
execution, as if you had struck against an Anvil \tith a little 
wax candle 

Then did the Monk, with his staffe of the Crosse give him 
such a sturdie thump and whirret betwixt his neck and 
shoulders, upon the Acromion bone, that he made him lose 
both sense and motion, and fall down stone dead at his horses 
feet , and, seeing the signe of the starie which he woie scarf 
wayes, he §aid unto Gaigantua, These men are but priests 
which IS but the beginning of a Monk by St Jlion, I am a 
perfect Monk I will kill them to you like flies 

Then ran he after them at a swift and full gallop, till he 
overtook the reere, and felle^ them down like tree leaves, 
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striking athwart and alongst and eveiy way Gymnast pre 
sently asked Gargantua if they should pursue them ? To 
whom Gargantua answered, By no means for according to 
right military discipline, you must never drive your enemy unto 
despair, foi that such a strait doth multiply his force, and 
inciease his courage which was before broken and cast down , 
neither is there any better help or outgate of relief for men that 
are amazed, out of heart, toiled and spent, then to hope for no 
favour at all How many,victoiies have lieeii taken out of the 
hands of the Victors by the vanquished when they would not 
lest satisfied with reason but attempt to put all to the sword, 
and totally to destroy their enemies without leaving so much 
as one to carry home newes of the defeat of his fellowes ? Open 
therefore unto yodr enemies all the gates and v ayes, and make 
to them a bridge of silver rather thafi fade that you may be 
nd of them Yea, but (said Gymnast) they have the monk 
Have they the Monk ’ (said Gargantua ) l^jon mme honour 
then it will prove to their cost , but to prevent all dangers, let 
us not yet retreat, but halt here quietly, as m an ambush , foi 
I think r do already understand the pohcie and judgement of 
our enemies, they are truly more diiected by chance and meer 
fortune, then by good advice and counsel In the mean while, 
wildest these made a stop under the walnut trees, the Monk 
pursued on the chase, charging all he oveitool^ an^ giving 
quarter to none until he met with a trouper, who carried be 
hmde him one of the poor Pdgrims, and there would have rifled 
him The Pilgrim, m hope of relief at the sight of the Monk, 
cried out, Ha, my Lord Prioi, my good fiiend, my Loid Prior, 
save me I beseech you save me , which woids being heard by 
those that rode in the van, they instantly faced about, and 
seeing there was no body but the Monk that made this great 
havock and slaughter among them, they loded him with blows 
as thick as they use to do an Asse with wood but of all this 
he felt nothing especially ivhen they stiuck upon his fiock his 
skin was so hard Then they committed him to two of the 
Marshals men to keep, and looking about, saw nobody commg 
agamst them, whereupon they thought that Gargantua and 
his Party were fled then was it that Siey lode as hard as they 
could towards the walnut tiees to meet with them, and left 
the Monk there all alone, with his two aforesaid men to guard 
him Gaigantua heard the noise and neighing of the horses, 
and said to his men, Camerades, I hear the track and beating 
of the enemies hoise feet, and withall peiceive that some of 
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them come in a tioupe and full body against us let us lallie 
aii(J close here, then set forward in order, and by this means 
we shall be able to leceive then chaige, to then losse and our 
honoui 



CHAPTER XLIV 

Ilow the hiank nd himself of his Keepers and hoio 
Picrocholes Forlorne Hope was defeated 

The Monk seeing them break off thus without order, con- 
jectured that they were to set upon Gargantua and those that 
were with him, and was wonderfully giieved that he could not 
succour them then considered he the countenance of tlie two 
keepers in yhose custody he was, who would have willingly 
lunne after the troops to get some booty and plunder, and were 
alwayes looking towards the valley unto which they were going 
farther he syllogized, saying, These men are but badly skilled 
in matters of warre for they have not required my paroll, 
neither have they taken my sword from me , suddenly here 
after he drew his braclonard oi horsemans sword, wherewith 
he gave the keeper which held him, on the right side such a 
sound slash, that he cut clean thorough the jugulane veins, and 
the sphagitid or transparent arteries of the neck with the fore 
part of the throat called the gaigaieon, even unto the two 
Adenes, which are throat kernels and redoubling the blow, 
he opened the spinal marrow betwixt the second and thud 
verteber , there fell down that keeper stark dead to the ground 
Then the Monk, reining his horse to the left ranne upon the 
other, who seeing his fellow dead and the Alonk to have the 
advantage'of him, cried with a loud voice Ha, my Loid Prior 
quarter, I yeeld, my Lord Prior, quarter, quarter, my good 
friend, my Lord Prior and the Monk cried likewise my Loid 
Posterior, my friend, my Lord Posterior, you shall have it upon 
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vour posterionims ITa said the keeper my Loid Piior mv 
Minion my Gentile Lord Piioi I piay God make you an Abbot 
By the habit (said the Monk) A\hich I weare, I will heie mal e 
you a Cardinal , What do you use to pay lansomes to leligious 
men ? you shall theicfoie have by and by a red hat of my 
giving and the fellow cued Ha my Loid Piior, my Lord 
Piior, mv Loid Abbot that shall be, my Loid Cardinal my 
Loid all, ha ha lies no my Loid Piioi my good little Loid the 
Prior I yecld lender and deliver my self up to vou and I 
deliver thee (said the Monl ) to all the Devds in hell , then 
at one stioak he cut off his head cutting his scalp upon the 
temple bones and lifting up in the uppei part of the scul the 
two tiiangulaiie bones called sincipital, or the two bones 
bregmatis, together with the sagittal commissure or dait like 
seame which distmguisheth the right srle of the head fiom the 
left, as also a giv,at part of the coional or forehead bone, by 
which tenible blow likewise he cut the two meninges or filmes 
which inwrap the braine, and made a deep wound in the braine s 
two posterior ventricles and the cianium or skull abode hang 
ing upon his shoidders by the skin of the pericranium behinde, 
in forme of a Doctors bonnet, black without and led within 
Thus fell he dowm also to the ground stark dead 

And presently the Monk gave his hoise the spurre, and 
kept the way that the enemy held, who had met with Gargantua 
and his companions in the broad highway, and were so 
diminished of their number, for the enoimous slaughter that 
Gargantua had made with his great tree amongst them, as also 
Gymnast, Ponociates, Eudemon, and the rest, that they began 
to retieat disoideily and in gieat haste, as men altogethei 
affrighted and troubled in both sense and understanding 
and, as if they had seen the very proper species and forme of 
death before then eyes , or lathei as when you see an Asse with 
a bnzze oi gad bee under his taile, or llie that stings him run 
hither and thither without keeping any path or way throwing 
doivn his load to the ground breal iiig his biidle and remes, 
and taking no breath nor rest and no man can tell what ailes 
him for they see not any thing touch him so fled these people 
destitute of wit, without knowing any cause of flying, onely 
puisued by a panick terror, which m their minde? they had 
conceived The Monk, perceivmg that then whole intent wa& 
to betake themselves to their heels alighted from his horse, 
and got upon a big large rock, which was m the way, and with 
his great Biackmaid sword laid such a load upon those runa 
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wa} es, and with mame strength fetching a compasse with his 
arme without feigning or sparing, slew and overthrew so man} , 
that his sword broke in two peces, then thought he within him 
self that he had slame and lulled sufficiently, and that the rest 
should escape* to cany newes , therefore, he took up a battle 
axe of those that lay there dead and got upon the rock agame, 
passing his time to see the enemy thus flying, and to tumble 
himself amongst the dead bodies only that he suffered none 
to carr} Pike Swoid Lance not Gun with him and those who 
earned the Pilgrims bound, he made to alight and gave their 
hoises unto the said Pilgiims keeping them there with him 
under the hedge, and also Touchfaucet, who was then his 
prisoner • 


CHAPTER XLV 

Ho JO the Monk cm ned along with him the Pilgi ims and of 
the good Words that Grangousier gate them 

This skirmish being ended Gaigantua retreated with his men, 
exceptmg tiie Monk, and about the dawning of the daj they 
came unto Grangousiei, who in his bed was praying unto God 
for their safety and victoiy and seeing them all safe and 
sound, he embraced them lovingly and asked what was become 
of the Monk ? Gargantua answeied him, that without doubt 
the enemies had the Monk then have they mischief and ill 
luck (said Grangousiei) which was \eiy true , therefore is it a 
common proverb to this day to give a man the Monk (or as in 
French luy bailler le mome) when they would expresse the 
doing unto one a mischief then commanded he a good break 
fast to be provided for then refreshment when all was ready, 
they called Gargantua, but he was so agueved that the Monk 
was not to be heard of, that he would neither eate nor drink 
in the raeane while the Monk comes and from the gate of the 
outer Court cries out aloud. Fresh wine, fresh wine Gymnast 
my friend , Gymnast went out and saw that it was Frier Jhon 
who brought along with him six pilgrims and Touchfaucet 
prisoners whereupon Gaigantua likewise went forth to meet 
him, and all of them made him the best welcome that possibly 
they could, and brought him before Grangousier, who asked 
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him of all his adventmes tho Monk told him ill both how he 
was taken, how he iid himself of his keepcis, of the slaughter 
he had made by the and how he had rescued the Pilgiims 
and brought along with him Captam Touchfaucet Then did 
they altogether fall to banqueting most meinly , in the meane 
time Giangousiei asked the Pilgiims A\hat coiintieymen they 
nere, whence they came, and whither they went ? Sweeitogo 
in the name of the rest answered. My Soverei_gn Loid I am of 
Saint Genou m Beiiie, this man is of Patvau this other is of 
Onzay, this of Aigv, this of St Nazaiand, and this man of 
Villebremn , we come from Saint Sebastian near Nantes, and 
are now returning, as we best may by easie ]ourneys , Yea 
but said Grartgousier, what went > ou to do at Saint Sebastian ? 
We went, said Swetfrtogo, to offer up unto that Sanct our vowes 
against the Plague Ah poor men (sard Giangousier) do jmu 
think that the plague comes fioin Saint Sebastian ? Yes 
truly, (answered Sweertogo), our Preachers tell us so mdeed , 
But IS it so ? (said Grangousier) do the false Prophets teach you 
such abuses ? do they thus blaspheme the Sancts and holy men 
of God, asiio make them like unto the Devils, who do nothing 
but hurt unto mankinde, as Homer writeth, that the Plague 
was sent into the camp of the Greeks by Apollo, and as the 

E oets feign a great rabble of Vejoves and mischievous gods 
o did a certain Cafard or dissembling religionaiie picach at 
Sinay, that Saint Antonie sent the fire into mens legs that 
Saint Eutropius made men hydropick , Saint Clidas, fooles, 
and that Saint Genou made them goutish but I punished 
him so exemplarily, though he called me Heretick for it that 
since that time no such h}q3ociitical rogue durst set his foot 
within my teiritoiies ^ and truly I wonder that your king should 
suffer them m their sermons to publish such scandalous doctime 
in his domimons , for they deserve to be chastised with greater 
seventy then those who by magical art, or any other devnee, 
hav e brought the pestilence into a counticy , the pest lalleth 
but the bodies, but such abominable Imposters empoj son our 
very souls As he spake these words, in came the Monk very 
lesolute, and asked them. Whence are you, you poor wretches ? 
of Saint Genou (said they) And how (said the Monk) does 
the Abbot Gulligut the good drinker, and the Monks, what 
cheere make they ? by G — body they 11 have a fling at your 
wives and breast them to some purpose, wildest you are upon 
your roaming rant and gaddmg Pilgrimage Hm, hen, said 
Sweertogo, I am not afraid of mine, for he that shall see her bv 
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dT.y will never break his neck to come to her in the night time 
Yea marry (said the ]\Ionk) now jou have hit it, let hei be as 
ugly as ever was Pioseipina she avill once by the Loid G— be 
overturned, ^nd get hei skin coat shaken if theie dwell any 
Monks neai to hei, for a good Carpentei will make use of any 
kinde of timber let me be peppei d with the poK, if you iinde 
not all your viaes with childe at youi letuine, for the very 
shidow of the steeple of an .Abbey is fruitful It is (said 
Caigantua) like the water of Nilfts in Egypt, if you beleeve 
Stiabo and Phme, hb 7 cap 3 What vertue will there be 
then (said the Monk) m then bullets of concupiscence, their 
habits and their bodies ? , 

Then (said Giangousier) Go your wayes, poor men in the 
name of God the Crca(^ui to whom I pray to guide you per 
petually and henccfoiwaid be not so ready to undertake these 
idle and unproOtable jouineas Look to your families, labour 
every man m his vocation instiuct your childien, and live as the 
good Apostle St Paul diiectcth you in doing whereof, God, 
his Angels and Sancts, will guaid and protect you and no evil 
or plague at any tune shall befal you Then Gargantua led 
them into the hall to t ikc their lefcction but the Pilgrims 
did nothing but sigh and said to Gaigantua 0 how happy is 
that l^d which hath such a man for then Lord 1 we have been 
nioie edifletl and instructed by the talk which he hath had with 
us, then by all the Seimons that evei Avere pi cached in our 
town That is (said Gaigantua) that Avhich Plato saith hb 
6 de rcpubl , That those Commonwealths aie h ippy, Avhose 
Rulers philosophate and whose Philosophers rule Then 
caused he their wallets to be filled Avith victuals and their 
bottles with wine, and gave unto each ofrthcm a horse to ease 
them upon the way, together with some pence to live by 
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CHAPTER XLVI 

How Grangouszer did very 1 indly entertain Touchjaucct 
his Piisoner 

ToucurAUCET "was presented unto Grangoug^er, and by him 
examined upon the enterprise and attempt of Picrochole, what 
it was he could pretend to, or aim at by the lusthng stirie 
and tumultuary coyle of this his sudden invasion whereunto 
he answered, that his end and purpose was to conquer all the 
countrey, if he could, for the in]uiy„done to his cake bakers 
It IS too great an undertaking (said Grangousier ,) and (as the 
Proveib is) He that gripes too much, holds fast but. little 
the time is not now as formerly to conquer the Kingdtimes of 
our neighbour Princes, and to build up our own greatnesse upon 
the losse of our nearest Christian brother this imitation of 
the ancient Ilerculeses, Alexanders, Hannibals, Scipios Caesars, 
and other such heroes is quite contrary to the Profession of the 
Gospel of Chiist, bj the which we are commanded to preserve, 
keep, rule, and gorem every man his own countrey and lands, 
and not in a hostile manner to invade others, and that which 
heretofore the Baibars and Saracens called prowesse, and 
valour, we do now call robbing, theevery and wickednes It 
would have been more commendable in him to have contained 
himself within the bounds of his own territories, royally govern 
mg them, then to insult and domineer m mine, pillaging and 
plundering every where like a most unmerciful enemy for 
bv ruling his own with discretion, he might have increas’t his 
greatnesse, but by robbing me he cannot escape destruction , 
Go your wayes in the name of God, prosecute good enterpiises, 
shew >our King what is amisse, and never counsel him with 
regard unto your own particular profit, for the public losse 
will swallow up the private benefit As for your ransome, I 
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do freely remit it to j ou and will that your aimes and horse be 
restqred to you , so should good neighbours do, and ancient 
friends seeing this our diffeience is not properly wane, as 
Plato lib 5 de repub would not have it called wane but 
sedition, when the Gieel s took up armes against one another, 
and that therefore when such combustions should arise amongst 
them, his advice was to behave themselves m the managing of 
them with all dispietion and mpdestj!- Although you call it 
wane, it is but superficial, it enter«th not into the closet and 
inmost cabinet of our hearts for neither of us hath been 
wronged m his honour nor is there any question betwixt us in 
the mam but only how to redresse by the by somejietty faults 
committed by our men I mean both yours and ours which 
although you knew you ought to let passe , for these quarrel 
some persons deserve ra?her to be contemned then mentioned, 
especially seeing I offered them satisfaction according to the 
wrong God shal^ be the 3 ust Judge of our variances whom I 
beseech by death rather to take me out of this life, and to per 
mit my goods to perish and be destroyed before mine eyes then 
that by me or mine he should m any sort be rvronged These 
words uttered he called the Monk, and before them all spoke 
thus unto him Friar Jhoft my good friend is it you that took 
prisoner the captain Touchfaucet here present ? Sir (said the 
monk) Sqeing himself is here, and that he is of the yeaies of dis 
cretion, I had rather you should know it by his confession then 
by any woids of mine Then said Touchfaucet, My sovereign 
Lord it is he indeed that took me, and I do theiefore most 
freely yield my self his prisoner Have you put him to any 
ransom ? said Grangousier to the monk No, (said the Monk ) 
of that I take no care How much wouId,you have for having 
taken him ? nothing, nothing (said the monk ) I am not 
swayed by that nor do I legard it Then Grangousier com 
manded, that in piesence of Touchfaucet should be delivered 
to the Monk for taking him, the summe of threescore and two 
thousand saluts (in English money, fifteen thousand and five 
hundred pounds) which was done whilest they made a collation 
or little banquet to the said Touchfaucet of whom Grangousier 
asked, if he would stay Vith him, or if he loved rather to return 
to his King ? Touchfaucet answered, that he was content to 
take whatever couise he would advise him to Then (said 
Grangousier) return unto your King, and God be with you 

Then he gave him an excellent sword of a Vienne blade with 
a golden scabbaid wrought lyith Vine branch like flourishes, 
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of taire Goldsmiths work, and a colki oi neckchain of gold 
weighing seven hundred and two thousand meiks (at eight 
ounces each,) garnished with precious stones of the finest soit, 
esteemed at a hundred and sixty thousand ducats, and ten 
thousand crownes more, as an honourable donative, by wav of 
present 

Aftei this talk, Touchfaucet got to his horse and Gaigantua 
for his safety allowed him the guard of thirty men at aimes 
and SIX score arehers to attend him under the conduct of 
G'^annast, to bring him even unto the gate of the rock Clermond, 
if there were need As soon as he was gone, the IMonk restored 
unto Grangousier the three scoie and two thousand saluts 
which he haS received, saying. Sir it is not as yet the time for 
you to give such guts, stay till this waire be at an end for none 
can tell what accidents may oecurre, 'and war begun without 
good provision of money before hand for going through with it, 
is but as a breathing of strength, and blask^that will quickly 
passe away, come is the sinews of warre Well then (said 
Crangousier) at the end I will content you bv some honest 
recompenCe, as also all those who shall do me good service 


CHAPTER XLVII 

Row Grangousier sent jor his Legions, and how Touchfaucet slew 
Rashcalj and wfis afterwards executed hy the command of 
Picrochole 

About this same time those of Besse, of the old Market, of St 
James bourg of the draggage of Parille, of the Rivers of the 
rocks St Pol, of the Vaubreton, of Pautille, of the Brahemont, of 
Clainbridge, of Cravant, of Grammont of the town at the 
Badgerholes of Huymes, of Serge, of Husse of St Levant, of 
Panzoust, of the Coldraux, of Vernon, of Coulaines, of Chose, 
of Varenes, of Bourgueil of the Bouchard Claud, of the Croulay 
of Narsie, of Caiid, of Monsoieau, and other bordering places, 
sent Ambassadours unto Grangousier to tell him that they 
were advised of the great wrongs which Picrochole had done 
him, and in regard of their anpient confederacy, offered him 

is6 



THE FIRSa: BOOK OF DR IRANCIS RABELAIS 

what assistance they could afford, both in men, money, victuals 
and ammunition, and other necessaiies for waire , Ihe money, 
which by the joynt agieement of them all was sent unto him, 
amounted to six scoie and fourteen millions, two crowns and 
a half of pure gold The forces wherewith they did assist him, 
did consist in fifteen thousand cuiiasiers, two and thirty 
thousand light horsemen, fourscore and nine thousand diagoons, 
and a hundred and forty thousand voluntier adventurers These 
h id with them eleven thousand and Jwo hundred cannons, double 
cannons long pieces of Artillery called Basilisks and smaller 
sized ones, known by the name of spiiols, besides the mortar 
pieees and granadoes Of pioneers they had seven and foity 
thousand, all victualled and payed for six moneths and four 
dayes of advance , which offer Gargantua did not altogether 
refuse nor wholly accept of but, giving them hearty thanks, 
said that he would compose and ordei the warre by such a 
device, that there should not be found great need to put so 
many honest men to trouble m the managing of it , and there 
tore was content at that time to give order only for bringing 
along the legions which he maintained in his ordinary Garison 
townes of the Devimere, of Chavrgme of Gravot, and of the 
Quinquenais, amounting* to the number of two thousand 
cuiiasiers, threescore and six thousand foot souldiers, six and 
twenty*,,thQiisand dragoons, attended by two hundred pieces 
of gieat ordnance, two and twenty thousand Pioneers, and six 
thousand light horsemen, all drawn up m troupes, so well 
befitted and accommodated with their commissaries, sutlers, 
feniers, harnasse makers, and other such like necessary 
members in a military camp , so fully mstiucted in the Art 
of warfare, so perfectly knowing and following their colours, 
so ready to hear and obey their Captains, so nimble to run, so 
strong at their charging, so prudent in their adventures, and 
every day so well disciplined, that they seemed rather to be a 
consort of organ pipes, or mutual concord of the wheels of a 
clock then an infantry and cavalry, or army of souldiers 

Touchfaucet immediately after his return presented himself 
before Picrochole, and related unto him at large all that he had 
done and seen, and at last endeavoured to perswade him with 
strong and forcible arguments, to capitulate and make an 
agreement with Grangousier, whom he found to be the honestest 
man in the world, saying fuithei, that it was neither right nor 
reason thus to trouble his neighbours, of whom they had never 
received any thing but good .and in regard of the main point, 
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that they should nevei be able to go thiough stitch with that 
wane but to their great damage and mischief for the forces 
of Picrochole were not so considerable, but that Grangousiei 
could easily overtlirow them 

He had not well done speaking, when Raslicalf said out 
aloud, Unhappy is that prince which is by such men served 
who are so easily coirupted, as I know Touchfaueet is , for I 
see his courage so changed that he had willingly jo>aied with 
our enemies to fight againjt us and betiay us, if they would 
have leceived him , but as veitue is of all, both fiiends and 
foes praised and esteemed, so is wickednes soon known and 
suspected and although it happen the enemies to make use 
thereof for their profit, yet have they alwayes the n icked, and 
the traitois in aborfimation 

Touchfaueet being at these words Very impatient drew out 
his sword, and therewith ran Rashcalf thiough the body, a 
little under the nipple of his left side wheieof he died presentl> 
and pulling back his sword out of his body said boldly So let 
him perish, that shall a faithful servant blame Piciochole 
incontinently giew furious and seeing Touchfaucets new sword 
and his scabbard so richly diapred with flemishes of most 
excellent workmanship said. Did ttey give thee this weapon 
so felloniously therewith to kill before my face my so good 
friend Rashcalf ? then immediately commanded Iv* hjS guaid 
to hew him in pieces, which was mstantly done, and that so 
cruelly, that the chamber was all died with blood Afterwaids 
he appointed the coips of Rashcalf to be honomably buried, 
and that of Touchfaueet, to be cast over the walls into the 
ditches 

The newes of these excessive violences were quicldy spread 
through all the Army, wheieupon many began to murmure 
agamst Piciochole, iiisofarre that Pinchpennie said to him. 
My sovereign Lord, I know not what the issue of this enter 
prise will be , I see your men much dejected, and not well 
resolved m their mindes, by considering that we are here 
very ill provided of victuafl, and that our number is alieady 
much diminished by three or four sallies Furthermore, great 
supplies and reermts come daily in to ybur enemies but we so 
moulder away, that, if we be once besieged, I do not see how 
we can escape a total destruction , Tush, pish, (said Picrochole) 
you are like the Melun eeles, you cry before they come to you , 
Let them come, let them come, if they dare 
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CHAPTER XLVIII 

How Garganiua sei upon Piciochole, wnthin the rock Clermond, 
and utterly dej£ated the Army of the said Pieiochole 

Gargantua had the charge of the whole Army, and his father 
Grangousier stayed m his Castle, who encouraging them with 
good words, promised great lewards unto those that should do 
any notable seivice Having thus set forward as soon as they 
had gamed the Passe at the Ford of Vede, with boats and 
bridges speedily made they passed over m a trice, then con 
sidering the situation of the town, which was on a high and 
advantageous plac?, Gargantua thought fit to call his counsel, 
and passe that night in deliberation upon what was to be done 
But Gymnast said unto him, Jly soveieign Lord such is the 
nature and complexion of the Frenches, that they are worth 
nothing, but at the first push, then are they moie fieice then 
devils , but if they linger df little, and be weaned with delays, 
they’ll pjove more faint and remisse than women my opinion 
IS therefore, *that now presently after your men have taken 
breath, and some small refection, you give ordei for a lesolute 
assault, and that we stoime them instantly IIis advice was 
found very good, and for effectuating thereof, he brought foith 
his army into the plain field, and placed the reserves on the 
skirt or rising of a little hill The Monk took along with him 
SIX companies of foot, and two hundred hep semen well armed 
and with great diligence ciossed the marish and valiantly got 
up on the top of the gieen hillock, even unto the high way 
which leads to Loudin Whilest the assault was thus begun 
Picrocholes men could not tell well what was best, to issue out 
and receive the Assailants, or keep within the town and not 
to stirre Himself m the mean time, without deliberation, 
sallied forth m a rage with the cavalrv of his guard who were 
forthwith received, and lovally entei tamed with great cannon 
shot that fell upon them like haile fiom the high grounds on 
which the Aitillery was planted , whereupon the Gargantuists 
betook themselves unto the valleys, to give the ordnance leave 
to play, and range with the larger scope 

Those of the town defended themselves as well as they 
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could, but their shot past over us, without doing us any huit 
at all Some of Picrocholes men, that had escaped our Art llei > , 
set most fiercely upon our souldiers, but prevailed little , for 
they were all let m betwixt the files, and there knock t down 
to the ground, which their fellow souldiers seeing, they would 
have retreated, but the Monk having seised upon the Passe 
by the which they were to return they run away and fled in all 
the disorder and confusion that could be iniagined 

Some would have pyisued after them and followed the 
chase, but the Monk witlihcld them, apprehending that in their 
pursuit the Pursuers might lose then ranks, and so give occasion 
to the besieged to sallie out of the town upon them Then 
staying thire some space, and none coming against him, he sent 
the Duke Phrontist, to advise Gargantua to advance towards 
the hill up on the left hand to hmder*Picrocholes retreat at that 
gate which Gaigantua did with all expedition and sent thither 
foure brigades under the conduct of Sel5S.st, which had no 
sooner reach t the top of the hill but they met Picrochole in 
the teeth, and those that were u ith him scattered 

Then charged they upon them stoutly, yet were they much 
mdamaged by those that were upon the walles who galled 
them nith all manner of shot, bofc from the great ordnance, 
small guns and bowes W hich gargantua perceivingj he went 
with a strong Partie to their relief, and with his A'tiliery began 
to thunder so terribly upon that canton of the wall, and so 
long that all the strength within the town, to maintain and 
fill up the breach, was drawn thither The Monk, seeing that 
quarter which he kept besieged void of men and competent 
guards, and in a manner altogether naked and abandoned, did 
most magnanimousjjy on a sudden lead up his men towards the 
foit, and never left it till he had got up upon it, knowmg, that 
such as chme to the reserve in a conflict, bring with them 
alwayes more feaie and ten our, then those that deal about 
them with their hands in the fight 

Never thelesse he gave no alarm till all his souldiers had got 
within the wall, except the two hundred horsemen, whom he 
left without to secure his entry then did he give a most horrible 
shout, so did all these who were with him, and immediately 
thereaftei without resistance, putting to the edge of the suord 
the guard that was at that gate, they opened it to the horsemen 
with whom most furiously they ^together ran towards he 
East gate, wheie all the hurhe burhe was and coming close 
upon them m the reer, overthrew all their forces The besieged 

, 140 
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seeing that the Gargantuists had won the town upon them, and 
that they were like to be secure m no corner of it submitted 
themselves unto the meicy of the Monk, and asked for quarter, 
which the IMonk very nobly granted to them, yet made them 
lay down their aimes , then shutting them up within Churches, 
ga^e order to seise upon all the staves of the Crosses, and 
placed men at the doores to keep them from coming forth , 
then opening that East gate, he issued out to succour and assist 
Cargantua but Pifcrochole, thinking it had been some relief 
coming to him from the towne, adventured more foiwardly 
then before, and was upon the givmg of a most desperate home 
charge, when Gargantua cried out, Ha, Friar Jhon, my fiiend, 
Friar Jhon, you are come m a good houre , which iftiexpected 
accident so affrighted Picrochole and his men, that giving all 
for lost, they betook themselves to their heels, and fled on all 
hands Gargantua chased them till they came near to Vau 
gaudry, killing and,slaying all the way, and then sounded the 
letreat 


. CHAPTER XLIX 

How Picrochole in his Flight fell into greed Misfortunes, 
and what Gargantua did after the Battel 

PiCHROcnoLE thus in despaire, fled towards the Bouchard 
island, and in the way to Riveere his horsg stumbled and fell 
down, whereat he on a sudden was so incensed, that he with his 
swoid without more ado killed him in his choler , then not 
finding any that would remount him he was about to have 
taken an Asse at the Mill that was thereby but the Millers 
men did so baste his bones, and so soundly bethwack him, that 
they made him both black and blew with strokes , then, 
strippmg him of all his clothes, gave him a scurvie old canvas 
jacket wherewith to cover his nakednesse Thus went along 
this poor cholerick wretch, who passing the water at Porthuaux, 
and relating his misadventurous disasters, was foretold by an 
old Lourpidon hag that his Kingdome should be restored to 
him at the coming of the Cocklicranes, which she called Coque 
cigrues What is become of hinoi since we cannot certainly tell, 
141 
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yet was I told that he is now a porter at L\ ons, as testie and 
pettish in humour as ever he was before, and would be alwayes 
with gieat lamentation enquiring at all strangers of the eommg 
of the CocUicranes expecting assuredly (according to the 
old womans piophecie), that at then coming he shall be re 
established m his Kingdom The first thing Gargantua did 
after his return into the town was to call the Muster roll of his 
men, which when he had done he found that there were \ery 
few either killed or wounded, only some few foot of captain 
Tolmeres company, and Ponocrates who was shot with a 
musket ball through the doublet Then he caused them all at 
and in their seaeral posts and divisions to take a little refresh 
ment, which was veiy plenteously provided for them in the best 
drink and victuals that could be had for money and gave order 
to the Tieasureis and Commissanes of the Army to pay for 
and defray that repast, and that there should be no outrage at 
all nor abuse committed in the town, segjng it was his owm 
And fmthermore commanded, that immediately after the 
souldiers had done with eating and drinking for that time 
sufficiently and to their own hearts desire a gathering should 
be beaten for bringing them altogether, to be draivn up on the 
Piazza before the Castle, there io receive six moneths pay 
coinpleatly all which was done After this by his direction, 
were brought before him m the said place all those that re 
mained of Picrocholes party, unto whom in the (Presence of the 
Princes, Nobles, and Officers of his Court and A^my, he spoke 
as follow ethi 
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CHAPTER I 

Gatganiuas Speech to the Vanquished 

Our foiefathers and Ancestors of all times, have been of this 
nature and disposition, that, upon the winning of a battel, they 
have chosen rather for a signe and memorial of their trimnphs 
and victoives, to erect trophies and monuments m the hearts of 
the vanquished by clemencie, then by architecture m the lands 
which they had conquered , for they did hold in greater estima 
tion, the lively remembrance of meA purchased by liberality 
then the dumb inscription of arches, pillais and pyramides 
subject to the injury of stormes and tempests, and to the envie 
of every one You may very well remember of the courtesie 
which by them was used towaids the Bretons, m the battel of 
St Aubin of Cormier, and at the demolishing of Partenay 
You ha'v e heard and hearing admire their gentle comportment 
towards those at the barreers of S^aniola, who had plundered, 
wasted and ransacked the maritime borders of Olone and 
Talmondois All this hemisphere of the world wasJfQled with 
the praises and congratulations which your selves and youi 
fathers made, when Alphaibal King of Canarre not satisfied 
with his own fortunes, did most furiously mvade the land of 
Onyx, and with cruel Piracies molest all the Armorick islands 
and confine regions of Britanie , yet was he in a set naval 
fight justly taken /ind vanquished by my father, whom God 
preserve and protect But what ? whereas other Kings and 
Empeiouis, yea those who entitle themselves Cathdiques, 
would have dealt loughly with him, kept him a close prisoner, 
and put him to an extream high ransom he mtreated him 
very couiteously lodged him kindly with himself m has owm 
Palace, and out of his incredible mildnesse and gentle disposition 
sent him back with a safe conduct, loaden with gifts, loaden 
with favours, loaden wuth all oflices of friendship what fell 
out upon it ? Being returned into his countrey, he called a 
Pailiament, where all the Princes and States of his Kingdom 
bemg assembled, he shewed them the humanity which he had 
found in us, and therefore wished them to take such course by 
way of compensation theiem, as that the whole world might be 
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edihed by the example, as ^^ell of their honest giaciousnesse to 
us as of our pacious honesty toivaids them The result 
hereof pas that it was voted and decreed by an unanimous 
Consent, that thpy should offer up entirely their Lands, 
Dominions and* Kingdomes to bt disposed of by us accoidinrr 
to our pleasuie •' 

AlphmbaJ m his own person, piesently letuined with nme 
thousand and thiit;y pght gieat ships of buiden, bunging nith 
him the treasures, not only of his h«use and lojal hnlage but 
almost of all the countrey besides foi he imbarkmg himself 
to set saile with a \\ est Noith East winde e\cry one in heaps 
did cast into the ship gold, silvei, rings jenels, spices, drugs, 
and aiomatical pai fumes, pairets pelicms monkies, civet 
cats, black spptedveesils, porcupines etc H e was accounted 
no good Mothers son, that did not cast in all the raie and 
precious things he had 

Being safely afliyed, he came to my said father and would 
h'iV6 kist his feet th'i.t action was found too submissively low, 
and therefore was not permitted but m exchange he was most 
cordially embraced he offered his presents, they were not 
received, because they weie too excessive he yielded himself 
voluntaiily a seivant and*vassal and was content his whole 
posteiity should be liable to the same bondage this was not 
accepted i)f .because it seemed not equitable he suiiendered 
by vertue of the decree of his great Parlmmentarie councel his 
whole Countieys and Kingdomes to him offeiing the Deed and 
Conveyance, signed sealed and i itified by all those that were 
concerned m it this was altogether lefused, and the parch 
ments cast into the file In end, this free good will, and simple 
meaning of the Canainens wrought such.tendernesse in my 
fatheis heart, that he could not abstain from sheddmg teaies, 
and wept most profusely then by choise woids 'very con 
giuously adapted, strove in what he could to diminish the 
estimation of the good offices wluch he had done them saying, 
that any courtesie he had conferred upon them was not woith 
a rush and what favour so ever he had shewed them he was 
bound to do it But so much the more did Alpharbal augment 
the repute thereof Wliat was the issue ? whet eas for his 
ransom in the greatest extremity of iigour, and most tj lanmcal 
dealing could not have been exacted above twenty times a 
hundred thousand crownes, and his eldest sons detained as 
hostages, till that summe had been payed, they made themselves 
perpetual tnbutaiies, and obliged to gne us eveij jear two 
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millions of gold at foure and tAienty carats fine The first year 
we received the whole sum of two millions the econd yCare 
of tliPir own accord they payed freely to us thiee and twenty 
hundred thousand ciowns , the thud year six and twenty 
hundred thousand , the fourth year, tlirce millions, and do so 
increase it alwayes out of their orvn good wall that we shall be 
constrained to forbid them to bung us any moie This is the 
nature of gratitude and tiue than! fulnesse^ Foi time, which 
gnawes and dimmisheth all things else, augments and mcreaseth 
benefits , because a noble action of liberality, done to a man of 
reason doth giow continually, by his generous thinking of it, 
and remembring it 

Being unwillmg therefore any way to degenerate from the 
hereditary mildnesse and clemencie of my Parents, I do now 
forgive j ou, deliver you fiom all fines and imprisonments, fully 
release you set you at liberty and eveiy way make you as frank 
and free as ever you weie before Moreovei^ at your going out 
of the gate, you shall have every one of vou three moneths pay 
to bring y ou home into your houses and families, and shall har e 
a safe convoy of six hundred cuuasiers and eight thousand 
foot under the conduct of Alexander, Esquire of my body that 
the Clubmen of the Couiitrey may not do you any injury 
God be with you I am sorry fiom my heart that Picrochole 
IS not here , for I would have given him to undwst^nd that 
this warre was undertaken against my will, and without any 
hope to increase either my goods or renown but seeing he is 
lost and that no man can tell where nor how he went away, 
it is my will that his Kingdome remain entiie to his soiine 
who, because he is too young (he not being yet full five yeares 
old ) shall be brought up and instructed by the ancient Pimces, 
and learned men of the Kingdom And because a Realm thus 
desolate, may easily come to riime if the covetousnesse and 
avarice of those, who by their places are obliged to administer 
justice m it be not curbed and restrained I ordain and will 
have it so that Ponocrates be oveiseer and superintendent 
above all his governours with whatever power and authority 
IS reqiusite theieto and that he be continually with the childe 
until he finde him able and capable to rule and govern by 
himself 

Now I must tell you that you are to understand how a 
too feeble and dissolute facility in pardoning evil doers, giveth 
them occasion to commit wnckednesse aftei wards more readily, 
upon this pernicious confidenccrof receiving favour , I consider, 
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that Moses, the meekest man that vas m his time upon the 
earth did seveiely punish the mutinous and seditious people 
of Israel I consider likewise that Julius Ctesar, who was so 
gracious an Emperour, that Cicero s ud of him that his fortunh 
had nothing more excellent than thit he could , and his vertue 
nothing better than that he would alwajes save and paidon 
every man He notwithstanding all this did in certain places 
most rigoiously punish the authors of rehellion , After the 
example of these good meu it is my will and pleasure, that you 
dclner ovei unto me, before jou depart hence, first, that fine 
fellow Marquet, who w is the prime cause, oiigin and ground 
work of this wane, by his vain presumption and overweening 
secondly, his fellow cake bakers, who were neglective in check 
ing and reprehending his idle haiicbiain’d humour in the 
instant time and lastly, all the Councillors, Captains Officers 
and Domcsticl s of Picrochole, who had been incendiaries oi 
fomenters of the warre by provoking praifing or counselling 
him to come out of his- limits thus to trouble u'' 


CHAPTER II 

11 OG the victorious Gai gantuisis iiere lecompensed after the Battel 

WiiFN Gargantua had finished his speech the seditious men 
whom he lequired weie delneied up unto him except Swash 
buckler, Duitaille and Smaltiash who lan away sixe homes 
before the battel, one of them as fane as to Lamieliieck at one 
couise another to the i alley of \ iie and the third even unto 
I ogioine, without lool ing hick, oi taking breath by the nay 
and two of the Cake bakers who weie slaine in the fight, 
C aigantua did them no other hurt, but that he appointed them 
to pull at the presses of his Prmting house, which he had newly 
set up then those who died theie he paused to be honouiably 
bulled m Black soile valley and Burn hag field, and ga%e ordei 
that the wounded should be drest and had care of m his great 
hospital 01 Nosocome After this, considering the great pie 
judice done to the towne and its inhabitants, he le imbuised 
their charges, and repaired all the losses that by then confession 
upon oath could appear they had sustained and foi tlicir 
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beltci defence -vnd security in times coming against all sudden 
upioars and m\asions, commanded a stiqng eittadel to be 
built there with a competent Gaiison to maintaine it at his 
departme he did very graciously thank all the souldiers of the 
biigades that had been at this oveithrow, and sent them back 
to their wintei quaiteis in their 5e\ eral stations, and Gansons 
the Decumane Legion onely excejited whom m the field on 
that day he saw do some great e\ploit and their Captains also, 
whom he brought along with himseM unto Grangousiei 

At the sight and coming of them tlie good man was so 
joyful that it is not possible fully to desciibe it , he made them 
a feast the most magnificent plentiful and delicious that ever 
was seen since the time of the king Assuerus at the taking up 
of the table he distiibu^ed amongst them lus whole cupboaid 
of plate, which iveighed eight hundred thousand and fourteen 
Besants of gold in great antick vessels, huge pots large basins 
big tasses, cups, goblets candlesticks comfit boxes and other 
such plate all of pme massie gold besides the precious stones, 
enameling and vorl manship which by all mens estimation 
ivas moie worth then the matter of the gold then unto ever 
one of them out of his coffers caused he to be given the summe , 
of twelve hunched thousand crowncs ready money and 
further Jie gn\e to each of them foi e\ei and in peipetuity 
(unlesse -twr should happen to decease without hens) such 
Castles and neighbouring lands of his as ueie most commodious 
for them to Ponociates he gave the rock Cleimond , to 
Gymnast, the Coudray, to Eudemon, Alonpensier, Rivan to 
lolmere, to Ithibolle, Montsauicau to Acamas Cande, 
Vnrenes, to Chirovaete, Giavot to Sebast Qumquenais, to 
Alexander , Legie, to Sophione, and so of his other places 
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CHAPTER LH 

Row Gaigantua caused to be built jor the Monk the 
4bbey of 1 keleme 

Tirriir was left onely the Monk to piovide for whom Gargantua 
would have made Abbot of Seville, but he refused it , he would 
ha’ie given him the Abby of Bourgueil, or of Sanct Floient, 
^vhich was the better, oi both, if it pleased him , but the Monk 
gave him a vciy peremptoxy auswci, that he would never take 
upon him the charge nor government of Monks For how 
shall I be able (said he) to lule over others, that have not full 
power and command of my self if j ou think I have done you, 
or may hereafter do any acceptable seivice, give me leave to 
found an Abby aftei my owne inmde and fancie the motion 
pleased Gargantua very well who theieupon offered him all 
the Counlrey of Theleme by the rivfi of Loire, till mthin two 
leagues of the great foicst of Port huaut the Monk then 
lequested Gargantua to institute his religious order contraiy 
to all others First then (said Gargantua) you mu'J'^iot build 
a wall about youi convent, for all other Abbies are strongly 
walled and mured about See (said the Monk) and not with 
out cause (seeing wall and muie sigmfie but one and the same 
thing,) where there is mur before and mux behmde, there is 
store of muimui en\ie and mutual conspiracic Moreovei 
seeing there aie certain converts m the world, wheieof the 
cuslome la. if anj woman come in (I mean chaste and honest 
women) they immediately sweep the ground which they have 
trod upon therefore was it ordained that if any man or 
woman entered into religious oiders, should by chance come 
within this newr Abbey all the roomes should be thoroughly 
washed and cleansed through which they had passed , and 
because in all other ^Monasteries and Nunneries all is compassed, 
limited and regulated by homes, it w as decreed that in this new 
structure there should be neither Clock nor Dial, but that 
according to the opportunities and incident occasions all their 
hours should be disposed of , fox (said Gaigantua) the greatest 
^ to count the houis, what good 

comes of it ? now can there be any greater dotage m the world 
ISO 
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then for one to guide and direct his courses by the sound of a 
Bell and not by his owne judgement and discretion 

Item, Because at that time they put no women into 
Nunneries, but such as were either purblmde blinkards, lame. 
Clocked, dl faTOured mis shapen, fooles, senselesse, spoyled 
or corrupt , nor encloystered any men but those that were 
either siclJy, subject to defluxions, ill bied lowts, simple sots 
or peevisli tiouble houses but to the purpose , (said the 
monk) A woman that is neither f^ire nor good, to what use 
serves she ? To make a Nuime of, said Gargantua Yea, 
said the jMonk, and to make shirts and smocl s , therefore v is 
it ordained that into this religious order should be admitted 
no women that were not faire well featur’d, anti of a sweet 
disposition , nor men that weie not comefy, peisonable and 
well conditioned ■* 

Item Because in the convents of women men come not 
but undei hand ' privily, and by stealth, it was theiefore 
enacted that in this house there shall be no women in case 
there be not men, nor men in case there be not women 

Item, Because both men and w omen, that are received into 
religious orders after the expiring of their no\ iciat or probation 
year, were constiamed ailfl forced peipctually to stay there all 
the days of their life it was theiefore ordered, that all whatever 
men or ^gsmen, admitted withm this Abbey, should have full 
leave to depart with peace and contentment, whensoever it 
should seem good to them so to do 

Item, for that the religious men and women did oidmanh 
make three Vows, to wit, those of chastity, poverty and 
obedience, it was therefore constituted and appouited, that in 
this Convent they might be honourably married that they 
might be rich and live at liberty In regard to the legitimat 
time of the persons to be initiated, and years under, and above 
which they weie not capable of reception, the women were to he 
admitted from ten till fifteen, and the men from twelve till 
eighteen 
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CHAPTER nil 

TIow the Abbey oj the Tlielermtes was built and endowed 

Toil the fabnek 'ind furniture of the Abbey Gargantua caused 
to be deliveied out in ready money seven and twenty hundred 
thousand eight hundred and one and thirty of tliose golden 
rams of Berne, which have a sheep stamped on the one side 
and a flowied ciosse on the other , and for every yeare, until 
the whole work were eompleated he ^Hotted threescore nine 
thousand crowns of the Sunne and as many of the seven starres, 
to be charged all upon the receit of the custom , For the founda 
tion and maintenance thereof for ever, he settled a perpetual 
fee farm rent of tluce and twenty hundred threescore and nine 
thousand five himdred and fourteen rose nobles, exempted 
fiom all homage, fealty, service or burden whatsoever and 
paj able every yeare at the gate of t|je Abbey , and of this by 
letteis pattent passed a very good grant The Architecture 
vi as in a figure hexagonal, and in such a fashion, that m every 
one of the six coincis there was built a gieat rourSHiower of 
threescore foot in diameter, and weie all of a like fonne and 
bignesse Upon the north side ran along the river of Loire 
on tlie bank whereof was situated the toner called Aictick 
going towaicls the Fast, there was another called Calaer the 
next follow mg \natole the next Mesembnne thenextHespeiia, 
and the last Ciiere Every tower was distant from other the 
spree of thjree hundred and twelve paces The whole AZdificc 
was eaeia where six stones high reckoning the Cellais undei 
giound for one the second was arched after the fashion of a 
basket handle the rest were seeled with pure wainscot, 
flouiished with Flanders fiet work, m the foime of the foot 
of a 1 amp and covered abo\ e with fine slates with an indorse 
meat of lead carrying the antick figmas of little puppets, and 
animals of all sorts notably well suited to one another, and 
guilt, together with the gutters which ]etting without the 
wails horn bctwxt the crosse banes in a diagonal figure, 
painted with gold and azur, reach’d to the reiy ground, where 
tlicy ended into great conduit pipes which coined all away 
unto the river fi om under the house 






Tlite FIRST BOOK OF DR FRANCIS^RAEELIIS 

This snme building was a hundred times more sumptuous 
and magnihceni then ever was Bonnivet, Chambouig or Chan 
tilhc for there were m it nine thousand three hundred and 
two and thiity chambeis everj one whereof had a withdrawing 
room a handsom closet, a waidzobe, an oratory and neat 
passage leading into a great and spacious hall Between every 
towel, in the midst of the said body of building, there was a 
pane of winding (such as we now call lantern) staires, whereof 
the steps wcie part of Poiphyiie (which is a daik red marble, 
spotted with white ) part of Numidian stone, (which is a kind of 
yellowishly stieaked marble upon vaiious colours,) and pait of 
Serpentine /naible (with light spots on a dark green ground) 
each of these steps being two and twenty foot m length and 
thiee fingers thick, and the just number of twelve betwixt every 
rest, or, (as we now terme it) landing place In eveiy resting 
place were two faire anticl arches wheie the light came m and 
by those they went into a Cabinet made evtn with and of the 
bredth of the said winding, and the re ascending above the 
loofs of the house, ended conically m a pavillion By that vize 
or winding they entered on every side into a great hall, and 
from the halls into the chambers , from the Arctick tower 
unto the Ciiere, were the fane great hbiaries in Greek, Latino, 
Hebrew, French, Italian and Spanish, respectively distributed 
in their several cantons according to the diversuty of these 
languages In the midst theie was a wondeiful scaliei or 
winding staire, the entry wheieof was without the house, in a 
vault or arch six fathom broad It was made in such sym 
metric and laigenesse, that six men at aimes with their lances 
in their rests might together in a bieast ride all up to the very 
top of all the Palace Fiom the tower Anatole to the Mesera 
brine were faire spacious galleries all coloiued over and 
painted with the ancient prowesses histones and descriptions 
of the world In the midst thereof there was likewise such 
another ascent and gate as we said there was on the iiv er side 
Upon that gate was wiitten in great antick letters, that vvhich 
followeth 
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CHAPTER LIV 

The Inscnphon set upon the peat Gate of Theleme 

Here enter not vile bigots hypocrites, 

Externally de\ oted Apes, base snites 
Puft up, wry necked beasts, worse then the Huns 
Or Ostrogots, forerunners of baboons . 

Curst snakes, dissembled varlots, seemmg Sancts, 
Slipshod caffaids, beggars pietending wants 
Fat chuffcats, smell feast knocl eis doltish gulls. 
Out stroutmg cluster fists, contentious bulls, 
Fomenters of divisions and debates, 

Elsewheie, not here, make sale of youi deceits 

Your filthy trumperies 
Stuff’t with pernicious lies, 

(Not worth a bubble) 

, Would do but trouble, 

— =• Our eartlily Paradise, 

Your filthy trumperies 

Here enter not Atturneys, Banisters, 

Nor bridle champing lav Practitioners 
Clerks, Commissaries Sciibes noi Pharisees, 

Wilful disturbers of the Peoples ease** 

Judges, destioyers, with an unjust bicath, 

Of honest men like dogs e\ n unto death 
Your sal an e is at the gibet foot 
Go drink there for we do not here fly out 
On those excessive courses, which may draw 
A waiting on your courts by suits in law 

Law suits, debates and vranglmg 
Hence are exil d, and jangling 
Heie we are very 
Frolic and merry 
And free fiom all intangling. 

Law suits, debates and wrangling 
IS4 
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Here entci not base pinching Usuiers, 

PcJf lickers, everlasting gatheiers 
Gold giaspers, come gnpeis gulpeis of mists 
Niggish defoimed sots who, though your chests 
Vast sunimes of money should to you affoard, 

Would ne’erthelesse adde more unto that hoard 
And yet not be content, you cluntchfist dastards 
Insatiable fiends and Plutoes bastards 
Gieedie devouiers, ghichie sneakbill logues. 

Hell mastiffs gnaw your bones, you lav’nous dogs 

. You beastly lookmg fellowes. 

Reason doth plainly tell us. 

That we should not 
lo you allot * 

Roomehere butattheGallowes, 

You beastly looking fellowes * 

Here enter not fond makers of clemmies 
In love adventuies, peevish, jealous curies, 

Sad pensive dotards, raiscis o^ garboyles, 

Hags goblins ghosts, firebiands of houshold bro} Is 
Nor dmnkards liars, coivards, cheateis, cloivns, 
Thceves, cannibals, feces o’lecast with frownSr* 

Nor lazie slugs, envious covetous 

Nor blockish, cruel nor too credulous 

Heie mangle, pockie folks shall have no place, 

No ugly lusks, nor persons of di'.giace 

Grace, ‘honour, praise delight, 

Ileie sojouin day and night 
Sound bodies lin’d 
With a good minde, 

Do here pm sue with might 
Grace, honour, praise, delight 

Here enter you and weleom from oui hearts, 

All noble sparks, endow’d with gallant parts 
Hus IS the glorious place, which bravely shall 
Afford wheiewith to entertain you all 
Were you a thousand, here you shall not want 
For any thmg , for what you ’1 ask we ’1 grant 
iS6 
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St'iy hete j ou lively, jovit.!, handsom, busk, 

Gay wittj fiohck, cheaiful, merry frisk. 

Spruce jocund courteous furthercis of tiades. 

And in a word all woithy gentile blades 


Blades of heioick breasts 
Shall taste here of the feasts, 
Both privily 
A.nd civilly 

Of the celestial guests, 
Blades of heioick bi casts 


Here enter you pure honest, faithful, time 
Expounders of the Sciiptuies old ind new 
'Whose glosses do not blind oui reason but 
]\Iake it to see the clearer, and who shut 
Its passages fiom hatred, avarice, 

Piide, factious cov’nants and ill sort of vice 
Come, settle here a charitable faith 
Which neighbourly affection nouiisheth 
And whose light chasi?th all corrupters hence 
Of the blist 'Word, from the afoiesaid sense 


The Holy Sacred Word 
May it alwajes afford 
r’ us all in common 
Both man and \\ onian 
A spTitual shield and swoid, 
The holy sacied W ord 


Here enter you all Ladies of high biith, 
Delicious stately, charming lull of mirth. 
Ingenious, lovely miniard proper faire, 
Magnctick graceful, splendid pleasant, rare. 
Obliging spiightly veituous, young solacious, 
Kinde, neat, quick, ^eat, bright, compt, ripe, 
choice, dear precious 
Alluring courtly, comel> fine, compleat. 
Wise, peisonable, lavishing and sweet 
Come joyes enjoy the Lord celestial 
Hath giv’n enough, wherewith to please us all 
1S7 
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Cold f»ive IIS God loigive us 
And flora all woes relieve us 
1 1nt we the treasure 
]\Ia> reap of pleasure 
And shun what e’lc is gne%ous, 
GoldGiirCUs God forgive us 



CHAPTER LV 

What manner of Dwelling the Thelemites had 

In the middle of the lower Court tlieie was a stately fountain 
of faire Alabaster, upon the top thereof stood the thiee Graces, 
with their cornucopias, or homes of abundance, did lerfc 
out the watei at their breasts, mouth, eares, eyes and other 
open passages of the bodi , the inside of the buildings in tins 
lowei Court stood upon great pillars of Cassjdonie stone, and 
Poiphyiie maible made aich wayes after a goodly antick 
fashion Ilithin those weie spacious galleries, long and large, 
adoined with cuiiaus pietuies the homes of Bucks and Lmi 
comes \Mth Rhinoceioses w iter horses called Ilippopotames, 
the teeth and tusl s of Elephints and other things well worth 
the beholding Ihe lodging of the Ladies (for so we may call 
tliose gallant women) took up all from the tower Arctick unto 
the gate Mesembiine the men possessed the rest, before the 
said lodging of the Ladies, tint they might have their recreation 
between the two first towers On the out side, weie placed 
the tilt yard, the barriers or lists for turnements, the hippo 
drome or riding Court, the theater or puhlike plav house and 
Natatoiie or place to swirn rn with most admirable bathes in 
tliree stages situated above one another, well furnished with all 
necessary accommodation, and store of myrtle w ater Bv the 
river side was the faue gardea of pleasure and in the midst 
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of that the gloiious labyiinth Between the two other towers 
were the Courts for the tennis and the baloon Towards the 
tower Criere stood the Orchaid full of all fruit trees, set and 
ranged m a qumcuncial order At the end of that was the 
great Park, abounding with all soit of Venison Betwixt the 
thii d couple of towers weie the buts and maiks for shooting with 
a snap work gun, an ordmaiy bowe for common archerj’’, oi 
with a Crosse bowe The office houses weie without the tower 
Ilespeiie of one story high The stables were beyond the 
offices and before them stood the falconrie managed by 
ostiidge keepers and Falconers, very expeit in the ait, and it 
-v as yearly supplied and furnished by the Canadians„Venetians 
Sarmates (now called Moscoviteis) with ijl soits of most 
excellent hawks, eagles, gerfalcons, gosehawl es, sacies lanners 
falcons, sparhawks, Marlifls, and other kindes of them so gentle 
and perfectly w ell manned, that flying of themselves sometimes 
from the Castle fbr then own disport, they would not faile 
to catch whatever they encountred The Venetie wheie the 
Beagles and Hounds were kept, was a little faither off drawing 
towards the Park 

All the halls chambers and closets oi cabinets, were richly 
hung with tapestne, and hangings of diveis sorts, according 
to the vaiiety of the seasons of the year All the pavements 
and floofs were covered with green cloth the beds weie all 
embioidered m every back chamber or withdraviing room 
thcie was a looking glasse of pure crystal set m a frame of fine 
gold garnished all about with pearles and was of such gieat 
nesse that it would repiesent to the lull the whole lineaments 
and proportion of the person that stood before it At the 
going out of the halls, which belong to the Ladies lodgings 
weie the perfumers and tiimmers through whose ^ands the 
gallants past when they were to visit the Ladies those sweet 
Artificeis did every morning furnish the Ladies chambers with 
the spuit of loses, orange flower water and Angelica and 
to each of them gave a little piecious casl et vapouring forth 
the most odorifcious exhalations of the choicest aromatical 
scuts 
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CHAPTER LAI 

Uow the Men and Women oj ine Religious Order of 
Jhdcme naeie apparelle({ 

The Liclies at the foundation of this order, weie apparelled 
after their ow n pleasuie and liking but since that of their own 
iccoid and fiee will they have reformed themselves, their 
accoutrement is jn manner as folloiveth They wore stockms 
of scarlet crimson, or ingiaincd pm pie die, which reached just 
three inches above the knee, havifig a list beautified with 
exquisite embroideries, and lare incisions of the Cutter s art 
Their gaiters weie of the colour of their bracelets, and circled 
the knee a little both over and under Their shoes pumps and 
slippers were either of led violet, or ciimson velvet, pinked 
and jagged like Lobster wadies 

Next to their smock they put on the pretty kirtle or vasquin 
of puie silk chamlet above that* went the taffatie or table 
vardmgalc of white, red, tawnie gray, or of any other colour , 
Above this taffatie petticoat they had another of clotlr of tissue 
or brocado, embioidered with fine gold, and interlaced with 
needle work, or as they thought good, and according to the 
tempeiature and disposition of the weather had their upper 
coats of srttin damask or velvet and those either orange 
tawnie, green, ash colouied bleu, yelow, bright, red, crimson 
or nhite and so forth , or had them of cloth of gold, cloth of 
silver, oi some other choise stuffe inriched with purple, or 
embroideied according to the dignity of the festival dayes and 
times wheicin they woie them 

Their gonnes being still coirespondent to the season, nere 
eithei of cloth of gold fiizled with a silver raised work of red 
sattm, covered with gold purle of table, or taffatie, white, 
blew, black, tawnie, etc of silk serge, silk chamlot, velvet 
cloth of silver, silver tissue cloth of gold, gold wire, figured 
vchet, or figured sattin tinselled and oveicast with golden 
threads, m divers vaiiously puifled draughts 

In the summei some dajes m stead of gowms they wore light 
handsome mantles, made either of the stuffe of the aforesaid 
attiie, or like Moresco rugs, '»f violet, velvet fnzled, with a 
* i6o 
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raised wozk of gold upon Silver purle or with a knotted cord 
woik of gold embroideiie, every wheie garnished with little 
Indian peailes They ahvayes earned a fairc Pannache, or 
plume of feathers of the colour of their muffe, bravely adorned 
and tricked out with glistening spangles of gold In the 
winter time, they had their taffatie gownes of all colours as 
above named and those lined with the rich funings of hinde 
wolves oi speckled lin\es black spotted weesils, martlet skins 
of Calabiia, sables* and other costly furies of an inestimable 
value Their beads, rings biacelets, collars, caieanets and 
neck chaines were all of precious stones, such as carbuncles, 
lubies baltus, diamonds saphiis emeralds, tuikois^s, garnets, 
agltes, berilles and excellent margarits Their head dressing 
also varied with the season of the yeare, accoiding to which 
they decked themseH es * In winter it w as of the I rench fashion 
in the spring of the Spanish , m summer of the fashion of 
Tuscanie, except bnly upon the holy dayes and Sundayes, at 
which times they were accoutred m the French mode, because 
they accounted it more honourable, and better befitting the 
garb of a m itronal pudicitv 

The men were appaielled after their fashion their stockins 
were of taraine or of clotfi serge of white, black scarlet, or 
some other ingrained colour their bieeches were of velvet 
of the same colour with their stockins, or very near, embroidered 
and cut according to their fancy, their doublet was of cloth 
of gold, of cloth of silver, of velvet, sattin, damask taffaties etc , 
of the same colouis cut embioidered, and suitably trimmed up 
in peifection the points weie of silk of the same colours, the 
tags were of gold well enameled their coats and jeikms were 
of cloth of gold, cloth of silver, gold tissue or velvet embioi 
dered, as they thought fit their gownes were eve^ whit as 
costly as those of the Ladies their girdles were of silk of the 
colour of their doublets , every one had a gallant sword by his 
side, the hilt and handle wheieof weie gilt, and tlie scabbard 
of velvet, of the colour of his bieeches, with a chape of gold, and 
pure Goldsmiths work the dagger was of the same their 
caps or bonnets were of black velvet, adorned with jewels and 
buttons of gold upon ‘that they wore a white plume, most 
piettily and minion like, parted by so many lowes of gold 
spangles at the end whereof hung dangling in a more sparWmg 
resplendencie faire lubies, emeralds, diamonds, etc , but there 
was such a sympathy betwixt the g^lants and the Ladies, that 
every day they were apparelled m the same livery and that 
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they might not misse theie were cert'iin Gentlemen appointed 
to tell the youths eveiy morning what vestments the ladies 
would on that day weare for all nas done according to the 
pleasure of the Ladies In these so handsome clothes and 
abiliaments so rich think not that either one err othei of either 
sex did waste any time at all for the Masters of the v ardrobes 
had all then raiments and apparel so leady for every moining, 
and the chambei Ladies so well skilled, that m a trice the}^ 
would be dressed and conapleatly in their clothes fiom head 
to foot And to have those accoutrements with the moie con 
■v eniency there v as about the wood of Theleine a row of houses 
of the extent of half a league very neat and cleanly wherein 
dwelt the Goldsjniths, Lapidaries, Jewelleis Embroiderers 
Tailors, Gold drawers Velvet weavers Tapestiie makers and 
Upholsterers, who wiought there evciy one in his own tiade 
and all for the aforesaid jollie Friars and Nuns of the new stamp 
they were fui nished with matter and stuffe from the hands of 
the Lord Nausiclete, who every year bi ought them seven ships 
from the Peilas and Cannibal islands laden with ingots of gold, 
with raw silk, with peailes and precious stones And if any 
margaiites (called unions), began to glow old and lose some 
what of then natural whitenesse find lustie, those with their 
Art they did renew, bv tendeimg them to eat to some pretty 
cocks as they use to give casting into haukes 



CHAPTER LVIl 

Row the Thelemiies were governed and of their Manner of living 
Alt their life was spent not in lawes statutes or rules but 
accoidmg to their own free wdl and pleasure They rose out 
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of their beds, -Hhen thev thouglit good they did eat, dimk, 
labour, sleep, •when they had a minde to it, and -were disposed 
for it None did awake them, none did offer to constrain them 
to eat, dunk, nor to do any thing for so had Gaigantua 
established it In all their rule, and strictest tie of their oidei, 
there •was but this one clause to be observed. 


DO WHAT THqU WILT 

Because men that are free, well borne well bred and con 
versant m honest companies, have natuially an instinct and 
spurie that prompteth them unto vertuous actions and with 
draws them fiom vice which is called honour Those same 
men, ivhen by base subje'htion and constraint they are brought 
under and kept down, turn aside from that noble disposition 
by which they foriherly weie inclined to vertue to shal e off and 
bleak that bond of servitude, wherein they are so tyrannously 
mslaved , for it is agreeable with the nature of man to long 
aftei things forbidden, and to desire what is denied us 

By this liberty they entered into a very laudable emulation, 
to do all of them what thdy saw did please one if any of the 
gallants or Ladies should say. Let us drink, they would all 
drink il any one of them said, Let us play, they all played 
if one said. Let us go a walking into the fields they went all 
if it were to go a hawking or a hunting the Ladies mounted 
upon dainty well paced nags, seated m a stately palfrey saddle 
carried on their lovely fists, miniardly begloved every one of 
them, either a sparhawk, or a Laneiet or a Marlin, and the 
young gallants earned the other kinds ofeHawkes so nobly 
were they taught, that there was neither he nor she amongst 
them, but could read, write sing, play upon several musical 
instiuments speak five or sixe several languages, and compose 
in them all very quaintly, both m Veise and Piose never were 
seen so valiant Knights, so noble and worthy, so dextrous and 
skilful both on foot and a horseback more busk and lively, 
moie nimble and quick, or better handling all manner of 
weapons then were there Never -sveie scene Ladies so proper 
and handsome so miniard and damt}’^, lesse froward, or more 
leady with their hand, and with their needle, in e\erv honest 
and free action belonging to that sexe, then were there for 
this reason, when the time came that any man of the said 
Abbey, either at the request of-his parents, or for some other 
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cause had a nunde to go out of it, he carried along with him 
one of the Ladies namely her whom he had before that chosen 
for his Mistris and were married together and if they had 
formerly in Theleme lived in good devotion and amitj, they 
did continue therein and inciease it to a greater height in their 
state of matrimony and did entertaine that mutual love tdl 
the \ ery last day of then life, in no lesse vigour and fervency, 
then at the very day of their wedding Here must not I forget 
to set down unto you a riddle, which was found under the 
ground, as they were laying the foundation of the Abbey, 
ingraven in a copper plate, and it was thus as followeth 


CHAPTER LVIII 
A Propheiicall Riddle 

Poor mortals, uho wait for a h^py day. 

Cheer up your hearts, and hear what I shall say 
If it be law tul firmly to beleeve, , 

That the celestial bodies can us give 
Wisdom to judge of things that are not yet 
Or if from Heav n such wisdom we may get, 

As may with confidence make us discourse 
Of years to come, their destinie and course 
I to my hearers give to understand. 

That tins next Winter, though it be at hand. 

Yea end before, there shall appear a race 
Of men who loth to sit still in one place 
Shall boldly go befoie all peoples eyes. 

Suborning men of di\ ers qualities 
To draw them unto covenants and sides. 

In such a manner, that whate re betides, 

They ’1 move you, if you give them eare (no doubt) 
With both your fiiends and kindled to fall out 
They ’1 make a vassal to gam stand his lord, 

And children their own Paients, in a W ord, 

All reverence shall then be banished 
No true respect to other shall be had 
They ’I say that every man should have his turn, 
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Both in Ins going foitli, and his return , 

And heieupon there shall arise such woes, 

Such jariings and confused toos and froes, 

That ncvei were in Instorj such coyles 
Set down as yet such tumults and gaiboyles 
Ihen shall you many gallant men see by 
Valoui still d up, and youthful fervcncie, 

Who tiusting too much in their hopeful time. 

Live but a while, and peiish m then piiine 
Neither shall any nho this course shall lun, 

Leave off the i ace which he hath once begun, 

Till they the heayens with noise by then contention 
Have fill d and with then steps the eaith’s dimensio t 
Then those shall have no lesse aiithoiity 
That h IV e no faith, then those that w^ll not he , 

Foi all shall be gov erned by a lude 
Ba^e, ignoiant, and foolish multitude , 

The veriest lowt of all shall be their Judge, 

O horiible and dangeious deluge ! 

Deluge I call it and that for good reason 
For this shall be omitted m no season 
Noi shall the eaith of this foule stirse be free, 

Till suddenly j ou m great stoie shall see 
The waters issue out with those sti earns the 
Most model ate of all shall moist’ned be, 

And justly too , because they did not spare 
The flocks of beasts that innocentest aie 
But did their sinews, and then bowels tal e, 

Not to the gods a s ici ifice to make 
But usually to serve themselves for sport 
And noiv considei 1 do v ou exhort. 

In such commotions so continual 

tVhat lest can take the globe teriestiial f 

Most happj th^n aie they, that can it hold. 

And use it carefully as precious gold 
By keeping it in Goole whence it shall have 
No help but him who being to it gave 
And to increase his mournful accident? 

The Sunne, before it set in th’ Occident , 

Shall cease to dart upon it any light, 

More then in an eclipse, or m the night 
So that at once its favour shall be gone. 

And liberty with it be left alone 
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And yet, before it come to rume thus 

Its quaking shall be as impetuous 

As Atna s was when Titan s sons lay under. 

And yeeld when lost a fearful sound like thunder 
Inarime did not more quickly move, 

When Typheus did the a ast huge hills remove. 

And for despite into the sea them thiew 
Thus shall it then be lost by wayes not few 
And changed suddenly, when those that have it 
To othei men that after come slfall leave it 
Then shall it be high time to cease from this 
So long CO great, so tedious e'^ercise , 

For the great waters told you now by me ’ 

Will make each think where his retreat shall be , 

And yet before that tiiey be clean disperst 
You may behold in th’ aire where nought was eist 
The burning Ijeat of a great flame to rise, 

Lick up the water and the entei prise 
It resteth after those things to declare. 

That those shall sit content, who chosen are. 

With all good things, and with celestial man. 

And richly lecompensvl every man 
The othei s at the last all strip’t shall be, 

Thai aftei this gieat work all men may see 
How each shall have his due this is then lot , 

0 he IS woi thy praise that shrinketh not 

No sooner was this senigmatical monument read over, but 
Gai gantua fetching a very deep sigh, said unto those that stood 
by It IS not now only (I peiceive) that People called to the 
faith of the Gospel, and convinced with thi certainty of Evan 
gelical truths, are persecuted but happy is that man that 
shall not be scandalized, but shall alwayes continue to the end, 
m inning at that mark, which God by his dear Son hath set 
before us, without being distracted or diverted by his carnal 
affections and depraved nature 

The Monk then said. What do you think m your conscience 
is meant and signified by»this iiddle ? W'hat ? (said Gargantua) 
the progresse and carrying on of the divine truth Bv St 
Godeian (said the monk) that is not my exposition , it is the 
stile of the Prophet Merlin make upon it as many grave 
allegories and glosses as you will, and dote upon it you and the 
lest of the woild as long as youjilease for my part, I can con 
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ceive no other meaning m it, but a description of a set at tennis 
in dark and obscure termes The suborners of men are the 
Makers of matches, which are commonly friends After the 
two chases aie made he that was in the upper end of the tennis 
court goeth out, and the other cometh m Tljey beleeve the 
fust that saith the ball was over or under the line The waters 
are the heats that the players take till they sweat again The 
cords of the rickets are made of the guts of sheep or goats 
The Globe terrestiial is the tennis ball After playing, when 
the game is done, they refresh themselves before a clear fire 
and change their shirts and very willingly they make all good 
cheer, but most meriily those that have gained And so, 
farewel 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF THE WORKS OF ^ ^ MR 
FRANCIS RABELAIS ^ ^ DOCTOR IN PHY 
SICK ^ TREATING OF THE HEROICK DEEDS, 
AND ^ ^ SAYINGS OF THE GOOD ^ ^ PANTA 
GRUEL ^ ^ WRITTEN ORIGINALLY IN THE <:> o- 
FRENCH TONGUE ^ ^ AND NOW FAITHFULLY 
TRANSLATED INTO ^ ^ ENGLISH 


FOR THE READER 

The Reader here mav be pleaded to take notice, that the Copy of Verses 
by the title of Rablophila premised to the first book of this Translation, 
being but a kmde of mock Poem, in imitation of somewhat lately published, 
(as to any indifferent Observer will easily appear by the false quantities 
in the Latine, the abusive strain of the English, and extravagant sub 
scription to both ) and as such, by a friend of the translators at the desire 
of some frolick Gentlemen of his acquaintance (more for a trial of skill, 
then prejudicacie to any,) composed in his jollity to please their fancies, 
was only ordained to be prefixed*o a dozen of books and no more, thereby 
to sav e the labour of transcribing so many, as were requisite foi satisfying 
the curiosity of a company of just that number , and that therefore the 
charging of the whole Impression with it is meeily to be imputed to the 
negligence of the Presse men, who receiving it about the latter end of the 
night, were so eager before the next morning to afford compleat books, 
that as they began, they went on, without animadverting what was re 
commended to their discretion , This is hoped will suffice to assure the 
ingenuous Reader, that in no treatise of the Translators, (whether Original 
"or Translatitious) shall willingly be offered the meanest rub to the reputa 
tion of any worthy Gentleman, and that however Providence dispose of 
him, no misfortune shall be able to induce his minde to any colnplacency 
in the disparagement of another 

Again 

The Pentateuch of Rabelais, mentioned m the title page of the firet 
book of this Translation, being written Originally in the French Tongue, 
(as it comprehendeth some of its bruskest dialects,) with so much in 
geniositie, and wit, that more impressions have been sold thereof in that 
language, then of any other book, that hath been set forth at any time 
within these fifteen hundred yeares so difficult neverthelesse to be turned 
into any other speech, that many prime spirits in most of the Nations of 
Europe, since the yeare 1573 (which was fourescore yeares ago) after 
having attempted it, were constrained with no small regret to give it over, 
as a thing impossible to bo done, i» now in its Translation thus farre 
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advanced, and the remainder faithfully undertal en with the same hand 
to be rendered into English by a Person of quality, who (though his lands 
be sequestred his house garrisoned his other goods sold, and himself 
detained a Prisoner of wane at London for his having been at Worcester 
fight) hath, at the most earnest mtreaty of some of his especial friends, 
well acquainted with his inclination to the perforrahnee of conducible 
singularities promised, besides his version of these two already published, 
aeiy speedily to offer up unto this Isle of Britame the virginity of the 
Translation of the other three most admirable bools of the aforesaid 
Author provided that by th^ plurality of judicious and understanding 
men it be not declared he hath already proceeded too fane, or that the 
continuation of the rigour whereby he is dispossest of all his both real and 
personal estate by pressing too hard upon him be not an impediment 
thereto, and to other more eminent undertal mgs of his, as hath beenc 
oftentimes very fufly mentioned by the said Translatour, m several 
original Treatises of his own penning, latqjy by him so numerously dis 
persed, that theic is scarce any who being skilful m the English Idiome 
or curious of any new ingenious invention, hath not either read them, or 
heard of them 

MR HUGH SALEL TO RABELAIS 

If profit mix’d with pleasure may suffice, 

T’ extoll an Authors worth above the skies, 

Thou certainly for both must praised be , 

I know It , for lliy judgement hath in the 
Contexture of this book set down such high 
Contentments, mingled with uliLty, 

That (as I think) I see Democritus 
Laughing at men as things ridiculous 
Insist in thy designe for, though w c prov 0 
Ungraje on earth, thy merit is abov e 


THE AUTHOR’S PROLOGUE TO THE 
SECOND BOOK 

Most Illustrious and thrice valourous Champions Gentlemen and others, 
who willingly apply your mmdes to the entertainment of pretty conceits, 
and honest harmlesse knacks of wit You*have not long ago seen read 
and understood the great and inestimable Chronicle of the huge and 
mighty Gyant Gargantua, and like upright Faithfullists, have firmly 
beleeved all to be true that is contained in them, and hav e very often 
passed your time with them amongst Honourable Ladies and Gentle 
women, telling them fame long stones, when you were out of all other 
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talk, for which you are worthy of gret apraise and sempiternal memory 
and 1 do heartily wish that every man would lay aside his own busmesse, 
meddle no more with his Profession nor Trade, and throw all affaires con 
cerning himself behinde his back, to attend this wholly, without distracting 
or tioublmg his minde with any thing else until he have learned them 
without book , that if by chance the Art of printing should cease, or m 
case that in time to come all books should perish, every man might truly 
teach them unto his children, and deliver them o\ er to his successors and 
survivors from hand to hand, as a religious Cabal , for there is m it more 
profit then a rabble of gieat pockie Loggerheads are able to discern, wlio 
suiely understand far lesse in these little merrunents, then the fool Raclet 
did in the institutions of Tustinnn 

I have known great and mighty Lords, and of those not a fen, who, 
going a Deer hunting, or a hawking after wilde Ducks, when the dhase had 
not encountered with the blinks, that were cast in her \fay to retard her 
course or that the Hawk did but^laine and smoothly fly without moving 
her wings perceiving the prey by force of flight to have gained bounds of 
her ha^ e been much chafed and vexed, as you understand well enough , 
but the comfort unto which they had refuge, and that they might not take 
cold, was to relate the inestimable deeds of the said Gargantua There 
are others in the world, (these are no flimflam stones, nor talcs of a tub ) 
who being much troubled with the toothache, after they had spent then 
goods upon PhjsKians, without receiving at all any ease of Uicir pun, 
have found no moie ready remedy ^hen to put the said Chronieles betwixt 
two pieces of linnen cloth maoc somewhat hot, and so apply them to the 
place that snTarteth, sjnapising them with a little powder of projection, 
otherwaj es called doribus 

But what shall I say of those poor men that are plagued with the Pox 
and the Cowt ? 0 bow often ha\e we seen them, even immediately after 
they were anointed and thoroughly greased till their faces did glister hi e 
the Keyhole of a powdering tub their teeth dance like the jacks of a paire 
of little Organs or Vnginals, when they are played upon and that they 
fSkmed from their very throats hi e a boare, which tHe Mongrel Mastiffe 
hounds have di IV en in and overthrown among the foyles what did they 
then ? All their consolation was to have some page of the said jollie book 
read unto them and we have seen those who ha\ e given themselves to a 
hundred punchions of old devils, m case that they did not feele a manifest 
ease and asswagement of paine, at the hearing of the said book read, even 
when they were kept in a purgatory of toiment no more nor lesse then 
women m trav el use to finde their sorrow abated, when the life of St 
Margante is read unto them is this nothing ? finde me a book in any 
language, in any faculty or science whatsoever that hath such veitues, 
properties and prerogatn es and I will be content to pay you a quart of 
tripes No my Masters no, it is peerlesse, incomparable, and not to be 
matched , and this am I resolved for ev er to maintaine even unto the 
fire exclusive And those that will pertinaciously hold the contrary 
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opinion, let them be accounted Abusers, Predestinators, Impostors and 
Seducers of the People it is very true, that there are found m some 
gallant and stately books, worthy of high estimation, certain occult and 
hid properties, m the number of which are reckoned Whippot, Orlando 
furioso, Robert the devil, Ficrabras, William without feare, Huon of 
Bourdeaux Monteville, and Matabrune, but they are not comparable 
to that which we speak of , and the world hath well known by infallible 
experience the great emolument and utility which it hath received by this 
Gargantuine Chiomcle , for the Printers have sold more of them m two 
moneths time, then there will be bought of Bibles in nine years 

I theiefore (your humble slave) being very willing to increase your 
solace and recreation a little more, do ofier you for a Present another book 
of the same stamp, only that it is a little more reasonable and worthy of 
credit tlfen the other was , for think not (unlesse you wilfully will erre 
against jour knowledge) that I speak of it as the Jewes do of the Law 
T was not born under such a Planet, neither did it ever befall me to he, or 
affirme a thing for true that was not I speak of it like a lustie frolick 
Onocrotarie, I should say Crotenotane of th^ martynsed lovers, and 
Croquenotarie of love Quod vidimus, testamur It is of the horrible 
and dreadful feats and prowesses of Pantagruel, whose menal servant I 
have been since I was a page, till this houre that by his leave I am per 
mitted to visit my Cow countrey, and to know if any of my kmdred there 
be alive 

And therefore, to make an end of Oiis Prologue, even as I give myselfe 
to an hundred Pannier fulls of faire devils, body and soul, tripes and guts, 
in case that I lie so much as one smgle word in this whole History After 
the hi e manner, St Anthonies fire bume you , Mahoom s disease whirle 
jou , the squinance with a stitch m your side, and the Wolfe m your 
stomack trusse you, the bloody flux seize upon you, the curst sharp 
inflammations of wilde fire, as slender and thin as Cowes haire, streng 
thened with quick silver, enter into your fundament, and like those of 
Sodom and Gomorrha, may you fall into sulphur, Are and bottomlesse 
pits, m case you dd not firmly beleeve all that I shall relate unto you*n 
this prosent Chronicle 
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CHAPTER I 

Of the Original and Antiquity of the great Paniagruel 

It will not be an idle nor unprofitable thing, seeing we are 
at leasvfl-e to put you m minde of the Fountain and Original 
Source, whencfe is denved unto us the good Pantaginel , for 
I see that all good Histoiiograph»rs have thus handled their 
Chronicle not only the Arakans, Barbaiians and Latines, but 
also the gentle Greel s, who were eternal dnnkeis You must 
theicfore remark, that at the beginning of the world, (I speak 
of a long time, it is above fourty quarantaines, or fourty tunes 
fourty nights, according to the supnutation of the ancient 
Druids) a little after that Abel was killed by his brother Cam, 
the earth, imbiued with the blood of the just, was one year so 
exceeding fertil m all those fiuits which it usually produceth 
to us, and especially in Medlars, that e%er since throughout 
all ages it hath been called the year of the great medlars, for 
three of them did fill a bushel in it the Calends rveie found by 
the Giecian Almanacks there was that jeare nothing of the 
moneth of March in the time of Lent and the middle of August 
was m May m the moneth of October as I take it or at 
least SejDtember, (that I may not eire, for I will carefully take 
heed of that) was* the week so famous m the Annals, which they 
call the week of the three Thuisda-s es , for it had three of them 
by meancs of the irregular leap jeares, (called Bissextils) 
occasioned by the Sunnes having tupped and stumbled a little 
towards the left hand like a debtor afraid of Serjeants, coming 
right upon him to arrest him and the Moon varied from her 
course aboae fi\e fathom and there was manifestly seen the 
motion of trepidation in the finnament of the fixed starres, called 
Aplanes, so that the middle Pleiade, leaving her fellows, declined 
towards the Equinoctial, and the starre named Spica left the 
constellation of the thrgin to withdraw herself towards the 
balance, known by the name of Libra, which are cases very 
terrible and matters so hard and difficult, that Astrologmns 
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cannot set their teeth m them , and indeed their teeth had been 
pretty long if they could have leached thithei 

Howevei aecount you it for a tiuth, that every body then 
did most heartily eat of those medlais, foi they were faire to 
the eye and in taste delicious but e\ en as Noah, that holy 
man (to whom we are so much beholding bound and obliged, 
for that he planted to us the Vine, from whence we have that 
nectaiian dtlieious, precious, heavenly joyful and deifick 
liquour which they ball the piot or tiplage) vas deceived in the 
drinking of it, for he was ignorant of the gieat veitue and 
power thereof so likewise the men and women of that time 
did delight much in the eating of that fane gieat |iuit, but 
divers and very different accidents did ensue thereupon for 
there fell upon them all in their bodies a most terrible swelling, 
but not upon all in the sante place, for some were swollen in the 
bell j , and their belly strouted out big like a gieat tun, of whom 
it IS written, Ventrtm ommpotenfem, who weie all veiy honest 
men, and meiry blades and of this race came St Fatgulch and 
Shrove tuesday Others did swell at the shoulders, who m 
that place weie so crump and knobbie that they were theiefore 
called Slontifcrs, (which is as much to say as Hill carneis ) of 
whom you see some a et in thfe woild of diveis sexes and degtees 
of tins race came Aisop, some of whose excellent words and 
deeds yoft haie in waiting some other puffes did swell in 
length by the member which they call the Labourer of nature 
m such soit that it giew marvellous long fat, gieat, lustie, 
stirring and Ciest iisen, in the Antick fashion so that they 
made use of it as of a girdle, winding it five or six times about 
their waste but if it happened the foresaid membei to be in 
^ood case, spooimng with a full saile buot faire before the 
winde, then to have seen those strouting Champions yqu would 
ha\ e taken them for men that had their lances setled on their 
Rest, to run at the ring or tilting whintam of these beleeye 
me the race is utterly lost and quite extinct, as the women say 
for they do lament continually, that there are none extant now 
of those great, etc you loiow the lest of the song Others did 
glow in mattei of ballocks so enoimously, that thiee of them 
would well fill a sack able to contain five quarters of wheat, 
fiom them aie descended the ballocks of Lorraine, which nev cr 
dw ell in Codpieces but fall down to the bottome of the bieeches 
Others grew in the legs, and to see them, you would have said 
they had been Cianes, or the reddish long bill d stork hkt 
sciank legged sea fowles, called Flamans, or else men walking 
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upon stilts or scatchcs the little Grammar schoolboyes 
(knmv n by the name of Giimos ) called those leg grown slangams 
Jambus in allusion to the French word Jambe, which signifieth 
a leg In otheis, their nose did giow so, that it seemed to be the 
beak of a Limbeck, m e-v ery part thereof most vaiiously diapred 
with the twinkling sparkles of Crimson blisters budding forth 
and puijiled with pimples all enameled with thick set wheales 
of a sanguine coloui boidered -viith gueules, and such have j ou 
see the Chanon, or Piebend Panzoul, dnd Woodenfoot the 
Physician of Angiers oi which lace there were few that liked 
the Ptisane, but all of them were perfect lovers of the pure 
septembral juice Naso and Ovid had their extraction from 
thence, and all those of whom it is written, Ne rermmscans 
Others grew in eares, which they had so big, that out of one 
V, ould have been stuffe enough got tfi make a doublet, a paire of 
breeches and a jacket, whdest with the other they might 
have covered themselves as with a Spanish Cloak and they 
say, that m Bouibonois this race remameth yet Otheis giew 
in length of body, and of those came the Giants, and of them 
Pantagruel 

And the flist vas Chalbioth • 
who begat Saiabioth 

who begat Fanbioth • 

who begat Huitah, that was a brave eater of pottage, and 
reigned m the time of the flood 
who begat Nembroth 

who begat Atlas, that with his shoulders kept the sky from 
falling 

who begat Goliah, 

who begat Eiix, that invented the Hocus pocus playes of 
I egerdemain 
who begat Titius 
who begat Eryon 
who begat Polyphemus 
who begat Cacos 

who begat Etion, the first man that ever had the pox, for not 
drinking fiesh in Siumner as Baitachm witnesseth 
who begat Enceladus 
who begat Ceus 
who begat Tiphaius 
who begat Alieus 
who begat Othus 
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who begat Ailgeon 

who begat Biiareus that had a bundled hands 

who begat Porphjiio 

who begat Adamastor 

Mho begat Anteus 

Mho begat Agatho 

who begat Porus against Mhom tought Alexandei the gieat 
Mho begat Aranthas 

Mho begat Gabbaia *that was the firsj; inventor of the drinking 
of healths 

who begat Gob ah of Secondille 

who begat Offot, that Mas teiiibly well nosed for di;ml ing at 
the bane] head 
who begat Artachxus 
who begat Oromedon • 

who begat Gemmagog the fust in\entor of Poulan shoes, 
which are ojfcn on the foot, and tied o\ er the instep with 
a latchet 

who begat Sisyphus 

who begat the Titans of whom ITeicules was poin 
who begat Enay the most si ilful man that e\er was in mattei 
of taking the little bonnes (called Ciions) out of the 
hands 

who begat Fierabras, that was vanquished by Oliver Peer of 
I ranee, and Rom lands Camiade 
who begat Moigan the fust in the world that played at dice 
with spectacles 

who begat Fracassus, of whom kleilin Coccaius hath wiittcn, 
and of him was borne Ferragus 

who begat Hapmouchc, the first that ever ijaaented the diying 
of neats tongues in the Chimney foi befoie that 
people salted them as they do now gammons of 
bacon 

who begat Bohvorax 
Mho begat Longis 

who begat Ga^offo, whose ballocks were of poplai, and hia 
pr of the seivisc pi soib apple tree 
who begat Maschefain 
Mho begat Biuslefer 
who begat Angoulevent 
who begat Galehaut the inventor of flaggons 
Mho begat Mirelangaut 
who begat Gallaftre , 
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who begat Salourdin 

who begat Roboast 

\\ho begat Sortibrant of Conimbres 

V, ho begat Brusbant of Moramiere 

who begat Bruyer that was overcome by Og;er the Dane Peer 
of France 

who begat Mabiun 

who begat Foutasnon 

who begat Haquelebas 

who begat Vitdegrain 

who begat Grangousier 

who beg^t Gargantua 

who begat the noble Pantagruel my Master 

I know that reading this passage you will make a doubt 
within youi selves and that giounded upon \eiy good reason , 
which is this, how it is possible that this relation can be true, 
seeing at the time of the flood all the world was destroyed, 
except Noah, and seven persons moie with him m the Aik, into 
whose number Hurtah is not admitted , doubtlesse the demand 
is well made, and very apparent but the answci shall satisfie 
you or my wits is not rightly caulLed and because I was not 
at that time to tell vou any thing of my own fancie, I w ill 
bring unto you the authority of the Massoiets, gohd honest 
fellows, true ballokeeiing blades and exact Hebraical bag 
pipeis, who affirm that verily the said Huitah was not within 
the Ark of Noah (neither could he get m for he was too big) 
but he sate astiide upon it with one leg on the one side and 
another on the othei, as little children use to do upon then 
wooden horses or as the great Bull of Berne which wa« 
killed at Mailman did ride for his Hackney the great muithei mg 
piece called the Canonpeviei a pretty beast of a fame and 
pleasant amble without all question 

In that posture, he after God, saved the said Aik from 
danger for with his legs he gave it the brangle that was needful, 
and with his foot turned it whither he pleased, as a ship 
answereth her rudder Those thatjwere within sent him up 
victuals in abundance by a Chimney ‘as people very thankfully 
acknowledging the good that he did them, and sometimes 
they did talk together as Icaromenippus did to Jupiter, accord 
mg to the report of Lucian Have you undei stood all this 
well ’ drink then one good draught without water , for if you 
beleeve it not no truly do I not, quoth she 
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CHAPTER II 

0/ the Nativity of the most dread and ledouUed Pantagruel 

GAnGA^TUA 'it the age of foure bundled fourescore fouitj and 
fouic ye vies begat his sonne Pantagjuel, upon lus ■wife named 
Badebec daughtei to the king of the Amaurots m Utopia, -who 
died in childe birth, for he was so wonderfully great and lumpish 
that he could not possibly come forth into the hgjrt ot the 
world without thus suffocating lus mother Rut th it we may 
fully understand the cause and reason of the name of Pantagiuel 
which at his Baptism was given him j ou are to remark that in 
that yeare there was so great drought over all the countrej of 
Affiick, that there* past thirty and si\ moncths thiee weeks, 
foure day es, thirteen houres and a little more w ithout rainc 
but with a heat so vehement that the whole earth was paiched 
and withered by it neither was it more scorched and dried up 
with heat in the dayes of Ehah, then it w as at that tune , for 
there was not a tree to be gfeen, that had either leate or bloom 
upon it the giasse was without \cidure or greennesse, the 
livers wefe drained the fountaines dried up, the poore hshes 
abandoned and forsaken by their proper element, wandiing 
and crying upon the ground most horiiblv the buds did fall 
down from the aiie for want of moisture and dew wherewith 
to refresh them the wolves, foxes, harts wild boaies, fallow 
deer hares, coneys weesils, biocl s, badgeis and other such 
beasts were found dead in the fields with Ijreir mouths open 
m respect of men, there was the pity, you should hQ,ve seen 
them lay out their tongues like haies that have been run six 
houres many did throw themselves into the wells others 
entred within a Cowes belly to be in the shade , those Homer 
calls Ahbants all the Countrey was idle and could do no 
vertue it was a most lamentable case to have seen the labour 
of mortals in defending themselves from the vehemencie of this 
hoirifick drought for they had work enough to do to sa\ e the 
holy water m the Churches from being yiasted but there was 
such order taken by the counsel of my Lords the Cardinals, 
and of our holy Father, that none did dare to take abo\c one 
lick y et, when any one came into the Church vou should haa e 
seen above twenty poor thirsty^ fellows hang ujron him that 
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was the distributer of the water and that with a wide open 
throat gaping for some little diop, (like the rich glutton in 
Luke ) that might fall by, lest any thing should be lost O 
how happy was he in that yeare, who had a coole Cellar under 
gioiind, well plemshed wth fiesh wine ' 

Ihe Philosopher repoits in moaing the question, wherefore 
it IS that the sea water is salt ? that at the time when Phmbus 
gaie the government of his lesplendent chaiiot to his sonne 
Phaeton, the said Phaeton unskilful in the Art, and not know 
mg how to keep the ecliptick line betwixt the two tropicks of 
the latitude of the Sunnes course, strayed out of his way, and 
came so near the earth tliat he dried up all the Countreys that 
weie under it, burning a great part of the Heavens, which the 
Philosopheis call via lactea, and the Huffsnuffs St James his 
■way, although the most coped, loll?/, and high crested Poets 
affirme that to be the place where Juno’s milk fell, when she 
gave suck to Heicules 

The earth at that time 'was so excessively heated, that it fell 
into an enormous sweat, yea such a one as made it sweat out 
the sea which is therefore salt, because all sweat is salt , and 
this you cannot but confesse to be true, if you will taste of 
your own or of those that have Fie pox, when they are put 
into sweating it is all one to me Just such another case fell 
out this same yeare for on a certain Friday, when Ihe whole 
people were bent upon their devotions, and had made goodly 
Pioccssions, with store of Letanies, and faire preachmgs, and 
beseeclnngs of God Almighty, to look down with his eye of mercy 
upon their miserable and disconsolate condition, theie was 
even then visibly seen issue out of the ground great drops of 
water, such as fall,from a puff bagg’d man m a top sweat and 
the pooie Hoydons began to rejoyce, as if it had been a thing 
very piofitable unto them for some said that there was not 
one drop of moisture in the aiie, whence they might have any 
ram and that the earth did supply the default of that Other 
learned men said, tliat it was a shovvie of the Antipodes, as 
Seneca saith m his fourth book Qucestionum naiuiahum, spealc 
mg of the source and spring of Nilus but they ■w ere deceived, 
foi the Piocession being ended when every one went about 
to gather of this dew, and to drink of it with full bowles thev 
found that it was nothing but pickle, and the very brine of salt, 
more brackish m taste then the saltest water of the sea and 
because m that very day Pantngiuel was borne, his father 
gave him that name , for Pap.ia in Greek is as much to say as 
i8o 
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all and Gniel m the Hagarene language doth signifie thiisty , 
inferring hereb-v , that at Ins birth the whole woild was a dry 
and thirstie, as likewise foreseeing that he would be some day 
Suprem Lord and Sovereign of the thiistie Ethrappels, which 
was shewn to him at that very same hour by a moie evident 
signe , for when his mother Badebec was m the bringing of him 
forth and that the midwnes did wait to receive him, theie 
came first out of her belly threescoie and eight Tiegeneers 
(that IS, Salt sellers) every one of them leading in a Halter a 
mule heavy loaden with salt after whom issued forth nine 
Diomedanes, with great loads of gammons of bacon, and dried 
neats tongues on their backs then followed sev«n Camels 
loaded with links and chitteilings, Hogs puddings and salciges 
after them came out five great waines, full of leeks gaihck 
onions and chibots, drawn with five and thirty strong Cart 
horses, which was six for eveiy one, besides the Thiller At 
the sight hereof Ihe said mid wives were much amazed yet 
some of them said, Lo here is good provision, and indeed we 
need it for we drink but lazil\ as it our tongues walked on 
cmtches and not lustilj like Lansman dutches truly this is 
a good signe, there is nothing heic but what is fit for us these 
are the spurres of wine thafset it a going As they were tatliiig 
thus toggther after their own manner of chat, behold out comes 
Pantagiuel all haiie like a Beare, whereupon one of them 
inspired with a prophetical Spirit said This will be a ten ible 
fellow, he is borne with all his haire he is undoubtedly to do 
wonderful things, and, if he live, he shall ha\e age 
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CHAPTER III 

Of the Gnef wheimith Gargantua was moved at the Decease 
of hts Wife Badcbcc 

WiirN Pantagruel was borne there„was none moie astonished 
and perplexed then was his father Gargantua , for of the one 
side, seeing his wife Badebec dead, and on the other side his 
sonne Pantagiuel borne, so f lire and so great, he knew not 
what to sav nor what to do and the doubt that troubled his 
braine was to know whether he should cry for the death of his 
wife, or laugh foi the joy of his sonne he was hinc indi choaked 
with sopliistical arguments for he framed them very well in 
modo et figm a but he could not resoh e them lem uning pestered 
and entangled by this means, like a mouse cateh’t in a trap, or' 
kite snaved m a ginne Shall I weep (said he?) Yes, for 
why my so good wife i dead who was the most this the most 
that that ever was in the world never shall I see her, never 
shall I recover such another, it is unto me an mestimable 
losse ! 0 mv good God what had I done that thou shouldest 
thus punish me ? why didst thou not take me away before her ? 
seeing for me to live without hei ts but to languish Ah 
B idebec Badebec, my minion, my dear heart my sugar, my 
sweeting mv honey my little C (yet it had in circumference 
full six acres three rods, five poles, foure yards, two foot, one 
mche and a half of good woodland measure) my tender peggie, 
my Codpiece darling my bob and hit my shpshoe lovie, never 
shall I see thee 1 Ah, pppr Partagruel, thou hast lost thy good 

rR, 
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mother thy sweel nurse thy well beloved Lady • O false 
death how mjunous and despightful hast thou been to me ? 
how malicious and outiageous have I found thee ? in taking 
her fiom me, my well beloved wife, to whom immortality did 
of right belong With these woids he did ciy like a Cow but 
on a sudden fell a laughing like a Calfe when Pantagruel came 
into his mmde Ha, my little sonne, (said he) my childilolhe 
fedhfondie dandlichuckie, my ballockie my pretty rogue O 
how jollie thou art, and how much apa I bound to my gracious 
God, that hath been pleased to bestow on me a sonne, so faire, 
so spiiteful so lively, so smiling so pleasant and so gentle ! 
Ho, ho ho, ho, how glad I am ? Let us drmk, ho^^nd put 
away melancholy bring of the best rense the glasses lay 
the cloth, diive out these dogs blow this fire light candles 
shut that door there cut this biead m sippets for brewis send 
away these poore folks m givmg them what they ask, hold my 
gown, I will strip itiy self into my doublet, {dn cuerpo) to make 
the Gossips meiry, and keep them company 

As he spake this he heaid the Letanies and the mementos 
of the Priests that carried Ins wife to be buiicd, upon which he 
left the good jiurpose he was m and was suddenly lavished 
another wa\ saying Lord God must I again contiist my self ? 
this grieves me I am no longer young, I grow old the weathei 
is dangeihus I may perhaps take an ague then shall I be 
foiled, if not qmte undone by the faith of a Gentleman, it 
were better to cry lesse, and dunk moie 

My wife is dead, well by G — (da jurandi) I shall not raise 
her again by my ciying she is well, she is in Paradise at least, 
if she be no higher she piayeth to God for us, she is happy, 
she IS above the sense of our miseries, nor can our calamities 
leach her what though she be dead, must not we also die ? 
the same debt which she hath paid hangs over our heads 
nature will require it of us, and we must all of us some day taste 
of the same sauce , let hei passe then, and the Lord preserve 
the Sur\ Ivors , for I must now cast about how to get another 
wife But I will tell you ivhat jou shall do (said he) to the 
Mid wives in Fiance called wise women (where be they good 
folks ? I cannot see thedi,) go you to my wife’s mteiiement 
and I will the while roek my sonne , for I finde my self some 
what altered and distempered and should otherwayes be in 
dangei of falling sick , but drink one good di aught first you 
will be the better for it and beleeve me upon mine honour 
they at his request went to her burial and funeial obsequies 
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m the mean while, poor Gargantua staying at home and 
wiUmg to have somewhat in remembrance of her to be engraven 
upon hei tomb, made this Epitaph in the manner as followeth 

Dead is the noble Badebec, 

Who had a face like a Rebeck , 

A Spanish body, and a belly 
Of Swibserland , she’d dy d, I tell ye, 

In childe birth pray to God, that her 
He pardon wherein she did erre 
Here lies her body, which did live 
Free from all vice as I bcleeve 

And did decease at my bed side, 

The yeare and day in which she dy d< 



CHAPTER IV 
0/ the Infancie of Pantagiuel 

I FINDE by the ancient Histoiiographers and Poets, that diveis 
have been borne m this world after very strange manners 
which would be too long to repeat reade therefore the sea enth 
chapter of Pliny, if you have so much leisure yet have you 
never heard of any so wondeiful as that of Pantagruel for it 
IS a very difficult matter to beleeve how m the little time he 
was in his mothers belly he giew both m body and strength 
That which Pleicules did nas nsthing:^^ when in his Ciadle he 
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slew two serpents , for those serpents were but little and weak 
but Pantagrael, being yet in the Ciadlc did farre more admir 
able things and more to be amazed at I passe by here the 
relation of how at eveiy one of his meales he supped up the milk 
of foure thousand and six hundred Cowes and how to make 
him a skellet to bod his milk in there weie set a work all the 
Braziers of Somme in Anjou, of ViUedieu m Noimandy and of 
Bramont in Lorraine and they served m this whitepot meat 
to him in a huge great BeH, which is yet to be seen in the city of 
Bourges in Beirie, near the Palace , but his teeth were aheady 
so well grown, and so strengthened with vigour, that of the 
said BelLiie bit off a great morsel, as very plainly doth appear e 
till this home 


One day in the morning when they would have made him 
suck one of his Cows (tor he never Mhd any other Nuise as the 
History tells us) he got one of his armes loose from the swadlmg 
bands, wherewith he was kept fast m the Cradle laid hold on 
the said Cow under the left fore hamme, and giaspmg her to 
him ate up the udder and half of her paunch with the liver 
and the kidneys, and had devoured aU up, if she had not cried 
out most horribly, as if the wolves had held her by the legs 
at which noise company came in £fnd took away the said Cow 
fiom Pantagruel , yet could they not so well do it, but that the 
quai-ter whereby he caught her was left m his hand,' of which 
quarter he gulp t up the flesh in a trice, even with as much ease 
as you woirld eate a salcige and that so greedily with desire 
of more, that when they would have taken away the bone fiom 
him, he swallowed it down whole, as a Cormorant would do a 
little fish and afterwards began fumbJmgly to say. Good, 
good good, for he f ould not yet speak plaine giving them t® 
understand thereby that he had found it very good, and that 
he did lack but so much more which when they saw that 
attended him, they bound him with great cable ropes like 
those that are made at Tam, for the carnage of salt to Lyons 
or such as those are whereby the great French ship rides at 
Anchor, in the Road of Newhaven in Normandie 

But on a certain time a great Beare, which his father had 
bred got loose, came towards him began to lick his face, for 
his Nmses had not thioughly wiped his chaps, at which un 
ej^ected approach being on a sudden offended, he as lightly 
rid himself of those great cables, as Samson did of the haulser 
ropes wherewith the Philistines had tied him, and by your 
leave, takes me up my Lord thp Beare, and teares him to you m 
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pieces like a pullet which served him for a goige ful oi good 
waime bit for that meale 

Whereupon Gargantua fearing lest the childe should hurt 
himself, caused foure gieat chames of non to be made to bmde 
him and so many stiong wooden arches unto his Cradle, most 
firmely stocked and mortaised in huge frames of those chames 
you have one at Rochel which they diaw up at night betwixt 
the two great towers of the Haven Another is at Lyons A 
third at Anglers Arid the fourth wfis carried away by the 
devils to bmde Lucifer, who bioke his chames m those dayes, 
by reason of a choliek that did extraordinarily torment him, 
taken with eating a Serjeants soule fried foi his breakfast and 
therefore you may beleeve that which Nicholasi de Lyra saith 
upon that place of the Psalter, where it is written Et Og Regem 
Basan, that the said Og, bfemg yet little, was so strong and 
robustious, that they were fame to bmde him with chames of 
lion in his Cradle ttius continued Pantagiuel for a while veiy 
calme and quiet for he was not able so easily to break those 
chames, especially having no room m the Cradle to give a 
swing with his armes But see what happened once upon a 
great Hobday, that his father Gargantua made a sumptuous 
banquet to all the Princes of his Court I am apt to beleeie 
that the menial officers of the house were so imbusied on wait 
mg each oi! his proper service at the feast, that nobody took 
caie of poor Pantagruel, who was left a leculorum, behmde 
hand all alone, and as foisaken What did he ? Heaik what 
he did, good people he strove and essayed to break the chames 
of the Ciadle with his armes, but coold not, for they were too 
strong for him then did he keep with his feet such a stamping 
sture and so long that at last he beat out th« lower end of his 
Ciadle, which notwithstanding was made of a great post five 
foot in square and, as soon as he had gotten out his feet, 
he slid doivn as well as he could till he had got Ins soales to the 
ground , and then with a mighty force he rose up, carrying his 
Ciadle upon Ins back, bound to him like a Tortoise that crawles 
up against a wall , and to have seen him, you would have 
thought it had been a gieat Cariick of five hundred tunne upon 
one end In this manner fie entred into the great HaU where 
they were banquettmg, and that very boldly, which did much 
affiight the compame , yet because his armes were tied m, 
he could not reach any thing to cate, but with great pain 
stooped now and then a little, to take with the whole flat of his 
tongue some lick, good bit, or morsel 
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Winch when his father saw he knew well enough that they 
had left him without giving him any thing to eite, and theie 
fore commanded that he should be loosed from the said chains, 
by the counsel of the Princes and Lords there present besides 
that, also the Physicians of Gargantua said, that if they did 
thus keep lum m the Ciadle, he -would be all his life time subject 
to the stone When he was unchamed they made him to sit 
down where after he had fed very well, he took his Ciadle 
and bioke it mto more than five hundied thousand pieces with 
one blow of lus fist, that he struck m the midst of it, sweaimg 
that he would nevei come mto it agam 



CHAPTER V 

Of the Acts of the noble Pantagruel m hs youthful Age 


Thus giew Pantagiuel from day to day, and to every ones eye 
■waxed more and more m all his dimensions which made his 
father to xejoyce by a natural affection therefoie caused he 
to be made for him, wildest he was yet little, a pietty Cross 
bowe,. wherewith to shoot at small birds, which now they call 
the great Crossebowe at Chantelle Then he sent him to the 
school to learn, and to spend his youth in vertue m the 
prosecution of which designe he came first to Poictiers, where, 
as he studied and profited very much, he saw thit the Scholars 
were oftentimes at leisure and knew not how to bestow their 
time, which mo\ ed him to take such compassion on them that 
one day he took from a long ledge of rocks (called there Passe 
lourdin,) a huge great stone, of about twelve fathom squaie, 
and foiiiteen handfuls thick, and with great ease set it upon 
foure pilhrs m the midst of a field to no other end, but that the 
said Scholais, when they had nothing else to do, might passe 
their time m getting i^on that stone, and feast it with store of 
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gammons, pasties and flaggons, and carve their names upon it 
with a knife in token of which deed till this houre the stone is 
called the lifted stone and in remembrance hereof there is 
none entered into the Register and matncular Book of the said 
University, or accoyinted capable of taking any degiee therein 
till he have first drunk m the Caballine fountain of Cioustelles, 
passed at Passelourdin, and got up upon the lifted stone 

Afterwards reading the delectable Chtonicles of his An 
cestors, he found thai> Jafrey of Lusipian called Jafiey with 
the gicat tooth, Grandfather to the Cousin m law of the eldest 
Sister of the Aunt of the Son in law of the Uncle of the good 
daughter of his Stepmother was interred at Maillezais ^here 
fore one day he took Campos (which is a little vacation from 
study to play a while,) that he might give him a visit as unto 
an honest man and going* fiom Poictiers with some of his 
companions, they passed by the Guge, visiting the noble Abbot 
ArdiJlon then by Ltisinian, by Sansay, by Celles, by Coalonges, 
by Fontenay the Conte saluting the learned Tiraqueau, and 
from thence ai rived at Maillezais where he went to see the 
Sepulchre of the said Jafrey with the great tooth , which made 
him somewhat afraid looking upon the picture whose lively 
draughts did set him forth in the lepiesentation of a man in an 
extreme fuiy, drawing his great Malchus faulchion half way out 
of his scabbard when the reason hereof was demanded, the 
Chanons of the said place told him that theie was no other 
cause of it, but that Pictonhus atque Poetts, etc , that is to say 
that Painters and Poets have liberty to paint and devise what 
they list after their own fancie but he was not satisfied with 
their answer, and said He is not thus painted without a cause , 
and I suspect that at his death there was som^ wrong done him, 
whereof he requireth his Kinied to take revenge I will ejjquire 
fuither into it, and then do what shall be reasonable then he 
returned not to Poictieis, but would take a view of the other 
Universities of Fiance therefore going to Rochel he took 
shipping and arrived at Bourdcaux wheie he found no gieat 
exercise, only now and then he would see some Marriners and 
Lightermen a wrestling on the key or strand by the river side 
Fiom thence he came to Tbolouse, where he learned to dance 
very well, and to play with the two handed swoid, as the 
fashion of the Scholais of the said University is to bestir 
themselves in games whereof they may have their hands full 
but he stayed not long there when he saw that they did cause 
burne their legents alive like re^ herring, sajing. Now God 
1S9 
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forbid that I should die this death , for I am by nature 
sufficiently dry already, without heating my self any fuither 
He went then to Montpellier, where he met with the ^ood 
wives of Mirevaux, and good jovial company withal and 
thought to have get himself to the study of Physick but he 
considered that that calling was too troublesome and melancho 
lick and that Physicians did smell of glisters like old devils 
Ihere he resolved he would studie the lawes , but seeing that 
theie weie but three»scauld, and on^baldpated Legist in that 
place, he departed from thence, and rn his vay made the bridge 
of Card, and the Amphitheater of Neems in lesse then three 
houres, which neveithelesse seems to be a more dnawe then 
humane work After that he came to Avignon, where was not 
above three dayes before he fell in love , for the women there 
take great delight in playing at the close buttock game because 
it IS Papal ground , -tthich his Tutor and Pedagogue Epistemon 
perceiving, he drevV him out of that place and brought him to 
Valence m the Dauphinee, where he saw no great matter of 
recreation, only that the Lubbards of the Town did beat the 
Scholars, which so incensed him with anger, that when upon 
a certain veiy faire Sunday the people being at their pul die 
dancing in the streets, and One of the Scholais offeiing to put 
himself into the ring to partake of that sport, the foiesaid 
lubbaidlyTellowes would not permit lum the admittance into 
their society. He takmg the Scholars part so belaboured them 
with blowes, and laid such load upon them that he drove 
them all before him even to the bimk of the rner Rhosne, 
and would have there drowned them, but that they did squat 
to the ground and there lay close a full halfe league under the 
1 lyer The hole is to be seen thei e yet « 

After that he departed from thence and m three strides 
and one leap came to Angieis, where he found himself very well 
and would have continued there some space but that the plague 
drove them away So from thence he eame to Eourges, where 
he studied a good long time and profited very much in the 
faculty of the Lawes and would sonretimes say that the books 
of the Civil Law were like unto a wonderfully precious rov al 
and triumphant robe of cloth of gold, edged with dirt , for 
in the world are no goodlier books to be seen more ornate nor 
more eloqhent then the texts of the Pandects but the border 
mg of them, that is to say the glosse of Accursius is so scurvic 
vile, base, and unsavourie, that it is nothmg but filthmesse and 
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Going from Bourges he came to Oi leans, wheie he found 
store of swaggering Scholars that made him gieat entertain 
ment at his coming and with whom he learned to play at 
tennis so well, that he was a Mastei at that game for the 
Students of the said place make a prime ejceieise of it , and 
sometimes they carried him unto Cupids houses of commeice 
(in that city teimed Islands because of their being most ordm 
arily environed with other houses, and not contiguous to any ) 
tliLie to recreate his person at the spoit ef Poussavant, which 
the wenches of London call the Ferkers m and m As for 
biealing his head with over much study, he had an especial 
caie to do it in any case foi feare of spoiling his eyes 
which he the racier observed for that it was told him by one of 
his teachers, (there called Regents,) that tlie paine of the eyes 
v\ as the most hurtful thing of any ^o the sight foi this cause 
when he one day was made a Licentiate or Graduate m law, 
one of the Scholars of his acquaintance, who of learnmg had 
not much more then his bmthen, though in stead of that he 
could dance very well, and play at tennis, made the blason and 
device of the Licentiates m the said Univeisity, saymg, 

So you have in your liand a racket, 

A tennis ball in your Cod placket, 

A Pandect law in > our caps tippet, « 

And that you have the slull to trip it 
In a low dance, you will b allow d 
The grant of the Licentiates hood 


CHAPTER VI 

How Paniagruel met with a Ltmoimn who too affectedly 
did counterfeit the Fiench Language 

Upon a certain day, I know not whed, Pantagruel walking after 
supper with some of his fellow Students without that gate of the 
City through which we enter on the rode to Pans, encountered 
with a young spruce like Scholar that was coming upon the 
same very way and after they had saluted one another asked 
him thus , My fiiend, fiom whence comest thou now ? the 
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Scholar answered hjm From the alme, inclyte and celebrate 
Academic which is vocitated Lutetia \^hat is the meaning 
of this (said Pantagiuel) to one of his men ? It is (answeied 
he) from Pans Thou coinest from Pans then (said Panta 
gruel,) and how do you spend your time there, jou my Masters 
the Students of Pafis ? the Scholar answered. We transfretate 
the Sequan at the dilucul and ciepuscul we deambulate by 
the complies and quadnves by the Urb we despumate the 
Latial veibocmation and like vensimilane amorabons, we 
captat the benevolence of lire ompijugal, omniform, and 
omnigenal foeminme sexe upon certain diecules we invisat 
the Lupanaies and in a veneiian extase inculcate our veieties 
into the pemtissime recesses of the pudends of these ami'^ibihs 
sim meretncules then do we cauponisate in, the meiitoiy 
taberns of the pmeapple, the castle, the magdalene, and the 
mule, goodly vervecme spatules peiforaminated with petiocile , 
and if by fortune there be raiity, or penuiv of pecune in our 
marsupies and that they be exhausted of ferrugmean mettal, 
for the shot we dimit oui codices, and oppugnerat our vesti 
ments whilest we prestolate the coming of the TabelHiies 
from the Penates and patriotick Lares to which Pantagiuel 
answered, Wliat devillish language is this ? by the Lord, I 
think thou art some kind of Heretick My Loid, no, said the 
Scholar for hbentissimally as soon as it illucescelh any 
mmutule shoe of the day, I demigiate into one of these so 
well architected minsteis, and there iiroratmg my self with 
faire lustral water I mumble off little parcels of some missicL 
precation of our saciificuls and submurmuratmg my hoi arie 
precules, I elevate and absterge my amme fiom its noctuin il 
inqumations I revere the Olympicols I latrially leneie the 
suucinal Astripotent I diliije and redanie.my pioxims I 
obseive the decalogical precepts, and according to the fapulta 
tule of my vires, I do not discede fiom them one late unguicule , 
neverthelesse it is veiiforme, that because Mammona doth not 
superguigitate any thing in my locals that I am somewhat rare 
and lent to supererogate the elemosynes to those egents, tint 
hostially queritate their stipe 

Prut, tut (said Pantagiuel), what doth this foole meane to 
say ? I think he is upon the forging of some diabolical tongue 
and that inchanter like he would chaime us to whom one of 
his men said Without doubt ^Sir) this fellow would counterfeit 
the language of the Paiisians but he doth only flay the Latine 
imagining by so doing that he doth highly Pmdaiize it m most 
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eloquent termes, and strongly conceiteth himself to be theiefore 
a gieat Oratour in the French because he disdameth the 
common manner of speaking To which Pantagiuel said Is 
it true ? the Scholar answered My woishipful Lord, my gSnie 
is not apt nate to that which this flagitious Nebulon saith, to 
excoiiate the cutulc of oui vemaculai Gallick, but viceversally 
I gnave opere and by vele and lamcs enite to locupletate it 
with the Latimeome redundance By G — (said Pantagiuel), I 
will teach you to spe/ik but fust come hither, and tell me 
whence thou art To this the Scholaf answered. The primeval 
origin of m> aves and ataves was indigenaiie of the Lemovick 
regions, wheie lequiesceth the coipor of the hagiot^t St 
Maitial I undeistand thee very well (said Pantagiuel; when 
all comes to all, thou ait a Limousin, and thJu wilt here by 
thy affected speech counterfeit the Parisiens well now, come 
hither, I must shew thee a new trick and handsomely give thee 
the combfeat with, this he took him by the throat saying to 
him. Thou flayest the Latine , by St John I will make thee 
flay the foxe foi I will now flay thee alive then began the poor 
Limousin to ciy , Haw gwid Maastq; haw, Laoid, my halp 
and St Marshaw, haw, I m woiried Haw my thiopple the 
bean of my cragg is brack ! Haw foi gauads seek laivt my 
lean Mawster waw waw waw Now (said Pantagiuel) thou 
speakest natuially, and so let him go, for the poor Limousin 
had totally berayed, and througlily conshit his breeches, vhich 
were not deep and large enough, but round streat caniond giegs, 
havmg in the seat a piece like a keelmgs taile and theiefoie in 
Fiench called de chausses a queue de merlus Then (said 
Pantagruel) St Alqiantin, what civette ’ fi to the devil with 
this Turnepeater, as he stinks, and so let him go but this hug 
of 'Pantagiuels with such a terrour to him al? the dayes of his 
life and took such deep impression in his fancie, that very bften, 
distracted with sudden affiightments, he would startle and say 
that Pantagrael held lum by the neck , besides that it procured 
him a continual drought and desire to drink, so that after some 
few years he died of the death Roland, in plain English called 
thirst, a work of divine vengeance, shewing us that which saith 
the Philosopher and Aulus Gellius, that it becometh us to 
speak according to the common language and that we should, 
(as said Octavian Augustus) strive to shun all strange and un 
known termes with as much heedfulnesse and circumspection, 
as Pilots of ships use to avoid the rocks and b,.nks m the sea 
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CHAPTER VII 

How Pantag) uel came to Pa) is, and of the chotse 
Books of the Library of St Vic or 

After that Pantagmel had studied very well at Orleans, he 
lesolved to see the great University at Pans , but before his 
departure, he was iiuormed, that there was a hug^ big bell at 
St Anian in the said town of Orleans, under the ground which 
had been there above two hundred and fourteen years , for 
it was so great that they could not by any device get it so much 
as above the ground, although they used all the meanes that are 
found in Vitruvius de Aichitectura Albeitus de re cedificatona, 
Euclid Theon Aichimedes and Hero de ingeims for all that 
was to no purpose wherefore condescending heartily to •the 
hiimljle request of the Citizens and Inhabitants of the said 
Town, he determined to remove it to the tower that was erected 
for it with that he came to the place where it was, and lifted 
it out of the ground with his little finger, as easily as you would 
have done a Hawks bell, or Bell iveatheis tingle tangle , but 
before he would cany it to the foiesaid tower or steeple, 
appointed for it, he would needs make some Musick with it 
about the Town, and ring it alongst all the streets, as he carried 
it in his hand wheiewith all the people weie very glad , but 
there happened one great inconveniency, for with carrying it so, 
and ringing it about the streets all the good Orleans wme turned 
instantly, naxed flat, and was spoiled, which no body there 
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did peiceive till the ftight fclloii mg foi every man found him 
self so altered, and a dry with dunking these flat wines, that 
they did nothing but spit, and that as white as Maltha cotton, 
saying We have of the Pantagruel and our very thioats aie 
salted This done, he came to Pans with his retinue, and at 
his entry eveiy one came out to see him (as you Ivuow well 
enough that the people of Pans is sottish by nature, by B 
flat and B shaip ) and beheld him with gieat astonishment, 
mixed with no less feaxe that he would cany auay the Palace 
into some other countiey o lemotis, Snd fane from them, as 
his father foimeily had done the great peal of Bells at our 
Ladies Church, to tie about his Mare’s neck Now «fter 
he had stayed there a pietty space, and studied very well in 
all the seven liberal Arts he saicl it was a good towne to In e in, 
but not to die for that the grave digging rogues of St 
Innocent used m frostie nights to waime their bums with dead 
mens bones In his abode there he found the Library of St 
Victor, a very stately and magnifick one especially in some 
books whicli wcie theie, of which followeth the Repertory and 
Catalogue, Et pi imo, 

The for Godsake of Salvation 
The Codpiece of the Law 
The Slipshoe of the Deci eta's 
The Pomegianate of ^ ice 
The Clew bottom of Theologie 

The Duster or Foxtail flap of Pieachers, composed by 
Turlupm 

The Chuinmg Ballock of the Valiant 
.The Henbane of the Bishops ^ 

Marmotietus de baboonis et apis, cum Commento Doibellis 
Decretum Universitatis Pansiensis supei goigiasitate mulier 
cularum ad placitum 

The Apparition of Sancte Geltiud to a nun of Poissie, being 
m travel, at the bunging forth of a childe 
Ars hon st^ fartandi in societate, per Maicum Coivuium 
The Mustaid pot of Penance 
The Gamashes, ah&,s the*Boots of Patience 
Formicarium artiura 

De brodiomm usu, et honestate quartandi per Sylvestrem 
prioratem Jacobinum 
The coosened or gulled in Court 
The Fiaile of the Scii\ eneis 
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The Mainage packet 

The ciuizie or ciucible of Contemplation 

The Flimflams of the Law 

The PiicLle of Wine 

The Spuiie of Cheese 

Ruboffatoijum seholaiium 

Tartaietus de modo cacandi 

The Biaiades of Rome 

Biicot de diflerentiis Browsaium 

The tail piece cushion' oi close bieech of Discipline 

The cobled Shoe of Humility 

The Tievet of good thoughts 

The Kettle of Magnanimity 

The cavilling mtanglements of Confessois 

The Snatchfare of the Curats 

Reverendi patris fratiis Lubmi provmcialis Bavardias, de 
gulpendis laidslicionibus libn tres 
Pasquilli doctons marmorei, de capieolis cum artichoketa 
comedendis, tempoie Papali ab Ecclesia inteidicto 
The Invention of the Holy Crosse, personated by six wilie 
Priests 

The Spectacles of Pilgrims bound for Rome 
Ma]oris de modo faciendi puddinos 
The Bagpipe of the Prelates 
Beda de optimitate tiiparum 

The Complaint of the Barresters upon the reformation of 
Confites 

The Fuired Cat of the SoUicitors and Atturneys 
Of Pease and Bacon, cum, Commento 
The Small Val^s or Drinking Money of the Indulgences „ 
Prseelarissimi juris utrmsque Doctons Maistre pilloti etc , 
Scrapfarthingi de botchandis gloss Accursianje Triflis 
repetitio enucidiluculissima 
Stratagemata Francharchseri de Baniolet 
Carlbumpkinus de re militari cum figuns Tevoti 
De usu et utilitate flayandi equos et equas, authore Magistro 
nostro de quebecu 
The sawcinesse of Countrey Stuafts 
M N Rostocostojam Bedanesse de mustarda post prandium 
servieiida, libri quatuordecim, apostillati per M Vaunl 
lonis 

The covillage or wench tribute of Promooters 
Quffistio subtihssiina, utium ClumBeia m vacuo bombinans 
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posset comedeie secundas intentioncs et fiut deb'vtuta 
per decern hebdomadas m Consilio Constantiensi 
The bridle champer of the Advocates 
Smutchudl imenta Scoti » 

The rasping and haid scraping of the Cardinals 
De calcniibus removendis, Decades undecim, per M 
Albeiicum de rosata 

Eiusdein de castramentandis criminibus Iibri tres 
The entrance of Antonie de leve into the teiritories of Brasil 
Marforii bacalaiif, cubantis Romoe de peelandis aut un 
skinnandis bluirandisque Caidinalium niuhs 
Tlie said Authors Apologie against those who alledge that 
the Popes mule doth eat but at set times 
Piognosticatio qu-e incipit Silvii Triquebdle, balata per 
M N the deep dreaming gull Sion 
Boudanni Episcopi de emulgentiaium profectibus Alneades 
novem cum prmlegio PapaJi ad tiiennium et postea non 
The shitabranna of the maids 
The bald aise or peeld breech of the widows 
The cowle or capouch of the IMoiiks 
The Mumbling Devotion of the Coelestine Fryars 
The passage toll of beggarlinesse 
The teeth chatter or gum didder of lubberly lusks 
The paiing shovel of the Theologues 
The drench home of the Masteis of Arts 
The scullions of Olcam the uninitiated Clerk 
Magistri N Lickdishetis de garbellisiftationibus hoi arum 
canonicarum libri quadriginta 
Amiversitatoimra confiatriamm, mcerto authore 
The gulsgoatome or rasher of coimorants and ravenous 
feeders * 

The Ramraisimesse of the Spaniards supergivuregondigaded 
by iVyar Imgo 

The muttring of pitiful wi etches 

Dastardismus rei um Italicanim authoie Magistro Burnegad 
R Lullius de Batisfolagiis Pnncipum 
Cahbistratorium caffardise, authoie M Jacobo Hocstraten 
heieticometra 

Codtickler de Magistro nostrandorum Magistro nostratorum 
quc beuvetis, libri octo galantissirai 
The Crackarades of balists or stone throwing Engines 
contrepate Clerks, Scriveners, Brief writers Rapporters, 
and Papal Bull dispatchers lately compiled by Regis 
too* • 
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A perpetual Almanack for those that 1 ave the gowt and 
the pox 

JManera sweepandi fomaccllos per Mag Eccium 
Tiie shable oi cimeteire of Merchants 
The pleasures of the Monachal life 
The hotchpot of Hypocrites 
The history of the Hobgoblins 

The ragamuffianisme of the pensionary manned souldiers 
The gulling fibs and counterfeit shewed of Commissaries 
The litter of Treasurers 
The juglingatoiium of Sophisters 

An^ipencatametanaparbeugedamphicribationes tool di 
cantium 

The periwmlde of ballad makers 
The push forward of the Alehimists 

The niddie noddie of the sachel loaded seekers, by Friai 
Bindfastatis 

The shackles of Religion 

The racket of swag waggers 

The leaning stock of old age 

The muzzle of Nobility 

The Apes pater noster 

The Crickets and Hawks bells of Devotion 

The pot of the Ember weeks 

The mortar of the politick life 

The flap of the Hermites 

The riding hood or Monteig of the Penitentiaries 

The trictrac of the knocking Friars 

Blocldreadodus de anta and honestate bragadochioitim 

Ljnrppii Sorbomei morahsationes per M Lupoldum 

The Carrier horse bells of Traaellers 

The bibbings of the tiphng Bishops 

DolloporeJiones Doctoium Coloniensium adversus Reuclm 

The Cymbals of Ladies 

The Dungeis maidingale 

Whiilingfriskorum Chasemaikerorum per fratrem Crack 
woodloguetis 

The clouted patches of a stout heart 
The mummerie of the racket keeping Rohm good fellows 
Gerson de aufenbihtate Pipse ab Fcclesia 
The Catalogue of the nominated and graduated persons 
Jo Dadebrodii de teiribihtate excommrmicationis libellus 
acephalos 
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Ingeniositas mrocandi diabolos et diabolas, per M Gum 
golphum 

The hotchpotch or gallimafree of the perpetually begging 
Friars 

The Whinings of Cajetan 

Muddisnowt Dbctoris cheiubici de ongme roughfooted arum 
et wr3Tieckedorum iitibus libii septem 
Sixty nine fat breviaiies 
Tlie night Maie o^the five orders of Beggars 
The slcinneiy of the new start dps exti acted out of the 
fallow butt, incornifistibulated and plodded upon in the 
Angelick summe 

The raver and idle talker in cases of conscience 
The fat belly of the Piesidents 
The bailing flowter of the Abbots 

Sutoris ad versus eum qiii vociAerat eum Slabsauceatoiem, 
et quod Slabsauceatoics non sunt daranati ab Ecclesia 
Cacatorium medicorum 
The chimney sweepei of Astiologie 
Campi elysteriorum per paragraph C 
The bumsquibcracker of Apothecaries 
The kissebreech of Chinn gciie 
Justmianus de Whitelepeiotis tollendis 
Antidirtariuin animse 
Meilinus Coccams de patria diabolorum 
The Practice of iniquity by Cleurauncs Sadden 
The Mirrour of basenesse by Radnecu Waldenses 
The ingrained rogue, by Dwarsencas Eldenu 
The mercilesse Cormoiant, by Iloxinidno the Jew 

Of which library some books are already printed and the rest 
aie now at the pi esse, m this noble city of Tubinge 


CHAPTER VIII 

How Pantagruel being at Pans received Letters from his 
Father Gaigantua and the Copy of them 

Pantagruel studied \ cry hard, as you may well conceive and 
profited accordingly , for he had an excellent understanding, 
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and notable wit together with a capacity iiKmemorj , equal to 
the measuie of twelve o>le budgets, or butts of Olives And 
as he was there abiding one day, he received a letter from his 
fathef in manner as followeth 

Most dear sonne amongst the gifts, graces and prerogatives, 
with which the Soaeiaign Plasmator God Almighty hath 
endowed and adorned human Nature at the beginning, that 
seems to me most singular and excellent, by which we may 
in a mortal estate attain to a kinde of imgioitality, and in the 
course of this transitory hfe peipetuate our name and seed 
which IS done by a progeny issued from us m the lawful bonds 
of Matj-imony whereby that m some measure is restored unto 
us, which was taken from us by the sm of our first Paients to 
whom it was skid that because they had not obeyed the 
Commandment of God their Creator they should die and by 
death should be brought to nought that so stately frame and 
Plasmature, wherein the man at first had be«i created 

But by this meanes of seminal piopagation there continueth 
in the children what was lost m the Parents, and m the grand- 
children that which perishe,(i m their fathers, and so successively 
until the day of the last 3udgement, when Jesus Christ shall 
have rendered up to God the Father his Kingdom in a peaceable 
condition out of all danger and contamination of sin , for 
then shall cease all generations and cormptions, • and the 
elements leave off their continual transmutations, seeing the so 
much desired peace shall be attained unto and enjoyed, and 
that all things shall be brought to their end and peiiod and, 
therefore not without just and reasonable cause do I give thanks 
to God my Saviour and Preserver for that he hath inabled me 
to see mj bald old age reflourish in thy youth for when at h;^ 
good pleasure, who* rules and governs all things, my soul shall 
leave tltis moital habitation, I shall not account my self wholly 
to die but to passe from one place unto another considering 
that m and by that, I continue m my visible image living m the 
V Olid visiting and conveising with people of honour and other 
mv good fiiends as I was wont to do which conversation of 
mine although it was not without sm, (because we are all of us 
trespassers, and therefore ought coAtinually to beseech his 
di\ me lilajesty to blot our transgiessions out of his memory) 
yet was it bv the help and grace of God, without all manner of 
lepioach before men 

Wlierefoie, if those qualities of the mmde but shine in thee, 
wherewith I am endowed, as m thee remaineth the perfect 
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image of my body* thou A\ilt be esteemed by t. 11 men to be the 
peifect guaiclmn and treisuie of the immoitahty of oui mmc 
but if otherwise, I shill tiuly tahe but small pleasuie to see it, 
considering that the kssci pait of me i\hich is the bod^ '\ould 
abide m thee and the best to iiit, that which is the sonic and 
by which our name continues blessed amongst men, would be 
deo'enerate and abistardised This I do not speak out of inv 
distmst that I have of thy veitue which I have heiclofoie 
aheady tiied, but to,encomage thee jet moie eaincstly to pio 
ceed fiom good to better and thal: which I now wide unto 
thee is not so much that thou shouldest live m tins veituous 
course, as that thou shouldest lejo-vce m so living andjiaving 
lived, and cheer up thy self with the like resolution m time to 
come , to the prosecution and accomplishment of which enter 
prise and geneious undertaking thou mryest easily remember 
how that I have spared nothing but have so helped thee, as if 
I had had no otha: tieasuie in this world, but to see thee once 
in my life complcatly well bred and accomplished, as well in 
vertue, honesty and valour, as m all liberal knowledge and 
civility and so to leave thee after my death as a mu i our 
representing the person of me thy father and if not so 
excellent, and such in deed as I do wish thee, yet such m my 
desire 

But although my deceased father of happy memorv Gran 
gousier, had bent his best endeaiouis to make me profit in all 
perfection and Political knowledge and that my 1 about and 
study was fully coriespondent to, yea, went beyond his desire 
never thelesse, as thou mayest well understand the time then 
was not so proper and fit for learning as it is at present, neither 
had I plenty of good masters such as thou,hast had , for that 
time was daiksome, obscured with clouds of ignorance and 
savouring a little of the infelicity and calamity of the Gothes 
who had, whereevei they set footing destroyed all good hteia 
tuie which in my age hath by the divine goodnesse been 
restored unto its former light and dignity and that yvith such 
amendment and increase of the 1 nowledge that noyv haidly 
should I be admitted unto the fust forme of the little Grammar 
school boyes I say’- I, who m my youthful dayes was (and 
that ]ustly) reputed the most learned of that age which I do 
not speak in vam boasting although I might lawfully do it m 
writing unto thee in vei i he ation w hereof thou hast the authority 
of Maicus Tullius in his book of old ag uid the sentence of 
Plutarch, in the book intituled, how a man may praise himself 
203 



THE SECOND HOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 
'ith envie but to give tliee an emulous fencouragemeut to 
;rive j et fiuther 

Now IS it that the mindes of men are qualified with all 
lanner of discipline, and the old sciences revived, vhich for 
lany ages were extinct now it is, that the learned languages 
re to their pristine purity restoied, viz Greek, (without which 
man may be ashamed to account himself a scholar,) Hebrew, 
rabick Chaldiean and Latine Piintmg likewise is now m 
se, so elegant, and so correct, that better .cannot be imagined, 
Ithough it was found out hut in my time by divine inspiration, 
s by a diabolical suggestion on the other side v as the invention 
f Ordnance All the woild is full of knowing men, of most 
larned Schoolmasteis and vast Libiaries and it appears to 
le as a tiuth, t^at neither in Plato’s time, nor Cicero s, nor 
'apinian’s, there was ever such conveniency for studying as 
re see at this day there is nor must any adventure hence 
irward to come in publick, or present hiiftself in company, 
liat hath not been pietty well polished m the shop of Jlinerva 
see robbers, hangmen, free booteis, tapsters ostleis, and such 
ke, of the very rubbish ofrthe people, more learned now, then 
he Doctors and Preachers were in my time 

Wliat shall I say ? the very women and children have 
spired to this piaise and celestial Manna of good learning 
ret so it IS that m the age I am now of I have been constrained 
o learn the Gieek tongue, which I contemned not like Cato, 
)ut had not the leasure m my 5munger yeaies to attend the 
tudy of it and take much delight in the reading of Plutarchs 
Moiah the pleasant Dialogues of Plato the Monimcnfs of 
i’ausanias and the Antiquities of Athemeus, in waiting on the 
lome vheiein God jny Creatoi shall call me and command mt 
o depart from this eaith and tiansitoiy piJgumage Wheie 
ore (my sonne) I admonish thee to imploy thy youth to pi o fit 
,s well as thou canst both m thy studies and in veitue Thou 
.rt at Pans, where the laudable examples of many brave men 
nay stirre up thy minde to gallant actions and hast likewise 
or thy Tutor and Pedagogue the learned Epistemon who by 
Lis lively and vocal documents may instruct thee m the Aits 
,nd Sciences 

I intend, and will have it so, that thou learn the Languages 
leifectly first of all, the Greek, as Qumtilian will lia\e it 
econdly the Latine and then the Hebrew for the holy 
Sciiptuie sake and then the Chaldee and Arabiek likewise, 
ind that thou fiame thy stile in Greek m imitation of Plato 
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and, for the Latine, after Cicero Let there be no histoi y w hich 
thou shalt not ha^^e ready m thy memory , unto the prosecuting 
of which designe, books of Cosmographie will be very con 
ducible, and help thee much Of the liberal Arts of Geometry, 
Aiithmetick and Musick, I gave thee some taste when thou 
weit yet little, ^jicl not above five or six yeaies old , proceed 
further in them, and learn the remainder if thou canst As for 
Astronomy study all the rules thereof let passe neverthelesse, 
the divining and judicial Astrology, and the Art of Lullius, 
as being nothing else but plain abuses and vanities As for the 
Civil Law of that I would have thee to know the texts by 
herrt and then to confeire them with Philosophic 

Now in matter of the knowledge of the works of N rture I 
would have thee to study that exactly, and that so there be no 
sea river nor fountain, of which thou doest not know the fishes, 
all the fowles of the aiie, all the ser eral kmdes of shrubs and 
trees, whether in foi rests or orchards all the sorts of herbcs 
and flowers that grow upon the ground all the various mettals 
that are hid within the bowels of the earth , together with all 
the diversity of precious stones that are to be seen in the 
Orient and South parts of the world, let nothing of all these be 
hidden from thee Then fade not most carefully to peruse the 
books of the Gieek, Arabian and Latine Phvsicians, not despis 
mg the Talmudists and Cabalists and by frequent Anatomies 
get thee* the perfect knowledge of the other world called the 
Miciocosme, which is man and at some houres of the day 
apply thy minde to the study of the holy Scriptures first in 
Greek the New Testament with the Epistles of the Apostles , 
and then the Old Testament in Hebrew In brief let me see 
thee an Abjsse, and bottomlesse pit of knowledge for fiom 
henceforward as thou growest great and becomest a man thou 
must part fiom this tranquillity and rest of study, thou must 
learn chivalrie warfare and the exercises of the field, the better 
thereby to defend my house and our friends, and to succour and 
protect them at all their needs against the invasion and assaults 
of evil doers 

Fuithermore, I will that very shortly thou try how much 
thou hast profited, which thou canst not better do, then by 
maintaining publickly Theses and Conclusions in all Arts, 
against all persons whatsoever, and by harmting the company 
of learned men, both at Pans and otherwhere But because 
as the wise man Solomon saith Wisdome entereth not mto a 
malicious murde , and that knowledge without conscience is 
2*5 • 
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but the rujne of th^ soule, it behoo-veth thee to scive to love 
to feare God, and on him to cast all thy thoughts and all thy 
hope, and by faith foimed m chanty to cleave unto him so 
that thou mayest never be separated from him by thy*sms 
Suspect the abuses of the world set not thy heart upon v anity 
for this life is transitory, but the Word of the Lord enduieth 
foi ever Be serviceable to all thy neighbours and love them 
as thy self reverence thy Praeceptors shun the conveisation 
of those whom thou desireth not to resemble, and receive not in 
vaine the graces whfch God hath bestowed upon thee and 
when thou shaft see that thou hast attained to all the Icnow 
ledge that is to be acquired in that part return unto me, that 
I m^y see thee, and give thee my blessing before I die* My 
sonne, the peace and giaee of our Lord be witbthee Amen 

From Utopia the 17 day of the moneth of Maich 

Thy father Gargantua 

These letters being received and read Pantagiuel pluckT up 
his heart took a fresh courage to him and was inflamed with 
a desire to piofit m his studies more then ever, so that if you 
had seen him, how he took paines and how he advanced m 
learning you would have said that the vivacity of his spiiit 
amidst thf“ books was like a great fire amongst dry wood, so 
active it was, vigorous and indefatigable 



CHAPTER IX 

How Paniagruel jound Panutge whom he loved all his Lifehme 

One day as Pantagmel was taking a walk without the City, 
towards St Antonies Abbey discouismg and philosophating 
with his own servants anjl some other scholars, he met with a 
young man of very comely stature, and surpassing handsome 
in all the lineaments of his body, but in several parts thereof 
most jjitifully wounded in such bad equipage m matter of his 
appaiel, which was but tatters and rags and eveiy way so fai 
out of order, that he seemed to have been a fighting with 
mastiffe dogs, from whose fury he had made an escape or, to 
say better, he looked in the condition wherein he then was, 
like an Apple gatherer of the countiey of Perche 

As farre off as Pantagiuel saw him he said to those that 
stood by Do you see that man there who is a coming hither 
upon the road from Charanton bridge ? by my faith, he is only 
poor m foitune for I may assuie you, that by his Physio 
gnomie it appeareth, that nature hath extracted him from some 
rich and noble race, and that too much curiosity liitth thrown 
him upon adientuies, which possibly have reduced him to this 
indigence, want and penuiie Now as he was just amongst 
them Pantagruel said unto him. Let me intreat you, (fiiend) 
that you may be pleased to stop here a little, and answer me to 
that which I shall ask you, and I am confident you will not 
think your time ill bestowed , for I have an extream desiie, 
(according to my» ability) to give >ou some supply in this 
distresee, wherein I see you are because I do veiy much com- 
miseiate youi case, which truly moves me to great pity 
Theief ore (my friend) tell me who you are? whence you come ’ 
whither you go ? what you desiie ? and what your name is ? 
the companion answered him m tlie Dutch tongue, thus 
‘Junker Gott geb euch ghick und heil zinor Liebcr 
Junker, ich lasz eucli wissen das da ihr mich von fngt, ist ein 
arm und erbarmheh Dmg und wei viel darvon zu sagen, 
welches euch verdrussig zu hoien und mir zu eizclen wer 
wiewol die Poeten und Ozatorn voizeiten hnben gesagt in ihren 
Spruchen und Sentenzen, dasz die gedechtniss des Elends und 
Aimuth vorlangst erlitten ist cine grosse Lust ’ My fiiend 

oao8 
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(said Pantagmel,) 1, no skd] in that gibbeiish of yours, 
therefore if you would ha\e us to undei stand you speak to 
us m some other language , then did the diole answer him 
thus * 

‘ Albarildim gotfano dechmin biin alabo dorido falbioth 
ringuam albaras Nm portzadil m almucatin milko pim 
alelmm en thoth dalheben ensouim kuthim al dum alkatim 
mm bioth dechoth poith mm michais im endoth piuch dahnai 
soulum hoi moth danfrihim lupaldas in voldemoth Nin hur 
diavosth mnaibotim dhlgousch palfrapin duch im scoth piuch 
galeth dal chmon, mm foulchnch al conm brutathen doth dal 
pnn ’ Do you understand none of this, said Pantagiuel fp the 
company ? I beleeve (said Epistemon ) that this is the Ian 
guige of the Antipodes and such a hard one that the devil 
himself loiowes not what to make of it Then, said Pantagruel, 
Gossip, I know not if the walls do comprehend the meaning of 
your words but none of us here doth so much as understand 
one syllable of them Then said my blade again — 

‘ Signor mio a oi vedete per essempio, che la coinamusa non 
suona mai s’ella non ha il ventre pieng Cosi lo panmente non 
vi sapiei contare le mie fortune, se pruna il tiibulato \entre non 
ha la solita refettione Al quale e adviso che le mam et li denti 
habbiano perso il loro ordme natuiale et del tutto annichilati ’ 
To which Fpistemon answered as much of the one as of the 
othei and nothing of either Then said Panurge 

‘ Jly Lord, if the Generosity of your Mind be suitable to 
your Body, you would naturally have Pity of me For Natme 
made us equal , But Foitune has exalted some, and other 
some has depressed Nevertheless, tho’ Vatue is despised, 
and Avorthy Men depressed , yet till the end none can be pro 
nothiced Happy ’ Yet lesse said Pantagruel , then said m> 
jollie Panuige 

‘ Jona andie guaussa goussy etan beharda er remedio 
beharde versela ysser landa Anbat es otoy y es nausu ey 
nessassust gourray proposian ordme den Non ysseno bayta 
facheria egabe gen heiassy badia sadassu noma assia Aran 
hondavan gualde cydassu naydassuna Estou oussyc eg vman 
soury hien er darstura eguy harm Genicoa plasar vadu ’ 
Are you there (said Eudemon) Gemcoa ? to this (said Carpalin,) 
St Tiiniap’s rammer unstitch youi bum, for I had almost 
understood it Then answered Panurge 

‘ Prust frest frinst sorgdmand stiochdi drhds pag brlelang 
Gravot Chavigny Pomaidiere rusth pkaldracg Deviniere pies 
o 309 ’ ' 
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Nays Couille kalmuch monarch diupp -del meupplist rmcq 
drlncl dodelb up drent loch mine stz rinq ]ald de vins deis 
coidelis bur ]ocst stzampenaids ’ Do you speak Chiistian 
(said Epistemon) or the Buffoon language, otherwise called 
patelinois ? Nay it is the puzlatory tongue (said anothei) 
which some call Lantemois Then said Panurge 

‘ Heeie, ik en spreeke anders geen taele dan kersten taele 
my dunkt noghtans al en seg ik u met een wordt mynen noot 
veiklaert genoegh wat ik begeere geeft my uyt bermher 
tigheit yets waar van ik ,^evoet mngh zyn ’ To which answered 
Pantagiuel, As much of that then said Panuige 

‘^ennor, de tanto hablar yo soy cansado poique yo suplico 
a vuestra reverentia que mire a los preceptos evangelicos para 
que ellos movEfti vuestra reveientia a lo que es de conscientia , y 
SI ellos non bastaren, para mouer vuestra reveientia a piedad, 
yo suplico que mire a la piedad natuial, la qual yo creo que 
le movera como es de lazon y con esso non digo mas ’ Truly, 
my friend, I doubt not but you can speak divers languages, 
but tell us that which you would have us to do for you in some 
tongue, which you conqeive we may understand ? Then said 
the companion 

Min Herre, endog leg med ingen tunge talede ligesom 
bsem, oc uskeihge creatuure Mine klaedebon oo mit legoms 
magerhed uduiser alligeuel klarlig huad tmg mis- best behof 
gioris, som er sandelig mad oc diicke Huorfoi forbarme dig 
ofuer mig oc befal at giue mig noguet, af huilcket leg kand 
slyre mm giseendis mage, hgeruiis som mand Cerhero en suppe 
forsetter Saa skalt du lefue l-enge oc Ijclsahg’ I think 
really (said Eusthenes) that the Gothes spoke thus of old and 
that, if it pleased God, we would all of us speak so with our 
lailes Then again said Panuige 

‘ Adon, scilom lecha im ischar harob hal hebdeca bime 
herah thithen li kikai lehem chanchat ub laah al Adonai cho 
nen ral ’ To which answered E)nstemon, At this time have I 
understood him very well for it is the Hebrew tongue most 
rhetorically pronounced Then again said the Gallant 

‘ Despota, tinyn panagathe, diati sy mi ouk artodotis ? 
noras gar lixno anahscomenon eiue athlion, ka en to metaxy me 
ouk eleis oudamos zetis de par emou ha ou chre Ke homos 
philologi pantes homologousi tote logous te ke remata peritta 
hyparchm, opote pragma afto pasi del on esti Entha gar 
anankei monon logi isin, hina piagmata (hon pen amphis 
betoumen), me piosphoros epiphenete ’ What ? (said Carpalim) 
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Pantigruels footmaii, it is Gicek I have undustood him and 
how ? hast thou dwelt any while in Greece ? Then said tlie 
diole again 

‘ Agonou dont oussys vous desdagnez algorou nou den 
farou zamist vous mariston ulbrou, fousques voubrol tant 
biedaguez moupreton dengoulhoust, daguez daguez non cropys 
lost pardonnoflist nougrou Agou paston tol nalprissys 
houitou los echatonous piou dhouqujs brol pany gou den 
bascrou noudous caguons goulfien goul oustaioppassou ’ 
Methmks I understand him (said Panteigiuel) for either it is the 
language of my countiey of Utopia, or sounds very like it 
and as he was about to have begun some puipose, the com 
panion said 

‘ Jam toties vos per saeia perque deos deasque omnes 
obtestatus sum, ut si quse vos pietas permo\et, egestatem 
meam solaremini, nec hilum pioficio damans et ejulans 
Smite, quseso, smite, viri impii, quo me fata vocant abne 
nec ultra vanis vestns mteipellationibus obtundatis, memores 
veteris illius adagii, quo venter famelicus auricuhs careie 
dicitur ’ Well my fiiend, (said Paqtagiucl) but cannot >ou 
speak French ’ that I can do (Sii) vei> well (said the com 
panion ) G od be thanked it is my natural language and mother 
tongue for I was borne and bied m mv younger yeares m the 
gaiden of Fiance, to wit, Tourame Then (said Pantagiuel) 
tell us what is your name and fiom whence you aie come , 
for, by my faith, I have alieady stamped in my minde such a 
deep impression of love towards you, that, if you will con 
descend unto my will, you shall not depart out of my company, 
and you and I shall make up another couple of fiiends such as 
iEneas and Achates weie Sii (said the companion) my tiue 
anS proper chiisten name is Panuige and now I come out of 
Turkic, to which countrey I was earned away prisoner St that 
time when they went to Metelin with a mischief and willingly 
would I relate unto you my fortunes, which are more wondeiful 
than those of Ulysses were but seeing that it pleaseth you to 
retain me with you I most heartily accept of the offer, pro 
testing never to leave you, should you go to all the devils m 
hell , we shall have therefore more leisuic at another time, 
and a fitter oppoitunity wherem to report them for at this 
present I am in a very urgent necessity to feed, my teeth are 
sharp, my belly empty, my thioat dry and my storaack 
fierce and burning all is ready, if you will but set me to woik 
it will be as good as a balsamum for sore ej cs to see me gulch 

3II * » 
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and raven it, for Gods sake give ordei for it Then Pantagmel 
commanded that they should cany him home, and piovide 
him good store of victuals which being done he ate veiy well 
th-if evening and (capon like) went early to bed, then slept 
until dmner time the next dav so that he made but thiee steps 
and one leap fiom the bed to the boaid 


. CHAPTER X 

How Paniagruel judged so equtlably of a Coniroverste, which was 
wondei fully obscure and difficult that by Reason of his ^ust 
Deaee iheiein, he was leputed to have a most admirable 
J udgemeni 

Pantagkuel, very well remembiing his fathers letter and 
admonitions would on® day make trial of his Icnovi ledge 
Thereupon in all the Can ef ours that is throughout all the 
foure quarters, stieets and corners of the City, he set up Con 
elusions to the number of nine thousand seven hundied sixty 
and fouie in all manner of learning, touching in them the 
hardest doubts that aic in any science And fust of all in the 
fodder street beheld dispute against all the Regents or Fellowes 
of Colledges, Aitists or Masters of Arts, and Oi atoms, and did 
so gallantlj I'hat lie oveithiew them and set them all upon 
then tailes he went aftciwaids to the Sorbone, wheie he mam 
tamed argument against all the Theologians or Divines jfor 
the space of six nee] s fiom fouie a clock in the moining until 
SIX in the evening except an interval of two houres to lefiesh 
themselves, and tile then repast and at this weie present 
the greatest part of the Lords of the Couit, the Masters of 
Requests, Presidents, Counsellors, those of the Accompts, 
Secretaiies, Advocates and otheis as also the Shenffes of the 
said town, with the Physicians and Professors of the canon 
law, amongst which it IS to be remarked that the greatest part 
were stubborn jades, and in their opinions obstinate but he 
took such course with them, that for all their Eigo’s and 
fallacies, he put their backs to the wall gravelled them in the 
deepest questions and made it visibly appear to the world 
that compared to lum, they were but monkies, and a knot of 
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mulled calves Whereupon every body began to keep a bust 
ling noise and tallc of his so mai\cllous knowledge thiough 
all degrees of persons in both sexes, even to the very Laun- 
diesses Brokeis, Rostnaeatselleis Penknife makeis and olHiers, 
who, when he past along in the street, would say. This is he , 
in which he took delight, as Demosthenes the prince of Gieek 
Oiatours did when an old ciouchmg wife, pointing at him 
with her fingers, said That is the man 

Now at this same veiy time there was a piocesse or suit m 
law depending in Court between two^ieat Loids of which one 
was called my Loid Kissebieech Plamtiffe of one side and 
the other my Lord Suckfist, Defendant of the othei , whose 
Controvcrsie was so high and difficult m Law that the Court 
of Parliament could make nothing of it And Clierefore by the 
Commandment of the King theie were assembled foure of the 
gieatest and most learned of all the Parliaments of France, 
together wnth the ^eat Councel, and all the principal Regents 
of the Universities, not only of Fiance but of England also 
and Italy, such as Jason Phihppus Deems Petrus de Petioni 
bus and a labble of other old Rabbimsts who being thus met 
together, aftei they had thereupon consulted foi the space of six 
and fouity weeks finding that they could not fasten then teeth 
m it nor with such clearnesse understand the case as that they 
might in any manner of wa-v be able to right it or take up the 
difference betwixt the two aforesaid Paities it did so greviously 
vex them that they most nllanously conshit themselves foi 
shame In this gieat extremity one amongst them named 
Du Douhait the learnedst of all and more expeit and piudent 
then any of the rest, wildest one day they were at then wits end 
all^to be dunced and plulogiobohzed in then brames said unto 
them We have been here (mv Masters,) a good long space 
without domg any thing else then trifle away both ouf time 
and money and can neveithelesse finde neither brim nor 
bottome in this matter for the more we study about it the 
lesse we undei stand theiein which is a great shame and disgiace 
to us, and a heavy buithen to our consciences , yea such that 
in my opinion we shall not iid oui selves of it without dishonour, 
uiJesse we tal e some othei course, foi we do nothing but doat 
m our consultations 

See therefore what I have thougut upon you haye heard 
much talking of that worthy personage named Master Panta 
giuel who hath been found to be learned above the capacity 
of this present age, by the proofs he ga\e m those great dis 
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putations which Jie held pubhckly aganist all men my 
opinion IS, that v, e send for him, to conferre -with him about this 
businesse , for never any man will encompasse the bunging of 
it to an end if he do it not 

Hereunto all the Counsellors and Doctors willingly agreed 
and accoiding to that their result having mstantly sent for 
him, they intieated him to be pleased to canvass the proeesse, 
and sift it thoroughly that aftei a deep search and nariow 
exammatioii of all the points thereof he might forthwith make 
the report unto them'* such as he shajl think good m true and 
legal knowledge to this effect they delivered into his hands 
the bags wherem were the Wilts and Pancarts concerning that 
suit which for bulk and weight were almost enough to lade 
fouie gieat couilKid oi stoned Asses , but Pantagruel said 
unto them, Aie the two Lords between whom this debate and 
piocesse is yet living ’ It was answered him. Yes To what 
a devil then (said hq ) seive so many paultiy heapes, and bundles 
of papers and copies which j ou give me ? is it not better to 
heare then Controveisie from their own mouthes, whilest they 
are face to face before us, then to leade these vile fopperies, 
which aie nothing but tiumpeiies deceipts, diabolical cosenages 
of Cepola, pernicious slights and subveisions of equity ’ lor 
I am sure that you and all those thorough whose hands this 
proeesse h^th past, have by your devices added what you could 
to it pro et contra m such soit that although their diffeience 
perhaps was deal and easie enough to determine at fiist, you 
have obscured it, and made it more intricate, by the frivolous, 
sottish unreasonable and foolish reasons and opinions of 
Accursius, Baldus Bartolus, de Castro, de Imola Hippolytus 
Panormo Beitachin, Alexander Cuitius, and those other old 
IMhstiffs who never undei stood the least law of the Pandects, 
they being but meer blockheads and great tithe calvs ignorant 
of all that which was needful for the understanding of the lawes 
for (as it IS most certain) they had not the knowledge either of 
the Greek or Latine tongue but only of the Gothick or Bai 
barian , the Hwes neveithelesse, weie fiist taken from the 
Greeks, according to the testimony of Ulpian L poster de 
origins juns, which we likewise may perceive by that all the 
lawes are full of Gieek words and sentences and then we 
finde that they are reduced mto a Latine stile, the most elegant 
and ornate, that whole language is able to afford, without 
excepting that of any that ever wrote therem, nay not of 
Salust, Varo, Cicero, Seneca, Titus Livius, nor Quintilian , 
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how then could, these old dotards be able tp understand aught 
the text of the lawes, who ne\ er in their time had looked upon 
a good Latine book as doth evidently enough appear by the 
ludenesse of then stile, which is fitter for a Chimney sweeper, 
or for a Cook oi a Scullion, than for a Jurisconsult and Doctor 
m the Lawes ? 

Fuitheimore, seemg the Lawes aie excerpted out of the 
middle of moral and natural Philosophie, how should these 
fooles have understood it, that have, by G — , studied lesse in 
Philosophic then iny Mule ’ in respect ofliumane learning and 
the Imowledge of Antiquities and History they were truly 
laden with those faculties as a toad is w ith feathers And yet 
of all this the Lawes are so full, that without it they capnot 
be understood -as I intend more fully to shew unto you m a 
peculiar Treatise which on that purpose I am about to publish 
Therefore if you will that I take any medling in this piocesse, 
first, cause all these papers to be burnt , secondly, make the 
two Gentlemen come peisonally befoie me , and afteiwards 
when I shall have heard them, I will tell you my opinion fieely 
without any feignednes or dissimulation whatsoever 

Some amongst them ’did contiadict this motion as you 
know that in all companies there are more fooles then wise men 
and that the greater part alwayes sui mounts the better , as 
saith Titus Livius in speaking of the Carthagmians- but the 
foiesaid Du Douet held the contrary opinion mamtainmg that 
Pantagiuel had said well, and what was right, in affirming that 
these records bills of inquest leplies, rejomdeis exceptions, 
depositions and other such diableries of truth intangling Wilts, 
were but Engines wheiewith to oveithiow justice and un 
necessarily to prolong such suits as did depend befoie them 
and that theiefoie*the devil would cany them all away to hdl 
if thej did not take anothei couise and pioceeded not m times 
coming accoiding to the Piescrqits of Evangelical and Philo 
sophical equity In fine all the papers were burnt and the two 
Gentlemen summoned and personally convented , at whose 
appeaiaiice before the Court, Pantagiuel said unto them, Aie 
you they, that have this great diffeience betwixt you ? Yes, 
(my Lord) said they Which of you (said Pantagiuel,) is the 
Plamtiffe ? It is I, said my Lord Kissebreech Go to then, 
my fuend, (said he) and relate your matter unto me fpom point 
to point, according to the real tiuth, or else (by cocks body), 
if I finde you to lie so much as in one word, I will make you 
shorter by the head, and take it from off your shouldeis, to 

fi6 
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shew others by your example, that in justice and judgement men 
ought to speak notliing but the truth therefore take heed you 
do not adde nor impare any thing m the Narration of youi case 
Begin 


CHAPTER XI 

How ihe Lotds of Ktssebreech and Suckfist did plead 
before Pantagiuel without an Aiturney 

Then began Kissebreech in manner as follounth My Lord, 
it IS true that a good woman of my house carried egges to the 
market to sell Be covered Kissebreech, said Pantagruel 
Thanks to you my Loid, said the Loid Kissebreech , but to 
the purpose Thei e passed betwixt the two tropicks the summe 
of thiee pence towaids the zenith and a halfpenny, forasmuch 
as the Riphiem mouutames hrd been that j eare oppiest with a 
gieat sterility of counterfeit gudgidns, and shewes witliout 
substance, b}^ meanes of the babling tattle, and fond hbs 
seditiously raised between the gibblegablers, and Accursian 
gibbciish niongcis for the rebellion of the Swisseis, who had 
assemliled themselves to the full numbei of the bum bees and 
myrmidons to go a handsel getting on the first day of the new 
yeare at that very time when tliey gave bieuis to the oxen 
and delu ei the key of the coales to the Coimtrey gules, foi 
serving in of the oates to the dogs All the night long they did 
nothing else (keeping their hands stdl upon the pot) but dis 
piitch both on loot and horseback, leade-a sealed Wilts or 
letters, (to v it Papal Commissions conmionly called Bulls ) 
to stop the boats foi the Tailors and Seamsteis would have 
made of the stollen shreds and clippings a goodly sagbut to 
cover the face of the Ocean which then was great with childe 
of a potfull of cabbidge, according to the opinion of the hay 
bundle makers but the physicians said that by the Urine 
they could discern no manifest signe of the Bustards pace, nor 
how to eat double tongued mattocks with mustard, umesse the 
Lords and Gentlemen of the Court should be pleased to give by 
B mol expresse command to the pox, not to run about any 
longer, in gleaning up of Coppersmiths and Tinkers , for the 
Jobernolls had already a pretty good beginning in their dance 
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of the Biittish gig called the e^iindoie to a peifeet diapason 
Tilth one foot in the fiic and then head in the middle, as good 
man Ragot was wont to say 

Ha (my masters ) God moderates all things and disposeth 
of them at his pleasure, so that against unhickie foitune a 
Caiter bioke his fiisking whip, which was all the winde instru 
ment he had tins was done at his return fiom the little 
paultrj towai even then when Master Amtitus of Ciesscplots 
was hcentiaied and had past Ins dcgiees in all dullerie and 
blockislinesse according to this senten'se of the Canonists, 
Beall Dunces, quoniam ipsi stumblaveruni But that which 
makes lent to be so high by St Fiacie of Bi t is for nothing else 
but tliat the Pentecost never comes but to my cost , yet on 
afoie there, hoe. a little lam stills a gicat winde, and we must 
think so, seeing that the Serjeant hath propounded the mattei 
so farre above my reach that the Cleiks and Sccondaiies could 
not with the benefit thereof lick their fingers featheicd with 
gaunders, so oibicularly as they were wont in other things to 
do And w e do manifestly see, that every one acknowledgcth 
himself to be in the eiiour, wherewith another hath been 
chaiged, reserving only those cases whereby we are obliged to 
take an ocular inspection in a perspective glasse of these 
things, towards the place in the Chimney where hangeth the 
signe of the wine of fouity girths, which have be^ alwayes 
accounted very necessary for the numbei of twenty pannels 
and pack Siddles of the bankrupt Piotectionaries of five yeares 
respit howsoevei at least he that would not let file the owle 
before the Cheesecakes, ought m law to have discoTered his 
reason why not, for the memory is often lost with a wajwaid 
shooing Well, God leep Iheobald Mitain fiom all danger 
Then said Pantagruel, Hold there Ho my friend soft and 
faire speak at leisuie, and soberly without putting your self 
in choler I undei stand the case, go on Noat then (my Loid) 
said Kissebrecch the foiesaid good woman saying hei gaudez 
and audi nos could not cover hei selfe with a treacherous bsck 
blow ascending by the wounds and passions of the piiviledges 
of the Unnersities, unlesse by the veitue of a wanning pan she 
had Angelically fomented eveiy pait of her body in covering 
them with a hedge of gaiden beds then giving in a swift un 
avoidable thiust very near to the place wheie they S5II the old 
rags, wlieieof the Painters of Flanders make great use, when 
they are about neatly to clap on shoes on grashoppeis locusts 
cig^s, and such like flie fowles, so strange to us, that I am 
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■wonderfully astonished why the r\oild doth not lay, seeing it is 
so good to hatch 

Heie the Loid of SncLfist would have mteriupted him and 
spoken somewhat, wheieupon Pantagiuel said unto him St I 
by St Antonies belly, doth it become thee to speak without 
command ? I sweat here with the extiemity of laboui and 
exceeding toile I take to understand the proceeding of jour 
mulual difference and 3 et thou comest to trouble and disquiet 
me peace in the devils name, peace, thou shalt be permitted 
to speak thy belly full 'when this man Jiath done and no sooner 
Go on (said he) to Kissebreech speak calmly, and do not over 
heat your self with too much haste 

I perceiving then (said Kissebreech,) that the piagmaticsl 
sanction did make no mention of it, and that the holy Pope to 
every one gave liberty to fart at his own ease, if that the blanl ets 
had no streaks, wherein the liars were to be crossed with a 
ruffianlike crue and the ram bow being newly sharpened at 
IMilan to bring forth larks, gave his full consent that the good 
woman should tread down the heel of the hipgut pangs, by 
vertue of a solemn protestation put m by the little testiculated 
or codsted fishes 'vrhich to tell the truth, were at that time very 
necessary for understanding the syntax and construction of old 
boots Therefore John Calfc her Cosen gervais once removed 
with a log.from the woodstack very seriously advised her not 
to put her selfe into the hazard of quag->wagg iig in the Lee to 
be scowred with a buck of hnnen clothes till first she had 
kindled the paper this counsel she laid hold on because he 
desired her to take nothing and throw out, for Non de ponte 
vadit qm cum sapienUa cadit matters thus standing, seeing 
the Masters of the chamber of Accompts, or members of that 
Committee, did not fully agiee amongst thefnselyes m casting 
up the number of the Almanie whistles whereof were framed 
those spectacles for Princes, which haye been lately printed at 
Antwerp I must needs think that it makes a bad return of the 
Wilt, and that the adverse Party is not to be beleeved, %n sacer 
verho dotis for that having a gieat desire to obey the pleasure 
of the Kin g I ai med my self fi om toe to top with belly f ui nitui e, 
of the soles of good venison pasties to go see how my grape- 
gatherers and vintagers had pinked and cut full of small holes 
their high coped caps, to lecher it the better and play at in and 
in And indeed the time was very dangerous m coming from 
the Faire in so faire that many trained bowe men were cast 
at the muster, and quite rejected, although the chimney tops 
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tale of atub or of a loasted hoise savouis of Apoci\pha and 

,s not an authcnt.cl history , and by this meins thcie y as that 
yeaie gieat abund nine th, oughout all the counticy of Artois 
of tawny buzzing beetles to the no small piofit of the Gentle 
men great stick faggot earners ,vlien thev did eate without 
disdaining the cocUicmncs till then I^lh a\ as hi e to crack with 
it again as for my own ,iait such is my Christian chanty 
towards my neighbours th it I could wish from nn heart every 
one had as good a voice it would mil e us j.lav the betfer at 
the tennis and the ba oon And tiuly (mv Lord) to expiesse 
the real tmth without dissinuiUtion I cannot but saa that 
those petty subtile devices which aie found out in the etyinolo 
gizing of patins, wpuld descend more eisily into the iivei of 
beine, to serve for ever at the IMillais budge ujion the said 
watei, as it was heietofore decreed by the King of the Cinar 
nans, according to the sentence or judgement gum thcieuoon 
which IS to be seen m the Registry 'and Rccoids within the 
Clerks office of this house 

Andtherefoie(myLoid)Idomosthumblj require that by 

jour Lordship there may be said and dcclaied upon the case 
what is reasonable, with costs damages and interests Then 
sard Pantagrarel, My friend, is this nil a ou ha\ e to sav ’ Kisse 
breech answered Aes (my Lord) for I haae told all the tu 
autem, and have not varied at all upon mure honour in so much 
as one smgle word A^ou then, (said Prntagiuel) my Loid of 
Suckfist say what you will and be biief without omitting 
neverthelesse any thing that may serve to tht purpose 


CH^PIFR XII 


How the Lord of Sucl fid pj aded before Pantagmel 


Then began the Lord Sue! fist 
Lord, and you my masters if the 
scene m categoiicall judgement, 


m manner as folloaveth My 
iniejiiit-v of men were as easily 
ns we can diseerne flies m a 
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rnillv pot, the worlds four oxen had not been so eaten up with 
Rats, nor had so many eares upon the eaita beene nibled ai/ay 
so scuivily, for although all that my adversary hath spoken 
be of a very soft and downy truth, m so much as conceines the 
Letter and History of the factum yet neveithelesse the crafty 
slights cunning subtiltics she cozenages and little troubling 
intanglements are hid under the Rose pot, the common cloak 
and cover of all fraudulent deceits 

Should I endure that when I am eating my pottage equall 
with the best, and that without either thinking or spealang any 
manner of ill they ludely come to veve trouble, and perplex 
my b_iaines with that anticl Proverb which saith, 

Wh© m his pottage eating drinks will not 
When he is dead and buried, see one ]ot< 

And good Lady how many great Captames have we seen in the 
day of battel, when in open field the Saciaraent was distributed 
111 lunchions of the sanctified bread of the Confraternity, the 
more honestly to nod thgir heads play on the lute, and crack 
with their tailes to make pretty little platforme leaps, in keeping 
level by the ground but now the woild is unshackled f i om the 
corners of the packs of Leycester One flies out lewdly and 
becomes debauch’t, anothei likewise five, four and two, and 
that at such randome that if the Court take not some course 
therein, it will make as bad a season m matter of gleaning tins 
yeare as ever it made, or it will make goblets If any poor 
creature go to the stores to illuminate his muzzle with a 
Cowshaid, or to buy winter boots, and that the Serjeants 
passing by, or those of the wafeh, happen to receive the decoc 
tion of a clystere or the fecal matter of a close stool upon tlTeir 
rustling wi angling clutter keeping masterships, should any be 
cause of that make bold to clip the shillings and testers and 
try the wooden dishes ? sometimes, when we think one tiling 
God does anothei and, when the Sunne is wholly set, all 
beasts are in the shade let me never be beleeved agam, if I 
do not gallantly prove it by several people that have seen the 
light of the day 

In the \caie thirty and six buving a Dutch curtail, which 
was a middle sized hoise both high and short, of a wool good 
enough and died in grame, as the Goldsmiths assured me, 
although the Notarie put an etc in it I told leally, that I w as 
not a Cleik of so much learning as to snatch at the Moon with 
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my teeth but as for the Butter fiikin, where Vulc inian deeds 
and evidences were* sealed, the rumour was and the lepoit 
thereof w^ent cun ant that salt beefe will make one finde the 
way to the wine without a candle, though it were hid la the 
bottom of a Colliers sack, and that with his drawers on he weie 
mounted on a barbed horse furnished with a fionstal, and such 
armes, thighs, and leg pieces as aie requisite foi the well fiymg 
and bioyling of a swaggeimg sawcinesse Here is a sheeps 
head, and it is well they make a proveib of this, that it is good 
to see black Cowes in burnt wood jvhen one attains to the 
enjoyment of his love I had a consultation upon this point 
with my Masteis the Cleiks, who for resolution concluded in 
fiisesQmorum, that there is nothing like to mowing ii7 the 
summer, and sweeping clean away in water, well garnished with 
paper, ink, pens and penknives of Lyons upon the river of 
Rosne, dolopym dolopof, taiabin taiabas tut, prut, pish for 
incontinently after that armour begins to smell of garlicl , 
the rust will go near to eat the liver, not of him that weaies it 
and then do they nothing else but withstand others courses, 
and wrjmeckedly set up then bustles ’gainst one another, in 
lightly passmg ovei their afternoons sleep and this is that which 
maketh salt so dear My Lords belecve not, when the said 
good woman had with birdlime caught the shovelar foule, 
the better.before a Serjeants witnesse to deliver the younger 
sons portion to him, that the sheeps plucl or hogs haslet, did 
dodge and shrink back m the Usurers purses or that there could 
be any thing better to preserve one from the Cannibals then to 
take a rope of onions lout with three hundred tuineps, and a 
little of a Calves Chaldein of the best allay that the Alchymists 
have provided, and that thej daub and do over witli clay as 
alsb calcinate and buine to dust these pantoffifes muf in muf out, 
moufiin mouflard, with the fine sauce of the juice of the rabble 
rout whilest thev hide themselves in some petty moldwarphole, 
saving alwayes the little slices of bacon Now if the dice will 
not favour you with any other throw but ambesaee, and the 
chance of thiee at the great end, maik well the ace, then take 
me your dame, settle her in a coiner of the bed, and whisk me 
her up drilletiille, there there toureloura la la, which when 
you have done, take a hearty draught of the best, despicando 
grenovilhhus, m despight of the fiogs, whose faire course be 
buskmed stockms shall be set apart for the little gieen geese 
or mued goslings which fatned in a coope take delight to sport 
themselves at the wagtaile game waiting for the beating of the 
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mettal, and heating of the waxe by the slavering dnvelleis of 
consolation 

Very tiue it is, that the foure oxen which are in debate and 
whefeof mention was made were somewhat shoit in memory 
neveithelesse to understand the gamine aught they feaied 
neither the Cormoiant nor Mallard of Savoy, which put the 
good people of my countiey in gieat hope that their children 
sometime should become very skilful in Algorisme , therefore 
IS it that by a law lubiick and special sentence thereof, that 
we cannot faile to take the wolfe if we make oui hedges higher 
then the wind mill, wheieof somewhat was spoken by the 
Plamtiffe But the great Devil did envie it, and by that means 
put the high Dutches fane behinde who played the dey^ils in 
swilling down and tipling at the good liquour tiink, meen heir 
tnnk trink, by two of my table men in the coinei point I have 
gained the luich foi it is not probable noi is there any appear 
ance of truth in this saying that at Pans upon a little bridge the 
hen IS proportionable , and were they as copped and high 
crested as maiish whoops, if veritably they did not saciihce 
the Pnnteis pumpet balls at Moreb, with a new edge set upon 
them by text letters, of those of a swift wilting hand, it is 
all one to me, so that the head band of the book breed not 
moths or wormes in it And put the case, that at the coupling 
together of the buck hounds the little puppies sl;iould have 
waxed proud before the Notarie could have given an account of 
the serving of his Wiit by the Cabalistick Ait, it will necessaiily 
follow (under correction of the better judgement of the Court ) 
that si^. acies of medow ground of the greatest breadth will 
make three butts of fine ink, without paying ready money , 
considering that at the Funeral of King Charles, we might have 
had the fathom m open market for one and two that is, detice 
ace J:his I may affirm with a safe conscience, upon my oath of 
wooll 

And I see ordinarily in all good bagpipes, that when they go 
to the counterfeiting of the chiiping of small buds, by swmgiiig 
a bloom three times about a chimney, and putting his name 
upon record, they do nothing but bend a Crossebowe back 
ward, and wmde a borne, if perhaps it be too hot and that by 
making it fast to a rope he was to draw, immediately after the 
sight of the letters the Cowes were restored to lym Such 
another sentence after the homeliest manner was pronounced 
in the seventeenth yeare because of the bad government of 
Louzefougarouse, wheieunto it may please the Court to have 
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regard I desire to be rightly understood for truly I say not, 
but that m all equity and with an upright conscience, those 
may very 'well be dispossest, uho drink holy water, as one 
would do a weavers shuttle, vheieof suppositories are marie to 
those that will not lesigne, but on the teimes of ell and tell 
and giving of one thing for another Tunc (ray Loids) quid 
ouns pro minorihiis? foi the common custom of the Sahck 
law IS such, that the first ineendiaiie or fire brand of sedition, 
that flayes the Cow, and wipes his nose in a full consoit of 
musick without blowing m the Coblqjrs stitches, should m the 
time of the night male sublimate the penury of his member 
by mosse gatheied vhen people are like to foundre themselves 
at the messe at midnight, to give the estrapade to these wliite 
wines of An]ou that do the feat of the leg in lifting it (by hoise 
men called the Gambetta,) and that neck to neck, aftei the 
fashion of Britanie, concluding as before with costs, damages 
and interests 

After that the Lord of Suckfist had ended, Pantagiuel said 
to the Loid of Kissebreech, My friend have you a minde to 
make any reply to what is said ’ No (my Lord) answered 
Kissebieech , for I have spoke all I inl-ended, and nothing but 
the tiuth, theiefoie put an end for Gods sake to our diffeience, 
foi we aie here at great chaige 
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CHAPTER XIII 

Hm Panlagruel gave Judgement upon the Difference 
of the tjoo Lords 

Then Pantagruel rising up assembled all the Presidents, 
Counsellors and Doctors that were there, and said unto them 
Come now (my Masters) you have heaid {vivce vocis oraculo) the 
Controversie that is m question what do you think of it ? 
They answered him We have indeed heard it, but have not 
undei stood the devil so much as one circumstance of the case 
and therefore ve beseech you una voce, and in couitesie request 
you, that you vould give sentence as you think good, and, ex 
nunc pi out ex tunc, we aie satisfied v ith it, and do ratifie it with 
our full consents Well, my Masters (said Pantagrael) seeing 
you are so well pleased, I mil do it but I do not tnily finde 
the case so difficult as you make it your paragiaph Caton 
the law Ftater, the law Gallus, the law Quinque pedum, the 
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law P ivum, the law»)S^ Domtnus the law Motet, the law Muhei 
bona the law Si qiiis the law PomponiUiy the law Fundi, the 
law Emptor, the law Pioetor, the law I enditoi, and a gieat jpriany 
otheis, are farre moie intricate in my opinion After he had 
spoke this he walked a turn or tM o about the hall, plodding very 
profoundly, as one may think , for he did gioan like an Asse, 
whilest they gnth him too hard with the veiy intensiveness ol 
consideiing how he was bound m conscience to do right to both 
parties, without varying or accepting of persons Then he 
returned, sate down, and began id pronounce sentence as 
followeth 

Having seen, heaid calculated and well considered df the 
diffeience between the Lords of Kissebreech and Suekfist, the 
Court saith unto them, that in regaid of the sudden quaking, 
shivering and hoarmesse of the flickei mouse, bravely declining 
fiom the estival soltice, to attempt by private means the 
surprisal of toyisb trifles m those who are a little unwell for 
having taken a draught too much through the IcAvd demeanour 
and vexation of the beetles that inhabit the diarodal climate 
of an hypocritical Ape on horseback, bending a Ciossebowe 
backwards The Plaintiffe truly had just cause to ealfet or 
with Ockam, to stop the chinks of the gallion, which the good 
woman blew up with winde having one foot shod and the other 
bare reimhuising and restoring to him low and stiffe m his 
conscience as many bladder nuts and wilde pistaches as theie 
is of haiie in eighteen Cowes with as much for the embioiderer 
and so much foi that He is likewise declared innocent of the 
case priviledged from the Knapdardies into the danger whereof 
it was thought he had incurred because he could not jocundly 
and. with finuesse of freedom untiusse and dusg by the decision 
of a paire of gloves perfumed with the sent of bum gunshot at 
the walnut tiee taper, as is usual m his countrey of Mirebalois 
Slacking therefoie the top saile and letting go the boulin with 
the biazen bullet , wheiewith the Mariners did by way of 
protestation bake in paste meat great stole of pulse mterquilted 
with the dormouse whose hawks bells weie made with a 
puntmaiia after the manner of Hungary or Flanders lace and 
which his biother in law earned m a Panier lying near to three 
chevrons or bordered gueules whilest he was clean out of heart, 
drooping and crest fallen by the too narrow sifting canvassing 
and cuiious examining of the matter, in the angulaily doghole 
of nastie scoundrels fiom whence we shoot at the veimiformal 
popingay with the flap made of a foxtaile 
221 
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But in that he cliaigetli the Defendant that he was a 
botchei cheese eater, and tiimmer of mans flesh imbalmed 
which in the aisiveisie swagfall tumble was not found tiue, 
as by*the Defendant was very well discussed 

llie Couit therefore doth condemn and ameice mm in three 
poiiingeis of curds well cemented and closed togethei, shining 
like peailes and Codpieced aftei the fashion of the Countiey 
to be payed unto the said Defendant about the middle of 
August in May but on the other pait the Defendant shall be 
bound to furnish him vi'kh hay and stubble foi stopping the 
caltiops of his throat, troubled and impulregafized, with 
gabardines garbeled shufflmgly, and fiiends as befoie without 
costs and for cause 

Wfliich sentence being pronounced the t\\ o Paities depaited 
both contented with the decree, which was a thing almost 
inciedible foi it never came to passe since the great lain, nor 
shall the lil e occur in thirteen jubilees hereaftei that two 
Parties, contradictorily contending m judgment, be equally 
satisfied and well pleased with the definitive sentence As for 
the Counsellors and oth«r Doctors in the law, that were there 
present they were all so ravished with admiiatioii at the more 
then humane wisdom of Pantagiuel, which they did most 
clearly peiceive to be in him by his so accuiate decision of 
this so difficult and thornie cause that their spiiitu, with the 
extremity of the rapture, being elevated above the pitch of 
actuating the organs of the body, they fell into a trance and 
sudden extasie, wherein they stayed for the space of three long 
houres and had been so as yet in that condition, had not some 
good people fetched store of vinegar and rose watei, to bring 
them asrain unto, their former sense and undei standing, foi 
the which God be praised every where And so be it " 


CHAPTER XIV 

Hoxo P anurge related the Manner how he escaved out 
of the hands of the Tuiks 

Tm great wit and judgement of Pantagruel was immediately 
after this made known unto all the world, by setting foith his 
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praises in print and putting upon recoid this late wondeilul 
proof he hath givesn thereof amongst the Rolls of the Crown, 
and Regi ters of the Palace in such sort that eveiy body began 
to sa}'^ that Solomon who by a probable guesse only without 
any further certainty, caused the childe to be delu ered*to its 
own mother shewedf never m his time such a Masteipiece of 
wisdom, as the good Pantagruel hath done , happy aie we 
therefore that have him in our Countiey And indeed they 
n ould ha\ e made him thereupon Master of the Requests, and 
President m the Coyit but he refused all very graciously 
thanking them for their offer for (i^tiid he) there is too much 
slavery m these offices and lery hardly can they be saved 
that do exeicise them consideimg the gieat coiruption liiat is 
amongst men which makes me beleeve, if the empty seats of 
Angels be not fil’d with other kind of people then those, we 
shall not have the final judgement these seven thousand sixty 
and seven jubilees yet to come, and so Cusanus will be 
deceived in his conjecture Remember that I have told you 
of it, and given you faire advertisement in time and place 
convenient 

But if you have any hogsheads of good wine I willing!} will 
accept of a present of that which they very heaitilj did do in 
sending him of the best that was in the City, and he drank 
leasonablv well but poor Panurge bibbed and bowsed of it 
most vilMnously for he was as diy as a red herring as lean as 
a rake and like a poor, lank slender cat walked gingerly as 
if he had tiod upon egges so that by some one being 
admonished, in the midst of his di aught of a laige deep bowle 
full of e ccllcnt Claret, with these words Fane and softly. 
Gossip you suck up as if you were mad I give thee to the 
dey il (said he) thou hast not found here thy litUe tiplmg sippei s 
of Pans that dunk no more then the little bud called § spink 
or chaffinch and ne\ ei take in their beak ful of hquour, till they 
be bobbed on the tailes after the manner of the sparrows 
O companion if I could mount up as well as I can get down, I 
had been long ere this above the spheie of the Moon with 
Empedocles But I cannot tell what a devil this meanes 
This v me IS so good and delicious that the more I drink thei cof, 
the more I am athiist , I beleeve that the shadow of my Master 
Pantagruel engendereth the altered and thirsty men, as the 
Moon doAh the catarres and defluMons , at which woid the 
company began to laugh which Pantagruel perceiving said, 
Panuige, What is that which moves you to laugh so ? Sir, 
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said he, I was telling them that these devilhsh Tmks are very 
unhappy in that t];iey never dunk one drop of wine, and that 
though theie were no other harme in all Mahomets Alcoian, 
yet for this one base point of abstinence from wine which 
theiein is commanded, I would not submit my self unto their 
law But now tell me, (said Pantagruel) how you escaped out 
of then hands By G — , Sir said Panurge I will not he to 
you in one woid 

The rascally Turks had broached me upon a spit all larded 
like a labbet (foi I was so diy and meagie, that otlieiwise, 
of my flesh they would have made but very bad meat) and m 
this manner began to lost me alive As they weie thus loasting 
me, I lecommended my self unto the divine grace having m my 
mmde the good St Lawrence and alwayes honed m God that 
he would deliver me out of this torment, which came to passe 
and that very stiangely foi as I did commit ray self with all 
my heait unto God, crying. Lord God help me Lord God, save 
me, Loid God tai^e me out of this paine and hellish toituie, 
wherein these traiteious dogs detain me for my sincerity in the 
maintenance of thy law the roster or turn spit fell asleep 
by the divine will or else by the veitue of some good Meicuiy 
who cunningly brought Aigus into a sleep for all his hundred 
eyes when I saw that he did no longer turne me in i casting, 
I looked upon him and perceived that he was fast asleep, then 
took I uj" in my teeth a fiiebrand by the end where it was not 
burnt, and cast it into the lap of my roaster, and anothei did I 
thiow as well as I could under a field couchc that was placed 
near to the chimney, wheiem i\as the straw bed of ray Master 
tuinspit , presently the file took hold m the straw, and from 
the straw to the bed and fiom the bed to the loft which was 
plunked and seeled with firre, after the faslyon of the foot of a 
lamp but the best was that the file which I had cast into 
the lap of my paultry roaster burnt all his groine and was 
beginning to seize upon his cullions, when he became sensible 
of the danger for his smelling was not so bad, but that he felt 
it sooner than he could have seen daylight then suddenly 
getting up and m a gieat amazement running to the window 
he cued out to the stieets as high as he could dal hawth, dal 
hai oth dal baroih which is as much to say as. Fire fire, fire 
incontinently turning about, he came streight towards me, to 
throw me quite into the fiie, and to that effect had already cut 
the ropes, wheiewith my hands were tied, and was undoing the 
cords from off my feet, when the Master of the house heaimg 
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him ciy, Fire, and smelling the smoke from the very street 
where he was walking with some other Bnashans and Musta 
phaes ran with all the speed he had to save what he could and 
to cafiy away his Jewels , yet such was his rage (before he could 
well resolve how to go about it,) that he caught the bioach 
wheieon I was spitted, and theiewith killed my roaster staik 
dead of which womid he died there for want of goveinment or 
othei-wise for he lan him m with the spit a little above the 
navel, towards the light flank, till he pierced the thud lappet 
of lus liver and the blow slanting upwards fiom the midiiffe 
or diaphragme through winch it had made penetration the spit 
passed athwait the pericardium, or capsule of his heart, and 
came out above at his shoulders betwixt the spordvls or tuining 
joints of the chine of the back, and the left homoplat, which we 
call the shoulder blade 

Tiue it IS, (for I -nill not he ) that, in drawing the spit out of 
my body, I fell to the giound near unto the Andiions, and so by 
the fall took some huit which indeed had been greater, but that 
the laidons, or little slices of bacon, wheiewith I was stuck 
kept off the blow Mj Baashaw then seeing the case to be 
desperate, his house burnt without remission, and all his goods 
lost, gave himselfe over unto all the devils in hell, calling upon 
some of them by then names Gringoth, Astaroth, Rappalus, 
and Gnbouilhs, nine several times, which when I saw, I had 
above six pence worth of feaie dreadmg that the devils would 
come even then to carry away this foole and seeing me so near 
him would perhaps snatch me up too I am already (thought I) 
halfe rosted, and my laidons wdl be the cause of my mischief 
for these devils are very lickoious of lardons, accoiding to the 
authority which you have of the Philosopher Jamblicus, and 
Murniault m the Apology of Bossutis, adulterated pro magist^os 
nostios but for my better security I made the signe of the 
Ciosse crying Hageos athanatos, ho iheos and none came 
at which my rogue Baashaw being very much aggrieved would 
m transpieicing his heait with my spit have 1 died himself 
and to that purpose had set it against his breast but it could 
not entei because it was not shaip enough , vheieupon I per 
ceiving that he was not like to work upon his body the effect 
nhich he intended although he did not spare all the force he 
had to thiust it foiwaid came up to him and said. Master 
Bugnno thou dost here but trifle away thy time, or rashly lose 
it for thou wdt never kill thy self thus as thou doest well 
thou mayesi hurt or bruise somewhat vithin thee, so as to make 
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thee languish all thy life time most pitifully amongst the hands 
of the Chiruigions , hut if thou wilt be counselled by me, I will 
kill thee clear out right so that thou shalt not so much as feel 
it and trust me, foi I have killed a great many othcis,.who 
hive found themselves very well after it Ha my friend said 
he, I piethee do so ^nd for thy paines I wdl give thee my Cod 
piece , take here it is, there are six hundred Seraphs in it, and 
some fine Diamonds and most excellent Rubies And vhere 
are they (said Epistemon ?) By St John (said Panurge) they 
are a good way hence, if they alnaje^ keep going but nhere 
IS the last yeaies snow ? this Mas the gieatest care that Villon 
the Paiisien Poet took Make an end (said Pantagiutl) 
that we may know how thou didst dresse thy Baashaw 
By the faith of an honest man (said Panurge) I do not he 
in one word I swadled him in a scurvie swathel binding, 
which I found lying theie half burnt, and with mv cords tied 
him royster like both hand and foot in such sort that he was 
not able to m mse , then past my spit thorough his throat, 
and hanged him thereon, fastening the end theieof at tno 
great hooks or cramp nons upon which they did hang their 
Halberds , and then kindlmg a faire fire under him did 
flame you up my Milourt as they use to do dry heinngs in a 
chimney with this, taking his budget, and a little javelin 
that was upon the foresaid hooks I ran away a faire gallop 
lake, and God he luiows how I did smell my shoulder of 
mutton 

When I was come down into the stieet I found every body 
come to put out the fire with store of water, and seeing me so 
halfe roasted, they did naturally pity my case, and threw all 
their water upon me, which by a most joyful refreshing of me, 
did'me veiy much good then did they pie^nt me with some 
victuals, but I could not eat much, because they gave me no 
thing to drink but water after then fashion Other hurt they did 
me none only one little villamous Tuikie knobbreasted rogue 
came thief teously to snatch away some of my lardons but I 
gave him such a stuidie thump and sound rap on the fingers 
with all the weight of my javelin, that he came no more the 
second time Shortly aftei this, there came towards me a 
pretty >oung Corinthian wench who brought me a box full of 
Conserves^ of round Mirabolan plums, called Emblicks, and 
looked upon my poor Robin with an e^e of great compassion, 
as it was flea bitten and pinked with the spaikles of the file 
from whence it came, for it reached no fuither in length, 
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(belee-vc me) then my knees , but note that this roasting cuied 
me entirely of i Sciatick, wheieunto I had been subjeet above 
seven yeaies before, upon that side, which my roaster, by 
falling asleep, suffered to be burnt 

uhilest they weie thus busie about me the fne 
triumphed, never ask How? foi it took hold on above tuo 
thou and houses, which one of them espying cued out saying 
By Haliooms belly, all the City is on fire and we do neverthe 
lesse stand gazing heie without offering to make any relief 
upon this ever> one ran to save his own , loi my pait, I tool my 
vay towards the gate ‘'When I was got upon the knap of a 
little hillock, not faire oft I turned me about as did Lots wife, 
and, looking back saw all the City burning in a faire fiie, 
vhereat I v a^, so glad that I had almost beshit my s-elfe foi 
]oy but God punished me well for it How ? said Pantagiuel 
Thus, said Panuige for vhen with plea^me I beheld this 
jolly file, jesting with my self, and saying, Ha I poor flies, ha 1 
poor mice you will have a bad winter of ft tins yeare, the fire 
IS in joui leeks, it is in youi bed straw, — out came moie then 
SIX, yea more then thiiteen hundred and eleven dogs gieat and 
small, altogether out of ttie town, flying away fiom the file at 
the fiist approach they ran all upon me, being carried on by the 
sent of my leacheious half loasted flesh, and had even then 
devoured me in a trice, if mv good Angel had not well inspired 
me with the instruction of a lemedy, very sovereign 'against the 
tooth ache And wheiefoie (said Pantagruel) wert thou 
afraid of the toothache or paine of the teeth ’ wert thou not 
cuied of thy rheumes ? By Palme Sunday (said Panurge) is 
theie any greater pain of the teeth, then when the dogs have 
you by the legs ? But on a sudden (as my good angel diiected 
me) I thought upon my laidons, and threw them into the midst 
of the field amongst them then did the dogs run, and fight 
with one anothei at fane teeth which should have the laidons 
by this means they left me, and I left them also bustling with, 
and hau-ing one another Thus did I escape frohek and lively, 
gi immeicie loastmeat and cookery 
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CHAPTER XV 

Eow Panurge shewed a very new Way to build the Walls of Pans 

Pantagruel one to refiesh himself of his study, went a 
walking towards St Marcels suburbs, to see the extravagancie 
of the Gobeline building and to taste of their spiced bread 
Panuige -was with him having alwayes a flaggon undei his 
go^vn and a good slice of a gammon of bacon, for without 
this he never went, sajing that it was as a Yeoman of the 
guard to him, to preserve his body from harme Other sword 
earned he none , and when Pantagruel would have given him 
one he answered, that he needed none, for that it would but 
heat his milt Yea, but (said Epistemon) if thou shouldest be 
set upon, how wouldest thou defend thy self ? With great 
buskinades oi brodlcm blowes, answered he, provided thuists 
wcie foibidden At their leturn. Panurge consideied the walls 
Df the City of Pans, and m deiision said ta Pantagruel See 
pvhat fane walls heie are ! O how strong they are, and, well 
itted to keep geese in a mue or coop to fatten them ! by my 
leaid they are competently scuivie for such a City as this is , 
dr a Cow v lih one fart would go near to overthrow above six 
dthoms of them O my friend (said Pantagruel) doest thou 
now what Agesilaus said, when he was asked. Why the great 
;ity of Lacedemon was not inclosed with walls ? Lo heie 
said he) the walls of the City, in shewing them the inhabitants 
nd Citizens thereof so strong so well armed, and so expert 
a military discipline , signifying thereby, that there is no wall 
lut of bones and that Towns and Cities cannot have a smer 
?all, nor better fortification, then the prowesse and vertue of 
235 




THE SECOND BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

the Citizens and Inhabitants , so is this Citj so strong by the 
great number of warlike people that are in it, that they caie 
not for making any o¥.her walls Besides, whosoevei would go 
about to wall it, as Strasbourg, Orleans, or Feriara, tiou'q finde 
it almost impossible, the cost and charges would be so excessive 
Yea, but (said Panurge) it is good, neveithelesse to have an 
out side of stone, when we aie invaded by our enemies, were it 
but to ask Who is below there ? As for the enoimous expence 
which you say would be needful for undertaking the great woik 
of walling this City about, if the Gei^tlemen of the Town will 
be pleased to give me a good rough cup of wine, I will shew them 
a pretty, strange and new way how they may build them good 
cheap How (said Pantagiuel ’) Do not speak of it tlien 
(answeied Panurge ) and I will tell it you I see that the sine 
q^uo nons, kallibistns, or contrapunctums of the women of this 
Countrey are better cheap then stones of them should the 
walls be built, ranging them in good symmetiie by the lules of 
Architecture, and placing the largest m the first ranks, then 
sloping downwards ridgewayes, like the back of an Asse The 
middle sized ones must be lani ed next, and last of all the least 
and smallest This done theie must oe a fine little inteilacing 
of them, like points of Diamonds as is to be seen in the gieat 
Tower of Bourges, with a like number of the nudinnudo’s, 
nilnisistando’s, and stiffe bracmaids, that dwell m amongst the 
claustial Codpieces What devil were able to oveithrow such 
walls ? there is no metal like it to resist blowes in so farre that 
if culveiin shot should come to grease upon it, you would incon 
tinently see distil from thence the blessed fiuit of the gieat pox, 
as small as raine beware in the name of the devils and hold 
off furthermore no thunderbolt or lightning would fall upon 
it fbr why ? they are all either blest oi constfciated I sec but 
one inconveniency in it Ho ho, ha, ha, ha > (said P.anta 
giuel ) and what is that ? It is, that the flics would be so 
hckorish of them, that j ou would wonder, and would quickly 
gather there together, and there leave their ordure and excie 
tions, and so all the woik would be spoiled But see how that 
would be lemedied they must be wiped and made iid of the 
flies with fane foxtailes or good gieat viedazes (which are 
asse pizzles) of Provence And to this purpose I will tell you 
(as we go to supper ) a brave example set down by Prater 
Lubinus libio de compotationibus mendicanhum in the time 
that the beasts did speak, which is not yet three dayes since 
A poor Lion, walking through the forrest of Bieure, and sajing 
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his own little piivate devotions, past under a tree where there 
was a roguish Collier gotten up to cut dAvn wood, who seeing 
the lion, cast his hatchet at him, and wo inded him enoimously 
in one of his legs whereupon the lion halting he so long toiled 
and turmoiled himself m loammg up and down the forrest to 
finde helpe, that at last he met with a Carpentei, who willingly 
look t upon his wound, cleansed it as well as he could and filled 
It with mosse, telling him that he must wipe his wound well, 
that the flies might not do their excrements m it, whilest he 
should go search for spme yariow of millefode commonl} 
called the Carpenters herbe The Lion, being thus healed, 
walked along in the foirest, at what time a sempiternous Clone 
ancf old Hag was pickmg up and gathering some sticks in the 
said foriest who seeing the lion coming towaids her, for feare 
fell down backwards m such sort that the winde blew up her 
gown, coats and smock even as fane as above her shoulders 
which the lion perceiving for pity ran to <see whether she had 
taken any hurt by the fml, and thereupon considering her how 
do j ou call it said, O poor woman, who hath thus wounded thee ? 
which v ords when he had spoken, he espied a fox whom he called 
to come to him, saying. Gossip Renard, hau hither, hither, and 
for cause when the fox was come, he said unto him, My gossip 
and friend, they have hurt this good woman here between the 
legs most villainously and there is a manifest colution of 
continuity see how gieat a wound it is even from the taile 
up to the navel, in measure foure nay full five handfuls and a 
half this IS the blow of an hatchet I doubt me it is on old 
wound, and therefore that the flies may not get into it, wipe it 
lustily well and hard I prethy, both withm and without 
thou hast a good taile, and long wipe, my fiiend, wige, I 
beseech thee, and m the mean while I will go get some mosse 
to put into it , for thus ought we to succour and help one 
another, wipe it hard thus my fiiend, wipe it well, for this 
wound must be often wiped otherwise the Party cannot be ah 
ease go to, wipe well, my little gossip, wipe, God hath 
furnished thee with a taile thou hast a long one, and of a 
bignesse proportionable wipe hard, and be not weary A good 
wiper, who in wiping continually, wipeth with his wipaid, 
by wasps shall never be wounded wipe my pietty minion, 
wipe, my little bulhe, I will not stay long Then went he to 
get store of mosse and when he was a little way off he ciicd 
out in speaking to the fox thus Wipe well still, gossip, wipe 
and let it never grieve thee to wipe well, my little gossip, I w ill 
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put thee into seivice to be wiper to Don Peclio de Cnstille, 
wipe only wipe, tnd ko moie The poor fox wiped as hard as 
he could, here and tll^ie within and without but the false 
pld trot did so fizzle and fist, that she stunk hi e a hundred 
devils which put the pool fox to a gieat deal of ill ease for he 
Juiew not to what side to turn himself, to escape the unsavoury 
pel fume of this old womans postern blasts, and whilest to that 
effect he was shifting hither and thither without luiowing how 
to shun the annoyance of those unwholesom gusts he saw that 
behinde there was yet another hole, mjt so great as that which 
he did wipe out of which came this filthy and infectious aire 
The Lion at last returned bnngmg with him of mosse inoie 
then eighteen packs would hold and began to put into the 
wound, with a staffe which he had provided for that purpose, 
and had already put m full sixteen packs and a half, at which 
he was amazed What a devil ? (said he) this wound is very 
deep, it would hold above two cart loads of mosse The fox 

f erceiving this, said unto the Lion, O gossip Lion, my friend 
pray thee, do not put in all thy mosse there keep somewhat, 
foi there is yet heie another little hole, that stinks like five 
hundred devils , I am almost choaked* with the smell thereof 
it IS so pestiferous and impoisomng 

Thus must these walls be kept fiom the flies, and wages 
allowed to some for wipmg of them Then said Pantagruel 
How dost thou know that the privy parts of women are at such 
a cheap rate ? foi m this City there are many vertuous, honest 
and chaste women besides the maids Et ubi prenus, said 
Panurge ? I will give you my opinion of it and that upon 
certain and assured knowledge I do not biag that I have 
bumbasted four hundred and seventeen, smce I came mto this 
Cityrthough It be but nine dayes ago but this very morning 
I met with a good fellow who in a wallet such as ^Esops “was, 
earned two little girles of two oi three yeares old at the most, 
one before and the other behmde he demanded almes of me, 
but I made him answer, that I had more cods then pence , 
afterwards I asked him Good man these two gules are they 
maids ? Brother, said he, I have carried them thus these two 
yeares, and m regard of her that is befoie whom I see continu 
ally, m my opinion she is a Virgin, neveithelesse I will not put 
my finger m the fire for it , as foi her that is behinde, doubtlesse 
I can say nothing Indeed (said Pantagruel) thou art a gentile 
companion, I will have thee to be appaielled in my livery, and 
therefore caused him to be clothed most gallantly according 
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to the fashion that then was, only that Panurge would have 
the Codpiece of his breeches three foot long, and m shape square, 
not round, which waa done, and was well worth the seeing 
Oftentimes was he wSnt to say that the world had not yet 
\no^vn the emolument and utility that is in wearing great 
Codpieces , but timq would one day teaeh it them as all things 
ha\ e been in\ ented m time God keep from huit (said he) the 
good fellow whose long Codpiece or Braguet hath saved his 
life God keep fiom hurt him, whose long Braguet hath been 
woith to him m one day one hundred threescore thousand and 
nine Crowns ! God keep from hurt him, who by his long 
Biaguet hath saved a whole City from dying by famine And 
by G — I will make a book of the commodity of long Braguets, 
when I shall have more leisure And mdeed he composed a 
faire gieat book with figures, but it is not pnnted as yet that 
I know of 


CHAPTEB XVI 

Ot the Qualities and Conditions oj Panurge 

Panuhge was of a middle stature, not too high nor too low, 
and had somewhat an Aquiline nose, made like the handle of a 
rasor he was at that time five and thirty years old or there 
abouts, fine to gild like a leaden dagger , for he was a notable 
cheater and cony catcher, he was a veiy gallant and proper 
man ^of his person, only that he was a little* leacherous, and 
naturally subject to a kinde of disease, which at that time they 
called lack of money it is an incomparable grief, yet, not 
withstanding he had three score and three tricks to come by it 
at his need, of which the most honourable and most ordinary 
was m manner of thieving secret puiloining and filching , for 
he was a wicked lewd rogue, a cosener drinker, royster, rover, 
and a very dissolute and debautch d fellow, if there were any m 
Pans otherwise, and in all matters else, the best and most 
vertuous nqpn in the world , and he was still contriving some 
plot, and devising mischief against the Serjeants and the watch 
At one time he assembled three or foure especial good 
hacksters and roarmg boyes, made them in the evening drink 
Q 341 
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hke Templers aftci wards ]ed them tdl they came under St 
Genevieve or about the Colledge of Navarre, and at the liome 
that the watch was coming up that w?# which he knew by 
putting hib swoid upon the pavement, -'nd his eaie by it, and^^ 
when he heaid his swoid shake, it was an infallible signe that 
the watch w as neai at that instant then he and his companions 
took a tumbiel or dung cait and gave it the biangle, hulling 
it with all their foice down the hill, and so oveitlirew all the 
poor watchmen like pigs, and then ran away upon the other 
side , foi m lesse then two dayes he knew all the streets, lanes 
and turnings in Paris, as well as his Beus det 

At another time he made in some faire place, where the said 
watch was to passe a traine of gun powder and, at the very 
instant that they went along set hie to it, and then made himself 
spoit to see what good giace they had in running away, thinking 
that St Antonies fiie had caught them by the legs As for the 
pool Masters of Aits he did persecute thgm above all otheis 
when he encountered with any of them upon the street he 
would not nevei fade to put some trick oi other upon them 
sometimes putting the bit of a fiied tmd in their graduate 
hoods At other timeS pinning on little fox tails, or haies 
eares behind them or some other such roguish prank One 
day that they were appointed all to meet m the fodder street, 
he made a Borbonesa tart, or filthy and slovenly compound 
made of store of garhck, of Assa fsetida, of Castoreum, of dogs 
turds very wann, which he steeped, temper’d and liquifl’d in 
the coriupt matter of pockie biles, and pestifeious botches, 
and, very early in the morning, therewith anomted all the 
pavement m such sort, that the devil could not have endured it 
which made all these good people theie to lay up their gorges, 
and vomit what was upon then stomachs before all the >^oild 
as 1^ they had fla\ ed the fox , and ten or twelve of them died 
of the plague fouiteen became lepers, eighteen grew lousie, 
and above seven and twenty had the pox but he did not care a 
button foi it He commonly earned a whip under his gowne 
wheiewith he whipt without remission the pages, whom he 
found carrying wine to their Masteis to make them mend their 
pace In his coat he had above six and twenty little fabs and 
pockets alwayes full, one with some lead water, and a little 
Isjiife as shaip as a glovers needle, wherewith he used to cut 
puises Another with some kinde of bitter stuffe, which he 
threw into the eyes of those he met another with clotburrs, 
penned with little geese or capons feathers, which he cast upon 
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the gowns and caps of honest people and often made them 
fane homes which Cj^ey wore about all the City, sometimes all 
then life Very oftan also upon the womens French hoods 
would he stich in the ftiind pait somewhat made m the shape 
of a mans member In another he had a gieat many little 
homes full of fleas and lice, which he borrowed from the 
beggars of St Innocent, and cast them TMth small canes or 
quills to mite ivith into the necks of the daintiest Gentle 
women that he could finde, yea e\ en m the Clmich, for he never 
seated himself above in the quire, but alwayes sate m the body 
of the Chinch amongst the women, both at JIasse, at Vespres 
and at Sermon In another , he used to have good storq of 
hooks and buclJes, wheiewith he would couple men and women 
together that sate in company close to one another, but espe 
cially those that wore gownes of crimson taffities, that when 
they were about to go aw av they might rent all their gownes 
In another, he had a squib furnished with tmder matches, 
stones to stake fire and all other tackling necessaiy for it 
in another, two or three bmning glasses, wheieivith he made 
both men and women sometimes mad, and m the Chuich put 
them quite out of countenance for he* said that theie was but 
an Antistiophe, or little moie diffeience then of a liteial inver 
Sion between a woman, folle a la messe and molle a la fesse 
that IS foolish at the Masse, and of a pliant buttock 

In another he had a good deal of needles and thiead 
wheiewith he did a thousand little deviliish pranks One tune 
at the entry of the Palace unto the great Hall wheie a certain 
giay Fiiar or Coideher was to say Masse to the Counsellors 
He did help to appaiel him, and put on his vestments but in the 
accoutiing of him he sowed on his alb suiplice or stole to his 
gowns and shut and then withdrew himself when the said 
Loids of the Court, or Counsellors came to heare the •said 
Masse , but when it came to the lie musa est, that the poor 
Frater wmuld have laid by his stole or surplice (as the fashion 
then was) he pluclved off withal both his frock and shirt which 
were well sowed together and therby stripping himself up to 
the very shoulders shewed his bel ledeie to all the world, 
together with his Don Cypriano, which was no small one, as 
you maj' imagine and the Friar still kept haling but so much 
the more djd he discover himself and la\ open his backpaits 
till one of the Loids of the Court said. How now, what’s the 
matter ? will this faue Father make us here an offering of his 
taile to kisse it ? nay, St Antonies fire kisse it for us From 
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thenceforth it was ordained that the poor fathers should never 
disrobe themsehes any more before thf world, but in their 
vestry room, or sextry as thev call it , especially in the presence 
of ^uomen, lest it should tempt them tot the sin of longing and 
disordinate desire The people then asked why it was the 
I riars had so long and laige gemtorie^ ? the said Panurge 
resolved the Probleme very neatly, saying, That which makes 
Asses to have such great eares, is that their dams did put no 
biggins on their heads, as Alliaco mentioneth m his suppositions 
by the like reason, that which makes the genitories or geneia 
tion tooles of those so iane Fraters so long is for that they 
weaie no bottomed breeches, and therefoie their jolly member, 
having no impediment, hangeth dangling at liberty, as farre 
as it can reach with a wigle wagle down to then knees as 
women carry their patinotie beads and the cause wherefore 
they have it so coirespondently gieat is, that in this constant 
wig wagging the humours of the body ^^scend into the said 
member for, accoiding to the Legists, Agitation and con 
tinual motion is cause of attraction 

Item, he had another pocket full of itching powder, called 
stone allum, whereof h^ would cast some into the backs of those 
women whom he judged to be most beautiful and stately, 
which did so ticklishly gall them, that some would stiip them 
selves in the open view of the world, and others dance like a 
cock upon hot embers or a drumstick on a taber otheis agam 
ran about the streets, and he would run after them to such as 
were m the stripping veme he would very civilly come to offer 
his attendance, and cover them with his cloak, like a courteous 
and very giacious man 

Item in another he had a little leather bottle full of old oile, 
wherewith, wheft he saw any man or woman in a rich new 
handsome suit, he would grease smutch and spoile all the 
best parts of it under colour and pretence of touching them, 
sa\ ing. This is good cloth, this is good sattm, good taffaties 
Madam, God give you all that your noble heart desireth , you 
have a new suit, pretty Sir , and you a new gown, sweet Misti is 
God give you joy of it, and maintain you m all prosperity ! 
and with this would lay his hand upon then shoulder, at which 
touch such a villamous spot was left behmde, so enormously 
engraven to perpetuity m the very soule, body anc^ reputation, 
that the devil himself could never have taken it away Then 
upon Ins depaiting, he would say. Madam, take heed you do 
not fall, for there is a filthy great hole before you, whereinto 
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t you put your foot you will quite spoile your selfe another 
le had all full of Eup^ lorbium, very finely pulverised In that 
louder did he lay ^ fane handkerchief curiously wrouglit, 
/Inch he had stollen from a pretty Seamstresse of the Palace, 
n takuig away a lowse from off her bosome, which he had put 
heie himself and when he came into the company of s me 
;ood Ladies, he would trifle them into a discourse of some line 
i orkmanship of bone lace, then immediately put his hand into 
hen bosome asking them. And this work, is it of Flanders, or 
if Hainault ? and theif drew out his* handkerchief and said 
lold, hold, look what work here is, it is of Foutignan or of 
fontarabia, and shaking it hard at their nose made them 
neeze foure homes without ceasing in the mean while he 
TOuld fart like a horse, and the women would laugh and say 
loiv now, do you fart, Panurge ? No, no. Madam (said he ) 
; do but tune my taile to the plain song of the Musiclw which 
’■ou make with youT nose In another he had a picklock a 
lellican, a cramp iron, a crook, and some other iron tooles, 
/herewith there was no door nor coffer which he would not 
lick open He had another full of liltle cups, wheiewith he 
ilajed very artificially, foi he had his fingers made to his hand, 
ike those of Minerva or Aiachne, and had heretofore cried 
rriacle And when he changed a teston, cardecu oi any other 
iiece of money, the changer had been more subtil then a fox, 
f Panurge had not at every time made five or six sols, (that 
s some SIX or seven pence ) vani h away invisibly, openly and 
nanifestly, without making any hurt or lesion, whereof the 
ihanger should have felt nothing but the winde 



IHE SECOND BOOK 01' DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 


/ 

CHAPTER XVII 

Ho 0 Panu 7 ge gained the Paidons and mained the old TVomen, 
and oj the Suit m Law winch he had at Pans 

One dn-y I found Panmge veiy mudh out of countenance, 
melancholick and silent, nhich made me suspect that he had 
novnoncy whereupon I said unto him Panuige you are sick, 
as I do veiy well pciccive by jour physiognomic, and I know 
the disease you have a flux m '^oiu puise , but take no caie 
I have yet seien pence half pennv that ncvei saw fathei noi 
mother which shall not be wanting no moie than the pox in 
youi necessity wheicunto he answered me Well well for 
money one day I shall have but too much , for I have a 
Philosophers stone, which attiacts money out of mens purses 
as the adamant doth non but will you go with me to gam the 
pardons, said he ’ Bv my faith (siid I) I anr no gieat pardon 
taker in this world , if I shall be any such in the other I caimot 
tell yet let us go m Gods name it is but one farthing more 
or lesse But (said he) lend me then a faithii g upon interest 
No no (said I) I will give it you freely, and from my heart 
Gi ales vobis dominos said he 

So we went along beginning at St Geivase and I got the 
pardons at the first bo\e only, for in these matters very little 
contenteth me then did I say my small suffrages and the 
prayers of St Bygid but he gained them at all the boxes, and 
alwa^es grae money to every one of the Pardoners from 
thence we went to our Ladies Chuich to St Johns, to St 
Antonies, and so to the other Churches where there was a 
banquet of pardons For my part, I gained no more of them 
but he at all the boxes kissed the relicks and gave at e\eiy 
one to be brief when we were letuircd he brought me to 
dunk at the Castle tavern, and there shewed me ten or twelve 
of his little bags full of money, at which I blest my self and 
made the SI gne of the Crosse saying AVheie have jou recovered 
so much money m so little time ’ unto which he answered me, 
that he had taken rt out of the basins of the pardons for in 
giving them the first farthing (said he) I put it in with such 
slight of hand and so dexterously, that it appeared to be a 
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three pence , thus with one hand I took three pence, nine 
pence or si\ pence eft the lenst and with the other as much, 
and so thorough all the Churches where we have been Yea, 
but ( aid I) you damntyour self like a snake, and are withal a 
thief and saciilegious person True (said he) in your opinion, 
but I am not of that mmde for the Pardoners do give me it, 
when they say unto me m presenting the rebel s to kisse, 
Centuplum accipies, that is, that for one penny I should take 
a bundled , for accipies is spoken accoiding to the manner of the 
Hebrewes who use the futuie tense ii\ stead of the imperative, 
as you have m the law, Diliges Domvnum, that is Dilige even 
so when the Pardon beaier sajes to me Centupluvi accipies, 
his meaning is Centuplim accipe and so doth Rabbi Kimy, 
and Rabbi Aben Ezra expound it, and all the Mhssoiets et ibi 
Baiiholus Moreover Pope Sixtus gave me fifteen bundled 
fiancks of yeaily pension (which m English money is a bundled 
and fifty pounds) uixin his Ecclesiastical revenues and treasure, 
for having cured him of a canckrous botch which did so toiment 
him, that he thought to have been a ciipple bj it all his life 
Thus I do pay my self at my owne hand (for otheiwise I get 
nothing) upon the said Ecclesiastical tieasure Ho my fiiend 
(said he) if thou didst know what advantage I made and how 
well I feathered my nest by the Popes bull of the Cioisade, thou 
wouldest wonder exceedingly It was woith to me above six 
thousand floiins (in English come six hundred pounds) and 
what a devil is become of them ? (said I) for of that money 
thou hast not one half penny They returned fiom whence 
they came (said he) they did no more but change their Master 
But I employed at least three thousand of them (that 
IS three hundred pounds English,) in marpnng not 3oung 
Virgins , for they finde but too many husbands, but great old 
sempiternous tiots, which had not so much as one tooth m their 
heads and that out of the consideration I had, that these 
good old w omen had very well spent the time of their youth in 
playing at the close buttock game to all commers, serving the 
foremost first, till no man would have any more dealing with 
them And by G — , I will have their skin coat shaken once 
yet befoie they die by this meanes, to one I gave a hundied 
florins, to another six score, to another three hundied accoid 
mg to that they were infamous, detestable and abominable , 
foi by how much the moie horrible and execiable they were, 
so much the more must I needs have given them otherwayes 
the devnl would not have jum’d them Presently I went to 
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some great and fat -woodporters or such like, and did my selfe 
make the match but before I did shew him the old Hags, I 
made a fane muste' to him of the Crownes, sajing Good 
fellow see what I will\give thee, if thou wilt but condescejid to 
dufle dinfrcdaille, or lecher it one good time then began the 
poor rogues to gape Jike old mules and I caused to be provided 
for them a banquet, w ith drink of the best and store of spicenes, 
to put the old women m rut and heat of lust To be short they 
occupied all like good soules onlj to those that were horribly 
ugly and ill favouied, I caused their head to be put within a 
bag to hide their face 

Besides all this, I have lost a good deal in suits of law 
And what lawsuits couldest thou have ? (said I) thou hast 
neither house nor lands My friend, (said he) the Gentlewomen 
of this City had found out, bv the instigation of the devil of 
hell a manner of high mounted bands, and neckerchiefs for 
women, which did sq cToselv cover their bosomes that men could 
no more put their hands under , for they had put the slit 
behinde, and those neckcloths weie wholly shut befoie, whereat 
the poor sad contemplative lovers were much discontented 
Upon a faire Tuesday I presented a Petition to the Court, 
making my self a Party against the said Gentlewomen, and 
shewing the great interest that I pretended therein, protestmg 
that by the same reason, I would cause the Codpeece of my 
bieeches to be sowed behinde, if the Court would not take oidei 
for it In summe, the Gentlewomen put m their defences, 
shewed the grounds they went upon, and constituted then 
Atturney for the piosecuting of the cause, but I pursued them 
so vigorously, that by a sentence of the Court it was decreed, 
those high neckclothes should be no longer woine, if they were 
not a little cleft and open before , but it cosfme a good summe 
of money I had another very filthy and beastly processe 
against the dung farmer (called master Fifi) and his Deputies, 
that they should no more reade privily the pipe, punchon, nor 
quart of sentences, but in faire full day and that m the fodder 
schools, in face of the Arrian Sophisteis, where I was ordamed 
to pay the charges, by reason of some clause mistaken in the 
relation of the Sisrjeant Another time I framed a complamt 
to the Court against the mules of the Presidents, Counsellois 
and othess, tending to this purpose, that when in the lower 
Court of the Palace they left them to champ on their bridles 
some bibs were made for them, that with their diivelling they 
might not spoile the pavement, to the end, that the Pages of 
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the Pahce might pKy upon it uith their ihcc oi nt Ihc L,inie 
of co\bod>, at tbeir oito ease Aiilhout sfioiling then bictclies 
at the knees and foi this I had a fane (hcict Inil i( cost nu 
deare Now reckon hat expence In as ilinhttk banquets 
which fiom day to day T made to the Pmas of the Pal u c nul 
to what end, said I ? My fiiend (said ht) thuii hast no jnsse 
time at all in this world I have moie then the King ind it 
thou wilt joyne thy self with me ue mil do the de\il together 
No, no (said I) by St Aduiias th it mil I not fri thou mil be 
hanged one time oi qnothci And tliou (sud he) mlt be 
mteiied sometime oi othei , now ulfich is most honouiable, 
the aire or the earth? IIo giosse pccoie, uhilcst the Pigcs 
aie at then banqueting, I keep then mules, and to some oiib I 
cut the stiiiup leathei of the mounting side till ith mg but b\ a 
thin strap oi thicad that uhen the gieat puffc guts of the 
Counsellor or some other hath taken his smng to get uji lie 
ma^ fall flat on his side like a pork and so furnish the S[icct rtoi s 
with moie then a hundred francks worth of laughtei But I 
laugh yet furthei, to think how at his home coming the tMaslei 
page IS to be whipt like gieen iic which mil es me not to rcjient 
what I have bestowed m feasting then? In biicf he had (as I 
said before) Ihreescoie and thiee wajes to acquiic monc> lint 
he had two bundled and fouiteen to spend it, besides his 
di inking 


CHAPTER NVIII 

How a gtea-f Scholar of England would havt aigued agai^isl 
Pantagjuel, and was overcome by Panin ge 

In that same time a certain learned man, named Thauinast, 
hearing the fame and renown of Pantagiuels mcomiiarable 
knowledge, came out of his own countrey of England v ith an 
intent only to see him, to try thereby, and prove, whether his 
knowledge in effect was so great as it was repoited to be In 
this resolution, being amved at Pans, he went forthwith unto 
the house pf the said Pantagruel, who was lodged m the Palace 
of St Denys and was then walking in the gaiden thereof with 
Panurge, philosophizing after the fashion of the Peripatetieks 
4t his fiist entiance he startled, and was almost out of his wits 
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for feare seeing him so great and so tall Then did he salute 
him courteously as the manner is and said unto him, Very true 
it IS (saith Plato the Prince of Philosophers ) that if the image 
and j^nowledge of wisdom were corporeali and visible to the eyes 
of moi tals it would stirre up all the world to admire her which 
we may the rather beleeve that the very bare report thereof 
scattered in the air if it happen to be received into the eares of 
men who for being studious, and lovers of vertuous things, 
are called Philosophers, doth not suffei them to sleep nor rest 
in quiet but so pricketh them up and ^ets them on fire to run 
unto the place where the ‘person is, in whom the said knowledge 
IS said to have built her Temple and uttered her Oracles, as it 
waB manifestly shewn unto us in the Queen of Sheba who came 
from the utmast holders of the East and Persian sea to see the 
Older of Solomons house and to heaie his wisdom in Ana 
charsis, who came out of Scythia, even unto Athens to see 
Solon in Pythagoras who ti avelled fai re tp visit the Memphiti 
cal Vaticmators , in Platon who went a great way off to see the 
Magicians of Egypt and Architus of Taientum , in Apollonius 
Tianeus, who went as farre as unto Mount Caucasus, passed 
along the Scythians, thb Massagetes, the Indians, and sailed 
over the gieat river Phison even to the Biachmans to see 
Iliarchas as hkewise unto Babylon, Chaldea Media, Assyiia, 
Parthia S^ia, Phoenicia, Arabia, Palestina and Alexandria 
even unto Althiopia to see the Gymnosophists the like examp] e 
have we of Titus Livius whom to see and heaie divers studious 
pel sons came to Rome, from the Confines of Fr ince and Spai ne , 
I dare not reckon my self in the number of those so excellent 
persons but well would be called studious and a lover not only 
of learning but of learned men also , and indeed having heard 
the report of yohr so inestimable knowledge, I have le^ my 
couivtiey, my friends, my kindred and my house and am come 
thus fane valuing at nothing the length of the way, the tedious 
nesse of the sea nor stiangencose of the land, and that only 
to see you and to conferre with you about some passages in 
Philosophy of Geomancie and of the Cabalistick Art , wheieof 
I am doubtful, and cannot satisfie my minde , which if you can 
resolve, I yield my self unto you for a slave henceforward, 
together with all my posterity for other gift have I none that 
I can esteem a recompence sufficient for so great a favour I 
will reduce them into wrriting and to morrow publish them to all 
the learned men in the City, that we may dispute pubhckly 
before them 
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But see in what manner, I mean that we shall dispute I 
will not aigue pro et contra, as do the sottish Sophisters of this 
town, and other places likewise I will not dispute after the 
manner of the Acao'pmicks by declamation , nor yet by 
numbers as Pythigoras was wont to do, and as Pious de la 
Miiandula did of late at Rome but I will dispute by signes 
only without speaking for the matters are so abstruse, hard 
and arduous, that words proceeding from the mouth of man 
will never be sufficient for unfolding of them to my liking 
May it therefore please your Magnificence to be theie, it shMl 
be at the great Hall of Navarre at seven o’clock in the morning 
When he had spoke these words, Pantagruel very honourably 
said unto him Sir of the giaces that God hath bestowed upon 
me, I would not deny to communicate unto any man to my 
power , for whatever comes from him is good, and his pleasure 
IS, that it should be increased, when we come amongst men 
worthy and fit to receive this celestial manna of honest 
literature in which number, because that m this time (as I do 
alieady very plainly perceive ) thou boldest the fiist rank I give 
thee notice, that at all houres thou shalt finde me ready to 
condescend to every one of thy requests, accoiding to my poor 
ability although I ought rather to learn of thee, then thou of 
me, but, as thou hast protested, we will conferre of these doubts 
together, and will seek out the resolution, even unto the bottom 
of that undrainable Well, where Heraclitus sayes the truth 
lies hidden and I do highly commend the manner of arguing 
which thou hast proposed, to wit by signes without speaking 
for by this means thou and I shall understand one another w ell 
enough and yet shall be free from this clapping of hands, 
which these blockish Sophisters make, when any of the Arguers 
hath'^otten the better of the Argument Notv to morrow I will 
not fade to meet thee at the place and houre that thou hast 
appointed but let me intreat thee, that theie be not any strife 
or uproare between us, and that we seek not the honour and 
applause of men, but the truth only to which Thaumast 
answeied, The Lord God maintain you in his favour and grace 
and instead of my thankfulnesse to you poure down his 
blessings upon you for that your Highnesse and magnificent 
greatnesse hath not disdained to descend to the grant of the 
request of my poor basenesse, so farewel till to moirow ! 
Farewel, said Pantagruel Gentlemen you that read this 
present discourse, think not that ever men were more elevated 
and transported in their thoughts, then all this night were both 
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Tln.um'ist and Pantngiuel , loi the said Thaiimast said to the 
Keepei of the house of Cluny -wheie he was lodged that in all 
his life he had never known himself so diy as he was that night 
I think (said he) tha^ Pantagiuel held me by the thioat 
Give order I pray you that Ave may have some dnnl , and see 
that some fresh wat^i be brought to us to gaigle my palat 
on the othei side Pantagiuel sti etched liis wits as high as he 
could entiing into veiy deep and serious meditations, and did 
nothing all that night but dote upon and tmn ovei the book of 
Beda de numens et Plotms book de inenari abilibus , 

the book of Proelus, de magia the book of Aitemidorus, 
irepL OvupoKpiriKm of AnaxagOlaS irepi Irjpeim , DinailUS Trepi. 
’Ai^a-rZv j the books of Philistion , Hipponax irepi Av£k<^q)vt(2v, 
and a rabble of others, so long, that Panm-ge said unto 
him, 

My Lord leave all these thoughts and go to bed , for I 
peiceive youi spiiits.to be so tioubled by a too intensive bend 
mg of them, that j ou may easily fall mto some Quotidian fever 
with this so excessive thmkmg and plodding but, havmg first 
drunk five and twenty or thiity good draughts, retiie your self 
and sleep your fill for m the morning 1 will aigue against and 
answer my master the Englishman, and if 1 diive him not 
ad metam non login then call me Knave Yea, but (said he) 
my friend Panuige, he is marvellously learned how wilt thou 
be able to ansAver him ? Very well, (answered Panurge) I 

E you talk no moie of it but let me alone is any man so 
led as the devils aie ? No, mdeed (said Pantagmel) 
without God s especial grace Yet for all that (said Panuige) 
I have aigued agamst them giavelled and blanked them m 
disputation and laid them so squat upon their tailes that I 
have made them look like Monkies therefoiS be assured, that 
to morroAV I will make this vain gloiious Englishman to skite 
vineger befoie all the woild So Panurge spent the night with 
tipling amongst the pages, and played away all the pomts of his 
bieeches at primus secundus, and at peck point, m Fiench 
called La Vergeite Yet when the condescended on time was 
come he failed not to conduct his Master Pantagruel to the 
appomted place, unto which (beleeve me) there was neither 
gieat noi small in Pans but came, thinking with themselves 
that this devilhsh Pantagmel, who had overthrown and 
vanquished m dispute all these dotmg fresh water Sophisters, 
would now get full payment and be tickled to some puipose 
for this Englishman is a tenible bustler and hoirible coyle 
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keeper We will see who will be Conquerour, for he never met 
wth his match before 

Thus all being assembled Thaumast stayed for them and 
then when Pantagruel and Panurge ^me into the hall, all 
the School bojes Professors of Arts, Senior Sophisteis, and 
Eatchelois began to clap their hands, as ^leir scurvie custome 
is But Pantigiud cried out with a loud voice, as if it had 
been the sound of a double cannon, sa> ing Peace, with a devil 
to you peace ! By God — you rogues if you trouble me here, 
I will cut off the heads of e\ cry one qt you at which words 
they remained all daunted and astonished, like so many ducks, 
and durst not do so much as cough, although they had swaJ 
loiA ed fifteen pounds of feathers ithal they grew so dry with 
this only voioe, that they laid out then tongues a full half foot 
beyond their mouthes, as if Pantagiuel had salted all their 
throats Then began Panurge to speak saying to the English 
man, Sii, are you come hither to dispyte contentiously m 
those Piopositions you have set down, or, otherwayes but to 
learn and know the tmth ? To which answered Thaumast, 
Sir no other thing biought me hither but the great desire I had 
to learn, and to laiow that of which I have doubted all my life 
long and have neither found book noi man able to content me 
m the resolution of those doubts which I have proposed 
and as for disputing contentiously, I will not do it, for it is too 
base a thing, and therefore leave it to those sottish Sophisters, 
who m their disputes do not search for the truth, but for con 
tiadiction only and debate Ihen said Panuige if I who am 
but a mean and inconsiderable disciple of my Master my lord 
Pantagruel content and satisfie you in all and every thing it 
were a thing below my said Master wherewith to tiouble him 
therefore is it fitter he be Chair man and sit as a Juilge and 
Moderator of our discourse and purpose and give jou satis 
faction in many things wherein perhaps I shall be wantmg to 
jour expectation Truly (said Thaumast) it is very well 
said begin then Now you must note that Panurge had set 
at the end of his long Codpiece a pretty tuft of red silk, as also 
of white, green and blew, and within it had put a faire orange 
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Lll CPTER XIX 

How Fanurge put to a Non plus the Englishman, that 
aigued by tugnes 

Every body then taking heed, and henkening -with great 
silence, the Englishman lift up on high into the aiie his two 
hands seveially, clunchmg in all the tops of his fingers together, 
after the manner, which, a la Chinornese, they call the hen’s 
arse, and stiuck the one hand on the other by the nailes foure 
seveial times then he, opening them, stiuck the one with the 
Hat of the other, till it yielded a clashing noise, and that only 
once again m joyning them as befoie he stmck twice and 
afterwards foure times in opening them then did he lay them 
]oyncd and extended the one towaids the other, as if he had 
been de\nutly to send up his piavers unto God Panurges 
suddenly lifted up m the aire his right hand, and put the thumb 
tliereof»into the nostril of the same side, holding his foure 
fingers streight out, and closed ordeily in a paiallel line to the 
point of his nose, shutting the left ej e wholly and making the 
otner wink with a profound depression of the ej e brows and 
eye lids Then lifted up he his left hand, with hard wringing 
dnd stretching forth his fouie fingers, and ele\ating his thumb 
ivhich he held m a line directly coriespondcnt to the situation 
of hib right hand with the distance of a cubit and a halfe 
between them This done, in the same foime he abased 
towaids the ground both the one and the othei hand Lastly, 
he held them in the midst, as aimii g right at the English mans 
nose And if Mei curie said the English man there Panuige 
II tcrrupted him, and said, You have spoken Mask 
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Then made the English man this sigue his left hand all open 
he lifted up into the aire then instantly shut his fist the fouie 
fingeis theieof and his thumb e-s-tendcd at length he jihccd 
upun the giistle of his nose piesentLy aftei, he lifted up his 
right hand all open, and all open abaseR and bent it do%\nivaids, 
putting the thumb thereof in the ^ery place wheie the little 
fingv .1 of the left hand did close in the fist, and the fou e light 
hand fingeis he softly mo\ed m the aiie then contiarily he 
did with the light hand what he had done with the left, and 
w ith the left what he had done w ith the i ight 

Paiiuige being not a whit amazed at tills drew out into the 
aire his iiismegist Codpiece avith the left hind and with his 
right drew foith a trunchion of a white o\c iib, and two pieces 
of wood of ti like foime, one of black eben, and the other of 
incai nation biasil and put them betwixt the fingeis of that 
hand in good symmetric then knocking them together made 
such a noise as the Lepers of Bntanie use to do with then 
clappering chekets jet better lesounding and fnre more 
haimonious and with Ins tongue contracted m his mouth did 
very meirdy warble it, alwayes looking fixedly upon the English 
man The Divines iPhysicians and Chiiuigions, that were 
there, thought that by this signe he would have inferred that 
the English man was a Lepei the Counsellors Lawyers and 
Decietalists conceived, that by doing this he would ha\e 
concluded some kinde of mortal felicity to consist in Leprosie, 
as the Lord maintained heretofore 

The English man for all this was nothing daunted but hold 
ing up his two hands in the aiie 1 ept them in such forme, that 
he closed the three master fingeis in his fist and passing his 
thumbs through his indical oi foremost and middle fingers his 
auiiculane or little fingas lemained extended and siietchcd 
out and so presented he them to Panuige then joyned he 
them so that the right thumb touched the left and the left 
little linger touched the right Hereat Panuige, without speak 
ing one word lift up his hands and made this signe 

He put the naile of the forefinger of his left hand to the naile 
of the thumb of the same, making in the middle of the distance 
as it w ere a buckle and of his right hand shut up all the fingeis 
into his fist, except the foiefingei, which he often thrust in and 
out through the said two others of the left hand tljen stretched 
he out the foiefinger, and middle finger oi medical of his right 
hand, holding them asunder as much as he could, and thrusting 
them towards Thauinast Then did he put the thumb of his 
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left hand upon the corner of his left eye, stretching out all his 
hand like the wing of a bird, or the finne of a fish, and moving 
it very daintily this way and that way he did as much vith 
his light hand upon the corner of his right eye Thariwiast 
began then to waxe somewhat pale and to tremble, and made 
him this signe 

With the middle finger of his right hand he struck against 
the muscle of the palme or pulp which is under the thumb 
then put he the forefinger of the right hand in the like buckle of 
the left but he put it under and no^ over, as Panuige did 
Then Pinuige knocked one hand against another and bloved 
in his pdme, and put again the foiehngci of his right hand into 
the overture or mouth of the left pulling it often m and out 
then held he out his chmne most intentively looking upon 
lhaumast The people there which undeistood nothing m the 
other signes, knew aci}. well what therein he demanded (v ithout 
speaking a word to lhaumast ) What do you mean by that ^ 
In effect, Thaumast then began to sweat great diops and 
seemed to all the Spectators a man strangely ravished in high 
contemplation Then he bethought hunsclf, and put all tlie 
nailes of his left hand against those of his right, opening his 
fingeis as if they had been seimciiclcs and with this signe lilt 
up his hands as high as he could Whereupon Panuige pie 
sently put the thumb of his right hand under his ]awes and 
the little finger thereof m the mouth of the left hand, and in this 
posture made his teeth to sound very melodiously, the upper 
against the lower With this Thaumast, with great toile 
and vexation of spirit losc up but m rising let a great bal cis 
fart, foi the bran came after, and, pissing withal very strong 
vineger stunk like all the devils in hell the, company began 
to stop'^theii noses for he had conskitcd himself with meer 
anguish and perplexity Then lifted he up his right hahd 
clunching it in such sort, that he biought the ends of all his 
fingers to meet tog^thei, and his left hand he laid flat upon his 
breast whereat Pannrge drew out his long Codpiece with his 
tuffe, and sti etched it foith a cubit and a half holding it m the 
aire with his light hand, and with his left took out his oiange 
and casting it up into the aiie seven times at the eight he hid 
it m the fist of his right hand holding it steadily up on high 
and then began to shake his faire Codpiece shew mg it to 
Thaumast 

After that Tliaumast began to puffe up his two checks hi e 
a player on a bagpipe, and blew as if he had been to pulfe up 
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a pigs bladder whereupon Panurge put one finger of his left 
hand m his nockandrow by some called St Patricks hole, and 
with his mouth suck’t in the aire, in such a manner as when one 
eata oysters in the shell or when we^up up our broth , this 
done, he opened his mouth somewhat and struck his right hand 
fiat upon it making therewith a gieat ajid a deep sound, as li 
it came from the superficies of the midiiffe through the tiachiar 
tere or pipe of the lungs, and this he did for sixteen times but 
Thaumast did alwayes keep blowing like a goose Then 
Panurge put the forefi^jger of his right hand into his mouth, 
pressing it very hard to the muscles thereof , then he diew it 
oiit and withal made a gieat noise, as when little boyes shoot 
pellets out of the pot canons made of the hollow stid^s of the 
branch of an aulder tree, and he did it nine times 

Then Thaumast cued out Ha my Masters, a great secret , 
with this he put m his hand up to the elbow , then drew out a 
dagger that he had, holding it by tlie point downwards 
whereat Panurge took his long Codpiece, and shook it as hard 
as he could against his thighes, then put his two hands intwined 
in manner of a combe^upon his head, laying out his tongue as 
tarre as he was able, and turning his e> es m his head like a goat 
that IS ready to die Ha, I undeistand (said Thaumast) but 
what ? making such a signe, that he put the haft of his dagger 
against his breast, and upon the point thereof the flat of his 
hand turning m a little the ends of his fingers whereat 
Panurge held do^vn his head on the left side and put his middle 
finger into his light eare holding up his thumb bolt upright , 
then he crost his two armes upon his bieast, and coughed five 
tunes, and at the fifth time he struck his right foot against the 
ground then 1« lift up his Iteft arme and closing all his fingers 
into his fist, helde his thumbe against his forehead, stnhthg with 
hi^ right hand six times against his breast But Thaumast, 
as not content therewith put the thumb of his left hand upon 
the top of his nose, shutting the rest of his said hand, whereupon 
Panurge set his two Master fingers upon each side of his mouth 
diawing it as much as he was able, and widening it so that he 
shewed all his teeth and with his two thumbs pluek’t down 
his two eye lids very low making therewith a very ill favour d 
countenance, as it seemed to the company 
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c’kAPTER XX 

How Thaumast relatcth the Vertues ana Knowledge of Panurge 

Then Thaumast rose up and, puttmg off his cap, did very 
kmdlj thank the said Pajiurge and witji a loud voice said unto 
all the people that were there My Lords Gentlemen and others 
at this time may I to some good purpose speak that evangehcjil 
word, Et ecce plus quam Salomon hic You have here m your 
presence an incomparable treasure that is, my Lord Panta 
gruel whose great renown hath brought me hithei, out of the 
very heart of England, to conferre with him about the msoluble 
problemes, both in l\higick, Alchymie the Caballe Geomancie 
Astrologie and Philosophic, which I had m my minde but at 
present I am angry, even with fame it self which I think was 
envious to him, for that it did not declare the thousandth part 
of the worth that indeed is in him You have seen how his 
disciple only hath satisfied me and hath told me more than I 
asked of him besides, he hath opened unto me and resolved 
other inestimable doubts, wheiein I can assure you he hath to 
me discovered the very true Well, Fountain, and Abysse of 
the Encyclopedia of learning , yea in such a sort, that I did 
not think I should ever have found a man that could have made 
his skill appear, m so much as the lust elements of that con 
cerning which we disputed by signes without speaking either 
word or half word But in fine, I will reduce into wntmg that 
which •v'*e have said and concluded that the woild may not talce 
them to be fooleries, and will thereafter cause them to be 
printed that every one may learn e as I have done Judge 
then what the master had been able to say seeing the disciple 
hath done so valiantly for. Non est discipulus super Magistrum 
Howsoever God be praised and I do very humbly thank you, 
for the honour that you have done us at this Act God reward 
you for it eternally the like thanks gave Pantagniel to all the 
company and going fiom thence, he carried Thaumast to 
dinner with him and beleeve that they drank as much as their 
si 1 s could hold, or, as the phiase is, with unbuttoned bellies 
(for in that age they made fast their bellies with buttons as we 
do now the colais of our doublets or jerkins,) even till they 
261 , 
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neither 1 new wheie the}- -neie noi ■\\hence the}? came Blessed 
Lady how they did caiouse it and pluck (as we say) at the 
kids leather and flaggons to tiot and they to toote Diaw 
gne (page) some wme heie, reach hitjuer fill with a de\il so 1 
Iheie 'Was not one but did dunk fine and twenty or thiit} 
pipes can you tell how ? even bicut tevia sine aqua foi the 
weither was hot and besides that they weie vciy diy In 
matter of the exposition of the Piopositions set down by 
Iheumast and the signification of the signes vliich they used 
in then disputation, L would have «et them down for you 
aecoiding to then own relation but I have been told that 
J haumast made a gieat book of it imprinted at London 
whciein he hath set dorvn all without omitting any thing and 
therefore at*this time I do passe by it 



CHAPTER XXI 

How Panuige was in Love with a Lady of Pai is 

Pa^nurge began to be in great reputation in the city of Pans, 
by'" means of this disputation, wherein he pi evaded against the 
English man and from thenceforth made his Codpiece to be 
verj useful to him, to which effect he had it pinked with pretty 
little Embroideries after the Romanesca fashion , and the 
world did praise him pubhckly, in so farre that there was a song 
made of him which little children did use to sing when they 
were to fetch mustard he was withal made welcome m all 
companies of Ladies and Gentlewomen so that at last he became 
presumptuous and went about to bring to his lure one of the 
greatest Ladies m the City and indeed leavmg a rabble of 
long prologues and protestations which ordinarily these dolent 
contemplative Lent lo-veis make, who never meddle with the 

2^3 
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flesh one day he said unto her, Madam it nould be a veiy 
great benefit to the Commonwealth delightful to \ ou, honoiu 
able to your progeny and necessaiy foi me that I cover vou 
for the propagating PY race and bcleeve it for evpeijence 
will teach it you the ndy at this void thrust him back above 
a bundled leagues s'jying You mi chievous foole is it for you 
to talk thus unto me ? whom do you think you have in hand ? 
be gone nevei to come in my sight ag mi foi if one thing wei e 
not I would have }mui legs and armes cut off Well (said he) 
that weie all one to me* to want both legs and armes, piovided 
vou and I had but one menv bout together at the brangle 
buttock game , for here w ithin is (in shewing her his long 
Codpiece) Master John Thursday, vho vill play you*^ch an 
Antick that you shall feel the sucetnesse thereof even to the 
very mairow of youi bones He is a gallant and doth so veil 
1 now how to finde out all the coineis, creeks and ingrained 
inmates m your cainal tiap that after him theie needs no 
broom, he I sweep so well befoie and leave nothing to his 
followeis to woik upon wheieunto the lady answered Go, 
villain go if you speak to me one such woid more I will ciy 
out, and make \ou to be knoclcd down with blowes Ha 
(said he) you are not so bad as you sa\ no or else I am deceived 
in youi physiognomie for sooner shall the earth mount up unto 
the Heavens and the highest Heavens descend unto the Hells, 
and all the course of nature be quite perverted, then that in so 
gieat beauty and neatnesse as in you is there should be one 
drop of gall or malice they say indeed, that haidly shall a 
man ever see a faire woman that is not also stubborn yet that 
IS spoke only of those vulgai beauties but yours is so evcellent, 
so singular, and so heavenly, that I beleeve nature hath given 
it yoiras a paragon, and master piece of her Art, to make us 
know what she can do, when she will imploy all her skill and all 
her powei There is nothing in you but honey, but sugai, 
but a sweet and celestial Manna to you it was to whom Pans 
ought to have adjudged the golden Apple, not to Venus, 
no nor to Juno nor to Miner va for ne\ er w as there so much 
magnificence in Juno, so much wisdom in klinerva, nor so much 
comelinesse in Venus, as theie is in you O heavenly gods and 
godesses ! how happy shall that man be to whom you will giant 
the favouft to erabiace her, to kisse her, and to rub his bacon 
with hers ? by G— that shall be I, I know it well , for she loves 
me alieady her belly full, I am suie of it and so was I pre 
destinated to it by the Fairies and theiefoie that we lose no 
'>61 , 
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time put on thrust out your garaons, and would have embraced 
hei but she made as if she would put out her head at the 
window, to call hei neighbouis for help Then Panurge on a 
sudden ran out, and in his running away, said, Madam, staj 
here till I come again I will go call them my self, do not you 
take so much panics thus i ent he away not much caiing for 
the lepulse he had got, nor made he any whit the worse cheer 
for it The next day he came to the Church at the time she 
went to Masse At the dooi he gave her some of the holy water 
ho wing himself very low before her, aftei wards he kneeled 
down by her very familiarly, and said unto hei. Madam, know 
th^t I am so amorous of you that I can neither pisse nor dung 
foi love I do not know (Lady,) what you mean but if I should 
tal e any liuir by it, how much you would be to blame ? Go 
said she go I do not care, let me alone to say my prayers I 
but (said he ) equivocate upon this , a beau mont le viconte or, 
to fane mount the pne cunts I cannot, said she It is said he, 
a beau con le tit motile or to a fane C the pr mounts 
and upon this pray to God to give you that which your noble 
heait desiieth, and I jiray jou give me these patenotres 
Take them (said she) and trouble me no longer this done, she 
would have taken off her patenotres which were made of a 
kinde of yellow stone called Cestrin, and adorned with great 
spots of gold, but Panurge nimbly drew out one of his knives 
wherewith he cut them o2 very handsomly, and, whilest he was 
going away to carry them to the Biokers, he said to her, Will 
you nave my knife ? No no said she But (said he) to the 
purpose I am at youi commandment, body an goods, tripes 
and bowels 

In the mean time, the Lad y v as not very well content with 
the want of her patenoties, for they were one of her ‘ftnple 
meni,s to keep her countenance by m the Church then thought 
with hei self, this bold flowting Rojster is some giddy, fan 
tastical light headed foole of a stiange countrey , I shall never 
recover my patenotres again, what tsiII my husband say, he will 
no doubt be angry with me but I will tell him, that a thief 
hath cut them olf from my hands in the Church, which he will 
easily beleeve seeing the end of the riban left at my girdle 
After dinner Panurge went to see her, carrying in his sleeve a 
great purse full of Palace crowns called counteis, and began to 
bay unto her. Which of us two lo\ eth other best, you me, or I 
vou ? v hereunto she answered As for me, I do not hate you , 
for os God commands I love all the world But to the purpose 
- *164 
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(said he) are not you in love with me ? I have (said she) told 
you so many times already that you should talk so no more to 
me, and if you speak of it again, I will teach you, that I am not 
one to be talked unto dishonestly get >ou hence packing 
and deliver me my paitenoties, that my husband may not ask 
me for them 

How now, (Madame) said he, your patenoties ? nay, by 
mine oath I will not do so but I will give you otheis had you 
rather have them of gold well enameled in great round knobs 
or after the manner of love knots or otherwise all massive, 
like great ingots or if you had rather have them of Ebene, of 
Jacinth or of grained gold with the marks of fine Turl^ises, 
or of faire Topazes, marked with fine Saphirs op^'tSfoaleu 
Rubies, with great marks of Diamonds of eight and twenty 
squaies ’ No, no, all this is too little , I know a faire bracelet 
of fine Emeralds, marked with spotted Ambergris, and at the 
buckle a Persian pearle as big as an Oiange it will not cost 
above five and twenty thousaid ducates, I will make you a 
present of it for I have leady come enough, and withal he 
made a noise with his counters as if^ they had been French 
Crownes * 

Will you have a piece of velvet, either of the violet coloui, 
or of crunson died in grame, or a piece of broached or crimson 
sattin ? will you have chaines gold tablets, rings ? You need 
no more but say, Yes, so farre as fiftj thousand ducates may 
reach it is but as nothing to me by the vertue of which words 
he made the water come in her mouth but she said unto him. 
No, I thank > ou, I will have nothing of jou By & — , said he, 
but I will have somewhat of you yet shall it be that which 
shall cost you nothing neither shall you have a jot the lesse, 
when'you have given it, hold (shewing his long Codpiece) this 
is Master John Goodfellow, that askes for lodging, and Vith 
that would have embraced her but she began to cry out, j et 
not very loud Then Panurge put off his counterfeit garb 
changed his false visage, and said unto hei, You will not then 
otherwayes let me do a little ? a turd for you. You do not 
deserve so much good, nor so much honour but by G — , 1 
will make the dogs ride you , and with this he ran away as fast 
as he could, for feare of blowes, wWeof he was natuially 
fearful 
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CHAPTER XXll 

Ilow Pavmge saved a Panstan Lady a Puck tl at ylcasid 
her not vet tj well 

Now you must note that- the next day was the gieat festival 
of Corpus Chiisti, called the Sacie a^heiein all women put on 
thear h€S;^appatel, and on that day the said Lady was cloathed 
in a rich goavij of crimson sattin, under aahich she wore a veiy 
costly white velvet petticoat 

The day of the Eve (called the vigile) Panurge searched so 
long of one side and anothei that he found a hot or salt bitch 
which when he had tied hei with his giidle ht led to his chambei, 
and fed her very well all that day and night In the moining 
thereafter he killed her and took that p irt of hei which the 
Oieek geomanciers know, and cut it mto several small pieces, 
as small as he could then cairyingita-wayascloseasmightbe, 
he went to the place vheie the Lady was to come along to 
follow the Procession as the custome is upon the said holy day , 
and when she came in, Panuige sprinkled some holy watei on 
her, saluting her very couiteously then a little while after she 
had said her petty devotions, he sate dovn close by hei upon 
the same bench and gave hei this roundlay m wilting m 
manner as followeth 


A ROUNDLAY 

For this one time that I to you my love 
Discovered, you did too cruel prove 
To send me pad mg, hoplesse and so soon, 
Who never any wrong to you had done 
In any kinde of action, word or thought 
So that, if my suit hi ’d you not, you ought 
T ha\e spoke more ci\illy, and to this sense. 
My friend, be pleased to depart from thence, 
For this one time 

What hurt do I wisn jou to remark 
With favour and compassion how a spark 
. 266 



IHE SECOND BOOK OF DR FRANCIS R\BELAI^ 

Of 5 our great beauty hath inflam d my heart 
With deep afiection, and that for my part, 

I only ask that you with me would dance 

The brangle gay in feats of dalliance, ^ 

V For this one time 

And as she was opening this paper to see what it was, 
’anuige aeiy promptly and lightly scattered the diug that he 
.ad upon her in dn eis places but especially in the plaits of her 
Iceves and of her gow pe then said he unto her Madam the 
loor lovers aie not alwayes at ease as foi me I hope that 
hose heavy nights those paines and tioubles which I^ijei 
01 love of you shall be a deduction to me of so muairfSme in 
’uigatoiy yet at the least pray to God to give me patienoe in 
ny misery Panuige had no soonei s))oke this but all the 
logs that were in the Chuich came running to this Lady with 
he smell of the diugs that he had strowed upon her, both small 
ind great big and little, all came laying out their member 
melling to her, and pissing every where upon her it was the 
;reatest villainy in the world Panui^e made the fashion of 
[living them away then took his leave of her and withdicw 
iimself into some Chappel or Oratoiy of the said Chuich to see 
he spoit , for these villainous dogs did compisse all her 
labiliaments and left none of her attire unbesprinkled with 
heir staling in so much that a tall giey hound pist upon hei 
lead, others in her sleeves others on her cruppei piece and the 
ittle ones pissed upon her pataines , so that all the women that 
\ere round about her had much ado to sa\e hei Whereat 
?anurge very heartily laughing he said to one of the Lords of 
he City, I beleeve that same Rady is hot jyr else that some 
jrey h'Sund hath covered her lately And when he saw th it 
ill the dogs were flocking about her, yarring at the retaidihei t 
)f their accesse to her, and e\ery way keeping such a coa'e 
vitli her as they are wont to do about a proud oi salt bitch, he 
brthwith depaited from thence and went to call Pantagiuel 
lot forgetting m his way alongst the streets thorough which 
le went, where he found any dogs to give them a bang with 
us foot saying Will you not go with your fellowes to the 
vedding ? Away, hence, avant, aaant, with a devil avant ! 
knd being come home he said to Pantagruel, Master, I prav 
mu come and see all the dogs of the countrey, how they are 
issembled about a Lady the fairest m the City and would dufle 
ind line her whereunto Pantagiuel willingly condescended 
*67 • , 



lur SECOND BOOK OF DB FRANCIS lUBELAIS 

and sa-\v the mystery which he found very pretty and strange 
But the best was at the Piocessioii, in which were seen above 
siv hundred thousand and fourteen dogs about her, which did 
very much trouble and molest her, and whithersoever she past, 
those dogs that came afresh tracing he' footsteps, followed her 
at the heeles and pist m the way where her gown had touched 
All the woild stood gazing at this spectacle, considermg the 
countenance of those dogs who leaping up got about her neck, 
and spoiled all her gorgeous accoutrements for the which she 
could finde no remedy, but to retire unto her house, which was 
a Palace Thither she w'ent and the dogs after her , she ran 
to Jude her self but the Chamber maids could not abstame from 
laughing When she was entered into the house and had shut 
the door updli her self, all the dogs came running, of half a 
league round, and did so well bepisse the gate of her house 
that there they made a stream with their urme, wherein a duck 
might have very well swimmed and it is the same current that 
nowr runs at St Victor m which Gobelin dieth scarlet for the 
specifical vertue of these pisse dogs as our master Doiibus 
did heretofore preach publickly So may God help you a 
mill V ould hav e ground come with it , yet not so much as those 
of Basacle at Toulouse 


CHAPTER XXin 

Iloja Pantaoruel defatted from Pans, heanng Nerves, that the 
Dipsodes had invaded the Land of the Amaurnts and the 
Cause wherefore the Leagues are so short in luance^ 

A LITTLE while after Paiitagmel heard newes that his father 
Gargantua had been translated into the land of the Fames by 
fllorgue as heietofore were Oger and Aithur, as also, that, the 
report of his tianslation being spread abroad, the Dipsodes had 
issued out beyond their borders, with mrodes had wasted a 
great part of Utopia and at that very time had besieged the 
great City of the Amaurots whereupon departing fiom Pans 
without bidding any man farewel, for the businesse required 
diligence, he came to Rowen 

Now Pantagruel in his journey seeing that the leagues of 
that little territory about Pans cdled France were very short 
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1 regard of those of other Countreys demanded the cause and 
eason of it from Panurge, who told him a story which Marotus 
f the Lac Monachus, set down in the acts of the Kings of 
;anarre, saving, that in old times Countieys were not dis 
inguished into leagues^miles furlongs nor parasanges until 
hat king Pharamond divided them, which was done in manner 
,s followeth The said King chose at Pans a hundred faire, 
:allant lustie briske young men, all resolute and bold 
dventurers in Cupids duels together with a hundted comely, 
iretty, handsome, lovely and well complexioned wenches of 
hcardie, all which he caused to be wefl entertained and highly 
ed for the space of eight dayes then, ha\ ing called for them, 
le delivered to e\ ery one of the young men his wench^jjjHifelrtldbe 
if money to defray their charges, and this injunction besides 
0 go unto divers places here and there, and wheresoevex they 
hould biscot and thrum their wenches, that they setting a 
tone there, it should be accounted a league , thus went away 
hose brave fellowes and spiightly blades most meiiily and 
lecause they were fresh and had been at lest thev very often 
um’d and fanfreluched almost at every fields end and this is 
he cause why the leagues about Pans ‘are so shoit , but when 
hey had gone a great way, and vere now as weary as poor 
[evils, all the oilc in their lamps being almost spent they did 
lot chinke and dufle so often, but contented themselves (I 
nean for the men’s part ) with one scurvie paultiy bout in a 
lay, and this is that, which makes the leagues in Biitanj 
Delanes, Germany, and other more remote Countreys so long 
ither men give other reasons for it, but this seems to me of 
ill other the best To which Pantagiuel willingly adhered 
Parting from Rouen, they an wed at Honfleur, where the^ 
;ook sliipping, Pantagiuel, Panuige, EpisCemon, Eusthenes 
md Carpalm 

In which place waiting foi a faiouiable winde and caulking 
;heir ship, he received fiom a Lady of Pans, which he had 
'ormerly kept, and entertained a good long time a letter 
lirected on the out side thus, To the best beloved of the faire 
rt omen, and least loyal of the valiant men P N T G R L 
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CHAPTER NXTV 

A Leiiei ivhich a Messenger h) ought to Pantagiuel jiom a Lady 
oj Pay IS together ivith the Exposition of a Paste, written in 
a gold Ring 

When Pantagmel had read the superscription, he was much 
amazed and therefoie demanded of the said messenger the 
name of her that had sent it then opened he the letter and 
fdhma'*<»thing written in it, nor otherwayes inclosed but only a 
gold ling with a squaie table diamond Wondering at this 
he called Panurge to him and shewed him the case whereupon 
Panurge told him that the leafe of paper was written uiion but 
with such cunning and artifice that no man could see the writ 
ing at the first sight theiefore to finde it out he set it by the 
file to see if it was made with Sal AramoniacV soaked m watei , 
then put he it into the water, to see if the letter was wiitten 
with the ]uice of lith-vnnalle after that he held it up against 
the candle, to see if it was written with the ]uice of white 
onions 

Then he rubbed one part of it with oile of nuts, to see if it 
were not wiitten with the lee of a fig tree and another part of 
it with the milk of a woman giving suck to her eldest daughter 
to see if it was iMitten with the blood of red toads, or green 
earth frogs Afterwards he rubbed one comer with the ashes 
of a Swallowes nest, to see if it weie not written with the dew 
that is found within the hei<b Alcakengie called the winter 
cherry He rubbed after that one end with eare w ax? to see 
if i> were not written with the gall of a Raven then did he 
dip it into vinegar to tiy if it was not wiitten with the ]uice 
of the garden Spurge After that he greased it with the fat of 
a bat or fiittei mouse, to see if it was not written with the speini 
of a whale which some call ambergris Then put it vei;y fairly 
into a basin full of fiesh water and forthwith took it out, to 
see whether it were written avith stone allum But after all 
expeiiments when he percen ed that he could finde out nothing 
he called the messenger and asked him Good fellow, the lady 
that sent thee hither did she not give thee a staffe to bung with 
thee ? thinking that it had been according to the conceit 
whereof Aulus Gellius maketh mention, and the messenger 
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answered him No Sii Then Panurge would have caused his 
head to be shaven, to see whether the Lady had written upon 
his bald pate, with the hard he whereof sope rs made, that whicli 
she meant , but perceiving that his hair was very long he 
foiboie consideiing th%.t it could not have groivn to so gieat 
a length m so short a time 

Then he said to iPantagiuel, Master, by the veitue of G — 
I cannot tell what to do nor say in it , foi to know whether 
thcie be any thing wiitten upon this or no, I have made use ol 
a good pait of that which Master Fiancisco di Nianto the 
luscan sets down who hath wiitteti the manner of leading 
letters that do not appear that which Zoioastes published, 
Pai gyammaton acnton , and Calphuinius Bas&u_g^dt*^/?H5 
illegihihhu’f but I can see nothing nor do I heleS\e that thcie 
IS anj thing else in it then the Ring let us therefore look 
upon It Inch when they had done they found this m 
Ilebieav written w;thin, Lamach sahalham wheieupon they 
called Epistemon and asked him what that meant? To 
which he answered that they were Hebiew words signifjing 
IVheieloie hast thou forsaken me? upon that Panuige sud 
dcnly replied I know the na-vsteiy dd aou see this diamond 
it IS a false one this then is the exposition of that avhich the 
Lady meanes Diamant jaux, that is false loa^ei, why hast thou 
foisal en me ’ avhich interpretation Pautagiuc! jnesentla under 
stood and withal remembering that at his departure he had 
not bid the Lady fareavel he was very soiay and would fame 
have returned to Paris, to make his peace avith her but 
Epistemon put him in mmde of iLneas s departure from Dido, 
and the saying of Heraclitus of Taientum That the ship being 
at anchor aalien need lequirethf we must cut the cable rather 
then l*se time about untying of it, and that Tie should lay aside 
all other thoughts, to succour the City of his Nativity which 
n as then m danger and indeed within an home after that the 
uinde arose at the north north w est whereaaith they horsed 
saile, and put out even into the maine sea so that within few 
dayes passing by Poito Sancto and by the M aderas, they w eiit 
ashore in the Canane islands parting fiom thence they 
passed by Capobianco, by Senege, by Capoierde by Gamble 
by Sagres by Melli by the Cap di Buona Speranza, and set 
ashore ngome in the Kingdom of Melinda parting fiom thence 
they sailed away with a tramontan or northerly winde, passing 
bv Meden, by Uti by Uden, by Gelusim by the isles of the 
Fames, and alongst the Kingdom of Achone, till at last thej 
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arrived at the port of Utopia distant from the city of the 
Amauiots three leagues and somewhat more 

When they weie ashore, and pretty well refreshed, Panta 
gruel said, Gentlemen the City is not farre fiom hence, there 
fore were it not amisse before we set forward, to advisd* well 
what IS to be done that -^e be not like the Athenians who ne\ er 
took counsel until after the fact Are you resolved to live 
and die with me ? Yes, Sir, said they all and be as confident 
of us, as of your own fingers Well (said he) there is but one 
thing that keeps my minde in great doubt and suspense which 
IS this, that I know not m what order nor of what number 
the enemie is, that layeth siege to the City for if I were ceitam 
of that, I should go forward and set on with the better a~,air*- 
ance Let us therefore consult together, and bCchink our 
selves by what meanes we may come to this intelligence 
whereunto they all said. Let us go thither and see, and stay 
you here for us, for this very day, without further respite 
do we make account to bring you a certain report thereof 

My sdf (said Panurge) will undertake to enter into then 
camp, withm the very midst of their guards unespied by their 
watch, and merrily feast and lecher it»at their cost without 
bemg Icnown of any to see the Aitilkry and the Tents of all the 
Captaines and thrust my self in with a giave and magiiifick 
carnage, amongst all their troopes and companies, without 
being discovered , the deviU would not be able to peck me 
out with all his ciicumventions for I am of the race of 
Zopyrus 

And I (said Epistemon) know all the plots and stratagems 
of the valiant Captaines and warlike Champions of former 
ages together with all the tucks and subtilties of the Art of 
warre I will go, and though I be detected* and revealed, I 
will escape by makmg them beleeve of you whatever I pleg,se, 
for I am of the race of Sinon 

I (said Eusthenes) will enter and set upon them in their 
trenches in spight of their Centries, and all their guards for 
I will tread upon their bellies and break their legs and armes, 
yea though they were every whit as strong as the devil himself , 
for I am of the race of Hercules 

And I (said Caipahn) will get in there if the birds can enter 
for I am so nimble of body, and light withal, that I shall have 
leaped over their trenches and lan clean through all their camp 
before that they perceive me , neither do I feaie shot, nor 
arrow, noi hoise, how swift soever, were he the Pegasus of 
s 373 ^ 
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Persee or Pacolet, being assured that I shall be able to malvc a 
safe and sound escape before them all without any hurt I 
will undertake to walk upon the eares of come or gi i^sl in the 
meddows, without making either of them do so much as bow 
und6r me , for I am of the race of Camilla the Amazone 



CHAPTER XXV 

How Pamrge, Catfalin, Eusihenes, and Eptstemon (the Gentle 
men Attendants of Pantagruel ) vanquished and discomfitted 
SIX hundred and threescore Horsemen very cunningly 

As he was speaking this they perceived six hundred and three 
score light horsemen, gallant^ mounted, who made an outiode 
thither, to see what ship it was that was newly ariived m the 
hftfbour, and came m a full gallop to take them if theyTiad been 
able Then said Pantagruel, My Lads retire >our selves unto 
the ship, here are some of our enemies coming apace, but I will 
kill them here before you like beasts although they were ten 
times so many , in the meane time withdiaw your selves and 
take your sport at it Then answered Panurge, No, Sir, there 
is no reason that you should do so, but on the contrary retire 
you unto the ship, both you and the rest for I alone will here 
discomfit them , but we must not linger come, set forward , 
whereunto the others said It is well advised, Sir, withdraw 
your self and we will help Panurge here, so shall you know what 
we are able to do Tlien said Pantagruel, Well, I am content, 
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Lut if that you be too u eak, I ill not faile to come to > oui 
assistance With this Panurge took two gieat cables of the 
ship and tied them to the kemstock or capstane which was 
on the deck towards the hatches and fastened them in the 
ground, makmg a long circuit, the one further off the other 
withm that Ihen said he to Epistemon Go aboard the ship, 
and, when I give you h call, turn about the capstane upon the 
oilop diligently, di awing unto you the two cable ropes and 
said to Eusthenes, and to Carpalin, My bullies, stay you here, 
and offer youi selves freely to > our enemies do as they bid you, 
and make as if you woulU j leld unto *hem, but take heed j ou 
come not within the eompasse of the ropes lie sure to keep your 
selves free of them , and presently he went aboard the ship", 
and took a bundle of straw and a barrel of ghn powder 
stiowed it round about the eompasse of the cordes, and stood 
by with a brand of fire or match lighted in his hand Presently 
dame the horsemen with great fury and the foremost ran almost 
home to the ship, and by reason of the slipperinesse of the bank, 
they fell, they and theu horses, to the number of foure and 
fourty, which the rest seemg came on, thinking that resistance 
had been made them at then arrival ®ut Panurge said unto 
them, My Masters I beleeve that you have hurt your selves, I 

K you pardon us, for it is not our fault, but the slippermesse 
e sea water that is alwayes flowmg we submit our selves 
to your good pleasuie so said likewise his two other fell owes 
and Epistemon that was upon the deck , m the mean time 
Panurge withdrew him selfe and seeing that they were all 
withm the eompasse of the cables, and that his two companions 
were retired, making room for all those horses which came in a 
croud thronging upon the neck of one another to see the ship, 
and such as weie in it, cried out on a suddfin to Epistemon, 
Draw, draw then began Epistemon to winde about the 
capstane, by doing whereof the two cables so intangled and 
impestered the legs of the horses, that they were all of them 
thrown doivn to the ground easily, together with their Rideis 
but they seeing that, drew their swoids and would have cut 
them whereupon Panurge set fire to the trame, and there 
burnt them up all like damned souls both men and horses 
not one escaping save one alone who being mounted on a 
fleet lurkie couiser, by meere speed in flight got himself out 
of the circle of the ropes , but when Carpalm perceived him, 
he ran after him with such mmblenesse and celerity, that he 
o i^ertook him m lesse then a hundred paces , then leaping close 
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behmdc him upon the ciupper of his horse clasped him m his 
armes, and brought him back to the ship 

This exploit being ended Pantagiuel was verj. jovial, and 
wondiously commended the industry of these Gentlemen, 
whom he called his fellow souldieis and made them leliesh 
themselves and feed well and memly upon the sea shore, and 
dunk heartily with their bellies upon the ground and their 
piisoner with them whom they admitted to that familiarity 
only that the poor devil was somewhat afraid that Pantagiuel 
would have eaten him up whole which considering the wide 
nesse of his mouth, and capacity of his thioat was no gieat 
matter for him to have done , for he could have done it easily 
you would eate a small comfit he shewing no more m his 
throat, tK^ would a giaine of millet seed in the mouth of an 
Asse 


CHAPTER XXVI 

How Pantagruel and hts Company were weary in eating still 
salt Meats and how Carpalin went a hunting to have some 
Venison 

Thus as they talked and chatted together, Carpalm said. And 
by the belly of St Quenet shal we never eat any venison ? 
this salt meat makes me horribly diy, I will go fetch you a 
quarter of one of those hoises which we have burnt it is well 
roasted already as he was rismg up to go about it he perceived 
under the side of a wood a f^ great loe buck, which was come 
out of his Fort (as I conceive) at the sight of Panuijge’s fiie 
hun did he puisue and lun aftei with as much vigour and swift 
nesse, as if it had been a bolt out of a Crossbove and caught 
hun m a moment , and whdest he was m his comse he with his 
hands took m the aire foure gieat bustaids, seven bitterns, six 
and twenty gray parti idges, two and thirty red legged ones, 
sixteen pheasants nine woodcocks, nmeteen herons, two and 
thiity coushots and img doves , and with his feet killed ten 
or twelve hares and rabbets, which were then at relief, and 
pretty big withal, eighteen rayles m a knot together, with 
fifteen young wilde boares, two little Severs, and three great 
foxes so strikmg the kid with his fauchion athwait the head 
he killed him, and bearmg him on his back, he m his return took 
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up his hares rayls, and young wild boares and as far off as he 
could be heard, cried out and said Panuige my friend vinegei, 
vmeger then the good Pantagiuel thinking he had fainted, 
commanded them to provide him some vmeger , but Panurge 
knew well that there wo^s some good piey m hands and loith 
with shewed unto noble Pantagiuel, how he was bearing upon 
his back a faire roe bilck and all his giidle bordered w ith haies , 
then immediately did Epistemon make m the name of the nine 
Muses, nine antick wooden spits Eusthenes did help to flay, 
and Panurge placed two great cuirasier saddles in such soit that 
they served for AndiionS, and making»their prisoner to be their 
Cook, they roasted their venison by the fire, wherein the horse 
men were burnt and making great chear with a good dQl 
of vmeger the devil a one of them did forbear froni ms victuals, 
it was a triumphant and incomparable spectacle to see how 
they ravened and devoured Then said Pantagruel, Would 
to God, eveiy one of you had two paires of little Anthem or 
Sacring bells hanging at your ehm and that I had at mine the 
great clocks of Renes, of Poitiers of Tours, and of Cambray, to 
see what a peale they would iing with the wagging of our chaps , 
But, said Panuige, it weie better we thought a little upon our 
busmesse and by what meanes we might get the upper hand of 
oui enemies That is well lemembered, said Pantagruel 
therefore spoke he thus to the piisoner My friend, tell us here 
the truth and do not he to us at all, if thou wouldest not be 
flayed alive, foi it is I that eate the little children relate unto 
us at full the oidei, the number and the strength of the Army 
to which the prisoner answered, Sir, know for a tiuth that in the 
army there aie three hundred giants, all armed with armour of 
proof and wonderful gieat neverthelesse not fully so great 
dS you ,except one that is their head, named Loup garou, who 
is armed from head to foot with Cyclopical anvils further- 
more, one hundred threescore and three thousand foot, all 
aimed with the skins of liobgoblms, strong and valiant men , 
eleven thousand foure bundled men at aimes or cuiiasiers 
three thousand six hundred double cannons, and harquebusiers 
without number fourscore and fourteen thousand Pioneers , 
one hundred and fifty thousand whores, faire like goddesses 
(that IS for me, said Panurge,) whereof some are Amazons, some 
Lionnoises,^ others Parisiennes Taurangelles, Angevines, Poicte 
vines, Normandes and high Dutch, there are of them of all 
Countreys, and all languages 

Yea, but (said Pantagiuel) is the King there ? Yes Sir, 
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(said the prisoner) he is there in person, and v,e call him 
Anarchus, King of the Dipsodes, which is as much to say as 
thnsty people for you never saw men more thirsty, nor more 
willing to dunk, and his tent is guarded by the Giants It is 
enough (said Pantagniel)^comeI)i‘ive boyes, are you resolved to 
go with me ? To which ’tanurge answered God confound him 
that leaves you I hcfve aheady bethought myself how I will 
kill them all like pigs, and so the devil one leg of them shall 
escape , but I am somewhat troubled about one thmg and 
what IS that ? said Pantagiuel It is, (said Panurge) how I 
shall be able to set forward to the ]i*sling and bragmardising 
of all the whores that be there this afternoon in such sort, that 
there escape not one unbumped by me, breasted and ]um’d 
after the ordinary fashion of man and ivoman, in the Venetian 
conflict Ha, ha, ha ha, said Pantagruel 

And Carpalin said , The devil take these sink holes, if by 
G — I do not bumbast some one of them Then said Eusthenes, 
What shall not I have any, whose paces since we came from 
Rowen, weie never so well wmded up as that my needle could 
mount to ten or eleven a clock till now, that I have it hard, 
stiffe and strong like a hundred devils ^ Truly (said Panurge ) 
thou shalt have of the fattest and of those that are most plump, 
and m the best case 

How now ? (said Epistemon) every one shall ride, and I 
must lead the A^se the devil take him that will do so, we will 
make use of the light of warre, Qia poiest capere, capiat No, 
no, said Panurge but tie thine Asse to a crook, and ride as the 
world doth And the good Pantagiuel laughed at all this, 
and said unto them. You reckon without your host I am 
much afiaid, that before it be pight, I shall see jou in such 
taking, IJiat you will have no great stomach *10 ride, but more 
like to be loae upon with sound blowes of pike and lance 
Baste, (said Epistemon), enough of that I will not faire to 
bring them to you either to roste or boile, to fry or put in 
paste , they are not so many in number, as were in the army 
of Xerxes for he had thirty hundred thousand fighting men, 
if you w ill Iieleeve Herodotus and Trogus Pompeius and yet 
Themistocles with a few men overthrew them all for Gods 
sake take you no caie for that Cobsmmme, Cobsminme (said 
Panurge) my Codpiece alone shall suffice to overthroAv all the 
men , and my St Sweephole, that dwells withm it, shall lay all 
the women squat upon their backs Up then my lads (said 
Pantagruel) and let us march along 
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CHAPTER XXVn 

How Pmtagruel set up one Trophee tn Memorial of their Valour, 
and Panwge another tn Eemembi ancc of the Hares how 
Pantagruel liketiise with hts Fails begat little Men and with 
his Fisgs little Women and ho o Panurge broke a gieat 
Sta-Qe over two Glasses 

BrroBE -we depart hence, (said Pantaginiel) in remembrance 
of the exploit that you have now perfoimed, I will m this place 
erect a fane Tiophee then eveiy man amongst them with 
great ]oy, and fine little Countrey songs, set up a huge big 
post, whereunto they hanged a gieat cuirasier saddle, the 
fionstal of a baibed hoise, bridle bosses pullie pieces for the 
knees, stirrup leatheis, spuires, stirrups, a coat of male, a 
corslet tempered with steel a battel axe, a strong shoit and 
sharp horsemans ewoid a gantlet, a hoisemans maccj^^gushet- 
arrnour for the arme pits leg hamesse, and a goigetj'Vith all 
other furmtme needful for the decorement of a triumphant 
arch, m signe of a Trophee And then Pantagruel, for an 
eternal memorial, wrote this victorial Ditton, as followeth 

Here was the prowesse made apparent of 
Foure brave and valiant champions of proof. 

Who without any armes but wit, at once, 

(Like Fabius or the two Scipions) 

Bum’t in a fire six hundred and threescore 
Crabhee, strong rogues ne re vanquished before^ 

By this each King may learn, rook, pawn, and Knight, 

That slight IS much more prevalent then might. 
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For \ictory, 

(As all men see) 

Hangs on the Dittie 
Of that Committie, 

Where the great God 
Hath his abode 

Nor doth he it to strong and great men give. 

But to his elect, as ve must beleer e 
Therefoie shall he obtame wealth and esteem, 

Who thorough faith doth put his trust in him 

Wliilcst Pantagiuel \/as wilting these foiesaid verses 
Paiiuige halved and fixed upon a gieat stake the homes of T 
roe bucK togethei with the skin and the light forefoot theieof 
the eaies of three levrets the chine of a coney, the jawes of a 
hare the wings of two bustards the feet of foure queest doves, 
a bottle or boiiacho ^11 of vineger, a home wherein to put salt, 
a wooden spit a lardmg stick, a scuivie kettle full of holes a 
diippiiig pan to make sauce m, an earthen salt cellar, and a 
goblet of Beauvais Then in imitation of Pantagiuels verses 
and Trophee wiote that which follow 6th 

Here was it that foure jovial blades sate down 

To a profound carowsing, and to crown 

Their banquet with those wines, which please best great 

Bacchus, the Honaich of their drinking state 

Then were the reines and furch of a j oung hare. 

With salt and i ineger, displayed there 
Of which to snatch a bit or tw o, at once 
They all fell on like hungry scoipions 

* For th Inventories 

Of Defensories 
Say that in heat 
We must drink neat 
All out, and of 
The choicest stuffe , 

But it IS bad to eat of young hares flesh, 

Unlesse with vineger we it refresh 
Receive this tenet then without controll. 

That vineger of that meat is the soul 

Then (said Pantagiuel,) Come, my lads, let us be gone, we 
have stayed here too long about our victuals , foi very seldom 
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doth it fall out, that the gieatest eaters do the most martial 
exploits there is no shadow like that of fl\ mg colours no smoke 
like that of horses, no clattermg like that of armour at this 
Epistemon began to smile, and said There is no shadow like 
that of the kitchin no smoke lik** that pf pasties and no clatter 
mg like that of goblets unto which answered Panurge I here 
IS no shadow like that of courtaines ilo smoke like that of 
womens breasts, and no clattering like that of ballocl s then 
forthwith nsmg up he gave a fart a leap, and a whistle, and 
most joyfully cued out aloud. Ever live Pantagmel when 
Pantagruel saw that, he' would have Hone as much , but with 
the fart that he let, the earth trembled nine leagues about 
Iftherewith and with the coriupted aiie, he begot about thiee 
and fifty thousand little men, ill favoured dwarfcs and with one 
fisg that he let, he made as many little women crouching down, 
as you shall see m divers places, which never grow but like 
Cowes tailes downwards, or like the Limpsin radishes, romid 
How now (said Panurge), are your farts so fertile and fruitful ’ 
by G — here be brave farted men, and fisgued women, let them 
be married together, they will beget fine hornets and dorflies , 
so did Pantagruel, and* called them Pygmies , those he sent to 
live m an island thereby where since that time they aie m 
Cl eased mightily but the cranes make warre with them 
contmually, agamst which they do most couragiously defend 
themselves , for these little ends of men and dandipiats 
(whom in Scotland they call whiphandles, and knots of a 
taire barrel) are commonly very teastie and choleriek the 
Physical reason whereof is, because their heart is near their 
spleen 

At this same time. Panurge took two drinking glasses that 
were there both of one bignesse, and filled them wath water 
ujvto the bum, and set one of them upon one stool, and the 
other upon another, placing them about five foot from one 
another then he took the staffe of a javelin, about five foot 
and a half long, and put it upon the two glasses so that the 
two ends of the staffe did come just to the bums of the glasses 
This done he took a gieat stake or billet of wood, and said to 
Pantagmel, and to the rest My Masters, behold, how easily 
we shall have the victory over our enemies , for just as I shall 
break this staffe hereupon these glasses, without either breaking 
oi crazing of them, nay, which is more, without spilling one 
drop of the water that is withm them, eyen so shall we break 
the heads of our Dipsodes, without leceivmg any of us any 
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wound or losse in our person or goods but that j'^ou may not 
think there is any witchcraft in this, hold (said he to Eusthenes) 
strike upon the midst as hard as thou canst with this log 
Eusthenes did so, and the staffe broke in two pieces, and not one 
drop of the -w ater fell oui^ of the glasses Then said he I know 
a great many such other tricks, let us now theiefore march 
boldly, and with assihance 


CHAPTER XXVIII 

How Pantagruel got the Victory very itrangely over the 
Dipsodes and me Giants 

Aiter all this talk, Pantagruel took the prisoner to him, and 
sent him away, saymg, Go thou unto thy King m his Camp, 
and tell him tidings of what thou hast seen, and let him resolve 
to feast me to moirow about noon , formas soon as my galleys 
shall come, which will be to morrow at furthest I will prove 
unto him by eighteen hundred thousand fighting men, and 
seven thousand Giants, all of them gi eater then 1 am, that he 
hath done foolishly and against reason, thus to invade my 
countrey, wherein Pantagruel feigned that he had an army at 
sea but the Prisoner answered, that he would yield himself 
to be his slave, and that he nas content never to leturn to his 
own people, but lather with Pantagruel to fight against them, 
and for Gods sake besought him, that he might be permitted so 
to do whereunto Pantagrael a^ould not give consent, but 
commanded him to depait thence speedily, and be gone, as he 
had told him, and to that effect gave him a box full of Euphor 
bium, together with some grains of the black chameleon thistle, 
steeped mto aqua vitae, and made up into the condiment of a wet 
sucket, commandmg him to cany it to his King, and to say unto 
him, that if he were able to eate one ounce of that without 
drmking after it, he might then be able to resist him, without 
any feare or apprehension of danger 

The Prisoner then besought him with joynt hands, that in 
the houre of the battel he would have compassion upon him 
whereat Pantagmel said unto him. After that thou hast 
delivered all unto the King, put thv whole confidence in God, 
and he will not forsake thee , because although for my part I 
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be mighty, as thou mayest see, and have an inlinite numljei of 
men in aimes, I do neverthclesse tiust neither in my force nor 
m mine industry but all my confidence is m God m> Pi otectoui , 
who doth never forsake those that m him do put their trust 
and bonfidence This done, tlve Prisoner lequested him that 
he would afford him some reasonable composition for his 
ransom to which Pantagmel answered^ that his end tv as not 
to rob nor ransom men but to emich them, and reduce them to 
total liberty, Go thy way, (said he) in the peace of the living 
God, and never follow ei il company, lest some mischief befall 
thee The Prisoner being gone Partagruel said to his men 
Gentlemen, I have made this Prisoner believe that we have an 
army at sea, as also that we will not assault them till to moirow 
at noon, to the end, that they doubting of the gieat iinival of 
our men, may spend this night in piovidmg and stiengthening 
themselves but m the mean time my intention is, that we 
charge them about the houre of the fust sleep 

Let us leave Pantagmel here with his Apostles, and speak 
of King Anarchus and his army When the prisoner v as come 
he went unto the King, and told him how there v as a great 
Giant come called Parttagmel, who had overthrown, and made 
to be cruelly roasted all the six bundled and nine and fifty 
horsemen, and he alone escaped to bring the news besides 
that, he was charged by the said Giant to tell him, that the 
next day about noon he must make a dinner ready for him, foi 
at that houre he was resolved to set upon him then did he 
give him that boxe wherem were those confitures but as soon 
as he had swallowed down one spoonful of them, he vas tal en 
with such a heat m the throat together w ith an ulceration in 
the flap of the top of the winde pipe that his tongue peel’d with 
it, in such sort tliat for all they could do unto him hg, found no 
ease at all, but by drinking only without cessation foi as soon 
as ever he took the goblet from his head, his tongue was on a 
fire, and therefore they did nothing but still poure in wme into 
his throat with a funnel, which when his Captains Bashawes and 
guard of his body did see, they tasted of the same drugs, to 
try whether they were so thiist procuiing and alteiative or 
no but it so befell them as it had done their King, and they 
plied the flaggon so well that the noise lan throughout all the 
Camp, how the Prisoner was returned that the next day they 
were to have an assault, that the King and his Captains did 
alieady prepare themselves foi it togethei with his guards and 
that with carowsmg lustily, and quaffing as hard as they could, 
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eveiy man thercfoie in the army began to tipple, ply the pot, 
si\ill and guzzle it as fast as they could In summe, they 
diunk so much and so long, that they fell asleep like pigs, all 
out of ordei thioughout the whole camp 

Let us now letuin to the good Pantagiuel, and lelate^how 
he earned himself in this<husinesse Departing from the pHce 
of the Trophies he took the mast of their ship in his hand like 
a Pilgrims staffe, and put within the top of it two bundled and 
seven and thiity poinsons of white wine of Anjou, the rest was 
of Rowen, and tied up to his giidle the baik all full of salt as 
easily as the Lanskenneta carry their |jttle panniers, and so set 
onward on his way with his fellow souldiers When he was 
come near to the enemies Camp, Panurge said unto him. Sir- 
if you w ould do well let dowm this white wine of Anjou from 
the scuttle of the mast of the ship, that we may all dunk theieof, 
like Britains 

Hereunto Pantagrael very willingly consented, and they 
drank so neat, that there was not so much as one poor drop left, 
of two bundled and seven and thirty punchons, except one 
Boracho or leathern bottle of Tours, which Panurge filled for 
himself (for he called that his vade me<;um,) and some scui\ le 
lees of wine m the bottom, which seiwed him instead of vineger 
Aftei they had whitled and cuiried the canne pretty hand 
somely, Panurge gave Pantagiuel to eate some devilfish drugs, 
compounded of Lithotrijiton, (which is a stone dissolving 
ingredient ) nephiocatarticon, (that purgeth the reines) the 
marmalade of Quinces, (cilled Codiniac) a confection of Can 
tharides, (which are green flies bleeding on the tops of olive 
trees) and other kmdes of dmretick or pisse procuring simples 
This done Pantagruel said to Carpahn, Go into the city, 
scramblii^ like a cat up against ^he wall, as*you can well do 
and tell mem, that now presently they come out and chaijge 
their enemies as ludely as they can and havmg said so, come 
down taking a lighted torch with you, wherewith you shall set 
on fire all the tents and pavillioiis in the Camp, then cry as 
loud as you are able with youi gieat voice, and then come away 
fiom thence Yea, but, said Caipahii were it not good to 
cloy all their ordnance ? No, no, (said Pantagiuel,) omy blow 
up all their powder Carpahn obeymg him, departed sud 
denly and did as he w'as appointed by Pantagruel, and all the 
Combatants came forth that were m the City, and, when he had 
set fire m the tents and pavillions, he past so lightly through 
them, and so higlily and profoundly did they snort and sleep, 



1 I 

«THE SECOND BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

that they never perceived him He came to the place where 
their Artillery was and set their munition on file but here 
was the danger the fire was so sudden that poor Carp aim had 
almost been burnt , and, had it not been for his wondei ful 
agilfty he had been fried like ^ roasting pig but he departed 
away so speedily, that a bolt or an on* out of a Ciosseboive could 
not have had a swiftei motion 'VVheti he was clear of then 
trenches he shouted aloud, and cued out so dreadfully and 
with such amazement to the heaieis that it seemed all the 
de\ ils of hell had been let loose at which noise the enemies 
awaked but can 5 ou t^ll how ? even no lesse astonished then 
aie Monks, at the imging of the first peale to Jlatins, which in 
-Lusonnois is called Rubbalock 

In the meantime Pantagmel began to sowe the salt that he 
had m his bark, and, because they slept with an open gapmg 
mouth he filled all their throats nith it so that those poor 
wretches were by it made to cough like foxes Ha, Pantagmel 
how thou addest greater heat to the lifebiand that is in us 
Suddenly Pantagruel had will to pisse by meancs of the diugs 
which Panurge had given him and pist amidst the camp so 
well and so copiously, that he dioivned them all and there was 
a particular deluge ten leagues round about, of such considei 
able depth, that the history saith, if his fathers gieat maie had 
been theie, and pist likewise, it would undoubtedly have been 
a more enormous deluge than that of Deucalion , for she did 
never pisse, but she made a river, gi eater then is either the 
Rhosne, or the Danow, which those that were come out of the 
City seeing said. They aie all ciuelly slain, see how the blood 
runs along but they were deceived m thinking Pantagiucis 
urme had been the blood of.their enemies , foi they could not 
see but by the light of the fire of the pavillions, and some sm dl 
light of the Moon * 

The enemies after that they were awaked, seemg on one side 
the fire in the Camp, and on the other the mundation of the 
urinal deluge, could not tell what to say, noi what to thmk 
some said, that it was the end of the woild and the final 
judgement, which ought to be by fire Others agam thought 
that the sea gods, Neptune Protheus, Triton, and the rest of 
them, did persecute them, for that indeed they found it to be 
like sea water and salt 

0 who were able now condignely to relate, how Pantagmel 
did demean himself against the three hundred Giants , O my 
Muse, my Calhope, my Ihaha, mspire me at this time restore 
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unto me my spnits , foi this is the Logical budge of isses 
heie IS the pitfall, here is the difficultie to have ability enough 
to expresse the horrible battel that was fought Ah would to 
God that I had now a bottle of the best wine, that ever those 
drank, who sIiaLl read this so vejidical history 



CHAPTER XXIX 

How Paniagruel dtscomfiited the three bundled Giants armed 
with Free Stone, and Lowpgarm their Captain 

The Giants seeing all their Camp drowned carried away their 
King Anarchus upon their backs, as well as they could, out 
of the Foit, as Aeneas did to his father AncMses, in the time 
of the coriTlagration of Tioy When Panurge perceived them, 
he said to Pantngmel Sir, yonder are the Giants coming forth 
against you, lay on them with your mast gallantly like an old 
Fencer for now is the time that you must shew your self a 
brave man and an honest And for our part we will not fade 
you , I my self will kill to you a good many boldly enough , 
for why David killed Goliath very easily, and then this gieat 
lecher Eusthenes who is stronger then fouie oxen, will not 
spare himself Be of good courage therefore, and valiant, 
charge amongst them with point and edge and by all manner of 
meanes Well (said Pantagruel,) of courage I have more then 
for fifty fiancks, but let us be wise, for Hercules first never 
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undertook against two That is well cackd, well scummered, 
(said PanuTge) do you compare your self with Hercules ? You 
have by G — more strength m youi teeth, and more sent m j.our 
bum than evei Hercules had m all his body and soule so much 
IS a man worth as he esteems himself Whilest they spake ftiose 
words behold Loupgaiou was come with all his Giants, vho 
seeing Pantagiuel m a manner alone, was earned away with 
temerity and presumption, for hopes that he had to kill the 
good man wheieupon he said to lus companions the Giants 
You Weiicheis of the low countrey, by ilahoom, if ary of you 
undertake to fight against these men hene, I will put you cruelly 
to death it is my will that you let me fight single In the^ 
mean time you shall have good sport to look upon us then’ 
all the other Giants retired with their King to the place where 
the flaggons stood and Panurge and his Camerades with them, 
who counterfeited those that have had the pox, foi he wreathed 
about his mouth, shrunk up his fingers, and with a harsh and 
hoarse voice said unto them I forsake od, (fellow souldieis) 
if I would have it to be beleeved, that we make any waire at 
all Give us somewhat to eat with you whilest our Masters 
fight against one another , to this the King and Giants joyntly 
condescended and accordingly made them to banquet with 
them In the meantime Panurge told them the follies of 
Turpin the examples of St Nicholas and the tale of a tub 
Loupgaiou then set forward towards Pantagruel, with a mace 
all of steel, and that of the best sort, weighing nine thousand 
seven hundred kintals, and two quarterons, at the end w hereof 
were thirteen pointed diamonds, the least whereof was as big as 
the greatest bell of our Ladies Church at Pans there might 
want perhaps the thicknesse of a »aile or at ipost, that I may 
not he, of ^he back of those knives which they call cut lugs or 
care eutteis, but for a little off or on, more or lesse, it is nO 
matter, and it was mchanted m such sort, that it could never 
break but contranly all that it did touch, did break imme 
diately Thus then as he approached with great fiercenesse and 
piide of heart, Pantagruel, casting up Ins eyes to heaven, 
recommended himself to God with all his soule, making such 
a Vow as foUoweth 

O thou Lord God, who hast alwayes been my Piotectour, 
and my Savipur, thou seest the distiesse wherein I am at this 
time nothmg brings me hither but a natural zeale which 
thou hast permitted unto mortals, to keep and defend them 
selves, their wives and children, countiey and family, in case 
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Ihy own proper cause were not in question, which is the filth , 
for m such a businesse thou wilt have no coadjutors, only a 
Catholick Confession and service of thy Word, and hast for 
bidden us all arming and defence for thou art the Hmighty, 
who m thuie owne cause, ant\ where thme own biismeSse is 
taken to heart canst deffind it far beyond all that we can con 
ceive, thou who hast thousand thousands of hundreds of 
millions of legions of Angels the least of wluch is able to kill all 
mortal men and turn about the Heavens and earth at his 
pleasure, as heretofore it veiy plainly appealed m the aimy of 
Sennacherib, if it maj please thee thenjfore at this time to assist 
me, as my whole tnist and confidence is in thee alone, I \ ow 
unto thee, that m all Countreys whatsoever wherein I shall' 
have any powei or authority, whether m this of Utopia, or 
elseyrhere, I will cause thy holy Gospel to be purely, simply and 
entirely preached, so that the abuses of a rabble of hypocrites 
and false prophets, who by humane constitutions and depraved 
mventions, have unpoisoned all the woild, shall be quite 
extermuiated fiom about me This Vow was no sooner made 
but there was heard a voice from heaven saving. Hoc jac, et 
Vinces that is to sa> , Do this, and thou shalt overcome 

Then Pantagniel, seeing that Loupgaiou with his mouth 
wide open was drawing near to lum, went against him boldly, 
and cued out as loud as he was able. Thou diest, villain, thou 
diest ' — purposmg by his horrible cry to make him afraid, 
accordmg to the disciplme of the Lacedemonians Withal he 
immediately cast at him out of his bark, which he woie at his 
girdle eighteen cags, and foure bushels of salt, wherewith he 
filled both his mouth, throat, nose and eyes at this Loupgaiou 
was so highly mcensed that most fiercely setting upon him, 
he though^ even then with a blow of his mace to have beat out 
his braines' but Pantagiuel was very nimble, and had alwayes 
a quick foot and a quick eye, and therefore with his left foot 
did he step back one pace, yet not so nimbly, but that the blow, 
falling upon the bark, broke it m foure thousand, forescore and 
six pieces and threw all the rest of the salt about the ground 
Pantagruel, seeing that, most gallantly displayed the vigour 
of his armes, and, according to the Art of the axe, gave him 
ivith the great end of his mast a home thrust a little above the 
breast , then bringing along the blow to the left side, with a 
slash struck liim between the neck and shoulders After that, 
advancing his right foot, he gave him a push upon the couillons, 
with the upper end of his said mast, wherewith breaking the 
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scuttle on the top thereof he spilt thiee oi four puncheons of 
wuie that weie left therein 

Upon that Loupgaiou thought that lie had pierced his 
bladder, and that the w me that came forth had been his urine 
Pantagruel being not content jvith this nould have doubled it 
by a side blow but Loupgarou, liftihg up his mace, advanctd 
one step upon him, and with all his foiee v ould have dash’t it 
upon Paiitagiuel wherein (to speak the truth) he so spnghtfully 
carried himself, that if God had not succoured the good Panta 
gruel he had been cloven from the top of his head to the 
bottom of his milt But the blow glanced to the light side, 
by the busk nimblenesse of Paiitagiuel and his mace Sank 
'into the giound above thieescoie and thirteen foot through a 
huge lock, out of winch the hre did issue gieater than nine 
thousand and six tuns Pantagmel, seeing Innr busie about 
pluckmg out his mace, nhich stuck m the giound between the 
rocks, ran upon him, and would have clean cut olf his head, if by 
mischance his mast had not touched a little against the stock of 
Loupgarous mace, which was mehanied as we have said befoio 
by this meanes his mast bioke off about thiee handfuls above 
Ills hand, whereat he ‘stood amazed like a Bell Founder, and 
cried out Ah Panurge, wheie are thou ? Panmge seeing that, 
said to the King and the Giants, By G — they will hurt one 
another, if they be not parted but the giants were as meiry as 
if they had been at a -nedding then Carpalin would have 
risen irom thence to help his Master , but one of the Giants 
said unto him. By Golfarm the Nephew of Mahoon, if thou stir 
lienee, I will put thee m the bottom of iny breeches, m stead of 
a Suppository, which cannot chuse but do me good , for in 
my belly I am very costne and caimot well cagar without 
gnashing my teeth and making many filthy f^es Then 
Pantagmel thus destitute of a staffe, took up the end of his 
mast, stalking athwart and alongst upon the Giant, but he did 
him no rnoie hurt then 5 ou would do with a filip upon a Smiths 
Anvil In the tame Loupgaiou was diawing his mace out of 
the giound, and having already plucked it out, was ready 
therewith to have struck Pantagmel, who being veiy quick 
m turning, avoided all his blowes, m taking only the defensive 
part in hand, until on a sudden he saw that Loupgaiou did 
threaten him with these words, saying. Now, villain, will not I 
fade to chop thee as small as minced meat and keep thee hence 
forth from ever making any more poor men athirst for then 
without any more ado Pantagruel struck him such a blow with 
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his foot against the belly, that he made him fall back'i\nrds, 
his heels over his head and dragged him thus along at flay 
buttock above a flight shot Then Loupgaiou cued out 
bleeding at the throat Mahoon, Mahoon, Mahoon, at which 
noise all the Giants arose to s\jccour him But Panuigef said 
unto them, Gentlemen, do not go, if you will beleeve me, for 
our Mastei is mad, and stiikes athwart and alongst, he caies 
not where he will do > ou a mischief , but the Giants made no 
account of it, seeing that Pantagruel had never a staffe 

And when Pantagruel saw those Giants approach very near 
unto him, he took Loupgaiou by therf;wo feet, and lift up his 
body like a pike m the aire, wheiewith (it being harnished with 
Anvils) he laid such heavy load amongst those Giants armed” 
with free stone that striking them down as a mason doth little 
knobs of stones theie was not one of them that stood before 
him whom he thiew not flat to the ground and by the breaking 
of this stony aimour theie was made such a horrible nimble as 
put me in mmde of the fall of the butter ton er of St Stephens 
at Bouige, when it melted before the Sunne Panurge, with 
Carpalm and Eusthenes did cut m the mean time the tluoats of 
those that weie struck down m such Sort that there escaped 
not one Pantagruel to any mans sight was like a Mower, who 
with his sithe (which was Loupgarou,) cut doivn the meddow 
grasse (to wit the giants ) but with this fencing of Pantagiuel 
Loupgaiou lost his head which happened when Pantagiuel 
struck down one whose name was Riflandouille or pudding 
plunderer, who was armed cap a pe with grison stones, one 
chip whereof splintring abroad cut off Epistemon’s neck clean 
and faire for otherwise the most pait of them were but lightly 
armed with a kinde of sandie buttle stone ajid the rest with 
slaits at last when he saw that they were all dead, he threw 
the body o'f Loupgaiou, as hard as he could against the Citj, 
where falling like a frog upon his belly, in the great piazza 
theieof, he with the said ^all killed a singed he cat, a wet she 
cat, a faitmg duck, and a oiideled goose 
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CHAPTER XXX 

“How Episteynon, who had his Head cut off was finely healed by 
Panurge, and of the Newes which he brought ji om the Devils, 
and of the damned People in Hell 

This Gigantal victoiy being ended, Pant^gmel withdiew him 
self to the place of the fl-iggons, and called for Panurge and the 
rest, who came unto him safe and sound, e\cept Eusthenes 
whom one of the Giants had scratched a little m the face, 
whdest he was about the cutting of his thioat, and Epistemon, 
who appeared not at all whereat Pantagruel was so aggrieved, 
that he would have killed himself but Panurge said unto him. 
Nay Sir, stay a while, and we vnll search for him amongst the 
dead, and flnde out the tiuth of all thus as they went seeking 
after lum, they found him stark dead, with his head between his 
armes all bloody Then Eusthenes cried out, Ah oiuel death ! 
hast thou taken from me the perfectest amongst men At 
which woids Pantagruel rose up with the gieatest gnef that 
ever any man did see, and sfiid to Panuige, Ha, my mend, the 
prophecy of your two glasses, and the javelin staffe, was a great 
deal too deceitful, but Panurge answered, My dear bullies all, 
weep not one drop more, foi he being yet all hot, I will make 
him as sound as ever he was , m saying this, he took the head 
and held it warme foie gainst his Codpiece that the wmde might 
not enter into it, Eusthenes and Carpalin earned the body to 
the place where they had banqueted, not out of any hope that 
e\ er he would recover, but that Pantagiuel might see it 

Neverthelesse Panurge gave him very good comfort, saying. 
If I do not heale him, I will be content to lose my head (whi^ 
is a fooles wager), leave off theiefore ciymg, and help me 
Then cleansed he his neck very well with puie white wine and 
after that took his head, and into it synapised some powder 
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of diameidis, which he dlwayes earned about him in one of his 
bags Afteiwaids he anointed it with I know not what 
ointment, and set it on \ery just veine against veine, sinew 
against smew and sjiondyle against spondyle, that he might 
not be wry necked (for such people he mortally hated)* this 
done, he gave it lound sSiout some fifteen or sivteen stitches 
with a needle that it npght not fall off again, then on all sides 
and every wheie he put a little ointment on it, which he called 
resuscitative 

Suddenly Epistemon began to breath, then opened his 
eyes yawned, sneezed, and afterwards let a gieat houshold 
fait , whereupon Panurge said Now certainly he is healed, and 
therefore gave him to drink a large full glasse of strong white ' 
wine, with a sugied toast In this fashion was Epistemon finely 
healed only that he was somewhat hoarse for above three 
w eeks together and had a dry cough of which he could not be 
rid, but by the force of contmual dunking and now he began 
to speak and said, thht he had seen the divel, had spoken w ith 
Lucifei famihaily, and had been very meiry in hell and m the 
Elysian fields a&iming veiy seiiously before them all, that the 
devils weie boone companions and meiry fellowes but in 
lespect of the damned, he said he was veiy sorry that Panurge 
had so soon called him back into this world again , for (said 
he) I took wondeiful delight to see them flow so ? said 
Panta gruel because they do not use them theie (said Episte 
mon) so badly as you think they do their estate and condition 
of living is out only changed aftei a very stiange mannei for 
I saw Alexander the gieat there amending and patching on 
clowts upon old breeches and stockms, whereby he got but a 
very poor living , 

Xeixes was a Ciyer of must aid 

Romulus a Saltei and patcher of patines 

Numa, a nailsmith 

Tarquin a Porter 

Piso, a clownish swaine 

Sylla a Feme man 

Cyrus, a Cowheard 

Themistoclcs a gl isse maker 

Epaminondas a mal er of Mirrours or Looking grasses 
Brutus and Cassius, Survey ors oi Measurers of land 
Demosthenes, a Vme dresser 
Cicero, a file kindlei 
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Fabius athieaderof beads 
Artaxerxes a lope maker 
Aeneas a Miller 

Achilles was a scauld pated maker of hay bundles 

Agamemnon, a lick box » 

Ulysses, a hay mower 

Nestor, a Deei keeppr or Forrester 

Darius a Gold finder oi Jakes farmer 

Ancus Jlaitius a ship trimmer 

Camillus, a foot post 

Marccllus a sheller of beans ^ 

Drusus, a taker of money at tlic doors of play houses 
Scipio Africanus a Cner of Lee m a wooden slipper 
Asdiubal a Lanteine maker 
Hannibal, a Kettlemaker and seller of eggeshels 
Bnamus, a seller of old clouts 
Lancelot of the lake was a flayer of dead horses 
All the Knights of the lound Tabic Avere poore day labourers, 
employed to rowe over the rivers of Cocytus Phlegeton, Styx, 
Acheion and Lethe, Avhen my Lords, the devils had a mmde to 
recreate themselves upon the water, as in the like occasion ai e 
hired the boatmen at Lions, the gondeleers of Venice, and oares 
at London but with this diffeience, that these poor Knights 
have only foi their fare a bob or fliit on the nose, and m the 
evenmg a morsel of course mouldie bread 
Trajan w as a flshei of frogs 
Antoninus, a Lackey 
Commodus, a Jeat maker 
Pertinax, a peeler of wall nuts 
Lucullus, a mal er of rattles an^ Hawks bells 
Justinian, a Pedlar 
Hector, *a Snap sauce Scullion 
Pans was a pooie beggar 
Cambyses, a Mule driver 

Nero, a base blinde fidlei, or player on that instrument 
which IS called a Avmdbroach Fieiabras was his serving man 
who did him a thousand mischievous tricks, and would make 
him eat of the brown biead, and drink of the turned wme, 
when himself did both eate and drink of the best 

Julius C®sar and Pompey were boat wiights and tighteis 
of ships 

Valentine and Oison did serve m the stoves of hell, and 
were Sw'eat lubbers m hot houses 
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Giglan and Go\ian were poor Swme herds 
Jatrey with the gicat tooth was a tinder makci and seller 
of matches 

Godfrey de bullion a Hood maker 

Jason was a Biacclet mal er • 

Don Pietro de Castille, a Canfer of Indulgences 

IMorgan a beer Bicwpi 

Huon of Boiudeaux a Hooper of barrels 

Pyrrhus, a Kitchin Scullion 

Antiochus, a Chimney sweeper 

Octavian a Scraper of parchment ^ 

Nerva, a Manner 

Pope Julius was a Ciiei of pudding pyes, but he left off - 
wearing there his great buggerly beard 
John of Pans was a gieaser of boots 
Arthur of Britain, an ungi easer of caps 
Pierce Foricst a Garner of fagots 
Pope Boniface the Eighth, a Scummer of pots 
Pope Nicholas the thud, a Maker of paper 
Pope Aleyandei, a rat catcher 
Pope Sixtu*" an Anointer of those that*have the pox 
What, (said Pantagruel) ha\e they the pox there too i 
Surely (said Epistemon) I ne\ei saw so many there are there 
I think, above a hundred millions , for beleeve that those who 
have not had the pox in this world must have it in the other 
Cotsbody (said Panuige) then I am free , foi I have been 
as farre as the hole of Gibraltar reached unto the outmost 
bounds of Hercules, and gathered of the npest 
Ogier the Dane was a Fuibisher of axnioui 
The King Tigranes, a mender of,thatched houses 
Gahen Restored, a taker of Moldwarps 
The foure sons of Aymon were all tooth diawcrs 
Pope Calixtus was a baiber of a womans Sine quo non 
Pope XJibaii, a bacon pecker 
Melusina was a Kitchm diudge wench 
Mattaoiune, a Laundresse 
Cleopatia a Cnei of onions 
Helene, a brokei for Chamber maids 
Semiramis the Beggars lice killer 
Dido did sell mushroms 
Pentasilea sold cresses 
Lucretia was an Ale house keeper 
Hoitensia, a Spmstresse 
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Livia, a grater of verdigreece 

After this mannei, those that had been great Lords and 
Ladles here, got but a poor scuivie wretched living there below 
And on the contiaij, the Plulosophers and others who in this 
world had been altogether infligent»and wanting, were great 
lords there m their tume I saw Diogenes theie stiout it out 
most pompously and m gieat magnificence with a rich purple 
govm on hmi, and a golden Scepter in his right hand And 
vhich IS more, he would now and then make Alcvandei the 
Great mad so enormously would hp abuse him, when he had 
not well patched his hiebches for he used to pay his skm with 
sound bastonadoes , I saw Epictetus theie most gallantly 
apparelled after the Flench fashion, sitting under a pleasant 
Arbour, with stoie of handsom Gentlewomen frolicking 
drinking dancing, and malung good cheaie with abundance of 
Crowns of the Sunne Above the lattice weie WTitten these 
verses for his device ' 

To leap and dance, to sport and play, 

And drink good wine both white and brown 
Or nothing else do all the day, 

But tell bags full of many a Crown 

When he saw me he invited me to drmk with him very 
couiteously and I beuig wnlling to be entreated, we tipled and 
chopined together most theologically In the mean time came 
Cyrus to beg one farthing of him for the honour of Mercune, 
therewith to buy a few onions for supper ? No, no said 
Epictetus, I do not use m my almes givmg to bestow faithings, 
hold thou VaileJ, there ’s a»ciown for thee, be an honest man 
Cyrus w as exceeding glad to have met with such a bootie , but 
lihe other poor rogues, the Kings that are there below, as 
Alexander, Darius, and others stole it away fiom him by night 
I saw Pathelm, Tieasuier of Rhadamantus, who m cheapening 
the puddrng pyes that Pope Julius cried, asked him, How much 
a dozen ? Three blanks (said the Pope) Nay (said Pathehn) 
three blowes with a cudgel Lay them down here you rascal, 
and go fetch more the poor Pope went away weeping, who 
when he came to his Master the Pye maker, told him that they 
had taken away his pudding pyes , whereupon his. Master gave 
him such a sound lash with an eele skm, that his own would have 
lieen worth nothmg to make bag pipe bags of I saw master 
John Le maire tlieie personate the Pope m such fashion, that 
. 300 
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he made all the poor Kings and Popes oi this ivorld kisse his 
feet, and taking great state upon him ga\ e them his benedic 
tion, saying, Get the paidons, logues get the pardons they aie 
good cheap I absolve you of biead and pottage, and dispense 
with you to be never good foi apy thing then, calling C billet 
and Tiiboulet to him he* spoke these words My Lords the 
Cardinals dispatch then bulls, to nit to each of them a blow 
with a Cudgel upon the remes, which acooidingly was forthwith 
performed 

I heaid Master Francis Villon ask Xei\es How much the 
messe of mustard ? A fai thing said Xgrxes to which the said 
Villon answered, The pov take thee for a villain as much of 
square eai’d wheat is not worth half that price, and now thou 
offerest to inhance the price of victuals with this he pist m 
his pot as the mustard makers of Pans used to do I saw the 
trained bowe man of the bathing tub, (known by the name of 
the Francarcher de baignolet) who being one of the tmstees of 
the Inquisition, when* he saw Pierce Foiiest making water 
against a wall, in which was painted the fiie of St Antonie 
declaied him heretick and would have caused him to be burnt 
alive, had it not been for Morgant who* for his Proficiat and 
other small fees gave him nme tuns of beer Well (said Punta 
gruel), reserve afl these faire stories for another time, only tell 
us how the Usurers aie there handled I saw them (said 
Epistemon) all veiy busily employed in seeking of lustie pins 
and old nailes in the kennels of the streets, as vou see poor 
wretched rogues do m this world , but the quintal or hundred 
weight of this old iron ware is there valued but at the price of a 
cantle of biead, and yet they have but a very bad dispatch and 
riddance m the sale of it thus the, poor Miserg aie sometimes 
three whole weeks without eatmg one morsel oi ciunib of 
bread, and yet work both day and night, looking for the faire 
to come neverthelesse, of all this labour toile and miseiy, 
they reckon nothing so cmsedly active they are in the pro 
secution of that their base calling, in hopes at the end of the 
yeare, to eame some scurvie penny by it 

Come, (sa d Plintagmel) let us now make our selves merry 
one bout, and drink (my lads) I beseech jou, foi it is very good 
dunking aU this moneth then did they imcase their fiiggons 
by heaps and dozens, and with their leaguer provision made 
excellent good chear but the pool King Anarchus could not all 
this while settle himselfe towards any fit of mirth , wheieupon 
Panurge said. Of what trade shall we make my Loid the Kmg 
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heie that he may be skilful in the Ait -when he goes thitlier 
to so]ourn amongst all the devils of hell ? Indeed (said Panta 
gniel) that vas -nell advised of thee do ivith hmi what thou 
wilt I give him to thee Grammercie (said Panurge) the 
present is not to be refused, and I love it fiom j ou • 


CHAPTER XXXI 

How Pantagruel enfeicd into the City of the 4maurots and how 
Panurge manicd King*Anai chus tc^an old Lantern cariijiiig 
Hag and made him a Ctyer of Green Sauce 

ArxER this wondeiful victory Pantagruel sent Carpahn unto 
the city of the Amauiots to declare and signifie unto them, how 
the King Anarchus was taken prisoner, and all the enermes of 
the City overthrown, winch news when they heard all the 
inhabitants of the City came foith to meet him m good older, 
and with a great triumphant pomp, conducting him with a 
heavenly joy into the City, where innumerable bone fires 
were set on, thorough all the parts theieof, and fane round 
tables which were hirnished with store of good victuals set 
out in the middle of the streets , this was a renewing of the 
golden age m the time of Saturn so good was the cheer e which 
then they made 

But Pantagruel having assembled the whole Senate, and 
Common Councelmen of the town, said (My Masters) we must 
now strike the iron whilest it is hot , it is therefore my will 
that before we fiolick it any longer, we advise how to assault 
and take the whole Kingdom of the Dipsodes ,, to which effect 
let those thg-t will go with me provide themselves against to 
moirow after drinking for then will I begin to march, not* 
that I need any more men then I have to help me to conquer 
it , for I could make it as sure that way as if I had it already, 
but I see this City is so full of mhabitants, that they scarce 
can turn in the streets, I will, therefore carry them as a 
Colonie into Dipsodie, and will give them all that Countrey, 
which is faire, wealthie, fruitful and pleasant abm.e all other 
Countreys m the world, as many of 5i’ou can tell who have been 
there heretofore Every one of you, therefore that will go 
along, let hun. provide himself as I ha\e said This counsel 
and resolution being published m the City, the next morning 
there assembled m the piazza, before the Palace, to the nmnber 
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of eighteen bundled fifty six thousand and eleven besides 
■women and little children thus began they to march stiaight 
into Dipsodie in such good order as did the people of Isiael, 
when they departed out of Egypt, to passe over the led sea 
But before we proceed any further m this purpose, I will 
tell you how Panuige handled his pnsonei the King Anarchus , 
for having remembred that which Epistemon had related how 
the Kings and rich men in this world weie used in the Elysian 
fields, and how they got their livmg there by base and ignoble 
trades , he theiefore one day appaielled his Kmg m a pretty 
little canvass doublet, ^11 ]agged and pmked like the tippet of a 
light horsemans cap, together with a paire of large Manners 
breeches and stockms without shoes , For (said he) they would 
but spoile his sight , and a little peach coloured bonnet with a 
great capons feather in it I he, for I think he had two and 
a very handsome girdle of a sky colour and green, (m French 
called pers et vert) saying that such a hveiy did become him 
well, for that he had ahvayes been per\'erse and m this plight 
bunging him before Pantagiuel, said unto him, Do you know 
this royster ? No indeed, said Pantagruel It is (said Panurge) 
my Lord the Kmg of the three batches, oi threadbare sovereign 
I intend to make him an honest man These devilhsh ICings 
which we have here are but as so many calves, they know noth 
ing and are good for nothmg, but to do a thousand mischiefs to 
their poor subjects, and to trouble all the world with warre for 
their mijust and detestable pleasure I will put him to a trade, 
and make him a crier of green sauce Go to begin and cry Do 
you lack any green sauce ’ and the poor v retch cued That 
IS too low (said Panurge,) then took him by the eare, saying, 
Smg higher m Ge sol le ut So, so (poor wretch) thou hast a 
good tluoat thou wert never so happy as to be no jonser King 
-and Pantagiuel made himself merry with all this , for I daie 
boldly say, that he was the best little gaffer that was to be seen 
between tins and the end of a staffe Thus was Anarchus made 
a good Crier of green sauce Two dayes thereafter Panurge 
man led him with an old Lanterne cairymg Hag, and he him 
selfe made the wedding with fine sheeps heads, brave haslets 
with mustaid, gallant salligots with garlick, of which he sent 
five horse loads unto Pantagruel, which he ate up all, he found 
them so appetizmg and foi their drink, they had a kmde of 
small well watered wine, and some sorbapple cider and, to 
make them dance, he hired a blmde man, that made musick 
to them with a windbroach 
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After dinner he led them to the Palace and shewed them to 
Pantagiuel, and said pointing to the mariied woman, You 
need not fcare that she will circk Why? said Pantngiuel 
Because, said Panurge, she is -well slit and broke up already 
What do you mean by that ? said Pantagruel Do not .you 
see ? said Panurge, that the chestnuts which are roasted m the 
fire if they be whole they crack as if they were mad , and, to 
1 eep them from cracking they make an incision in them, and 
slit them , so this new bride is m her lower parts well slit 
before and therefore will not crack behinde 

Pantagruel gaae them a little lodge near the lower street 
and a moitar of stone wherein to bray*and pound their sauce 
and in this manner did they do their little busmesse, he being 
as pretty a Ciier of green sauce as ever was scene in the Coun 
trey pf Utopia But I have been told since, that his wife doth 
beat him like plaister, and the poor sot dare not defend himself, 
he IS so simple 


CHAPTER XXXII 

Koji Pantagruel with his Tongue covered a whole Army, 
and what the Author saw in his Mouth 

Thus as Pantagmel with all his Army had entered into the 
Countrey of the Dipsodes, every one was glad of it and moon 
tinently rendred themselves unto him bringing him out of their 
own good wills the Keyes of all the Cities where he went, the 
Almirods only excepted, who being resolved to hold out against 
him made answer to Ins Heraulds, that they would not yield but 
upon very honourable and good conHitions 

What? (said Pantagruel) do they ask any better termes,^ 
then the hand at the pot, and the glasse in their fist ? Come, ' 
let us go sack them, and put them all to the sword then did 
they put themselves in good order, as being fully determined to 
give an assault, but by the way passing tlirough a large field, 
tney were overtaken with a great shower of raine, whereat 
they began to shiver and tremble, to croud, piesse and thrust 
close to one another When Pantagruel saw that he made their 
Captains tell them, that it was nothing, and that he saw well 
above the clouds, that it would be nothing but a little dew , but 
howsoever, that they should put themselves in order, and he 
would cover them then did they put themselves in a close 
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ordei, and stood as near to other as they could and PantngrucI 
drew out his tongue only lialf wa5es and co\eied them all as a 
hen doth her chickens In the mean tune I, who relate to ^ ou 
these so veritable stories hid myself under a buidockkife 
which was not much lesse in largcnesse then the arch of the 
bridge of Monti ible but wdien I*saw them thus covered I went 
towards them to shelter my self likewise which I could not 
do, for that they weie so (as the saying is) ‘ At the yaids end 
there is no cloth left ’ Then as well as I could, I got upon it 
and went along full two leagues upon his tongue, and so long 
marched, that at last I canje into his mouth but oh gods and 
goddesses what did I see there ? Ju’[jiter confound me with 
his trisulk lightning if I he I aaalked there as they do in 
Sophie and Constantinople, and saw there gieat rocks, like the 
mountains in Denmaik, I believe that those were his teeth I 
saw also faire meddows, laige forrests great and strong Cities 
not a ]ot lesse than Lyons oi Poictieis The fiist man I met 
with there was a good4ionest fellow planting colcwoits whereat 
being very much amazed I asked him. My fiiend, what dost 
thou make here ’ I plant coleworts, said he , but how and 
wherewith, said I ’ Ha, Sir, said he, eieiy one cannot have 
his ballocks as heavy as a mortar, neither can we be all rich 
thus do I get my poor livmg, and cany them to the market to 
sell in the City which is here behinde Jesus ! (said I) is there 
here a new world ? Sure (said he) it is never a ]ot new, but it 
IS commonly reported, that without this there is an earth, 
whereof the mhabitants enjoj tlie light of a Sunne and a 
Moone, and that it is full of and replenished with veiy good 
commodities , but yet this is more ancient that that \ea, 
but (said I) my friend what is the name of that City, whither 
thou earnest thy Colewoits to self’ It is called Aspharage, 
(said he) and’all the mdwellers are Chiistians veiy honest men,, 
and will make you good cheat To be biief, I resolved to go 
thither, Now in my way, I met with a fellow that was lying m 
wait to catch pigeons, of w horn I asked (My friend ) fi om whence 
came these pigeons ’ Sir, (said he) they come from the other 
world then I thought, that when Pantagruel yawned the 
pigeons went mto his mouth m whole flocks, thmking that it 
had been a pigeon house 

Then I went mto the City which I found faire, veiy strong 
and seated in a good aire but at my entry the guaid demanded 
of me my passe or ticket whereat I was much astonished and 
asked them, (My Masters) is there any danger of the plague 
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here ? 0 Lord, (said they) they die hard by here so fast that 
the cart runs about the streets Good God 1 (said I) and 
where ? wheieunto they answered that it was m Larmx and 
Phierinx, which are two great Cities, such as Rou en and Nants 
rich.^nd of great trading and the cause of the plague was by 
a stinking and infectious exhaTationf which lately vapoured out 
of the abismes whereof there have die^ above tw o and twenty 
bundled and three score thousand and sixteen persons within 
this sevennight , then I considered, calculated and found, that 
it was a rank and unsavoury breathing uhich came out of 
Pantag luels stomack, when he did eat so much garlick, as we 
have aforesaid * 

Parting from thence I past amongst the rocks, which were 
his teeth, and never left u alkiiig till I got up on one of them , 
and there I fomrd the pleasantest places m the world, great 
large tennis Courts fane galleries sweet meddows, store of 
Vines and an infinite number of banqueting summer out 
houses in the fields, after the Italian fushion, full of pleasure 
and delight where I stajed full foure moneths and never made 
better cheer m my life as then After that I went down by the 
hinder teeth to come to the chaps but m the way I was robbed 
by thieves in a great foirest that is m the territory towards the 
eares then (after a little further travellmg) I fell upon a 
pretty petty village, (truly I have foigot the name of it) 
where I was yet merrier than ever, and got some ceitam money 
to live by Can you tell how ? by sleeping for there they 
hire men by the day to sleep and they get by it sixpence a 
day, but they that can snort hard get at least nme pence 
How I had been robbed m the valley, I informed the Senators, 
who told me that, in very truth, the people of that side were 
bad livers, and* naturally theevrsh, whereby I perceived well, 
, that as we have with us the Countreys cisalpme and transalpine, 
that IS behrther and beyond the mountains, so have they there 
the Countreys cidentme and tradentme, that is, behither and 
beyond the teeth but it is farre better living on this side, and 
the aire is purer There I began to think, that it is very tiue 
which IS commonly said that the one half of the world Icnoweth 
not how the other half Irveth , seeing none before my self had 
ever wrrtten of that Countrey, wherein are above five and 
twenty Kingdoms mhabrted besides deserts, and a great arme 
of the sea concerning which purpose, I have coihposed a great 
book intituled the History of the Throttias, because they dwell 
m the tliroat of my Master Pantagmel 
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At last I ^\'ls ^villing to return, and, passing by his beard I 
cast my self upon his shouldeis, and from thence slid down to 
the ground, and fell before him as soon as I was perceived by 
him, he asked me. Whence comest thou Alcofnbas ? I 
answered him Out of your mout^ji, my Lord and how lon^hast 
thou been there ? said ho Since the time (said I) that you 
•went against the AlmiKods , That is about siv moneths ago 
said he and wherewith didst thou live ’ what didst thou 
dunk ? I answeied. My Loid of the same that you did and 
of the daintiest morsels that past through your throat I took 
toll \er, but, said he wheie didst thou shite? In jour 
throat (my loid) said I Ha, ha thou art a merry fellow, said 
he We have with the help of God conquered all the land of 
the Dipsodes I will give thee the Chastelleme or Lairdship 
of Salmigondin Grammercy, my Lord said I, jou gratifie 
me beyond all that I have deserved of you 



• CHAPTER XXXIII 

[low Vaniagruel became stch, and the Manner how he was recovered 

A w'liiLE after this the good Pantagiuel fell sick and had such 
an obstruction in his stomack, that he could neither eate nor 
drink and because mischief seldome comes alone, a hot pisse 
seised on him which tormented him more then you would 
beleeve His Physicians neverthclesse helped him very well, 
and with store of lenitives and diuretick drugs made him pisse 
away his pame his urine was so hot, that since that time it is 
not yet cold, and you have of it m divers places of France, 
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according to the course that it took and they are called the 
hot baths as 

At Coderets 
At Limous 
At Dast 
At Ballcrvie 
At Neiic 

At Bouihonansie, and elsewhere in Italie 
At Mongros 
At Appone 

At SanQto Petro de Padua 
At St Helen 
At Casa Nuo\ a 

At St Bartolomee in the County of Boulogne 
At the Poirette, and a thousand othei places 

And I wonder much at a rabble of foolish Philosophers and 
Physicians, who spend their time m disputing, whence the heat 
of the said waters cometh, whether it be by reason of Borax, 
or sulphur, or allum, or salt peter that is withm the mine 
for they do nothing but dote and better were it foi them to 
rub their aise against a thistle, then to waste away their time 
thus in disputing of that, whereof they know not the original , 
for the resolution is easie neither need we to enquire any 
further than that the said baths came by a hot pisse of the 
good Pantagruel 

Now to tell you after what mannei he was cured of his 
principal disease , I let passe how for a minorative or gentle 
potion, he took foure hundred pound weight of Colophoniack 
Scammonee six score and, eighteen cart loads of Cassia an 
eleven thousand and nine hundred pound weight of Rubarb, 
■ besides other confuse jumbhngs of sundry diugs You must 
understand that by tlie advice of the Physicians it was ordained, 
that what did offend his stomach should be taken away , and 
therefore they made seventeen gieat balls of copper, each 
whereof was biggei then that which is to be seen on the top of 
St Peters needle at Rome and m such sort, that they did open 
in the midst and shut with a spring Into one of them entered 
one of his men, carrying a Lanterne and a torch lighted, and so 
Pantagiuel swallowed him down like a little pill mto seven 
othei s went seven Countrey fellows havmg every one of them a 
shovel on his neck mto nine otheis entred nine wood carriers, 
hav mg each of them a basket hung at his neck, and so were they 
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swallowed down like pills 'i\hen they were in his stomack 
every one undid his sprmg, and came out of then cabins the 
fiist whereof was he that earned the Lantern and so they fell 
more then half a league into a most hoinble gulph, more 
stinking and infectious then ever was Mephitis, or the masishes 
of the Camel ma oi the abominably unsavoury lake of Soibona, 
whereof Stiabo maketh mention And had it not been, that 
they had very well antidoted their stomach, heart and wine- 
pot, which is called the noddle, they had been altogethei 
suffocated and choaked with these destestable vapours 0 
what a perfume ' O what ^n evaporation wherewith to bewray 
the mask or muflers of young mangie’queans after that with 
groping and smelling they came near to the fecal matter and 
the coriupted humouis, finally, they found a montjoy or heap 
of oiduie and filth then fell the pioneers to work to dig it up 
and the rest with their shovels filled the baskets , and when 
all was cleansed every one retired himself into his ball 

This done, Pantagruel enforcing himself to a vomit very 
easily brought them out, and they made no more shew in his 
mouth, then a fait in yours but when they came merrily out 
of their pills, I thought upon the Grecitms coming out of the 
Tro]an hoise by this meanes was he healed and brought unto 
his former state and convalescence , and of these brazen pills, 
or rather copper balls you haa e one at Orleans, upon the 
steeple of the Holy Crosse Church 


CHAPTER XXXIV 

The Conclusion of this 'present Book, and the Excuse of the Author 

Now (my m’hsters) you have heard a beginning of the hornfick, 
history of my Lord and Master Pantagruel Here will I make 
an end of the first book , My head akes a little, and I perceive 
that the Registers of my braine are somewhat jumbled and 
disordered with this septembral juice You shall have the 
rest of the history at Franckfort mait next conung and there 
shall you see how Panurge was married and made a Cuckold 
within a moneth after his wedding how Pantagruel found out 
the Philosophers stone, the manner how he found it, and the 
way how to fise it how he past over the Caspian mountaines, 
and how he sailed thorough the Atlantick sea, defeated the 
Cannibals, and conquered the isles of Perles, how he married 
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the daughter of the King of India, called Piestian how lie 
fought against the devil and burnt up five chambers of hell 
lans icked the great black chamber thiew Pioseipma into the 
file, bioke five teeth to Lucifei and the home that was m his 
arse How he visited the regions of the Moon to know wfif-ther 
indeed the Moon v ere not entife and whole, or if the women 
had three quaiteis of it in their heads, and a thousand other 
little meriiments all veritable These are biave things tiuly 
Good night, Gentlemen, Pei donate mi, and think not so much 
upon my faults, that you forget >our own 

If you say to me, (Mastei ) it would seem that you vi ere not 
veiy vise m writing to us Ihese flimfl-tm stones and pleasant 
fooleries I answer you, that you aie not much v isei to spend 
your time m leading them neveithelesse, if you read them to 
make youi selves merry as in manner of pastime I wrote them 
you and I both are farre more woithy of pardon, then a great 
labble of squint minded fellowes dissembling and counteifeit 
Saints demuie lookeps, h5T0cntes, pretended zealots tough 
Fiyars buskin Monks and other such sects of men, who dis 
guise themselves like Maskers to decene the V Olid for whilest 
they give the common people to undejstand, that they are 
busied about nothing but contemplation and devotion in 
fastings and maceration of their sensuality and that only 
to sustain and ihment the small frailty of then humanity it 
IS so far othervv isc that on the contrary (God knows) what cheer 
they make, Et Curios simulant sed bacchanalia mvunt You 
may lead it in gieat letteis, in the colouiing of their red snowts, 
and gulching bellies as big as a tun unlesse it be when they 
pel fume themselves with sulphui as for their study, it is wholly 
tal en up m reading of Pantagiuchn books not so much to passe 
the time meiiily, as to huit some one or other nlischievously to 
wit m articling sole articling wiy necl if ying, buttock stin in g , 
ballocking and diabhculating that is culumniating , wheiein 
they aic like unto the iiooi rogues of a village, that are busie 
in stiinng up and sci iping in the oiduie and filth of little 
children in the season of cherries and gumds and that only 
to find the kernels that they may sell them to the druggists, to 
make thereof pomandei oile Ply from these men abhorre and 
hate them as much as I do and upon my faith you will finde 
vour selves the bettci for it And if you desiie to be good 
Pantngiutlists (that is to sav, to live m peace joy, health, 
making youi selves ilvvaycs merry) never tiust those men that 
alwa3cs peep out at one hole 
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THE THIRD BOOK OF THE WORKS OF ^ MI 
FRANCIS RABELAIS ^ DOCTOR IN PH^ 
SICK ^ .O' CONTAINING THE HEROICK DEED 
"OF PANTAGRHEL THE SON OF GAP 

GANTUA ^ ^ NOW FAlTkFULL\ TRANSLATE] 
INTO ENGLISH .o- ^ BY TifE UNIMIIABLE PEJ 
OF ^ SIR THOMAS URWHART & BAR ^ < 
THE TRANSLATOR OF THE TWO FIRST < 
BOOKS 


FRANCIS RABELAIS 

TO THE SOUL OF THE DECEASED 

QUEEN OF NAVARRE 

Abstracted Soul, ravish’d with Ecstasies, 

Gone back, and now familiar in the Skies, 

Thy formei*Host thy Body, leaving quite 
Which to obey thee always took delight 
Obsequious, ready Now from motion free, 

Senseless, and as it were in Apathy 
Would’st thou not issue forth for a short space 
From that Divme Eternal, Heav nly Place, 

To see the Third Part in this Earthly Cell, 

Of the brave Acts of good Pantagrucl 

THE AUTHOR’S PROLOGUE TO THE 
THIRD BOOK 

Good People, most Illustiious Drinlers and you thrice precious Goul 
Gentlemen Did you ever see Diogenes the Cyme Philosopher ? If yc 
have seen him, you then had your Eyes in your Head oi I am very muc 
out of my Understanding and Logical Sense It is a gilhiit thing to s( 
the clearness of (Wine, Gold) the Sun 1 11 be judg d by the Blind, boi 
so, renowned in the Sacred Scriptures , who having at his choice to as 
whatever he would from Him who is Almighty, and whose Word in s 
Instant is effectually performed, ask d nothing else but th^t he might se 
Item, you are not young, which is a competent Quality for you to PhiL 
sophat more than Physically in Wine (not m vain) and henceforw ards 1 
be of the Baccbick Council , to the end that opening there, you may gi\ 

314 



THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAISf 

your Opinion faithfully of the Substance Colour, excellent Odour, 
Eminency, Propriety, Faculty, Virtue, and effectual Dignity of the said 
blessed and desired Liquor 

If you have not seen him (as I am easily induced to belie\e that >ou 
have not) at least you have heard some talk of him For through th^ Air, 
and the whole extent of this He^misphftre of the Heavens, hath his Report 
and Fame, even until this present time remained very memorable and 
renowned Then all of jou are derived from the Phrygian Blood (if I 
be not deceived) If you have not so many Crowns as Midas had, yet ha\ e 
you something (I know not what) of him, which the Persians of old 
esteemed more of m all their Otacusts and which was more desired by the 
Emperor Antonine , and gave occasion thejeafter to the Basilisco at 
Roan to be Surnamed Goodly Ears If you have not heard of him, I will 
presently tell you a Story to make your Wine relish Drink then so, to 
the purpose , hearken now whilst I give you notice, (to the end that you 
may not, like Infidels, be by your simplicity abused) that m his time he 
was a rare Philosopher, and the chearfullest of a thousand If he had 
some Imperfection, so have you, so have we , for there is nothing (but 
God) that IS perfect Ye^so it was, that by Alexander the Great (altho’ 
he had Aristotle for his Instructor and Domestick) was he held in such 
Estimation, that he wish d, if he had not been Alexander, to hav e been 
Diogenes the Sinopian 

When Philip King of Macedon enterpriseif the Siege and Rum of 
Corinth, the Corinthians having received certain Intelligence by their 
Spies, that he with a numerous Army in Battle Rank was coming against 
them, were all of them (not without cause) most terribly afraid , and 
therefore were not neglective of their duty, in doing their best Endeavours 
to put themselves in a fit posture to resist his Hostile Approach, and defend 
their own City 

Some from the Fields brought into the Fortified Places their Moveables, 
Bestial, Corn, Wine, Fruit, Victuals, and other necessary Provision 

Others did fortifie and rampire their^Walls, set up little Fortresses, 
Bastions, squared Ravelins, digged Trenches, cleaned Countermines, 
fenced themselves with Gabions, contrived Platforms, emptied Casemates, 
barricade d the false Brayes, erected the Cavalliers, repaired the Countre 
scrafes, plaisterd the Courtines, lengthned Ravelins, stopt Parapets, 
mortaised Barbacans, assured the Port culleys, fasten d the Herses, 
Sarasinesks and Cataracks, placed their Centries, and doubled their 
Patrouilee 

Every one did Watch and Ward, and not one was exempted from 
carrying the Basket 

Some polish d Corselets, varnish’d Backs and Breasts, clean’d the 
Head pices. Mail Coats, Brigandines, Salads, Helmets Murrions, Jacks, 
Gushets, Gorgefs, Hoguines, Brassers and Cuissars, Corselets, Hauber 
geons. Shields, Bucklers, Targuets, Greves Gantlets and Spurs 

Others made ready Bows, Slings, Crossbows, Pellets, Catapults, 
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Migrames or Fire balls, Firebrands, Balists Scorpions, and other 
such 'V\ arlAe Engines, expugnalorie, and destructne to the Hclle 
polists 

They sharpned and prepared Spears Staves, Pikes, Brown Bills, 
Halberts Long Hooks, Lances, Zagages, Quarter staves. Eel spears, 
Partrsans, Trout staves. Clubs, Cattle axes, Maces, Darts, Dartlets, 
Glaces, Javelins, Javelots, and Trunchions 

They set Edges upon Cuncters, Cutla ses, Badelans, Backswords, 
Tucks Rapiers, Bayonets, Arrowheads, Dags, Daggers Mandousians, 
Poignnrds, Whinyards, Knives, Skencs Sables, Chipping Knives, and 
Raillons 

Every Man exeicis d his Weapon, every Man scour d off the Rust from 
his natural Hanger Nor was there a Woman amongst them (tho never 
so reserv d or old) who made not her Harnish to be well furbish d , as you 
know the Corinthian Women of old were reputed very couragious Com 
batants 

Diogenes seeing them all so warm at work, and himself not employed 
by the Magistrates in any business whatsoever, he did very seriously (for 
many days together, without speaking one werd) consider and contem 
plate the Countenance of his Fellow Citizens 

Then on a sudden, as if he had been roused up and inspired by a 
Martial Spirit, he girded his Cloak, scarfways about his Left Arm, tuck d 
up his Sleeves to the Elbdw truss d himself like a Clown gathering Apples, 
and giving to one of his old acquaintance his Wallet Books, and Opisto 
giaphs, away went he out of Town towards a little Hill or Promontory of 
Corinth calld Cranie , and there on the Strand a pretty level place, did 
he roul his Jolly Tub, which serv d him for an House to shelter him from 
the Injuries of the Weather There, I say, m a great vehemency of his 
Spirit, did he turn it, veer it, wheel it, whirl it, frisk it, jumble it, shuffle 
It, huddle it, tumble it, hurry it, joult it, justle it, overthrow it, evert it, 
invert it, subvert it, overturn it beat it, thwack it bump it, bailer it, 
knock it, thrust it push it jerk it, shock it, shake it, toss it, throw 
It, overthrow it upside down, ftpsiturvy arsiturvy, tread it, trample it, 
stamp It, tap it, ting it, ring it, tingle it, toul it, sound* it, resound it, 
stop It, shut it, unhung it, close it, unstopple it And then again, in a 
mighty bustle, he bandy d it, slubber d it, hack d it whiiled it, weigh d it, 
dai ted it, hurl d it, stagger d it, reel d it, swindg d it, brangl d it, totter d 
It lifted It, heav d it, tiansformd it transfigurd it, transpos d it, trans 
placed It, reard it, raisd it, hoisd it, washd it, diglited it, cleans d it, 
rins d It, nail d it, settled it, fasten d it, shad 1 d it, fetter d it, level d it 
block d It, tuggd It, tew d it, carry d it, ebdasht it, beray d it, parch d 
it, mounted it, broach d it, nick d it notch d it, bespatter d it, deck d it, 
adorn d it, trimm d it garnish d it, gaged it, furnish d it boar d it, picre d 
It, trap d It rumbled it, slid it down the Hill, and precipitated it from the 
very height of the Cranie then from the foot to the top (like another 
Sisyphus with his Stone) bore it up again, and every way so bang d it and 
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belabour’d it, that it was ten thousand to one he had not struck the 
bottom of it out 

Which when one of his Friends had seen, and ask d him why he did so 
toil his Body, perplex his Spirit, and torment his Tub The Philosopher s 
Ans\ cr was, That not^ being employed in any other Charge by th^ Re 
pubhek he thought it expedient to thufider and storm it so tempestuously 
upon his Tub, that amongst a J’eople so fervently busie and earnest at 
work, he alone might not seerti a loitering Slug, and lazye Fellow To the 
same Purpose may I say of my self. 

Tin I he nd fnm Feir 

I am not \oid of Caie 

For perccuing no Account to be made of m^, towards the Discharge of a 
Trust of any great Concernment, and considering that through all the 
Parts of this most noble Kingdom of France, both on this and the other 
side of the Mountains every one is most diligently exercised and busied , 
some, in the fortifying of their own Native Country, for its Defence , 
others, in the repulsing of their Enemies by an offensive War , and all this 
with a Policy so excellent,‘«nd such admirable Order, so manifestly pro 
fitable for the futuie, whereby France shall have its Frontiers most 
magnifically enlarged, and the Frenches assured of a long and well grounded 
Peace , that very little withholds me from the Opinion of good Heraclitus, 
which affirmeth War to be the Father of all good things , and therefore do 
1 believe that War is in Latin called Bellum, not by Antiphrasis as some 
Patchers of old rusty Latin would have us to think, because in War there 
IS little Beauty to be seen, but absolutely and simply for that in War 
appeareth all that is good and graceful, and that by the Wars is purged out 
all manner of Wickedness and Deformity For Proof whereof the wise 
and pacihck Solomon could no better represent the unspeakable Perfection 
of the Divine Wisdom, than by comparing it to the due Disposure and 
Rani mg of an Army m Battle Array, well provided and ordered 

Therefore, by reason of my weakness and Inability, being reputed by 
my Compatriots unfit for the Oifensive part of Warfare , and on the other 
side, being no way employed in matter of the Defensive, altho it had been 
but to carry Burthens, hll Ditches, or break Clods, either whereof had 
been to me indifferent, I held it not a little disgraceful to be only an idle 
Spectator of so many valorous, eloquent and warlike Persons, who in the 
view and sight of all Europe act this notable Interlude or Tragi Corned), 
and not make some Effort towards the Performance of this, nothing at all 
remains for me to be done In my opinion, little Honour is due to such as 
are meer Lookers on, liberal of their Eyes, and of their Purse parsimonious 
who conceal their Crowns, and hide their Silver, scratching their Head 
vMth one Tingei like grumbling Puppies, gaping at the Flyes like Tythe 
Calves , clapping down their Ears like Arcadian Asses at the Melody of 
Musicians who with their very Countenances in the depth of silence, 
express their consent to the Prosopopeie 
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HaMng made this Choice and Election it seem d to me tint nn 

Exercise therein ttould be neither unprolitahir nor tnuibk-^omc to tiiv 
whilst I should thus set a going my Diogtnu d lull wluth is ill tint is 
left me safe from the Shipwrad of my foimer Misfortiin s 

At this dingle dangle wagging of my 1 ub^ t\h U « ouul t mi ha\ e jik to 
do ? By the \ iigin that tucl s up h« Sleeve, I know not is v et St u ^ 

little till I suck up a Draught of this Bottle it is nu tun rn 1 onK 

Helicon it is my Cabalhne i oimtain , it is in> sole 1 ni lusi ism 1 )i m) 
ing thus, I meditate discourse, resolve and concludi Afur that the 
Epilogue IS made, I laugh, I vviitc I coinpo c and dunk at, un Lnmus 
drinking wrote, and writing, dranl Aesch)lus (if Iliiltrfh in hib 
Symposiacs merit any Eaith) drank romposiin, ) and diinl in( compobCil 
Homer never wrote fasting and Cato never wrote till ifUrhi liuldiunl 
These Passages I have brought before you, to the end vou mav not sav 
that I live without the Example of Men well praised and belli r piiit d 
It is good and fresh enough, even (as if you would sav ) it is cnLrm„ upon 
the Second Degree God, the good Cod Sabaoth (th il is to 'a\ liie (. od 
of Armies) be praised for it eternally If >QU, aftci the s une manner 
would take one gieat Draught, or two little ones whilst }i)U li i e sour 
Gown about you, I truly find no kind of Inconveniencv in it, prov ided v ou 
send up to God for all some small scantling of I hanks 

Since then my Luck or Destiny is such as yo^ have lie ird (for it is not 
for every body to go to Coimth) I am fully resolved to be so little idle and 
unprofitable that I will set my self to serve the one and the oihti sort i [ 
People Amongst the Diggers Pioniers, and Rampirc builders I will do 
as did Neptune and Apollo at Troy under Laomedon or as did Ken ruU of 
Mountauban in his latter days I will serve the Masons, 1 11 sit on the 
Pot to boil for the Bricklayers and whilst the minced Me it is n r! u g 
ready at the sound of my small Pipe, 1 11 measure the murzle of the mu iiif 
Dotards Thus did Amphion, with the Melody of his Harp, found build, 
and finish the great and renowned City of Ihebes 

For the Use of the Warnours, I am about to broach off new m\ I’ in 1 
to give them a taste (which by two former Volumes of mine, if b\ the 
deceitfulness asd falsehood of Printers they hid not been jumblnl 
marrd, and spoil d, you would have very well relish d) mil diaw uiUo 
them of the growth of our ovv n tnppery Pastimes, a g ilhnt third vrt ol i 
Gallon, and consequently a jolly cheaiful Quart of PantagruLlii k St n 
tences, which you may lawfully call (if you please) Diogemcal and sh ill 
have me (seeing I cannot be their Fellow Soldier) for their faithful Butkr, 
refreshing and cheering, according to my little power, their return from 
the Alarms of the Enemy, as also, for an indefatigable Extoller of Ihcir 
Martial Exploits and Glorious Atchievements I shall not fail therein 
par lapaihium acutum de dteu, if Mars fail not in Lent, which the cunmiiu 
Lecher (I wanant you) will be loth to do ^ 

I remember nevertheless to have read, that Ptolemee the Son of I agus 
one day, among the many Spoils and Booties, which by his Victories he 
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had acquired, presenting to the Egyptians in the open view of the People 
a Bactrian Camel all black, and a party colour d Slave, m such sort, as 
that the one half of his Body was black, and the other white, not in 
partition of Breadth by the Diaphragina, as was that Woman conse 
crated to the Indian Venus whom the Tyancan^ Philosopher did see 
between the River Hydaspes and Mount Cjiucasus, but m a perpendicular 
Dimension of Altitude, which were things never before that seen in 
Egypt He expected, by the shew of these Novelties, to win the Love of 
the People But what happened thereupon ? At the production of the 
Camel they were all affrighted, and offended at the sight of the party 
colour d Man , Some scoff d at him, as a detestible Monster brought 
forth by the Errour of Native In a word , of the hope which he had to 
please these Egyptians and by such means to encrease the Affection which 
they naturally bore him, he was altogether frustrate and disappointed , 
understanding fully by their Deportments, that they took more pleasure 
and delight m things that were proper, handsom and perfect tljan in 
mishapen, monstrous and ridiculous Creatures since which time he had 
both the Slave and the Camel in such dislil e, that very shortly thereafter, 
either through Negligence or for want of ordmary Sustenance, they did 
exchange their Life with Death 

This Example, My Cake will be Dough, and for my Venus I shall have 
but some deformed Pupjw, putteth me in a suspence between Hope and 
Fear, misdoubting that wr the Contentment which I aim at, I will but 
reap what shall be most distasteful to me , instead of serving them, I shall 
but vex them, and offend them whom I purpose to exhilirate , resembling 
in this dubious adventure Euclion s Cook, so renowned by Plautus in his 
Pot and by Ausonius m his Griphon, and by div ers others , which 
Cook, for having by his scraping discover’d a Treasure, had his Hide well 
curry d Put the case I get no Anger by it tho formerly such things fell 
out, and the lil e may occur again Yet, by Hercules, it will not So I 
perceive in them all one and the same specifical Form, and the like 
individual Proprieties, which our Ancestors calld Pantagruelism , by 
virtue whereof they will bear with any thing that floweth from a good, 
flee, and loyal Heart I have seen them ordinarily take Ckiod will in part 
of Payment and remain satisfied therewith, when one was not able to do 
better Having dispatch d this point, I return to my Barrel 

Up, my Lads to this Wine , spare it not Drink, Boys, and trowl it 
off at full Bowls If you do not think It good, let It alone lamnothke 
those officious and importunate Sots, who by Force, Outrage and Violence 
constrain an easie good naturd Fellow to whiffle, quaff, carouse, and 
what IS worse All honest Tiplers, all honest gouty Men, all such as are 
a dry, coming to this little Barrel of mine, need not drink thereof, if it 
please them not But if they have a mind to it, and that the Wine prove 
agreeable to the Tastes of their worshipful Worships, let them drink 
frankly, freely and boldly, with out paying any thmg and welcome This 
la my Decree, my Statute and Ordinance And let none fear there shal' 
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be any want of Wine, as at the Mannge of Cana in Galilee for how much 
soever you shall draw forth at the Faucet, so much shall I tun in at the 
Bung Thus shall the Barrel remain inexhaustible , it hath a lively 
Spring and perpetual Current Such was the Beverage contained within 
the Cup of lanlalus. which was figuratively represented amongst the 
Biacman Sages Such was iij IberiJi the Mountain of Salt, so highly 
written of by Cato Such was the Branch of Gold consecrated to the 
subterranean Goddess, which Virgil treats of so sublimely It is a true 
Cornu copia of Merriment and Railery If at any time it seem to you to be 
emptied to the r ery Lees, yet shall it not, for all that, be drawn wholly 
dry Good Hope remains there at the bottom, as in Pandora s Bottle 
and not Despair, as m the Pune-tion of the Ranaids Remark well what 
I have said, and what manner of People they be whom I do invite , for 
to the end that none be deceived, I (m imitation of Lucihus, who did pro 
test that he wrote only to his own Tarentias and Consentious) have not 
pierced this Vessel foi any else, but jou honest Men, who are Drinkers of 
the First Edition, and Gouty Blades of the highest degree The great 
Dorophages Bribe mongers, have (on their hands) Occupation enough, and 
enough on the hooks, for* their Venison There may they follow their 
Prey here is no Garbage for them You Pettifoggers, Garbellers and 
Masters of Chicanery, speak not to me, I beseech you, m the Name of, and 
for the Reverence you bear to the Four Hips tV;pt ingender d you, and to 
the Quicknmg Peg which at that time conjoined them As for Hypocrites, 
much less, altho they were all of them unsound m Body, pockif>’d, 
scurfie, furnish d with unquenchable Thirst and insatiable Eating, 
because indeed they are not of good, but of evil, and of that evil from 
which we daily pray to God to deliver us And albeit we see them some 
times counterfeit Devotion, yet never did Old Age make pretty Moppet 
Hence Mastiffs, Dogs m a Doublet , get you behind, aloof Viliams, out of 
my Sunshine, Currs, to the Devil Do you jog hither, wagging your 
Tails, to pant at my Wine, and bepiss my Barrel ? Look here is the 
Cudgel, which Diogenes, m his last Will, prdamed to be set by him after 
his Death for beating away crushing the Rems, and breaking the Backs 
of these Bustunry Hobgoblins, and Cerbenan Hell Hounds Pack you 
hence therefore, you Hyppoentes, to your Sheep dogs , Get you gone, 
you Dissemblers, to the Devil Hey I What, are you there yet ? I 
renounce my part of Papimanie If I snatch you, Grr, Grrr, Grrrrrr 
Avant, Avant I Will you not be gone ? May you never shit till you be 
soundly lash’d with Stiriup leather, never piss but by the Strapado, nor 
be otherways warmed, than by the Bastinado 
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CHAPTER I 

How Paniagruel tiansported a Colony of Utopians into Dypsodie 

Pantageuel having wholly subdued the Land of Dypsodie, 
tiansported thereunto a Colony of Utopians, to the number 
of 9876543210 Men besides the Women and little Children, 
Aitificers of all Trades, and Professors of all Sciences to 
people, cultivate and improve that Coilntry which otherways 
was ill inhabited and m the gieatest part thereof but a meer 
Desert and Wilderness and did transport them so much foi the 
excessive multitude cf Men and Women which were in Utopia 
multiplied (for number) like Grashoppers upon the face of the 
Land You understand well enough, nor is it needful further 
to explain it to you, that the Utopian Men had so rank and 
fmitful Genitories, and that the Utopian Women carried 
Matrixes so ample, so glutonous so tenaciously letentive and 
so Architectonically cellulated, that at the end of every Nmth 
Month Seven Children at the least (what Male what Female) 
were brought forth by every mariy’d Woman, in imitation of 
the People of Jsrael in Egjpt, if Anthony de Lyra be to be 
tiusted Nor yet was this TianspHntation made so much for 
the Fertility oi the Soil the Wholsomness of the Air oi Com 
modity of the Country of Dypsodie as to retain that Rebellious 
People within the Bounds of their Duty and Obedience by this 
new Transport of his ancient and most faithful Subjects, who 
from all time out of mind, never knew , aclmowledged, owned or 
served any other Sovereign Lord but him , and who likewise 
from the very instant of their Bnth as soon as they were 
entred mto this Woild had, with the Milk of their Mothers and 
Nurses, suck’d in the Sweetness, Humanity and Mildness of his 
Government, to which they were all of them so nourished and 
habituated, that theie was nothing surer, than that they would 
sooner abandon their Lives, than sweive from this singulai 
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and primitive Obedience natuially due to then Prince, v hither 
soevei they should be dispersed or removed 

And not only should they and then Childien siicicssnclv 
descending fiom then Blood, be such, but also uould 1 ccfi and 
mamtain in this sjme Fealty and obsequious Obstnanee ill 
the Nations lately annexed to* his Empire Which so tiiilj 
came to pass, that therein he was not disajapointed of his Intent 
For if the Utopians were, befoie their Transplantation thither 
dutiful and faithful Subjects the Dypsodes after some few 
days conversing -with them, were every whit as (if not more) 
loyal than they , and that Ijy virtue of I know not v hat natuial 
Fervency incident to all Human Creafures at the beginning of 
any labour wherein they took delight , solemnly attesting the 
Heavens, and Supreme Intelligences, of their being only soirj 
that no sooner unto then knowledge had arrived the great 
Renown of the good Pantagiuel 

Remark therefore here (honest Drinkers) that the manner 
of preserving and retaining Countries newly conquer’d in 
Obedience, is not (as hath been the erroneous Opinion of some 
Tyrannical Spirits to their own Detriment and Dishonoiii) to 
pillage, plunder, force, spoil, trouble, oppress, \e\, disquiet, 
rum and destioy the People mling governing, and keeping 
them in awe vith Rods of Iron , and (in a word) eating and 
devouring them, after the fashion that Homer calls an Unjust 
and Wic&d King, 6r)iiol3opov, that is to say, a Dc\ouier of 
his People 

I will not bring you, to this Purpose the Testimonj of 
ancient Writers , it shall suffice, to put you m mind of what 
your Fathers have seen thereof and your selves too, if you be 
not very Babes Newborn, they, must be gnen suck to, 
rock’d m a Ciadle, and dandled Trees newly planted must be 
supported, uflder propp’d, strengthned and defended against 
all Tempests Mischiefs, Injuries and Calamities And one 
lately saved from a long and dangerous Sickness and new upon 
his Recovery, must be forborn, spared and cherished, in such 
sort, that they may harbour in their own Breasts this Opinion 
That there is not m the Woild a King or a Prmce who does 
not desire fewer Enemies, and more Friends 

Thus Osins, the great King of the Egyptians, conquer’d 
almost the whole Eaith, not so much by Force of Anns, as by 
easing the Pebple of their Troubles, teaching them how to live 
well and honestly, giving them good Laws, and using them with 
all possible Affability, Courtesy, Gentleness and Liberality 
3-3 
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Therefore was he by all Men deservedly entituled Great King 
Evergetes, (that is to say, Benefactor), which Style he obtained 
by virtue of the Command of Jupiter to Pamyla 

And in effect Hesiod m his Hierarchy placed the good 
Daemons (call them Angels if you will or .Genmses) as Intel 
cessors and Mediators betwi\t the Gods and Men, they bemg 
of a degiee infeiioui to the Gods but supenoui to Men , and for 
that thiough their Hands the Riches and Benefits we get from 
Heaven are dealt to us , and that they are continually doing 
us good, and still protecting us fiom evil He saith, that they 
exercise the Offices of Kings because to do always good, and 
never ill, is an Act most singularly Royal 

Just such another was the Emperor of the Universe, Alex 
ander the Macedonian After this manner was Hercules 
Sovereign Possessoi of the whole Continent relieving Men fiom 
monstrous Oppiessions, Exactions and Tyrannies governing 
them with Discretion maintaining them in Equity and Justice, 
instructing them with seasonable Poheres and wholsom Laws, 
convenient for, and suitable to the Soil, Climate and Dis 
position of the Country, supplying where was wanting, abating 
what was superfluous, ■"and pardoning all that was past, with a 
sempiternal forgetfulness oi all pieceding Offences, as v as the 
Ainnestie of the Athenians, when by the Prowess, Valour and 
Industry of Thrasybulus the Tyrants were exterminated 
afterwaids at Rome by Cicero exposed, and renewed under the 
Emperor Aurelian These are the Philtres Allurements, 
Jynges Inveiglements Baits and Enticements of Love, by the 
means whereof that may he peaceably revived, which was 
painfully acquired Nor can a Conqueror reign more happily, 
whether he be a Monarch, Elmperor King Prince or Philosopher, 
than by making his Justice to second his Valour His Valour 
shows it self in Victory and Conquest , his Justice will appeal 
in the Good will and Affection of the People when he maketli 
Laws, pubhsheth Ordinances, estabhsheth Religion, and doth 
what IS right to every one, as the noble Poet Virgd writes of 
Octavian Augustus 


Vutorque volsntes 
Per populos dat jura 

Therefore is it that Homer in his Iliads calleth a good Prince 
and great King Koa-fiqropa. XaZv, that is, The Ornament of the 
People 
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Such was the Coiihideration of Numa Pompilius the Second 
King of the Romans, a just Politician ind wise Philosopher, 
when he oidained that to God Teiminus on the Day of his 
Festival call’d Teiminales, nothing should be sacrificed that 
had died , teachu^ us theieby, that the Bounds Limits and 
Frontieis of Kingdoms should be guaided, and preserved in 
Peace, Amity and Meelaiess, without polluting our hands v\ith 
Blood and Robbery Who doth otheiways, shall not only lose 
what he hath gained but also be loaded with this Scandal and 
Reproach, Thxt he is an unjust and wicl ed Purchasei, and his 
Acquests perish with him, Jvxta ^llud malcB paita male 
dilabuniur And altho’ during his whole Life time, he should 
have peaceable Possession thereof yet if what hath been so 
acquired moulder away in the Hands of liis Heirs the same 
Opppoby, Scandal and Imputation will be charged upon the 
Defunct, and his Memory remain accuised, for his unjust and 
unwarrantable Conquest, Junta tllud, de male qucesiixs vix 
gaudet terhus hceres 

Remark likewise. Gentlemen, you Gouty Feoffees, m this 
mam Point w orthy of your Observation how, by these means, 
Pantagruel of one Angel made two wHich was a Contingency 
opposite to the Council of Chailemame who made two Devils 
of one, when he transplanted the Saxons into Flanders, and the 
Flemms into Saxony For not being able to keep in such 
Subjection the Saxons, whose Dominion he had joined to the 
Empire, but that e\er and anon they would break forth into 
open Rebellion if he should casuall> be drawn into Spam, 
or other remote Kingdom He caused them to be bi ought unto 
his own Countiy of Flanders, the Inhabitants whereof did 
naturally obey him , and transported the Haynaults and 
Flemens, his^ ancient loving Subjects into Saxony, not mis 
trusting their Loj alty now that they were transplanted into a 
strange Land But it hapned that the Saxons persisted m 
their Rebellion and primitive Obstinacy , and the Flemens 
dwelling m Saxony did imbibe the stubborn Manners and Con 
ditions of the Saxons 
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CHAPTER II 

How Panittge was made Laird of Salmygondm in Dypsodie, 
and did waste his Revenue hejme it came in 

Whilst Pantagmel was giving Older for the Government of all 
Uypsodie, he assigned to Panuige the Lairdship of Salmygondm, 
which was yeaily worth 6789106789 Royals of certain Rent 
besides the uncertain Revenue of the Locusts and Perm inkles 
amounting one year with another to the value of 4357G8 or 
24857G9 I rench Crowns of Berry Sometimes it did amount to 
1230554821 Seraphs when it \vas a good Year, and that Locusts 
and Periwinkles weie m request , but that was not eveiy Year 
Now his Worship the new Laird, husbanded this his Est vte 
so providently well and prfidently that in less than fouiteen 
days he wasted and dilapidated all the ceitam asd uncertain 
Revenue of his Lairdship for three whole Years Yet did not 
he propeily dilapidate it, as you might sa> in founding of 
Monasteries building of Chutches erecting of Colleges, and 
setting up of Hospitals, or casting his Bacon Flitches to the 
Dogs , but spent it in a thousand little Banquets and jolly 
CoUations, keeping open House for all Comers and Goers , yea 
to all good Fellows, young Girls and pietty Wenches , felling 
Timbei burning the great Logs for the sale of the Ashes 
borrowing Money before hand buying deai selling cheap, and 
eating his Com (as it were) whilst it was but Grass 

Pantagruel being advertised of this his Lavishness, was in 
good sooth no way offended at the matter, angry nor sorry 
3*6 
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for I once told you and again tell it you that he nas the best 
little gieat Good man that evei girded a S-word to his Side 
he took all things in good part and interpreted every Action to 
the best Sense He never \exed nor disquieted himself ^vlth 
the least pretence^f Dislike to apy thing , because he Icnew that 
he must have most grosly abandoned the Divine Mansion of 
Reason, if he had perpiitted his Mind to be never so little 
giieved, afflicted or altered at any occasion whatsoe^ er For 
all the Goods that the Heaven covereth, and that the Farth 
contameth in all their Dimensions and Heighth, Depth, Breadtli 
and Length, are not of so,much worth, as that we should for 
them distmb oi disoidei our Affections, tiouble or perplex 
our Senses or Spnjts 

He drew only Panurge aside, and then making to hun a sweet 
Remonstrance and mild Admonition, very gently represented 
befoie him in strong Arguments That if he should continue in 
such an unthrifty course of Living, and not become a better 
Mesnagier, it would jhove altogether impossible for him, or at 
least hugely difficult at any time to make him Rich Rich I 
answered Panui ge Have you fixed your Thoughts there ’ 
Have you undeitaken the Task to enrtch me in this World ? 
Set your Mind to live meriily in the Name of God and good 
Folks, let no other Cark nor Care be haibouied within the 
Sacro sanctified Domicile of your Celestial Biain May the 
Calmness and Tianquility thereof be never incommodated with, 
or over shadowed by any frowning Clouds of sullen Imagma 
tions and displeasing Annoyance Foi if you live joyful merry, 
jocund and glad I cannot be but iich enough Every body 
cries up thrift, thiift, and good Husbandry , but many speak 
of Robin Hood that nevei shot m his Bow and talk of that 
Vertue of Mesnageiy, who know not what belong to it It is 
by me that ‘they must be advised From me therefore take 
this Advertisement and Information, that what is imputed to 
me for a Vice, hath been done m imitation of the Univeisity 
and Parliament of Pans places in which is to be found the true 
Spring and Source of the lively Idea of Pantheology and all 
manner of Justice Let him be counted an Heretick that 
doubteth thereof, and doth not firmly behe\e it Yet they m 
one day eat up then Bishop, or the Revenue of the Bishopnck 
(is it not all one) foi a whole yeai , j ea, sometimes for two 
This IS done on the day he makes his Entry and is installed 
Nor IS there any place for an Excuse , foi he caimot avoid it, 
unless he w ould be houted at and stoned for his Parsimony 
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^ It hath been also esteemed an act flowing from the Habit 
of the Four Cardinal %eitues Of Prudence in borrowing 
Money before hand for none knous \\hat may fall out , who 
is able to tell if the World shall last yet thiee years ? But 
although it should continue longer is there {Kty Man so foolish, 
as to have the Confidence to promise ^imself three yeais 1 

What fool so confident to say 
That he shall live one other day ? 

Of Commutative Justice m buying dear (I say upon Trust) 
and selling Goods cheap "(that is for ready Money) what says 
Cato m his Book of Husbandry to this puipose ? The Father 
of a Family (says he) must be a perpetual Seller, by which 
means it is impossible but that at last he shall become rich, 
if he have of vendible Ware enough still ready for Sale 

Of Distributive Justice it doth partake in giving Enter 
tainment to good (remark good) and gentle Fellows whom 
foituiie had Shipwrack’d (like Ulysses) upon the Rock of a 
hungiy Stomach without provision of Sustenance And like 
wise to the good (remark the good) and young Wenches 
For accordmg to the Sentence of Hippocrates Youth is 
impatient of Hunger, chiefly if it be vigorous, lively frolick, 
busk stirring and bouncing , which wanton Lasses wilhnglV) 
and heartily devote themselves to the pleasure of Honest Men , 
and aie in so far both Platonick and Ciceronian, that they do 
acknowledge their being bom into this World, not to be for 
themselves alone, but that m their proper Persons their Acquain 
tance may claim one share and their Friends another 

The veitue of Fortitudf appears therein by the cutting 
down and oveithiowing of the great Trees, like a second Milo 
-making Havock of the daik Forests, which did s*eive only to 
funiish Dens, Caves, and shelter to Wolves with Boars and 
Foxes and afford Receptacles, witlidiawing Corners and 
Refuges to Robbers, Thieves and Muitherers , lurking holes 
and sculking places for Cut-throat Assassinators , secret 
obscure shops for Coiners of false Money, and safe Retreats for 
Hereticks, laying them even and level with the plain Champion 
Fields and pleasant Heathy Ground, at the sound of the Haut 
bois and Bagpipes playing reeks with the high and stately 
Timbei, and prepaiing Seats and Benches for the Eve of the 
dreadful day of Judgment 

I gave thereby proof of my Temperance in eating my Corn 
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iil&t it was but Grass, like an Hermit feeding upon Sallets^ancl 
Dots and so affranchising my self fiom the Yoak of sensual 
Dpetites to the uttei disclaiming of their Sovereignty, I 
ight the bcttei reserve somewhat in store, for the lelicf of the 
me, blind, ciip':Je, maimed, needy, pool and waiting 
retches t * 

In taking this couise I save the expence of the veed 
ubbers who gam Money of the Reapeis m Hart est time 
ao drink lustily, and without water of Gleaners, who will 
-pect their Cakes and Bannocks , of Threshers, who leave no 
arlick Scallions, Leeks nqr Onyons m our Gardens (by the 
ithoiity of Thestilis in Virgil) and W the Millers, who are 
nerally Thieves ^nd of the Bakers who are little better 
this small Saving or Frugality ’ besides the mischief and 
image of the Field mice, the decay of Bams and the destiuc 
Dn usually made by Weesils and other Vermin 
Of Corn m the Blade You may make good Green sauce 
a light xcncoction, 3nd easie Digestion, which recreates the 
ram, and exhilarates the Animal Spirits, rejoyceth the Sight, 
leneth the Appetite delighteth the Taste, comforteth the 
eart, tickleth the Tongue cheaieth the»Countenance, striking 
fresh and lively Coloui strengthnmg the Muscles, tempers the 
lood disburthens the Midnf, reficsheth the Liver disobstructs 
le Spleen, easeth the Kidnejs, suopleth the Rems quickens 
le Joynts of the Back, cleanseth the Urine Conduits, dilates 
le Spermatick Vessels shortens the Cieniasteis, purgeth the 
ladder, puffeth up the Gemtoiies, correcteth the Prepuce, 
irdens the Nut, and rectifies that Member It will make you 
ive a current Belly to trot fart, dung piss, sneeze, cough spit, 
jlch, spew yaavn snuff, blow, brgath, snort sweat, and set 
lunt your Robin, with a thousand other rare Advantages I 
iderstand you very well (siys Pantagrael) you would thereby 
ier that those of a mean Spirit and shallow Capacity, have 
Dt the skill to spend much in a short time You are not the 
rst in whose conceit that Heresie hath entied Nero main 
Lined it, and above all Mortals admired most his Unkle Cams 
aligula, for having m a few day s, by a most wonderful pregnant 
ivention totally spent all the Goods and Patrimony which 
ibeiius had left him 

But instead of observing the Sumptuous Supper curbing 
aws of the Romans, to wit, the Orcliia the Fannia, the Didia 
le Licinia, the Cornelia the Lepidiana, the Antia, and of the 
orinthians , by which they were inhibited, under pam of great 
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Punishment, not to spend moie in one v^'ar than then annual 
Revenue did amount to You ha\e olleied up the Oblation 
of Protervia, which w as with the Romans such a Sacrifice as the 
Paschal Lamb was amongst the Jcavs ^^heleln all that was 
eatable was to be eaten and^the remaindiji^ to be thrown into 
the fire, without reservmg anythin,^ for the ne\.t day I may 
very justly say of you, as Cato did of Albidius who aftei that 
he had by a most extravagant Expencc wasted all the IMeans 
and Possessions he had to one onl} House he fairly set it on 
Fire, that he might the better say, Consummatum est Even 
just as since his time St Thomag Aquinas did when he had 
eaten up the whole laifiprcy, although there was no necessity 
m It 



CHAPTER III 

How Panuige piaiy’ih the Behioii and Borrowers 

But, quoth Pantagruel, when will you be out of Debt ? At the 
next ensuing Term of the Greek Calends, ansveied Panurge 
when all the World shall be content and that it be your fate 
to become your own Hen The Lord forbid that I should be out 
of Debt as if, indeed I could not be trusted Who leav es not 
some Leaven over Night, will hardly have Past the next 
Morning 

Be still indebted to some body or other that there may be 
some body always to pray for you , that the Giver of all good 
things may grant unto you a blessed, long, and prosperous Life, 
fearing if Fortune should deal crosly with you, that it might be 
his chance to come short of being paid by you , he will always 
o3o 
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speak good of you in every Company ever and anon purchase 
new Cieditois unto you , to the end that tluough their means 
you may make a shift by borrowing from Peter to pay Paul 
and with other Foil s Eaith fill up his Ditcjr When of old in 
the Region of the Gauls by the Institution of the Drinds, the 
Servants, Slaves and Bondmen wei« burnt quick at the Funerals 
and Obsequies of their Lords and Masters had not they fear 
enough, think you that their Lords and Masters should die ? 
For per force, they weie to die with them for Company Did 
not they uncessantly send up then Supplications to their great 
God Meicuiy, as likei^ise unto Dis the Father of Wealth to 
lengthen out their Days and preserve them long in Health ’ 
Were not they very caieful to entertain them well, punctually 
to look unto them, and to attend them faithfully and circum 
spectly ? For by those means were they to live together at 
least until the hour of Death Believe me your Creditors with 
a more fervent Devotion will beseech iUmighty God to prolong 
your Life, they being of nothing more afraid than that jou 
should die , for that they are more concerned for the Sleeve 
than the Arm, and love Silver better than their own Lives , as 
it evidently appeareth by the Usurers of Landerousse, who not 
long since hanged themselves because the price of the Corn 
and Wines was fallen, by the return of a gracious Season 

To this Pantagruel answering nothing Paiiurge went on in 
his Discouise saying Truly, and m good sooth (Sir,) when I 
ponder my Destmy aright and think well upon it, you put me 
shrewdly to my Plunges, and have me at a Bay m twitting me 
with the Reproach of my Debts and Creditois And yet did I, 
m th s only respect and consideration of being a Debtor, 
esteem my self woishipiul, reverend and formidable For 
against the Op nion of most Philosophers, tljpt of nothing 
aiiseth nothing yet, without having bottomed on so much as 
that which is called the First Matter did I out of nothing become 
such Maker and Creator, that I have cieatecl — ^what ? a gay 
number of fair and lolly Creditors Nay, Creditors (I will 
maintain it, even to the very Fire it self exclusively) are fan 
and goodly Creatures Who lendeth nothing is an ugly and 
wicked Creature, and an accursed imp of the Infernal Old Nick 
And there is made what ? Debts A thing most precious and 
dainty, of great Use and Antiquity Debts, (I ijay) surmount 
mg the number of Syllables which may result from the Com 
binations of all the Consonants, with each of the Vowels hereto 
fore projected, reckoned and calculated by the Noble Xeno 
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crates To judge of the perfection of debtors by the Nunfei * 
osity of their Creditois is the readiest way for entrmg into the 
Mysteries of Practical Anthmetick 

You can hardly imagine how glad I am, when every Mom 
mg I perceive my s^lf environed and suiiounded with Biiggdes 
of Creditors , humble, fawnyig dJid full of their Reverences 
And whilst I remark that, as I look more favourably upon, and 
give a choaifuller Countenance to one than to another, the 
Fellow thereupon buildeth a conceit that he shall be the first 
dispatched, and the foremost m the Date of Payment , and he 
valueth my Smiles at the rate of ready Money It seemeth unto 
me that I then act aid personate the'God of the Passion of 
Saumure, accompanied with his Angels and Cheiubims 

These are my Flatterers, my Soothers, my Claw backs my 
Smoothers, my Parasites my Saluters my givers of good 
Moirows, and perpetual Orators , which makes me veiily 
think, that the supreamest height of Heroick Veitue, described 
by Hesiode, consisteth m being a Debtor wherein I held the 
first Degree in mv Commencement Which Dignity though all 
Human Creatures seem to aim at and aspire thereto few 
nevertheless, because of the Difficulties in»the way and Incum 
brances of haid Passages aie able to reach it as is easily pei 
ceivable by the aident desire and vehement longing haiboured 
in the Breast of every one, to be still treating more Debts, and 
new Creditors 

Yet doth It not he in the power of every one to be a Debtor 
To acquire Creditors is not at the disposure of each Man’s 
Aibitriment You neveitheless would deprive me of this 
sublime Felicity You ask me when I will be out of Debt 
Well, to go yet further on, and possibly worse m youi Conceit 
may Sanct Babhn, the good Sanct snatch me, if I have not all 
my Life tune held Debt to be as an Union oi Conjunction of 
the Heavens with the Earth, and the whole Cement whereby the 
Race of Mankind is kept together jea of such \eitue and 
Efficacy, that I say, the whole Progeny of Adam would very 
suddenly perish without it Therefore perhaps, I do not think 
amiss, when I repute it to be the great soul of the Universe 
which (according to the Opinion of the Academicks) vivifj eth 
all manner of things In Confirmation whereof, that you may 
the better believe it to be so, represent unto your self without 
any prejudicady of Spirit, in a clear and serene Fancy the 
Idea and Form of some other world than this , take if j. ou 
please, and lay hold on the thirtieth of those which the Philo 
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so^her IMethrodorus did enumerate wherein it is to be supposed 
thereisnoDebtor or Creditoi.that istosaj aWoild withoutDebts 

There amongst the Planets will be no regular Couise all 
will be in disorder Jupiter reckoning himself to be nothing 
indebted unto Saturn will go near to dejiiude him out of his 
Sphere, and with the Homeiick Chain will he like to hang up 
the Intelligences, Gods, Heavens, D-emons, Heroes Devils, 
Earth and Sea together with the other Elements Saturn no 
doubt combining v ith Mars will reduce that so disturbed orld 
into a Chaos of Confusion 

Mercury then would be no more subjected to the other 
Planets , he would sco'n to be any longer their Camillus, as he 
was of old teimed m the Hetrurian Tongue , for it is to be 
imagined that he is no way a Debtor to them 

Venus will be no more Venerable, because she sha)l have 
lent nothing The Moon will remain bloody and obscuie 
For to what end should the Sun impart unto her any of Ins 
Light? He owed her nothing Nor yet will the Sun shine 
upon the Earth, nor the Stars send down any good Influence, 
because the Terrestrial Globe hath desisted fiom sending up 
their wonted Nourishment by Vapouis and Exhalations, where 
with Heraclitus said the Stoicks proved Cicero maintained 
they were cherished and alimented There would hkeways be 
in such a World no manner of Symbolization, Alteration nor 
Transmutation amongst the Elements , for the one wiU not 
esteem it self obliged to the othei, as having boiiowed nothing 
at all from it Earth then will not become Water, Water will 
not be changed into Air of Air will be made no Fire and Fire 
will afford no Heat unto the Earth , the Earth will produce 
nothing but Monsters Titans, Giants , no Ram will descend 
upon it nor Light shine theieon no Wind will blow there, 
noi Mill there be m it any Summer or Haivest Lucifei wfll 
break loose and issu ng forth of the depth of Hell accompanied 
with his Fillies Fiends and Horned Devils will go about to 
unnestle and drive out of Heaven all the Gods, as well of the 
greater as of the lesser Nations Such a World without lending 
will be no better than a Dog kennel a place of Contention and 
Wi angling, more unruly and irregular than that of the Rector 
of Pans a Devil of an Hurly buily and more disordeied con 
fusion, than that of the Plagues of Douay Men will not then 
salute one another , it will be but lost laboui to expect Aid or 
Succour from any, or to cry, Fire, Water, Murther, for none 
will put to their helping Hand Why ? He lent no Money, 
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tfiei% IS nothing clue to him No body is concerned in his 
Burning in his bhipmack in his Ruine or in lus Death , and 
that because he hitheito had lent nothing and would never 
theieafter have lent any thing In short Faith Hope and 
Charity would be quite banish d fiom such h voild for Men 
are boin to lelieve and assist'^one g^notliei*^ and in then stead 
should succeed and be mtioduced Defiance, Disdain and Ran 
cour, with the most execrable lioop of all Evils, all Impieca 
tions and all Miseiies Wheieupon j ou will think, and that not 
amiss that Pandoia had theie spilt her unlucky Bottle Men 
unto Men will be Wolves, Hobthiusheis and Goblms, (as weie 
Lycaon Belloiophon, Nebuchadonosor), Plunderers, High way 
Robbers, Cut thioats Rapperees, Muithereis Poysoners, Assas 
sinatois lewd, wicked, malevolent, pernicious Haters, set 
against every body, like to Ismael, Metabus or Tirngn the 
Athenian, who for that cause was named Misanthiopos m 
such sort, that it would prove much more easie m Natuie to 
have Fish entertained in the Air, and Bullocks fed m the bottom 
of the Ocean, than to support oi tolerate a rascally Rabble of 
People that will not Lend These Fellows (I vow) do I hate 
with a perfect Hatred , and if conform to the pattern of Ihis 
grievous peevish and perverse Woild which lendeth nothing, 
you figure and liken the little Woild, which is Man, you will 
find m him a terrible 3 ustling Coyle and Clutter The Head will 
not lend the sight of his Eyes to guide the Feet and Hands , 
the Legs will refuse to bear up the Body , the Hands will leai e 
off working any more for the rest of the Members , the Heait 
will be weary of its continual Motion for the beating of the 
Pulse and will no longer lend his Assistance the Lungs vill 
withdraw the use of their Bellows the Liver will desist fiom 
conveying any more Blood through the Veins for the good of 
the whole the Bladdei will not be indebted t® the Kidneys, 
so that the Uiine thereby will be totally stopped The Brains 
in the interim consideiing this unnatural course, will fall into 
a raving Dotage and with hold all feeling from the Sinews, and 
Motion from the Muscles Biieflj, m such a World without 
Order and Array, owing nothing lending nothing and borrow 
mg nothing, you would see a more dangerous Conspiration than 
that which ^sope exposed in lus Apologue Such a Woild will 
perish undoubtedly , and not only perish, but perish very 
quickly Were it iEsculapius himself, his I3ody would imme 
diately rot and the chafing Soul full of Indignation takes its 
flight to all the Devils of Hell after my Money 
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CHAPTER IV 

Panwge conUmieth pis Ifiscouise m the piaise 0 / 
Boiioioers and Lenders 

On the contiary, be pleased to repiesent unto jour Fancy 
another World wherein e\ery one Icndeth and every one 
oweth all are Debtors and all Creditors O how great will 
that Harmony be which shall theicbf result from the regular 
iMotions of the Heavens ! Melhinks I hear it every whit as 
well as ever Plato di5 Wliat Sym]rathy ill there be amongst 
the Elements ' O how delect able then unto Nature will be our 
own Works and Productions ’ Wlnlst Ceres appeaieth loaden 
with Corn Bacchus with Wines, Floia with Flowers, Pomona 
with Fruits, and Juno fan m a clear Air wholsom and pleasant 
I lose my self in this high Contemplation 

rhen will among the Race of Manl ind Peace Lo\ e, Bene 
volence Fidehtj Tranquility Rest, Banquets, h eastings Jo-^ 
Gladness Gold Silvei single Bloney Chains Rings, with other 
Ware, and Chaffer of that nature be found to trot fiom hand 
to hand , no Suits at Law no Wars no Strife Debate, nor 
Wrangling none wdl be there v Usurer, none will be there a 
Pinch penny a Scrape good Wietch 01 churlish hard hearted 
Refuser Good God ' Will not this be the Golden Age m 
the Reign of Saturn ? The true Idea of the Olympick Regions, 
wherein all Veilues cease Chanty alone ruletli, governeth, 
domineereth and trmmpheth All will be fair and goodly 
People there, all lust and veiLuous 

0 happy -World ' O People of that World most happy I 
Yea thrice and four tunes blessed is that People 1 I think m 
very deed that I am amongst them and swear to j ou by my 
good P oisooth, that if this glorious afoiesaid World had a Pope, 
aboundmg with Cardinals tliat so he might have the Association 
of a Sacred College, ui the space of veiv few yeais j ou should be 
sure to see the Sancts much thicker in the Roll, more numerous, 
wonder working and mmfick, more Services more Vows more 
Staves and Wax Candles than are all those in the Nine Bishop 
ricks of Britany, St Yves only excepted Consider (Sir) I 
pray jou, how the noble Patelin, haaing a mind to deify and 
extol even to the Third Heaaens the I-athcr of William Jos 
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seaume said no more but this And he did lend his Goods to 
those vho were desirous of them 

0 the fine Sayinw 1 Now let our Microcosm be fancied con 
form to this Model in all its Members , lendir^, borronmg and 
owing, (that is to say) according to its dwn Nature For 
Nature hath not to any othef end created man, but to owe 
borrow and lend no greater is the Harmony amongst the 
Hea\enly Spheres than that which shall be found in its well 
ordeied Policy Tlie Intention of the Founder of this Micro 
cosm IS to ha\e a Soul therein to be entertained, which is 
lodged there, as a Guest with its Host, it may live there for a 
while Life consisteth m Blood, Blood is the Seat of the Soul 
theiefore the chiefest Woik of Miciocosm is, to be malung 
Blood continually 

At this Forge are exercised all the Members of the Body , 
none is exempted from Labour, each operates apart and doth 
Its proper Office And such is their Hierarchy, that perpetually 
the one borrows from the othei, the one lends the other, and 
the one is the others Debtor The Stuff and Matter con 
venient which Nature giveth to be turned into Blood is Bread 
and Wine All kind of nounshmg Victuals is understood to be 
comprehended in these two, and from hence m the Gothish 
Tongue is called Companage To find out this Meat and Drink, 
to prepare and boil it, the Hands are put to Work, the Feet do 
walk and bear up the whole Bulk of the Corporal Mass , the 
Eyes guide and conduct all the Appetite m the Orifice of the 
Stomach, by Means of little sowrish black Humour (called 
Melancholy) which is transmitted thereto from the Milt, giveth 
warning to shut in the Food The Tongue doth make the fiist 
Essay, and tastes it the Teeth do chaw it and the Stomach 
doth receive, digest and cfiyhfie it , the Mesaraick Veins suck 
out of It what is good and fit, leavmg behind the Excrements, 
which aie, through special Conduits for that purpose, voided 
by an expulsive Faculty , thereafter it is carried to the Livei 
■where it being changed again, it by the vertue of that new 
Transmutation becomes Blood What Joy conjecture you, 
will then be found amongst those Officers when they see this 
Rivolet of Gold which is their sole Restorative ? No greater 
IS the Joy of Alchimists, when after long Travel, Toil and 
Expence they see in theu- Furnaces the Transmutation 
Then is it that every Member doth prepare it self, and strive 
a new to puiifie and to refine this Treasure The Kidneys 
through the emulgent Vems diaw that aquosity from thence 
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^\hich you call Uiine, and theie send it an ay Ihiouglf tfie 
Uieters to be shpt dowmvuds wheie in a lower Receptacle 
and pioper foi it to wit (the Bladdei) it is kept, and stayeth 
theie until an oppoitunity to void it out in his due tune The 
Spleen draneth liom the Blood its Teiiestnal part viz^ Tbe 
Giounds Lees or thick Su^stande setled m the bottom theieof, 
which ou teim Melancholy The Bottle of the Gall substracts 
fioin thence all the supeifluous Choler, whence it is brought 
to anothei Shop oi Woik house to be yet better purihed and 
fined that is the Heait which by its agitation of Dnstolick 
and S\stolick Motions so neatly subtihzeth and inflames it 
that in the light side Ventricle it is bifOught to perfection, and 
through the Veins is sent to aU the Members , each parcel of the 
Body draws it then unto its self, and after its own fashion is 
cherished and alimented by it Feet, Hands, Thighs Amis, 
E’i es. Ears, Back Breast, yea, all , and then it is that who 
before were Lendeis now become Debtors The Heart doth 
m its left side Ventricle so thmnifie the Blood that it thereby 
obtains the Name of Spnitual which bemg sent thiough the 
Aiteiies to all the Membeis of the Body, seiweth to waim and 
winnow the other Blood which runneth thiough the Veins 
The Lights never cease with its Lappets and Bellow s to cool 
and refresh it m acknowledgment of which good the Heait 
through the Artenal Vein impaits unto it the choicest of its 
Blood At last it is made so fine and subtle within the Rete 
Miiabilis that theieaftei those Animal Spiiits are fiamed and 
composed of it , by means wheicof the Imagination, Discoiiise 
Judgment, Resolution, Deliberation, Ratiocination and Memory 
have their Rise, Actings and Opeiations 

Cops body, I smk I drorvn, I peiish I wander astiav, and 
quite fly out of my self, when I enter mto the Consideration of 
the profound 'Abyss of this Woild, thus lending, thus owing 
Believe me, it is a Divme thing to lend, to owe an Heioick 
Veitue Yet is not this all , this little woild thus lending, 
owmg and borrowing, is so good and charitable that no sooner 
is the above specified Alimentation finished, but that it forth 
with projecteth, and hath already forecast, how it shall lend 
to those who aie not os yet bom, and by that Loan endeavour, 
what it may, to eternize it self and multiply in Images like the 
Pattern that is, Childien To this end e-veiy Member doth 
of the choicest and most precious of its Nouiisliment, pare and 
cut off a Portion, then instantly dispatchcth it downwards to 
that Place, wheie Nature hath piepaied foi it very fit Vessels 
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and Receptacles through ^^hlch descending to the Genitoiies by 
long Ambages, Cn cults and Flexuosities it leceiveth a Com 
petent Form, and Rooms apt enough both m the Man and 
Woman for the futuie Consei\ation and perpetuating of 
Human Kind All this is done by Loans aiyi Debts of the one 
unto the othei , and hence h4ve this woid the Debt of 
IMairiage Natuie doth leckon Pam to the Refusei, with a 
most grievous Vexation to his Membeis and an outiagious 
Fuiy amidst his Senses But on the othei part, to the Lendei 
a set Reivard accompanied with Pleasure, Joy, Solace, Miith, 
and meriy Glee 


CHAPTER V 

Eow Pantagruel altogether abhorreth the Dehtois and Bovoxiers 

I UNDERSTAND you vcKy well (quoth Pantagruel) and take you 
to be very good at Topicks and thoioughly affectioned to youi 
own Cause But pi each it up, and patiocinate it , piattle on it, 
and defend it as much as you will even from hence to the next 
Whitsontide, if you please so to do yet, m the end, will you 
be astonish’d to find how you shall have gained no ground at all 
upon me nor perswaded me by your fair Speeches and smooth 
Talk, to enter never so little into the Thialdom of Debt 1 ou 
shall ow'c to none (saith the Holy Apostle) an / thing save Love, 
Fiiendship and a mutual Jenevolence 

You serve me here I confess, with fine Gi aphides and 
Diatyposes Desciiptions and Figures, which titdy please me 
very well But let me tell you if you will represent unto your 
Fancy an impudent blustering Bully, and an importimate 
Bonower, entimg afiesh and newly mto a loAvn already 
advertised of his Manners, you shall find that at his Ingress the 
Citizens will be more hideously affrighted and amazed and in a 
greater terror and fear dread and trembling, than if the Pest it 
self should step into it in the very same Garb and Accoutrement 
wherein the Tyan'ean Philosopher found it withm the City of 
Ephesus And I am fully confirmed in the Opifiion, that the 
Persians erred not, when they said. That the second ■\hce v as 
to Lye, the first being that of owmg Money For m very truth, 
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Debts and Lying aie oidinarily joined together I will tfe%ci 
thcless not fiom hence infer, that none must owe any thing or 
lend any thing Foi who so iich can be that sometimes may 
not oive ? or who can be so pool, that sometimes may not 
lend V 

Let the Occasion notwithstaMing in that Case (as Phto vei v 
wisely saith, and oidaineth m his Laws) be such that none be 
peimitted to diaw any Water out of his Neighboui s Well, until 
fiist they, by continual digging and delving into then o\ni 
propel Ground, shall have hit upon a kind of Potter’s Eaith, 
which IS called Ceiamite and theie had found no Souice or drop 
of Water for that soit of Eaith, b/ieason of its Substance, 
which IS fat, stiong,, firai and close , so retameth its Humidity 
that it doth not easily evaporate it by any outwaid evcuision 
or evapoiation 

In good sooth, it is a great shame to chuse rather to be still 
bon owing m all places fiom eaeiy one, than to work and win 
Then only m my judgment should one lend, y hen the diligent 
boiling and mdustiious Person is no longei able by his Labom 
to make any Purchase unto hnnself oi otheivvise when by 
mischance he hath suddenly fallen mto an unexpected loss of 
his Goods 

Howsoeyer, let us leaie this Discouise, and fiom hence 
forwards do not hang upon Creditois, noi tie \oui self to them 
I make account, foi the time past, to iid you fieeR of them and 
from their bondage to deliyei j ou Ihe least I should m this 
Point, (quoth Panurge) is to thank you tho’ it be the most I can 
do And if Giatitude and Thanksgiving be to be estunated 
and piized by the Affection of the Benefactoi, that is to be done 
mfimtely and sempiteinally , foi tjie love which you beai me 
of youi own accord and fiee giace without any merit of mine, 
goeth far beyond the leach of any puce or value , it tianscends 
all weight, all numbei, all measuie it is endless and eveilast 
mg , therefore should I offer to commensurate and adjust it, 
either to the size and proportion of your own noble and giacious 
Deeds oi yet to the Contentment and Delight of the obliged 
Receivers, I would come off but very faintly and flaggmgly 
You have veiily done me a great deal of good, and multiplied 
your Favours on me more frequently than was fitting to one of 
my Condition ’iou have been more bountiful towaids me 
than I havfi deserved, and your Courtesies have by far sur 
passed the extent of my Merits, I must needs confess it But 
it is not, as you suppose, m the proposed Matter For there 
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it IS not wheie I itch it is not theie mUczc it fietteth hints 
or \e-veth me , foi htncefoith being quit and out of Debt nliat 
Countenance will I be able to keep ’ You may imagine that 
it will become me veiy ill for the hist IVIonth , bee mse I have 
never hiiheito been bi ought up oi accustomed to it, I am veiy 
much afiaid of it Fuitheimoic tli^ie shall not one hereafter, 
Native of the Countiy of Salmigondy but he shall level the 
Shot towaids my Nose all the backciacking Fellows of the 
World in dischaigmg of then Postein Petuades, use commonly 
to say Vmla pour les qmtfas , that is For the quit My Life 
will be of veiy shoit continuance, I do foiesee it I recommend 
to you the making of my Epit iph for I perceive I will die 
confected in the very stinch of Faits If d any time to come 
by way of restorative to such good Women as shall happen to 
be troubled with the giievous Pam of the Wind Cholick, the 
ordinary Medicaments prove nothing effectual, the Mununy of 
all my befarted Body will stieight be as a present Reined \ 
appointed by the Physicians whereof they inking any small 
modicum it will incontinently for then Ease afford them a 
Rattle of Bum shot like a Sal of Muskets 

Therefoie would I beseech you to leave me some few 
Centuiies of Debts as King Lewis xi exempting from Suits 
in Law the Reverend Milles d’llliers Bishop of Chartre, was by 
the said Bishop most earnestly solhcited to leave him some few 
for the exeicise of his Mind I had lather give them all my 
Revenue of the Peiiwinkles together with the other Incomes 
of the Locusts albeit I should not theieby have any parcel 
abated from off the principal Sums which I one Let us vai e 
this mattei (quoth Pantagiuel) I have told it you over again 
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CHAPTER VI 

Why Nejo marti/d Men were pmvileged fiom going to the Wan 

But in the interim ash’d Pnaurge, by what Law was it con 
stituted ordained, and established that such as should plant 
a new Vmeyaid those that should build a new House, and the 
new mairied Men should be exempted and dischaiged from the 
Duty of Waifaie for the fhst Year ? By the Law (answer’d 
Pantagmcl) of Mojses Why (reply’d Panurge) the lately 
marry d ? As for the Vine Planters I am now too old to reflect 
on tljem , my Condition, at this present induceth me to remain 
satisfied with the Care of Vintsge, finishuig and tuinmg the 
Giapes into Wine Nor aie these pretty new Buildeis of Dead 
Stones written oi pricL’d down in my Book of Life it is all 
with Live Stones that I set up and erect the Fabricks of my 
Architectuie to wit, Men It was accordmg to my opinion 
(quoth Pantagiuel) to the end fiist That the fresh mained 
Polks should for the first Year leap a full and compleat Fruition 
of their Pleasuies m their mutual exercise of the Act of Love, 
m such soit that in waiting more at leisure on the Pioduction 
of Posterity and propagating of their Progeny they might the 
better encrease their Race and make provision of new Heirs 
That if in the Years thereafter the Men should, upon then 
undergoing of some Military Adaentuie happen to be killd 
their Names and Coats of Arms might continue with their 
Children in the same Families And next that, the Wives 
theieby coming to know whether they were barren or fruitful 
(for one Yea* s Tiial in regard of the Maturity of Age wheiem 
of old thej maiiied was held sufficient for the Disco\ery) the^ 
might pitch the more suitably, in case of their first Husband s 
decease upon a second Match The Feitile Women to be 
wedded to those who desue to multiply then Issue , and the 
Steiil ones to such other Mates, as misiegaidmg the stormg ol 
their own Lmeage, chuse them only for their Virtues, Learning 
Genteel Behaviour, Domestick Consolation Management of the 
House and Matrimonial Conveniences and Comforts and such 
like The Preachers of Varennes (saith Panurge) detest and 
abhor the Second Mamages, as altogether foolish and dishonest 
Foolish and dishonest, (quoth Pantagiuel) A Plague take 
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sut3li*Preachcis < Yei but (quoth Panuige) tlie like Mischief 
also befal the Fi^ ar, Chaimei, ■v\ho m a full kuchtoiy making a 
Sermon at Penile and theiein abominating the Reiteiatioii 
of Maiiiage, and the entiing again into the Bonds of a Nuptial 
Tie, did swear and heaitily gi\ e himself to the swiftest Devil 
in Hell if he had not rather chusje, and Mould much more 
willingly uiideitake the unmaidenmg oi depucclating of a 
bundled Viigins than the simple Diudgeiy of one Widow 
Truly I find your Reason m that Point right good, and strongly 
giounded 

But nhat would you think, if the Cause why this Exemption 
01 Immunity was gianteJ had no othei Foundation, but that 
during the whole space of the said first Yeai, they so lustily 
bobb’d it with their Female Consoits (as both Reason and 
Equity lequne they should do) that they had drained and 
evacuated their Speimatick Vessels , and were become thereby 
altogether feeble, weak, emasculated diooping and flaggingly 
pithless , yea in such soit, that they in the Day of Battle, like 
Ducks which plunge over Head and Ears would sooner hide 
themselves behind the Baggage, than m the Company of valiant 
Fighters and daiing Military Combatants, appear wheie stem 
Belloiia deals hei Blows and moves a bustling Noise of Thwacks 
and Thumps Noi is it to be thought that under the Standard 
of Mars they will so much as once strike a fair Stioke, because 
then most consideiable Knocks have been already ]eik’d and 
whiriited within the Curtains of his Sweet heait Venus 

In confirmation whereof amongst other Relicks and Monu 
ments of Antiquity, we now as yet often see, that in all great 
Houses, aftei the expiring of some few Days these young 
married Blades are readily sent away to visit then Uncles, that 
in the absence of then Wives reposing themselves a little they 
may recover their decayed Strength by the recrtiit of a fiesh 
Supply, the moie vigorous to return again and face about to 
lenew the duelling Shock and Conflict of an amorous Dalliance 
Albeit (for the greater part) they have neithei Uncle noi Aunt 
to go to 

Just so did the King Crackart after the Battle of the Cornets 
not cashier us (speaking properly) I mean me and the Quaile 
caller, but for oui Refreshment remanded us to our Houses 
and he rs as yet seekrng after his own My Grandfather’s 
Godmothei was wont to say to me when I was a Boy , 
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Palomsters et Oratsons 
Soni pour ceux la qui les rettennmU 
Un fifjre en frenatsons 
Est plus jorl que deux qui en vtennenU 

Not Ons3ns nor Patrentftres 
Shall ever disohfier my Biam 
One Cadet, to the Field as he flutters, 

Is -worth two when they end the Campaign 

That which piompteth me to that opinion, is, that the Vine 
Planters did seldom eat of the Giapes„or dunk of the Wine of 
their Labou) , ’till the first \ ear was wholly elapsed Dm in g all 
which time also the Builders did hardly inhabit then new 
stmctui ’d Dw elling places for fear of dying suffocated through 
want of Respiration as Galen hath most learnedly remarked, 
m the Second Book of the Difficulty of Bieathing Under 
favour, Sir 1 have nc^t asked this Question without Cause 
causing and Reason tiuly very latiocmant Be not offended, 
I pray you 



CHAPTER VII 

How Panin ge had a Flea in his Ear, and forbore to uear 
any longer his magnificent Codpiece 

Panurge, the day thereafter, caused pierce his Right Ear, after 
the Jewish Fashion and thereto clasped a little Gold Ring of a 
Fearny like kind of Workmanship, m the Beazil or Collet wheie 
of was set and enchased a Flea , and to the end you may be rid 
of all Doubts, you aie to loiow that the Flea was black O 
what a brave 'thing it is in every case and circumstance of a 
flatter, to be throughly well mformed I The Sum of the 
Expence hereof bemg cast up, brought in, and laid do-wn upon 
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his council boaitl C irpet was found to amount to no more 
quaiteily than the Charge of the Nuptials of a Iliicanian 
Tigicbs, even as jou would say 600000 Maiavedis At these 
V ast Costs and eccessive Disbursements, as soon as he peiceiv d 
himself to be out of Debt he fiettcd much and aftenvaids a 
1 j rants and Lawj ers used to do, hp noin ish’d and fed her with 
the Svv eat and Blood of his Subjects and Clients 

He then took four Fiench Ells of a coiise brown Russet 
Cloth, and theiein apparelling himself, as with a long, plain 
seamed and single stitch d Gown left off the wearing of his 
Breeches, and tied a pair of Spectacles to his Cap In this 
Equijiage did he present himself befoie Pantagmel , to whom 
this Disguise appeared the more strange that he did not, as 
befoie see that goodlj, fan and stately Codpiece which was 
the sole Anchor of Hope wheiem he was wonted to lelj and 
last Refuge he had ’midst all the Waves and boisteious Billows, 
which a stormy Cloud in a cross Fortune would raise up against 
him Honest Pantagiuel, not undefstanding the Mystery, 
ask’d him, by way of Inteirogatoij what he did intend to 
personate m that new fangl d Prosopopeia ? I have (answer’d 
Panurge) a Flea m mine Ear and have a mind to mairy In 
a good time (quoth Pantagmel) >ou have told me joyful 
Tidings yet would not I hold a redhot Iron in my Hand for 
all the Gladness of them But it is not the fashion of Lovers 
to be accoutied in such dangling Vestments so as to have then 
Shirts fiaggmg down ov er their ICnees without Breeches, and 
with a long Robe of a dark blown mingled Hue, which is a 
Colour nevei used m Talarian Garments amongst any Persons 
of Honour, Quality, or Viitrie If some Heietical Persons and 
Schismatical Sectaries h£i.ve at any time formerly been so 
anaj-ed and cloathed (tho’ many have imputed such a kind 
of Diess to Cosenage, Cheat, Imposture, and aif Affectation of 
Tyranny upon credulous Minds of the rude Multitude) I wall 
nevertheless not blame them for it, noi in that Point judge 
rashly oi sinistiously of them, every one overflowingly 
aboundeth m his own Sense and Fancy Yea in Things of a 
Foreign Consideration altogether extrinsecal and mdifferent, 
which in and of themselves are neither commendable nor bad 
because they proceed not horn the Intel lor of the Thoughts and 
Heart, which is the Shop of all Good and Evil Of Goodness, 
if it be upright, and that its Affections be regulated by the puie 
and clean Spirit of Righteousness , and on the other side, of 
Wicl edness, if its Inclinations, straying bej ond the Bounds of 
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Eq?iity be corrupted and depraved bj. the JMalice and Sup'ges 
tions of the Devil It is onl> the No^ cltv and Nevfanglcdness 
theieof which I dislike together with the Contempt of common 
Custom and the Fashion which is in use 

The Colour (answei’d Panuige) is conyenient foi it is con 
foim to that of niy Councu boaj;d Carpet , theicfoie will I 
henceforth hold me iiith it and more naiiowly and circum 
spectlj than ever hitherto I have done look to my Affairs and 
Business Seeing I am once out of Debt, you ne\ er yet saw 
Man more unpleasing than I will be if God help me not Lo 
here be my Spectacles To see me afar off, you w ould readil}' 
say that it were Fiyax Buigess I belie\e ceitainly, that in 
the next ensuing A ear I shall once moie preach the Cioisade 
Bounce Buckram Do you see this Russet ? Doubt not but 
theie luiketh undei it some hid Pioperty and occult Virtue 
known to \ery few in the World I did not take it on before 
this Morning and nevertheless am already m a rage of Lust, 
made after a Wife, and vehemently hot upon untying the Cod 
piece point I itch I tmgle I waiggle and long exceedingly to 
be married that without the clanger of Cudgel blow's, I may 
labour my Female C®pes mate with the hard push of a Bull 
homed Devil 0 the provident and thrifty Husband that I 
then will be ' After my Death, with all Honour and Respect 
due to my Frugality will thev bum the Sacred Bulk of my 
Body , on purpose to preserve the Ashes theieof m memory of 
the choicest Pattern that ever was, of a perfectly wary and 
compleat Housholdei Cops body, this is not the Carpet 
whereon my Treasurer shall be illowed to play false in his 
Accompts with me, by setting down an X for a V, or an L for 
an S , foi in that case, should I make a hail of Fisticuffs to fly 
into his Face Look upon me (Sii) both befoie and behind it is 
made after the manner of a Toge which was thetincient fashion 
of the Romans in time of Peace I took the Mode, Shape and 
Foim thereof in Tiajan’s Column at Rome, as also m the 
Triumphant Aich of Septimus Severus I am tiied of the 
Wais, weary of wearing Buffcoats, Cassocks and Hoquetons 
My Shoulders are pitifully worn and bruised with the caiijing 
of Harness , let Armoui cease and the Long Robe beai sway , 
at least it must be so for the whole space of the succeeding 
Years If I be married as yesteiday, by the Mosaick Law, you 
evidenced in what concerneth the Breeches lAy Gieat Aunt 
Laurence did long ago tell me that the Bieeches were only 
ordained for the Use of the Codpiece, and to no other end 
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which I upon a no less forcible Consequence, gi\e credit to 
e^ery whit as well, as to the Saying of the fine Fellow Galen 
who in his Ninth Book Of the Use and Emplojanent of our 
Members alledgeth, That the Head was made for the E} es 
foi Natuie might have placed oui Heads m oui Knees or 
Elbows , but havm|f befoiehand' deteimmed that the Ej es 
should serve to discover things fiom afai she foi the better 
enabling them to execute their designed Office, fixed them in the 
Head (as on the top of a long Pole) in the most eminent Part 
of all the Body no otherwise than we see the Phaies, or high 
Toweis erected m the Mouths of Havens, the Navigatois may 
the faither off perceive with ease tha Lights of the nightly 
Fires and Lanterns And because I would gladly, for some 
shoit while (a Year dt least) take a little Rest and Breathing 
time trom the toilsom Labour of the Military Profession that 
IS to say be marry ’d , I have desisted fiom wealing any moie 
a Codpiece, and consequently have laid aside my Breeches 
For the Codpiece is the pimcipal and most especial Piece of 
Armour that a Waiiiour doth carry and therefore do I mam 
tain even to the Fire (exclusively, understand you me) that no 
Tuiks can properly be said to be armed Men m regard that 
Codpieces are by then Law forbidden to oe worn 


CHAPTER VIII 

Why the Codpiece is held to he the chief piece of Armour 
amongst Wari^ours 

Will you maintain (quoth Pantagruel) that the Codpiece is 
the chief piece of a Military Harness ? It is a new kind of 
Doctrme very Paradoxical For we say at Spurs begins the 
armmg of a Man Sir, I maintain it, (answered Panurge) and 
not wrongfully do I maintain it Behold how Nature haMng 
a fervent desire after its Production of Plants, Trees Shrubs, 
Herbs Sponges and plant Animals to eternize, and continue 
them unto all Succession of Ages (in their several Kinds, oi 
Sorts at least, although the Individuals perish) unminable and 
in an everlasting Bemg, hath most curiously armed and fenced 
their Buds, Sprouts, Shoots, and Seeds, wherein the above 
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mentioned peipetuity consisteth, by strengthning co\eimg, 
guarding and fortifying them with an admirable industry, 
with Husks Ca^es, Scurfs and Swads Hulls Cods Stones 
Films Cartels Shells Ears, Rinds, BaiLs Skins Ridges, and 
Piickles which serve them instead of stiong fan and natural 
Codpieces As is manifestly apparent m Pease, Beans Fasels, 
Pomegranates, Peaches Cottons '’Gouids, Pumpions, IMelons, 
Coin, Lemons Almonds, Walnuts Filberts, and Chestnuts , 
as likewise in all Plants, Slips or Sets whatsoever, wherein 
it is plainly and evidently seen, that the Sperm and Sentence 
IS more closely veiled, overshadowed, conobor ited, and 
throughly harnessed than any ouher part, poition or parcel 
of the whole 

Nature nevertheless did not after that manner provide for 
the sempiternizing of Human Race But on the contrary 
created Man naked, tender, and frail, without either offensive 
or defensive Arms , and that m the Estate of Innocence, in the 
first Age of all, which was the Golden.Season , not as a Plant, 
but living Creature, born for Peace, not War and brought forth 
urto the World with an unquestionable Right and Title to the 
plenary fruition and ,jen]oyment of all Fiuits and Vegetables , 
as also to a certain calm and gentle Rule and Dominion ovei 
all kinds of Beasts Fowls, Fishes, Reptils, and Insects Yet 
afterwards it hapnmg m the time of the lion Age, under the 
Reign of Jupiter, when to the multiplication of mischievous 
Actions Wickedness and Malice began to take root and footing 
within the then perverted Heaits of Men that the Eaith began 
to bring forth Nettles Thistles, Thorns Bryars, and such other 
stubborn and rebellious Vegetables to the Natuie of Min 
nor scarce was theie any Animal, which by a fatal Disposition 
did not then revolt from hfm and tacitly conspiie and covenant 
with one another to serve him no longer, (nor fii case of then 
ability to resist) to do him any manner of Obedience, but rather 
(to the utteimost of then Power) to annoy him with all the hurt 
and haim they could The Man then that he might maintain 
his primitive Right and Preiogative, and continue his Sway 
and Dominion over all, both Vegetable and Sensitive Creatures , 
and knowing of a truth that he could not be well accom 
modated as he ought, without the servitude and subjection of 
several Animals, bethought himself that of necessity he must 
needs put on Arms, and make provision of Harness against 
Wars and Violence By the holy Saint Babingoose, (cued out 
Pantagruel) you can become, since the last Ram, a great 
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Lifie lofre, Philosopher, I should say Take notice, ^Sw 
(quoth Panurge) when Dame Nature had prompted him to his 
own Aiming, what part of the Body it was wheie, by her 
Inspiration he clapped on the fiist Harness It was forsooth by 
the double pluck of my little Dog the Bnllock, and good Senor 
Don Piiapos Stabostando, which, done he was content *and 
sought no more This is dfertified by the Testimony of the 
great Hebrew Captain Philosopher Bloyses, who affirmeth 
That he fenced that Member with a biave and gallant Cod 
piece most exquisitely framed and by right curious Devices of 
a notably pregnant Invention made up and composed of 
Fig tree leaves which by leason of theis solid stiffness, incisory 
notches, curled frisling sleeked smoothness, large ampleness, 
together with their Colour smell vertue and faculty, veie 
exceeding proper, and fit for the coveting and arming of the 
Sachels of Generation the hideously big Lortam Cullions being 
from thence only excepted which swaggering down to the 
loweimost bottom of t&e Breeches, cannot abide (for being 
quite out of all order and method) the stately fashion of the 
high and lofty Codpiece as is manifest, by the Noble Valentin 
Viardiere, whom I found at Nancie, on the first Day of May 
(the more flauntmgly to gallantri/e it aiterwaids) lubbing his 
Ballocks, spread out upon a Table aftei the manner of a Spanish 
Cloak Wherefore it is, that none should henceforth say, who 
would not speak impiopeily, when any Country Bumpkin 
hyeth to the Wars Have a care (my Roysters) of the Wine pot, 
that IS the Scull, but have a care (my Royster) of the Milk pot , 
that IS, the Testicles By the whole Rabble of the horned 
Fiends of Hell the Head being cut off that single Pei son only 
thereby dieth But if the Ballocks be marred, the ■whole Race 
of Human Kind would forthwith perftih, and be lost for ever 
This was thjE motive which incited the goodly Writer Galen 
Lib 1 De Spermate to aver with boldness. That it were better 
(that IS to say a less evil) to have no Heart at all than to be 
quite destitute of Gemtoiies For there is laid up, conserved, 
and put in store, as in a Successive Repository, and Sacred 
Ware house the Semince and Original Source of the whole 
Off sprmg of Mankind Therefore would I be apt to believe, 
for less than a hundred Franks that those are the very same 
Stones, by means whereof Deucalion and Pynha restored the 
Humane Race? in peoplmg with Men and Women the World, 
which a little before that had been drowned m the over flowing 
Waves of a Poetical Deluge This stirred up the valiant 
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Justinian, L 1 4 Dc Cagoas tolleuihs to collocate his Summum 
Bonum, in Btagmbvs, et Biagiietis Foi this and other 
Causes the Loid Humphry de IMerville follow mg of his King 
to a ceitam warlike Expedition, whilst he was m trying upon 
his own Person a new suit of Aimoui foi of his old lusty 
Harness he could make no moie use by i^ason that some few 
Years since, the Skin of his Belly' was a gieat way remoied 
fiom his Kidneys his Lady thereupon m the piofound musing 
of a contemplative Spiiit, very matuiely consideiing that he 
had but small care of the Staff of Love and Packet of Marriage, 
seeing he did no otherwise arm that part of the Body, then with 
Links of Mail, advised him to slneld, fence and gabionate it 
with a big tilting Helmet, which she had lymg in her Closet, 
to her otherways utterly unprofitable On this Lady was 
penned these subsequent Verses , which are extant m the 
Third Book of the Shitbrana of paultiy Wenches 

When Yoland saw her Spouse, eqmpt for Fight, 

And, save the Codpiece, all in Armour dight, 

My dear, she cry d, Why, pray, of all the rest. 

Is that expos d, you know I love the best ? 

Was she to blame for an ill manag d fear ? 

Or rather pious, conscionable Care 
Wise Lady, She 1 in hurly burly Fight, 

Can any tell where random blows may hit ? 

Leave off then (Sir) from being astonished, and wonder no 
more at this newr manner of decking and tiimmuig up of my 
self as you now see me 


CHAPTER IX 

TIow Panwge asketh Counsel of Pantagruel whether 
he should mai iy Yea or No 

To this Pantagruel replying nothing Panurge prosecuted the 
Discourse he had already broached, and theiewithal fetching 
as far from the bottom of his Heait, a \eiy deep sigh, said My 
Lord and Master, you have heard the Design I am upon which 
IS to marry, if by some disastrous mischance, all the Holes in 
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theiWoild be not shut up, stopped closed, and Lush’d I 
humbly beseech a ou foi the Affeetion -which of a lon^ time you 
have boin me to give me }oui best Advice theiem Then 
(answered Pantaguiel) seeing >ou have so decieed, taken 
dehb^iation thereon and that the matter is fully detei mined, 
what need is theie of any fuithei Talk thefeof, but forthwith to 
put it into execution what you have lesohed Yea, but 
(quoth Panmge) I would be loath to act anything theiem 
without vour Counsel had theieto It is luy Judgment also 
(quoth Pantagmel) and I advise you to it Neveitheless 
(quoth Panuige) if I undeistood aricht that it weie much 
better for me to remaima Batchelor as I am, than to run head 
long upon new hairbrain’d Undertakings of Conjugal Ad\ entiue, 
I would rather choose not to many Qiioth Pantaguiel, Then 
do not maii> Yea, but (quoth Panurge) would > ou have me 
so solitaiily diive out the whole course of my Life without the 
Comfoit of a Matrimonial Consort ? You know it is written 
Vce soli, and a single Person is never seen to reap the Joy and 
Solace that is found with married Folks Then many in the 
Name of God, quoth Pantagruel But if (quoth Panuige) my 
Wife should make me a Cuckold as it is not unknown unto 
you, how this hath been a veiy plentiful Year m the pioduction 
of that kind of Cattel I would fly out, and grow impatient, 
beyond all measure and mean I love Cuckolds with my Heart, 
for they seem unto me to be of a light honest Conversation, 
and I tiuly do veiy willingly fiequent their Company But 
should I die foi it I would not be one of their number, that is 
a Point foi me of a two sore prickling Point Then do not 
mairy (quoth Pantaguiel) for without all Controversie this 
Sentence of Seneca is infallibly true What thou to others shalt 
have done otheis will do the like to thee Do you (quoth 
Panuige) aver that without all exceptions? Yet. tiuly 
(quoth Pantagiuel) without all exception Ho ho (says 
Panurge) bj the Wrath of a little Devil his meaning is, eitliei 
in this VVoild, oi in the othei which is to come Yet seeing I 
can no more want a Wife, then a blind Man his Staff, the 
Funnel must be in agitation without which manner of Occupa 
tion I cannot live Weie it not a great deal better for me to 
apply and associate my self to some one honest, lovely, and 
veituQUS Woman then (as I do) by a new change of Females 
every Day run a hazard of being Bastinadoed oi (which is 
worse) of the Great Pox, if not of both together For never 
(be it spoken by then Husbands leave and favour) had I enjoy 
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inent yet of an honest \\ oman Mairy then in God’s NnsiK^ 
quoth Pantagmel But if (quoth Panurgc) it weie the Will ot 
God, and that rm Destiny did unluckily lead me to mairj an 
honest V\oman nho should beat me I viould be stord with 
more than two third paits of the Patience of Job if I were not 
stark mad by it and quite distraded with such rugged Deal 
mgs for it hath been told’ me that those exceeding honest 
Women have oidinanly very wicked Headpieces theiefore 
it IS that their Family lacketh not foi good Vinegar \et in 
that case should it go woise with me if I did not then m such 
sort bang her Back and Breast so thumpingly bethwack her 
Gillets to wit, hei Aims, Legs, Head Lights Livei and Milt 
with her other Intrails and mangle jag, and slash hei Coats 
so aftei the Cioss billet fashion that the gieatest Devil of Hell 
should, wait at the Gate foi the reception of her damned Soul 
I could make a shift for this \ eai to w ave such molestation and 
disquiet, and be content to lay aside that trouble, and not to be 
engaged in it , 

Do not many then answered Pantagruel Yea but 
(quoth Panuige) considering the Condition wheiein I now am 
out of Debt and Unraaiiied mark what I say> hee from all 
Debt, in an ill hour (foi were I deeply on the Scoie, my Creditois 
would be but loo caieful of my Paternity) but being quit, and 
not mairied, no Body will be so legardful of me, or carry 
towaids me a Love Id e that which is said to be in a Conjugal 
Affection And if by some mishap I should fall sick I would 
be lookt to very wajwvardly The wise Man saith W here there 
is no Woman (I mean the Mother of a Family, and Wife m the 
Union of a lawful Wedlock) the Ciazy and Diseased aie m 
danger of being ill used, and of havuig much brablmg and 
strife about them as by clear Ex|)erience hath been made 
appaient in tha Peisons of Popes Legates Cardinals, Bishops 
Abbots, Piiors, Priests and Monks But theie assuie jour 
self you shall not find me Marry then in the Name of Cod, 
answered Pantagruel But if (quoth Panurge) being ill at 
ease, and possibly Ihio’ that Distemper, made unable to dis 
charge the Malrimoni-il Duty that is incumbent to an active 
Husband, my Wife, impatient of that drooping Sickness, and 
faint Fits of a pining Languishment, should abandon and 
prostitute herself to the Embraces of anothei Man and not only 
then not help and assist me m my extremity and need but 
withal flout at, and make sport of that my grievous Distress 
and Calamity , or peradventure, (which is worse) imbezzle 
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rfiY>30ods and steal from me, as I have seen it oftentimes befil 
unto the lot of manj othei Men it were enough to undo me 
utterly to fill brimful the Cup of my Misfortune, and makes 
me play the Sind pate Reeks of Bedlam Do not many then 
(quofh Pantagruel) Aea, but (saith Panuige) I shall never 
by any other means come to^have lavvful'Sons and Daughters, 
in whom I may harbour some hojfe of perpetuating my Name 
and Anns and to whom also I may leave and bequeath my 
Inheiitances and puichased Goods, (of which latter soit jou 
need not doubt but that m some one oi other o£ these Mornings 
I will make a fair and goodly show ) that so I may chear up and 
make rneiry when othei^ways I should be plunged into a pievish 
sullen Mood of pensive sullenness as I do perceive daily b> the 
gentle and loving C linage of joui 1 ind and giacious Father 
towards joii as all honest Folks used to do at thejr own 
Homes, and private Dwelling Flousr s Foi being fiee fiom 
Debt, and yet not mairicd, if casually I should fiet and be 
angry although the cause of my Gnpf and Displeasure were 
never so ]ust I am afraid instead of Consolation, that I should 
meet with nothing else but Scoffs Fraimps Cibes and Mocks 
at my disastious Fovtune Marry then m the Name of God 
quoth Pantagruel 


CHAPTER X 

How Pantagruel represtnieih unto Panuige the difficuUy of giving 
Advice in the matte* of Marnage and to that purpose 
mentioneth someithai of the Ilomenck and I mgilian Lotieiies 

Your Counsel (quoth Panurge) under jour Correction and 
Favour, seemeth unto me not unlike to the Song of Gammer 
Yeabjmay it is full of Sarcasms Mockquenes, bitter Taunts, 
nipping Bobs, derisive Quips, biting Jerks and contradictory 
Iterations, the one part destroying the othei I know not 
(quoth Pantagruel) which of all my Answers to lay hold on 
for your Proposals are so full of ifs and buts that I can ground 
nothing on them, nor pitch upon any solid and positive Deter 
mmation satisfactory to w hat is demanded by them Are not 
\ou assured within \oui self of what jou have a mind to ’ 
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the chief and mam point of the nhole mattei lieth there 3 , idl 
the rest is merely casual and totally dependeth upon the fatal 
Disposition of the Heavens 

We see some so happy m the fortune of this Nuptnl 
Encounter that their Family shineth (as it i\eie) with the 
ladiant Effulgency df an Idea, Model oi Repiesentation of the 
Jojs of Paradise and peic3i\e otheis again to be so unluckily 
match’d in the Conjugal ¥oalv, that those \cry basest of Devils, 
ivhieh tempt the Hermits that inhabit the Deserts of Thebaida 
and Montserrat, are not more miserable than they It is 
therefore expedient, seeing you are resolved for once to take a 
trial of the state of Mainage, that, with»shut Eyes, bowing your 
Head, and kissing the Ground, you put the business to a 
Venture, and give it a fair hazard m recommending the success 
of tha residue to the disposuie of Almighty God It lietli not 
m my Power to give jou any other manner of Assurance or 
otheiways to certifie you of what shall ensue on this your 
Undertaking Nevertheless (if it please you) this you may do, 
Bring hither Virgil’s Poems, that after having opened the 
Book, and with oui Fingers sever’d the Leaves thereof three 
several times, we may according to the, number agreed upon 
betwixt our selves, explore the future Hap of your intended 
Marriage For frequently by a Homerick Lottery have many 
hit upon then Desturies , as is testified in the Person of Socrates, 
who, whilst he was in Prison, hearing the Recitation of this 
Verse of Homer, said of Achilles, in the Ninth of the Iliads, 

'H/iari rptTOLTtfi epi^akov 
We, the third day, to fertile Pthia came< 

Thereby foresaw that on the third subsequent day he was to 
die Of the truth whereof he assured Aeschines, as Plato, in 
Critone Cicero, in primo de Ditinaiione Diogenes Laertius 
and others have to the full recorded m their Works The like 
IS also witnessed by Opilms Maciinus to whom, being desirous 
to know if he ehould be the Roman Empeior befell, by chance 
of Lot, this sentence in the Eighth of the Iliads, * 

’fl yfpov, paXa Stj ire veoi rtipavcri payrfTai 
Stj Se ^11] XeXvTai, ■)(aXtTrhv fie tre yijgas oirafet 

Dotard, new Warnours urge thee to be gone. 

Thy Life decays, and old Age weighs thee down 
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^ Fact he being then somewhat anciuit had^ haully 
enjoyed the Sove eignt^ of the Empiie foi the sji ice of 1 onrteen 
Months, when by Heliogabalus (then both \oung and strong) 
he was disposess’d thcieof, thrust out of all and 1 ''E” 
Biu{;us also doth bear witness of motlici Expenment of tins 
nature, who willing, thiougli* this exploidtoiy way by Lot to 
learn what the Event and Issue &.ould be of the Pharsilnn 
Battle, wherein he perished he casually encountied on this 
Verse, sard of Patroclus iir the Sixteenth of the Iliads 

AkXa jXi fioip oka-q, koi ArjTofls e/ TUi'cl' 1 104 
Fate, and Latora s Son haVt shot me dead. 

And accordingly Apollo was the Field woid m the dreadful 
Day of that Fight Dners notable things of old have hkc 
ways been foieto'd and ki own by castmg of Vugiban Lots 
yea in matters of no less imjiortance than the obtaining of the 
Roman Empire, as it happened to Alexander Seveius, who 
trying his Fortune at the said kind of lottery, did hit upon this 
Verse written in tire Sixth of the JLneids, 

Tu regere wifeno populos, Romane, memeniOi 
Know, Roman, that thy business is to Reign 

He within very few Years thereafter was effectually aod in 
good earnest created and installed Roman Emperor A 
semblable Story thereto is related of Aanan who being hugely 
perplexed within himself, out of a longing Humour to know 
in what Accompt he was with the Fmpeioi Trajan, and how 
large the measure of that Alfection was which he did beai unto 
him, had recourse after the manner above specified to the 
Maionian Lotteij, which b\ haphazard tender d him these 
Lines out of the Sixth of the /Eneids 

Qiits procul tile aulem ramts tnstgms olit r 
Sacra ferens f 1 osco ennes tncanaque vienta 
Regis Romani 

But who IS he, conspicuous from afar. 

With Olive Boughs, that doth his Offerings bear ? 

By the white Hair and Beard I know him plain, 

The Roman King 

Shortly thereafter was he adopted by Trajan, and succeeded 
to him in the Empue Moreover to the I oL of the praise 
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woith} Fmpeior Cl'iiidius befcl this Line oi Vnijil, iviitt^n in 
the bi\tli of his iLncids, 

Terha dim Latio regnantem vtdenl trsias, 

Whikt the third Summu saw liim reign, a Ring 

111 Litmm » , * 

And in effect he did not leign above tvo Tears To the 
said Cl Indian also, enqniping conceiiiing his BioLher Qumtilms 
whom he pioposed as a Colleague with himself in the Empire, 
hapned the Respoiice following in the Sixth of the ^netds, 
Oslendeni Urns hunc tqntum jata 

Whom Fate let us see. 

And would no longer suffer him to be 

And It so fell out for he was killed on the Seventeenth Day 
after he had attained unto the management of the Emperial 
Charge Ihe very same Lot also with the like misIucK did 
betide the Empeioi ’Goidian the ^oungei To Claudius 
Albinus, being very solhcitons to undeistand somewhat of his 
future Adventuies, did occur this Saying -vihich is written in 
the Sixth of the Eneids, 

Htc rem Tiomanatn magno iurhante ttmullu 
Sistet Eqtus, etc 

The Romans boiling with tumultuous rage, 

Ihis Warnour shall the dangerous Storm asswage 
Mhth Victories he the Carthaginian mauU, 

And with strong hand shall crush the Rebel Gauls 
Likewa\s when the Empeior D Claudius Aurelnn’s Pie 
dtcessoi did with gieat eigerness^iesearch after the Fate to 
tome of his Posteiity, his hdp was to alight on this Veise m the 
hrst of the JSneidi, 

Htc ego tiec metas rerum, nec tempora potto. 

No bounds aie to be set, no limits here, 

IVhich was fulfilled by the goodly Genealogical Row of his 
Race When Mr Peter Amy did in like manned exploie and 
mal e trial, if he should escape the Ambush of the Hobgoblins, 
who lay in wait all to bemawl him he fell uiion this Veise m 
the Thud of the Eneids, 

Hen luge crudeJes terras, fuge liUtis at arum f 
Oh flee the bloody Land, the wicked bhoar 1 
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0 

DJiicli Counsel he obejing safe and sound foilluMth uoidcd 
all t^ese Ambuscades 

Were it not to shun Piohxit\ , I could enumei ate a thousand 
such like Adventures which confoim to the Dictate and Veulict 
of the Verse have by that m inner of Lot casting encounter 
befallen to the curious Researchers of them Do not you 
nevertheless imagine, lest you should be deluded that I v ould 
upon this kind of Foitune flinging Biopf infei an uncoutiolable, 
and not to be gainsaid Inf ilhbiht^y of iiutli 


CHAPTER XI 

How Paniagiuel sheweth the Tnal of ones Fotinne by 
th owing of Dice to be unla vfnl 

It would be soonei done (quoth Panuige) and moie expediently, 
jf we should tiie the matter at the chance of three fair Dice 
(Quoth Pantagiuel) That soit of Lottciy is deceitful abusive, 
ilhcitous and exceedingly scandalous nev ei trust in it , the 
accursed Book of the Recieation of Dice was a gieat while ago 
excogitated in Achaia neai Bourre bj that ancient Enemy to 
Mankind, the Infernal Calumniator who befoie the Statue 
oi Massive Image of the Bouiiaick Hercules did of old, and 
doth m several places of the Woild as yet, make many simple 
Souls to en and fall into his snares You know how my 
Fathei Gargantua hath foibidden it over all his Kingdoms and 
Dominions how he hath caused to bum the Moulds and 
Diaughts thereof, and altogether suppressed ibohshed, di n en 
forth and cast it out of the Land, as a most dangerous Plague 
and Infection to any well polished State or Commonwealth 
What I have told you of Dice I say the same of the Play at 
Cockall It IS a Lottery of the like Guile and Deceitfulness 
and theiefore do not for convincing of me, alledge in opposition 
to this my Opinion oi bring in the Example of the fortunate 
Cast of Tiberius, within the Fountain of Appona at the Oiacle 
of Gerion These are the baited Hooks by w'hich the Devil 
attracts and diaweth unto him the foolish Souls oif silly People 
into eternal Peidition Nevertheless to satisfie your Humour 
111 some measuie, I am content j ou throw three Dice upon this 
360 



THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

r ible, that iccoidnig to the luimbci of the Blots uliich sh 4 .ll 
happen to be east up, we may hit upon a Veise of that ^’age 
which in the setting open of the Book you shall have pitched 
upon 

Have you any Dice in join Pocket’ A whole Bag full 
answered Panuige ‘that is Pio\ision against the DeviP as is 
expounded by Meilin Cocc^ijus Lib 2 Be Patna Diabolontm 
the Devil would be sure* to take me najiping and \ery much 
at unawares if he should find me without Dice IVith this the 
thiee Dice being taken out, produced and thrown they fell so 
)iat upon the loAver Points that the Cast was Fne Six, and 
Five These are (quoth Panuige) Sixjieen in all Let us take 
the Sixteenth Line of the Page tlie number jileaseth me i ery 
well , I hope we shtfll have a prosperous and hapjiy Chance 
May J be thrown amidst all the Devils of Hell even as a great 
Bowl cast athwait at a Set of Nine Pins or Cannon ball shot 
among a Battalian of Foot m case so many times I do not boult 
my future Wife the grst Night of our Marriage Of that, 
forsooth I make no doubt at all (quoth Pantagruel ) You 
needed not to have rapped forth such a horrid Imprecation, the 
soonei to procure Credit for the Peifqimance of so small a 
business seeing possibly the fust Bout will be amiss and that 
jou know IS usually at Tennis called Fifteen At the next 
justlmg Turn you may readily amend that F uilt, and so com 
pleat your Reckoning of Sixteen Is it so (quoth Panurge) 
that you understand the matter ? and must my Words be thus 
Intel preted ? Nay believe me, never jet was any Solecism 
committed by that valiant Champion who often hath for me 
in Belly dale stood Gentry at the Hypogastrian Crany Did 
you ever hitherto find me in the Confraternity of the Faulty ? 
Nev er I trow never, nor ever shall foi ever and a day I do 
the Feat like a goodly Friai, or Father Confessor without 
Default And therein am I willing to be judged by the Players 
He had no sooner spoke these Words, than the Works of Virgil 
were brought in But before the Book was laid open. Panurge 
said to Pantagruel, My Heart, like the Furch of a Hart in Rut, 
doth beat within my Breast Be pleased to fqpl and giopc 
my Pulse a little on this Arter> of my Left Arm at its frequent 
Rise and Fall you w ould say that they swinge and belabour me 
after the manner of a Piobationer posed, and put to a peremp 
tory Tiial m the Examination of his Sufficiency for the Dis 
chaige of the Learned Duty of a Graduate m some Eminent 
Degree in the Colledge of the Soibonists 
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• ]But^^oul^l not >ou hold it expedient bcfoie ^\c pioceedecl 
T.nviuither that we should m\ocite Hercules and the ienitnn 
Coddesses, who in the Chxmbei of Lots aic sxid to Rule, sit 
m Judgment and ben a Picsidential Swxy ? IS either him nor 
them (answered Pantagiucl) only open up the I caves of the 
Book'with youi Iingeis, ind ^pt joui Nail»awoik 



CHAPTER XII 

How Fantagruel doth explore by the Virgihan Lottery what 
Foitune Panurge shall have in his Maniage 

Then at the opening of the Book in the Sixteenth Row of the 
Lines of the disclosed Page did Panuige encounter upon this 
following Verse 

Nec Deus hunc mensa Dea nec Dtgnaia cubtlt esU 
The God him from his Table banished, 

Nor would the Goddess have him in her Bed 

This Response (quoth Pantagiuel) maketh not very much 
for ■^our benefit or advantage for it plainly signifies and 
denoteth, that jour Wife shall be a Strumpet and j'our self 
by consequence a Cuckold , the Goddess, whom you shall not 
find piopitious 1101 favouiable unto you is Minerva, a most 
ledoub table and dreadful Virgin, a powerful and fulminating 
Goddess, an enemy to Cuckolds and effeminate Youngsters 
to Cuckold makers and Adultereis the God is Jupiter a 
terrible and Thundei sinking God from Heaven , and withal 
it IS to be remarked, that conform to the Doctrine of the ancient 
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PIetruin.ns the I\I inubcs (foi so cliil llic\ ( ill Ihe 
Hurls or slinging Cists of the \ukinun Ihuiuleiholl?) ilul 
only appertun to her and to Jupitei her i ithei CvjnLil 
This was veiihed in the Conflagi ition ot the Ships of Aj i\ 
Oileus, nor doth the fulimnating Rower belong to ant othtr of 
the Olympick t od« IRen IhcKsfoie stand not m svuh Tc ii of 
them Moreover, I will Tell you and jou mat tile it is 
extracted out of the projoundcst IMt stei les of Mt thologt , th it 
when the Giants had entcipiwed the waging of i '\\ai agiinst 
the Power of the Ccnlestid Oibs, the Cods it fust did laugh it 
those attempts, and scoin’d such dcsuieable Enemies who 
were m their conceit, not fetiong eiiQugh to coiie in Fe its of 
Warfare ivith then Pages but when thej s iw by the Crig intine 
labour the high HiH Pehon set on lofty Ossa and that the 
Mount Olympus was made shal c to be elected on the top of 
both 

Then was it that Jupiter held a Parliament, or Genervl 
Convention wherein ’twas unanimouslj resolved ujion, and 
condescended to by all the C‘’ods,«that they should woithily 
and valiantly stand to then Defence Ajid because they had 
often seen Battles lost by the cumbeisopi Letts and distuibiiig 
Incumbrances of Woman, confusedly hudled m amongst 
Armies, it was at that time Decreed and Enacted I hit they 
should expel and drive out of Heaven into Algypt and the 
Confines of Nile that whole Ciue of Goddesses disguised in the 
shapes of Weezels Polecats Bats, Shrew Mice, Peiiets Ful 
marts, and othei such like old fiansfoi matrons only Minerva 
was reserved to participate with Jupiter m the hoirifick ful 
minatmg Power, as being the Goddess both of Wai and Leain 
mg, of Alts and Arms of Counsel and Dispatch, a Goddess 
arm’d from her Biith a Goddess ‘dreaded in Heaven in the 
Air, by Sea and Land By the Belly ot St Buff (quolh Pan 
urge) should I be Vulcan, whom the Poet blazons 1 Nn\ I am 
neither a Cripjile Coinei of False Money, nor Smith, as he was 

My Wife possibly will be as comely and handsom ns ever v\ us 
his Venus but not a PVhoie like hei, nor I a Cuckold like him 

The crook legg’d slov enly Slave made himself J;o be decl iied 
a Cuckold, by a definitive Sentence and Judgment, in the open 
view of all the Gods For this cause ought you to inteipret 
the aforemention’d Veise quite contrary to what you have 
said This Lot imi orteth that my Wbfe will be honest 
virtuous, chast loyal, and faithful , not armed, surly, waiwaid 
cross, giddy, humourous, headv, hau brain’d, oi exti acted out 
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of, the Brains as was the Goddess Pallas Nor shall this fair 
jollv'Jupiter be my Coriival he shall ncier dip his Bread in 
my Broth tho’ we shou d sit together at one lable 

Consider his Exploits and gallant Actions , he m as the 
manifest Ruffian Wencher, '\’\Tioiemonger and most infamous 
Cuckdld maker that ever brealji’d He did«alwavs lecher it like 
a Boar and no wonder, for he was fostei’d by a Son in the Isle 
of Candia, (if Agathocles the Babvlopian be not a Lyar) and 
more ramniishly lascivious than a Buck whence it is that he 
is said, by otheis, to have been sue’ led and fed with the Milk 
of the Amalthican Coat By the viitue of Acheion he justled, 
bulled and lastaunaled m one day the third pait of the Woild, 
Beasts and People Floods and Mountains, that was in Euiopa 
For this grand subagitary Atchiev ement, the Animonuns 
caused, draw delineate, and paint him in the figure and shape 
of a Ram, ramming, and horned Ram But I know well 
enough how to shield and pieserve my self from that horned 
Champion He will not, trust me havQ to deal m my Person 
with a sottish dunsical Amphytiion , nor with a silly witless 
Argus, for all his hundred Spectacles , noi yet with the 
cowardly Meacock Actisius, the simple Goosecap Lyrus of 
Thebes , the doating Blockhead Agenor the flegmatick Pea 
Goose jEsop lough footed Lycaon , the luskish mishapen 
Corytus of Tuscany , nor with the laige back’d and stiong 
rein’d Atlas Let him alter, change transform, and meta 
morphose himself into a hundred various shapes and figures , 
into a Swan a Bull, a Satyr, a Shour of Gold, or into a Cuckow, 
as he did when he unmaiden’d his Sister Juno , into an Eagle, 
Ram or Dove, as when he was enamour’d of the Virgin Plithia 
who then dwelt in the Aegean Territory , into Fire a Serpent 
yea even mto a Flea into Epicurnn and Democratical Atomes 
or moie Magistionostmlistically into those sly Intentions of 
the Mind which in the Schools are call d Second Notions 
1 11 catch him m the nick and take him napping 

And would you know what I would do unto him, even that 
which to his Father Coelum, Saturn did (Seneca foretold it of 
me and Lactfintius hath confirm’d it) what the Coddess Rhea 
did to Athis , I would make him two Stone lighter, rid him of 
his Cypiian Gimbals, and cut so close and neatly by the Breech, 

that there should not remain thereof so much as one , so 

cleanly would I shave him , and disable him for ever from being 
Pope , for Testiculos non hdbet Ho’d there said Pantagruel 
Roc, soft and fan (my Lad) enough of that, cast up, turn o\ei 
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the Leaves, and tiy jour Foitune foi the second time ^^hten 
did he fall upon this ensuing \ eise 

Membra quattt, gelidiisque coil jtrmidme sanguis 
His Joints and Memb rs quake, he becomes pale, 

And suddcw Fear doth hisj:old Blood congeal * 

This iniporteth (quoth Pantagruel) that she aaill soundh 
bang your Back and Bellt Clean and quite contrary (answei d 
Panurge) it is of me that he piognosticates in saying that I 
will beat hei like a Tyger, if she vex n e Sir Maitin II agstaff 
will perform that Office and in default of a Cudgel the Deail 
gulp him if I shou’d not eat hei ifji quick as Cand ml the 
Lydian King did his II ife whom he lavened and devouicd 

You are very stout, sajs Pantagiuel and couiagious 
Hercules himself durst haidly adaentuie to scuffle with 'sou in 
this 3 oui raging Fury Noi is it strange for the Jan is woith 
two, and two in fight against Heicules are too too stiong Am 
I a Jan ’ quoth Paniirge No no, (answer’d Pantagiuel) mj 
mind was only running upon the lufch and tiicktiack Ihere 
after did he hit, at the third opening of the Book, uj on this 
Verse 

Fmmtneo prcsdis, el spoltorum ardebat amove 
After the Spoil and Pillage (as m Fire) 

He burnt with a strong Feminine Desir 

This portendeth (quote Pantagiuel) that she will steal jour 
Goods, and rob you Hence this according to these Ihiee 
drawn Lots, will be j our future Destinjq (I clearly see it) you 
w ill be a Cuckold you w ill be beaten and I ou w ill be robb d 
Nny it is quite otherwise, (quoth P^nuige) for it is ceitain that 
this Verse presageth, that she will love me with a peifect liking 
Nor did the Satyr wilting Poet lye m proof heieof when he 
affirmed, That a IVoman burning with extieam Affection takes 
sometimes pleasure to steal from her Sweetheart And what 
I pray jou ? a Glove a Point, or some such trifling Toy of no 
importance to make him keep a gentle kind of satining in the 
research and quest thereof In like manner, these small scold 
ing Debates, and petty biabling Contentions which frequently 
we see spiing up, and for a certain space boil veiy hot betwixt 
a couple of high spiiited Lovers, are nothing else but lecreatiae 
Diversions for their Refreshment, Spurs to, and Incentives 
of a more feivent Amity than e\er As for Example We do 
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bpmetimes see Cutlers with Hammeis mawl then finest Whet 
stonles there-w ith to sharpen their Iron Tools Ihe better 

And theiefoie do I think that these thiee Lots make much 
for my advantafre which if not, I from then Sentence totally 
appeal Tliere is no appellation (quoth Pmtigiuel) fiom the 
Decrees of Fate oi Destiny, ofJLot or Chance as is lecorded by 
our ancient Lawjeis witness Ba'^dus, lib till cap de Leg 
rhe leason hereof is Fortune doth not acknowledge a Supenoui, 
to whom an Appeal ma> be made from her, or any of hei 
Substitutes And in this case, the Pupil cannot be restored 
to his Right in full as openly by the said Aulhoi is alledged 
in L aipiatoi Paiagi ^It U de minoi 



CHAPTER XIII 

TIo e Fantagmel advtseih Panurge to iiy the future good or 
bad Luck of his Mainage, by Di earns 

Now seeing we cannot agree together in the manner of ex 

S dmg or interpreting the Sense of the Virgilian Lots, let us 
our coijrse another way, and try a new sort of Divination 
Of what kind ? (asked Panuige ) Of a good Ancient and 
Authentick Fashion, (answer’d Pantagiuel) it is by Dreams 
For in Dreaming such Circumstances and Conditions being 
thereto adhibited as are clearly enough described by Hippo 
crates in hb eSwrvuuv, by Plato, Plotm, lambhcus, 

Sinesius, Aristotle, Xenophon, Galen, Plutarch, Artemidorus, 
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Valdianus, Heiophilus G Caliber Iheociitus Plmv Alhen^u? 
and others, the Soul doth often times foresee what is to come 

How true this is, jou may conceive by a leiy vulgar and 
familiar Examjile , as when 30U see that at such a time as 
Sucking Babes well nomished, fed and foster’d with good 
Milk, sleep soundly -and piofoundly, the Nmses in the inteum 
get leave to sport themselves, and aie licentiated to lecieate 
their Fancies at what Rf^nge to them shall seem most fitting 
and expedient , their Presence, Sedulity and Attendance on the 
Ciadle, being duiing all that space, held unnecessary 

Even ]ust so, when our Body is at rest, that the Concoction 
IS every where accomplish’d and that kill it an ake, it lacks for 
nothing, our Soul delighteth to dispoit it self, and is well 
pleased m that FroliCiv to take a Review of its Native Country 
which IS the Heavens wheie it receiveth a most notable Par 
ticipation of its first Beginning, with an Imbuement fiom its 
Divine Source and m Contemplation of that Infinite and 
Intellectual Sphere wheieof the Centre is every wheie, and 
the Circumference in no place of the umveisal Woild to ivit 
God, accoidmg to the Doctiine of Hermes Tiismegistus, to 
whom no new thing hap’neth whom nothing that is past 
escapeth, and unto w horn all things are alike present remarketh 
not only what is pieterit and gone m the inferiour Course and 
Agitation of sublunary Matters but w ithal taketh notice w hat 
IS to come then bringing a Relation of those futuie Events 
unto the Body by the outward Senses and exteiior Oigans it is 
divulged abroad imto the healing of otheis Whereupon the 
Owner of that Soul deseiveth to be teimed a Vatieinator, or 
Prophet 

Nevertheless, the truth is, that the Soul is seldom able to 
report those things in such SmceritJ^ as it hath seen them, by 
reason of the Imperfection and Frailty of the Coiporeal Senses, 
which obstmct the effectuating of that Office , even as the 
IMoon doth not communicate unto this Eaith of ouis that Light 
which she receiveth fiom the Sun with so much Splendoui 
Heat, Vigour, Purity, and Liveliness as it was given her 
Hence it is required, for the better reading, expiating and un 
folding of these Somniatory Vaticinations and Piedictions of 
that nature, that a dexteious, learned skilful wise, industrious 
expert, rational and peiemptoiy Expounder or Interpreter be 
pitch’d upon, such a one as by the Gieeks is calld Onirociit 
or Omropohst 

Foi this cause, Heraclitus was wont to say, that nothing is 
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bw Die-ims re\ cilcd to us tli-xt nothin" is b} Dreams concealed 
fiom us and that onl}'^ we tlicieb^ may ha\ earn} stic il Sigmlica 
tion and seciet Evidence of Things to come, citlicr for one 
piosperoiis or unlucky Fortune oi for the favourable oi dis 
asteious Success of anotliei Ihe Sacred Sciiptuies tcslif) 
no less and Profane Ilistoiicsc assure us of at in both nhich aie 
exposed to our view a thousand several kinds of stiange Adven 
tuies, which have befallen pat according to the intuie of the 
Dieam, and that as well to the Pait> Dieamer, as to otheis 
Ihe Atlantick People, and those tint inhabit the Land of 
lhasos (one of the Cyclades) are of this giand Commodity 
deprived for m their Countiies none 5et ever dicamed Of 
this sort Cleon of Daulia, Tlriasymedes , and m oui dav s the 
learned Fienchman Villanovanus, neiihti of all winch knew 
what Di earning was 

Fail not therefore to moiiow, when the ]olly and fair 
Auioia With hci rosie Fingers, draweth aside the Cuitains of 
the Night to drive awav the sable Shades of Darkness, to bend 
jour Spirits wholly to the- task of sleeping sound, and tliereto 
apply your self In the mean while, you must denude jour 
Mind of every Humaij Passion or Affection, such as are Lov e 
and Ilatied, Fear and Hope , for as of old the gaeat Vaticinatoi 
most famous and renowned Prophet Proteus, was not able in 
his Disguise or Tiansfoimation into Fire, Watei, a Tyger, a 
Diagon and other such like uncouth Shapes and Visois to 
presage any tiring that was to come, ’till he was restored to his 
own first natural and kindly Form Just so doth Man for 
at his reception of the Art of Divination and Faculty of Prog 
nosticating future Things, that pait m him which is the most 
Divine (to wit, the voCs oi Mens) must be calm, peaceable, 
untroubled, quiet still hiisht, and not imbusied or distracted 
with Foreign, Soul disluibing Peituibatioiis -I am content, 
(quoth Panurge ) But I pray you, Sir must I this Evening, 
e’re I go to Bed, cat much or little ’ I do not ask this without 
Cause For if I sup not well large, round and amply, mv sleep 
ing is not worth a forked luinep , all the Night long I then 
but dose and rave, and m my slumbering Fits talk idle Non 
sence, my Thoughts being in a dull brown Study, and as deep 
in their Dumps as is my Belly hollow 

Not to sup (answer’d Pantagruel) were best for you, con- 
sidering the state of your Complexion, and healthy Constitution 
of your Body A certain very ancient Prophet named Amphi 
aiaus, wished such as had a imnd by Dreams to be imbued with 
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anj Oracles, lor four and tuentj Homs to taste no Vict^nfs, 
and to abstain fiom H me thice dajs togethci -set shill not 
you be put to such a sharp haid, rigoious and extreain sparing 
Diet 

I am truly right apt to behere tint a Man whose Stanreh 
is repleat with vaiidus Chep, aijd in a manner surfeited mth 
drinking is hardly able to concene aught of Spiiitual things 
jet im not I of the O^nmon of those who after long and per 
tinacious Fastings, Brink by such means to enter more pro 
foundly into the Speculation of Celestial M'^steiies You may 
very well remember how my Father Gaigantua (whom here 
for Honour sake I name) hath often toid us Th it the Writings 
of abstment, abstemious, and long fasting Hermits w'cre oeiy 
whit as saltless, dry, jejune and insipid as were their Bodies 
when they did compose them It is a most difficult tiring for 
the Spirits to be m a good plight serene and lively when there 
is nothing m tire Body but a kmd of Voidness and Inanity 
seeing the Philosophers with the Physicians jointly alfirm, that 
the Spurts which are styled AnimiCl spring from, and have 
their constant practice in and through the Arterial Blood, 
refin’d and punfy’d to the Life within the admirable Net 
which wonderfully framed heth under the Ventiicles and 
Tunnels of the Brain He gave us also the Example of the 
Philosopher who when he thoudrt most seriously to have 
withdrawn himself unto a solitary Privacy far from the i usthng 
clutteiments of the tumultuous and confused World, the better 
to unprove his Theory, to contrive, comment and ratiocinate 
was, notwithstanding his utter-most endeavours to free himself 
from all untoward Noises, surrounded and enviion’d about so 
with the barkmg of Cuirs, bawling of Mastiffs, bleating of 
Sheep, plating of Parrots tattlmg of Jackdaws gmnting of 
Swine girning of Boars, jelping of Foxes, mewing of Cats 
cheep mg of Mice squeaking of Weasils croaking of Frogs, 
crowing of Cocks, kekhng of Hens, calling of Partridges 
chantmg of Swans, chattering of Jays, peeping of Chickens, 
singing of Lajks creaking of C eese, chirping of Swallows, 
clucking of kloorfowls, cuckmg of Cuckows, bumWing of Bees, 
lammage of Hawks, chirmmg of Lmets croaking of Ravens, 
screeching of Owls wicking of Pigs, gushmg of Hogs, cur ring 
of Pigeons, grumblmg of Cushet doves howling of Panthers, 
curklmg of Q&ails, chirping of Sparrows, cracklmg of Crows, 
nuzzmg of Camels wheening of Whelps, buzzing of Dioine 
daiies, mumbling of Rabets, cricking of Ferrets, hummmg of 
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mioling of T^geis, bmzzuig of Be'it'; sussuig of Kit 
nings cHmiing of Scaifcb ■^^hlmpllng of Fiilliniits,, 1 oiug of 
Buffalos, waibling of Nightingales, qua^ellng of ftleaMses 
dimtlmg of Tuikics coniating of Stoiks fiantliiig of Peacocks 
clattering of Magpies muimuiing of Stocl doves, ci outing of 
Cormoiants, cighng ot Locusts chp,nning''of Beagles guariing 
of Puppies snarling of Messens lantliiig of Rats, gueiietmg of 
Apes snutteimg of Monkies piolino' of Pelicans quecking of 
Duel s yelling of Wohes loaiing o'" Lions, neighing of Iloises 
ciying of Elephants hissing of Seipents and wailing of luitles 
that he was much more tioubled than if he hid been in the 
middle of the Crowd at Che Fan of Fonteno-^ oi Nioit 

Just so it IS with those who aic toimented with tlie griei ous 
Pangs of Hungei tire Stomach begins to gnaw (and baik as it 
weie) the E^es to look dim and the Veins, by gieedily sucking 
some Refection to themsehes fiom the jiiopei Substance of all 
the Members, of a fleshy Consistence violently pull down 
and diaw back that vagiant roaming Spiiit caieless and 
neglecting of his Nurse a^id natuial Host, which is the Body 
As when a Hawl upon the Fist willmg to take her Flight by a 
soaring aloft mto theaipen spacious Air, is on a sudden drawn 
back by a Leash tied to her Feet 

To this purpose also did he alledge unto us the 'Authority 
of Homer, the Father of all Philosophy, who said that the 
Grecians did not put an end to their mournful mood for the 
Death of Patroclus, the most mtimate Friend of Achilles, till 
Hungei m a rage declared hei self and their Bellies protested 
to furnish no more Tears unto then Grief For from Bodies 
emptied and macerated by long Fastmg, there could not be such 
supply of Moisture and bi^acl ish Drops, as might be proper on 
that Occasion 

Mediocrity at all times is commendable nor in this case 
are you to abandon it You may take a little Supper but 
thereat must >ou not eat of a Hare, nor of any other Flesh 
You aie likewise to abstain from Beans from the Pieak, (by 
some called the Polv|i) as also from Colcw oits Cpbbage and all 
other such hke windy Victuals which may endangei the troub 
ling of your Brains and the dimming or castmg a kind of Mist 
over your Animal Spirits For as a Lool mg glass cannot 
exhibit the Semblance or Representation of the Object set 
before it and exposed to have its Image to the life expressed, 
if that the polish’d sleekedness theieof be darken’d by gross 
Breathings dampish Vapours, and foggy, thick, infectious 
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E’^hg.lations , e\en so the Fancy cannot -well icccne the 
impression of the likeness of those things Mhich Duination 
dotli affoid by Dieains, if any the Bodj be annojed or 
troubled with the furnish steam of Meat %\hidi it had taken in a 
while before , because betuixt these tuo theie still hath been 
a mutual Sympathy and Fcllov feeling of an indissolubly knit 
Affection Aou shall eat good Eusebiaii and Eeigamot 
Peais, one Apple of the shoit shank Repin 1 ind a paicel of the 
little Plums of Tours and some few Chciiics of the giowth of 
ray Oichaid Noi shill joii need to fear tint theieupon uill 
ensue some doubtful Dieams f illacious, unceitain and not to 
be trusted to, as by soirre Penpatctick Philosophers hath been 
related , foi that, say thc> fen do moie copiously in the 
Season of Harvest feed on Fiuitiges thin at any other time 
The same is mystically taudit us by the ai cient Prophets and 
Poets, who alledge, Ih it all vam and deceitful Dreams he hid 
and m covert undei the Leaves which are spread on the 
Ground By reason that the Leaves fall from the Trees, in tlie 
Autumnal Quaitei For the natural fervour, which abounding 
in ripe fiesh recent Fiuits, cometh by the quickness of its 
ebullition, to be with ease evaporated into the Animal parts of 
the dreaming Person (the Experiment is obvious in most) is a 
pietty while before it be expired, dissolved, and evanished 
As for your Diml , you are to have it of the fair, pure Water of 
my Fountain 

The Condition (quotli Panuige) is verj hard Nevertheless 
cost what price it will or whatsoever come of it, I heartily 
condescend thereto protesting that I shnll to morrow bicak 
my Fast betimes after my somniatoiy E\ei citations further 
more, I lecommend my self to Homer’s two Gates to Moiiiheus, 
to Iselon to Phautasus, and unto Phabetoi If they m this 
my great need suecoui me, and grant me that assistance which 
is fitting, I Mill, m honour of them all erect a jolly, gentiel 
Altar composed of the softest Down If I were now in Laconia, 
in the Temple of Juno, betuixt Oetile and Ihalamis she sud 
denly would chsintangle my Pciplexity resolve me of my 
Doubts, and -?hear me up with fair and jovial Dreams m a deep 
Sleep Then did he say thus unto Pantagruel Sir, were it not 
expedient for my purpose, to put a Branch oi tno of curious 
Laurel betwixt the Quilt and Bolster of my Bed, under the 
Pillow on which my Head must lean ? There is no need at all 
of that (quoth Pantagruel) for besides that it is a thing ver}'^ 
Superstitious, the Cheat thereof hath been at large discovered 
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unto us in the WuLuigs of Seiapion Ascnlonites Anti^InSn, 
Philochorus, Artemon, and Fulgenlius PKciades I could say 
as much to you of the left Shoulder of a Crocodile, as also of a 
Camehon without piejudice be it spol en to the CicdiL which 
IS due to the Opinion of old Democritus, and likewise ^)f the 
Stone of the Bactrians caUpd Eumeiites and of the Himonnn 
Horn for so by the iEthiopians is teimed a certain piecious 
Stone, colouied like Gold^, and m the fashion shape foim and 
proportion of a Ram’s Hi3ln as the Horn of Jupiter Hammon 
is reported to ha\e been They over and above assuiedly 
affirming that the Dieams of those who cairy it about them 
aie no less veritable and infallible thaft the Iiuth of the Divine 
Oracles Nor is this much unlike to what Homer and Virgil 
wrote of these two Gates of Sleep to which you have been 
pleased to recommend the management of what )'OU have in 
hand The one is of Ivory w Inch setteth m confused, doubtful, 
and uncertain Dieams, foi thio Ivory how small and slender 
it soever be, we can see nothing the densitj, opacit} and close 
compactedness of its mateiiai parl^” hindiing the penelmtion 
of the visual Rays and the leception of the Speciesses of such 
things as aie visible The other is of Horn, at which an entiy 
IS made to sure and ceitain Dreams, even as through Horn by 
reason of the diaphanous splendour and bright tianspaiency 
thereof the Species of all Objects of the sight distinctly pass 
and so without confusion appear that they are cleaily seen 
Your meaning is and you would thcieby infer (quoth Eijar 
Ihon) that the Dreams of all horned Cud olds (of which nunibei 
Panurge by the help of God and his future Wife is without 
controversie to be one) are alwajs true and infallible 


CHAPTER XIV 

Panurge's Dream, with the Interpretation iJtereof 

At Seven a Clock of the next following Morning, Panurge did 
not fail to present himself before Pantagruel, in whose Chamber 
were at that time Epistemon, Fryar John of the Funnels 
Ponocrates, Eudemon Carpahn and others to whom, at the 
entry of Panuige, Pantagiuel said, Lo, hcie cometh oui 
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Dieicner Th iL woid (quoth Fpistcmon) in Tiicicnt times cost 
\eiy much and was dearl) sold to the Children of Jacob 
Then, said Panuifrc I have been plimnred into my dumps so 
deepl} , as if I had been lodcfed vv ith Gallei Noddj cap dreamed 
indeed I have and that iiffht lustily but I could tal e alonq 
with me no more theieof thst 1 d,'d Roodl, undcistand save 
only that I in my Vision had a prettj fm 3oiing gallant 
handsom Woman who no less lovinij^’y and 1 indl}'^ tieated and 
entei tamed me hugg d cherish d cockei d dmdled and made 
much of me as if I had been anothei neat dilhdarhng Mmion 
like Adonis Nevei was Man inoie glad thui I was then mv 
Joy at that time w as Incomparable she flattered me tickled 
me, stroakecl me gioped me, fu/Icd me jcurled me kissed me 
embiaccd me laid her Hands about my Neck, and now and 
then made jestingly pretty little Homs above my Forehead 
I tolcl her in the like dispoit as I did play the fool with her 
that she should rather pi ice and fix them in a little below 
mine Eyes that I might see the better what I should stick at 
with them Foi being so'kituated Momus then would find no 
fault therewith as he did once with the position of the Horns 
of Bulls The wanton, toying Girl notwithstanding any 
Remonstrance of mine to the con ti ary did always drive ami 
thiust them further in Yet theieby (which to me seemed 
wonderful) she did not do me any huit at all A little aftei 
though I know not how I thought I was transfonned into a 
Tabor, and she into a Chough 

My sleeping there being inteirupted T awal ed m a stait 
angiy, displeased, perplexed chafing and very wioth There 
have joii a laige Platter ful of Dieanis make fheieupon good 
Cheai and, if jou please spaie not to interpret them accoiding 
to the Undeislanding which jou may have in them Come 
Carpalin let us to Breakfast To my sence'and meaning 
(quo'-h Pantagruel) if I have skill oi knowledge m the Ait of 
Divination by Dreams jour Wife will not reallj% and to the 
outward appearance of the World, plant, or set Horns, and 
stick them fast in joui Forehead, after a visilile manner, as 
Satyrs use tc? wear and carry them but she will be so far from 
preserving herself Loj il in the discharge and observance of a 
Conjugal Duty, that on the contraiy she w ill v lolate her plighted 
Faith, break her Mariiage Oath infringe all Matrimonial 
Tyes, prostitute hei Body to the Dalliance of other Men, and 
so make jou a Cuckold This point is clearly and manifestly 
explained and expounded by Artemicloius, just as I have 
. 074 




375 



THE THIRD COOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

rented it Not will theie be -iny met'imoiphosis oi transmuta 
tion fiade of you into a Dium or labor but >ou Mill suiely 
be as soundly beaten as e le was labor at a meriv Wedding 
Noi jet will she be changed into a Chough but will steal from 
3 ou, chiefly in the Night, as is the natuie of that thievish Bud 
Ileieby may 50U percene jou^ Dreams to the in e\ciy ]ot con 
foim and agieeable to the Viigilian'Lots A Cud old you will 
he beaten and lobbed Then cijed out I ither John with a 
loud Voice He tells the tiuth ip'^on mv Conscience thou 
wilt be a Cuckold, an honest one I waiiant thee , O the brave 
Horns that will be born by thee 1 Ha ha, ha Our good 
Master de Coinilius, God,,save thee, and shield thee wilt tlrou 
be pleased to preach but two words of a Sermon to us and I 
wrll go through the Parish Church to gather up Alms for the 
Poor 

Vou are (quoth Panurge) very far mistaken m your Inter 
pietation for the matter is quite contiaiy to j^oui sence 
thereof my Dream piesageth that I shall by Maniage be 
stored with plenty of all manner ot Goods, the hormfymg of me 
shewing that I will possess a Cornucopia that Amalthseau 
Horn, which is called,^lhe Hoin of Abundance wheieof the 
fiuition did still portend the Wealth of the Enjojer "iou 
possibly Mill say that they are rather like to be Satj rs Homs 
for you of these did make some mention Amen, Amen, Fiat, 
fiat ad difjeieniiam papce Thus shall I have my Touch her 
home still ready , my Staff of Love sempiternal ly in a good case, 
will, Satyr like, be nevei toyled out a thing which all Men 
wish for and send up their Prayers to that purpose, but such 
a thing as nevei tireless is granted but to a few hence doth it 
follow by a consequence rs clear as the Sun beams that I will 
never be in the dangei of being made a Cuckold fot the defect 
hereof is, Causa sine qua non, yea the sole cause (rs many 
think) of making Husbands Cuel olds What makes poor 
scoundiel Rogues to beg (I pi ay you) '* Is it not because they 
have not enough at home nhciewith to fill their Bellies, and 
their Poaks ? What is it makes the Wolves to leave the 
Woods ? Is ^t not the want of Flesh Meat ’ What maketh 
Women Whores ’ you understand me well enough And 
herein may I very well submit my O, inion to the Judgement 
of learned Lawyers, Presidents, Counsellors, Advocates Pio 
cruers Attorneys and other Glossers and Cormnentators on the 
venerable Rrtbiick De Fngidis, el maleficiatis \ou are in 
tiuth, Sir, as it seems to me (excuse my boldness if I have 
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transgressed) in a most palpable and absurd Eiior to attr^bi?te 
nay Horns to Cuckoldiy Diana %\cars them on hei Head after 
the manner of a Cicssant is she a Cucquean for that ? How 
the De\il can she be cuckolded who never jet was mained ? 
Speak somewhat more con eclly I beseech jou least she»being 
offended, furnish j6u witlj a p»ur of Horns shapen by the 
Pattern of those which she made for Actron The goodly 
Bacchus also cariies Horns, Pan, Jupiter Ilammon with a 
great many others, are 'hey all Cuckolds’ If Jove be a 
Cucl old Juno is a Whore this follows by the Figuie Meta 
lepsis As to call a Child in the presence of his lather and 
Mother, a Bastard, or Whores Son? is tacitly and under 
board, no less than if he had sard openly the Father is a 
Cuckold, and his Wife a Punk Let our Discourse come nearer 
to the puipose The Horns that my \\ ife did make me are 
Homs of Abundance, planted and grafted in my Head for the 
increase and shooting up of all good things This will I affirm 
for truth upon my Word, and pawn my laith and Credit both 
ut on it , as for the rest, I will be no less joyful, frolick glad 
cheerful merry, jolly, and gamesom than a well bended Tabor 
in the Hands of a good Drummer at a Nuptial Feast still 
making a noise, still lowhng, still buzzing and cracking Behev e 
me, Sir m that consistem none of mj least good Foituries 
And my Wife will be jocund feat, compt, neat, quaint dainty 
turn, tuck’d up, bnsl , smiik and smug, even as a pietty little 
Coinish Chough who will not believe this let Hell oi the 
Gallows be the Burden of his Christmas Carol 

I remark (quoth Pantagiuel) the last point or particle which 
you did speak of and having seiiously conferred it with the 
first, find that at the beginning jou were delighted with the 
sweetness of j our Dream but in the end and final closure of 
It you startmgly awaked, and on a sudden were forthwith 
vexed m Choler and annoyed Yea (quoth Panuige) the 
reason of that was because I had fasted too long Ilattei not 
} our self (quoth Pantagruel) all will go to mine Know for a 
certain truth that every Sleep that endeth with a starting 
and leaves the Person irksom, grieved and fretting doth either 
signifie a present Evil or otheiways piesageth and portendeth 
a future imminent mishap To sigmfie an Evil, that is bo say, 
to shevv some Sickness hardly curable, a krnd of pestilentrous, 
or malignant Bile, Botch, or Sore lying and lurking, hid occult, 
and latent within the very Center of the Body which many 
times doth by the means of Sleep (whose Nature is to reinforce 
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afid fStrengthen the I acuity and Vcrtue of Concoction) begin 
accoiding to the Theoiems of Pin sick to dccliie itself, and 
moves towaid the outwaid Supeificies At this sad stiiiing is 
the Sleepers rest and ease disturbed and bioken wheieof the 
first ^eeilng and stinging smart adnronisheth that he must 
patiently endure great pain aid tuvrble and theieunto pioaide 
some Remedy Aswhenwesay pioaerbnlh to incense IIoi nets 
to more a stinking Puddle and tj^ awal e a sleeping L’von 
instead of these more usu il Express oiis, and of a more familiar 
and plam meaning to proaoke angry Persons to make a thing 
the voise by meddling with it and to irritate a testy choleric]^ 
Man when he is at qufet On fire other pait, to presage oi 
foretel an Evil especially in what concenreth the Exploits of 
the Soul, m matter of Somiiial Divinations is as mu dr as to 
say, that it giveth us to understand that some dismal Fortune 
or Mischance is destmated and prepared for us, which shoitly 
will not fail to come to pass A clear and cv ident example hereof 
is to be found in the Dieam, and dreadful awakmg of Hecuba 
as likewise in that of Euridice, the Wife of Orpheus neither of 
which was sooner finished, (saith Cunius) but that incontinently 
thereafter they awaked m a start, and were affrighted horribly 
thereupon these Accidents ensued Hecuba had her Husband 
Pnanrus, together with her Children, slain before her Eyes 
and saw then the Destruction of her Country , and Euiidice 
died speedily thereafter, m a most miserable manner iEne is 
dreaming that he spoke to Hector a little after his Decease, did 
on a sudden m a great start awake and was afiaid now here 
upon did follow this event Troy that same Night was spoil’d, 
sack’d, and burnt At another time the same jEneas dreamurg 
that he saw his familiar /leniuses and Penates, in a ghastly 
fright and astonishment awaked of which teiioui and amaze 
ment the issue wrs that the very next day subsequent by a 
most horrible Tempest on the Sea he was hls.e to h xv e perished 
and been cast awa> Moreover, Tuinus being prompted 
instigated, and stirred up by the fant istick Vision of an infernal 
Fury to enter into a bloody War against Aeneas, awal ed in a 
start much troubled and disquieted in Spirit in sequel whereof, 
after many notable and famous Routs Defeats and Discom 
fitures in open Field, he came at last to be killed in a single 
Combat, by the said ASneas A thousand other Instances I 
could afford if it were needful of this matter ^Vhllst I relate 
these Stones of jEneas rema^Jc the saying of Fabius Pictor, 
who faithfully averred That nothing had at any time bef dlen 
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unto, W'xs done oi entcrpiizcd by Inm \\ hereof he preal^nbly 
had not notice and ’ cfoichand foie seen it to the full b} suic 
Piedictiois, filtogcihei founded on the Oiacles of Sommal 
Divination lo this there is no vaiit of pregnant Reasons 
no moie than of amples loi if Repose and Rest in sleejiing 
be a special Gift ant" F uoijr of Sie Gods as is niaintamed by 
the Philosophers, and bj fhe Poet attested in these Lines 
1 hen Sleep, that*" jeatenly Gift, came to refresh, 

Of humane Labourers, the weaned Flesh 

Such a Gift oi Benefit can ne\ei finish or terminate in Wiath 
and Indignation, without pottending 3ome unlucky Fate and 
most disastrous Fortune to ensue , othenvays it were a 
Molestation, and not an Ease , a Scomge and not a Gift, at 
least proceeding fiom the Cods above, but from the infernal 
Devils our Enemies according to the common vulgai Saving 
Suppose the Loid Father oi Master of a Family, sitting at 
a \eiy sumptuous Dinner, furnished with all manner of good 
Cheer, and ha% mg at his entry to the Table his Appetite sharp 
set upon his Victuals, whereof there was great plenty, should 
be seen to rise in a start and on a sudden fling out of his Chair 
abandoning his Meat, frighted appalled and m a honid 
Terrour who should not know the cause hereof would wonder 
and be astonished exceedingly But what ? He heaid hrs 
Male Servants cry. Fire fiie fire, fire his Serving Maids and 
Women yell, Stop Tliief, stop Thief and all his Childien shout 
as loud as evei they could Murthei, O Murther lilurther 
Then was it not high time foi him to leave his Banqueting foi 
application of a Remedy m hast and to give speedy Older foi 
succouiing of his distressed Household Truly, I remember 
that the Cabalists and Massoints, Interpreters of the Sacred 
Scriptures, in treating how with vciity one might judge of 
Evangelical Apparitions (because oftentimes the Angel of 
Satan is disguized and transftguied into an Angel of Light) 
said. That the diffeience of these two mainly did consist in this 
The favourablf and comforting Angel useth in his appearing 
unto ]\Ian at first to terrifie and hugely aff light hirw, but in the 
end he bimgeth Consolation, leaveth the Peison who hath 
seen him, joyful, well pleased, fully content, and satisfied 
On the other side, the Angel of Perdition, that wicked, devilish, 
and mahgnanC Spirit at his appeal ance unto any Person, m 
the beginning cheaieth uji the Heart of his Beholder, but at last 
forsakes him, and lea\e& him liciublcd angiy, and perplexed 
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CHAPTER XV 

Panwge's Eiciise and Evposilwn of the Monn'^Uck 
Mysteiy concerning I^udu'd Ihi-I 

The Lord save those who see, and do not hcni, (quoth rmurqe) 
I see you well enough but laiOAV not what it is that >ou have 
said The Hungei starved Belly wanteth Ears lor lack 
of Victuals before Cod I roar bia} jell and fume as in i 
furious Madness I have peiforined loo hard a lask to dav, 
an extraordinary Vork indeed He shall be ciaftiei and do 
fai gieater Wondeisthan evei did Mi Mush, who shall be able 
any more this yeai to bung me on the Stage of Piepaiation foi 
a dieaming Veidict Fy , not to sup at all that is the Dev il 
Pox take that Fashion Come Fnar John let us go break our 
Fast , for if I hit on such a round Refection in the Morning, as 
will serve thioughly tp fill the hlill hopper and Hogshide of my 
Stomach and furnish it with Jleat and Drink sufficient, then 
at a pinch as in the case of some extieam necessity which 
piesseth I could make a shift that day to foibear Dining 
But not to Sup A Plague rot that base Custom, which is an 
Eiror offensive to Nature That Lady made the Day for 
Exercise to travel work, wait on and labour in each his 
Negotiation and Employment , and that we may with the 
more Fervency and Aidour piosecute oui business she sets 
befoie us a deal burning Candle to wit the Suns Resplendency 
And at Night when she begins to take the Light from us 
she tlieieby tacitlj implies no less than if die would have 
siioken thus unto us My Lads and Lasses all of you are good 
and honest Folks vou have wrought well to day, toiled and 
turmoiled enough the Night approachelh, theiefoie cist off 
these moiling Cares of yours, desist from all jour sw inking 
painful Labours, and set jour Minds how to refresh jour 
Bodies m the renewmg of their \ igour with good Bread, choice 
Wme, and store of wholsom Bleats then may you take some 
Sport and Recreation, and after that he dow ii and lest your 
selves, that jou may strongly nimbly, lustilj, and with the 
more Alacrity to morrow attend on your Affairs as formerly 
Falconers in like manner, when they hav e fed their Hawks 
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will not suffer them to fly on a full Ooige, but let them on 41 
Pearch abide a little, th it they may louse bait tour and'^soar 
the better That good Pope -viho was the first Institutei of 
Fasting, understood this well enough , foi he oidamed that 
our Fast should reach but to the hour of Noon , all the re 
maindei of that day was at oui disposuie ficclj'- to eat and 
feed at an-y time theieof ®In ancient tunes theie weie but 
few that dined, as 1,011 would say, some Chuichmcn Monks 
ind Canons , foi they haa <5 little othei Occupation each day 
IS a Festual unto them, who diligently heed the Claustral 
Proverb, Dl missa ad mensam They do not use to linger and 
defer then sitting down and placing 9 f themselves at Table 
only so long as they have a mind in waiting foi the coming of 
the Abbot , so they fell to without Ceiemony, Teims or Con 
ditions and every body supped unless it were some vain, 
conceited, dieaming Dotard Hence was a Supper called 
Ccena which shew eth that it is common to all sorts of People 
Tliou knowest it well. Friar John Come let us go my dear 
Fiiend, m the name of all the Devils of the Infernal Regions, 
let us go The gnawings of my Stomach, in this rage of Ilungei, 
are so taruig, that they make it baik l^|ve a IMastiff Let us 
thiow some Iliead and Beef into his Thioat to pacific him, as 
once the Sibyl did to Ceibcius Ihou likest best Monastical 
Biowess tlie prime, the flowei of the Pot I am for the solid, 
pimcipal Veib that comes aftei The good biowm Loaf, 
alwaj s accompany’d with a round slice of the Nme lecture 

S oudred Labourer I know thy meaning, (answered Fiiar 
ohn) this Metaphoi is extracted out of the Claustral Kettle , 
the Labouier is the Ox, that hath wiought and done the 
Labour , after the fashion of Nine Lectures that is to say, most 
exquisitely well and thioughly boil’d These holy Religious 
Fathers, by a (jertain Cabalistick Institution of the Ancients 
not written but caiefully by Tradition conveyed fiom hand 
to hand, rising betimes to go to Morning Pray eis weie wont to 
flouiish, that their matutinal Devotion with some ceitaiii 
notable Preambles before their entiy mto the Chuich, viz , 
They dunged in the Dungeries, pissed m the Pissfiies, spit in 
the Spitteries, melodiously coughed in the Coughenes, and 
doted in their Doteiies, that to the Divme Service they might 
not bring any thing that was unclean or foul 

These things thus done, they very zealously made their 
repaii to the Holy Chapel (for so was in their canting Language 
termed the Covent Kitchm) whfere they w'lth no small earnest 
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ness had care that iJic Beef Pot should be ]uit on the Crook 
for ^he Brerkfist of tlie Relinious Biolhds of oui I out and 
SaMOur and the Fji" they Tiould kii die undti the I’ot them 
selves Now the Matines consistin" of Is me lessons was so 
incumbent on them, that they must ha\ e risen the i ither foi 
the moie expedite dispatchinir of them Jl ihc sooner tint 
thej lose the shaipci a\ is then AjipcLito and the Baikmg of 
then Stomachs, and the Onawings mcicise m the hi l piopoi 
tion and consequently made tliese godly Alen thrice more a 
hungied and \ thiist than when then Matmes weie hem’d ovei 
only with thiee Lessons 

The mote betimes Uiey lose by the said Calial, the sooner 
■was the Beef Pot put on the longci that the Beef was on the 
File the better it was boiled the more it boiled it was the 
tenderei , the tendcier that it was, the less it tioublcd the 
leeth, delighted moie the Palate less chaiged the Slonnch 
and iiouiished oui good Religious Men the moie substantully , 
which IS the only end and prime intention of the first Foundeis, 
as appeals by this. That they eat not to live, but live to eat, and 
m this Woild have nothing but their Life Let us go Panuige 

Now ha\e I understood thee, (quoth Panurge) my Plushcod 
Friar, my Caballme and Claustial Ballock I fieely quit the 
Costs, Interest and Charges seeing 'sou have so egiegiously 
commented upon the most especial Chapter of the Culinarv 
and Monastick Cabal Come along, my Caipalin and you 
Friar John, my Leathei diessei Good moirovv to \ou all, mj 
good Loids I have dieamed too much to have so little Let 
us go Panuige had no sooner done speaking, than Epistemon 
with a loud Voice said these Woids It is a veiy ordmarj and 
common thing amongst Men to conceive foiesee know and 
presage the misfortune. Bad luck or disaster of another , but 
to have the understanding, providence, knowledge and pre 
diction of a Man’s own mishajj is very scarce and raie to be 
found any wheie This is exceeding judiciously and 
prudently deciphered by Esop m his Apologues who there 
afSrmeth, lhat eveij’' Man m the Woild caiiieth about his 
Neck a Ws^Jlet, in the Foie bag whoieof werd contained the 
Faults and Mischances of otheis, always exposed to his view 
and knowledge, and in the other Sciip theieof, which hangs 
behind, are kept the Bearers pioper Transgiessions, and 
mauspicious Adv entures, at no time seen by him, nor thought 
upon, unless he be a Person that hath a favourable Aspect 
f 1 om the Heav ens * 
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CHAPTER XV*r 

How Pantagmel adviseth Panurge to consult tviih the 
Sibyl of Panzoust 

A LITTLE while theieafter Pantagmel sent for Panuige and 
said unto him, The Affection whicjj I bear jou being nou 
mveteiate and setled m mv Mind 6y a long continuance of 
time, prompteth me to the serious consideration of your 
Welfare and Piofit , in order wheieto lemaik what I have 
thought thereon It hath been told me that at Panzoust near 
Crouly, dwelleth a \eiy famous Sibjl who is endowed with the 
si ill of foretelling all things to come Take Epistemon in 
youi Company, lepair towards hei and heai what she will say 
unto you She is possibly (quoth Epistemon) she is some 
Canidia, Sagane or Pythomsse eitlicr whereof with us is 
vulgarly called a Witch I being the more easily induced to 
give Credit to the trath of this Chaiacter of her, that the place 
of her Abode is vilely stained with^he abominable lepute of 
abounding more with Sorcerers and Witches, than e\ er did the 
Plains of Thessaly I should not to my thinking, go thither 
willingly, foi that it seems to me a thing iinwairantable, and 
altogethei foi bidden in the Law of Moyses 

We are not Jews (quoth Pantagmel) nor is it a mattei 
judiciously confess’d by her, nor autlienticallyj proved by 
others that she is a Witch Let us for the piesent suspend our 
Judgment, and defer till after your return fiom thence the 
sifting and garbelmg of those Niceties Do we Imow but that 
she may be au Eleventh Sibyl, oi a Second Cassandia ? But 
although she were neither and she did not merit the Name or 
Title of any of these RenowneduProphetesses, what Hazaid, in 
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Hje Name of God do jou run by offeiing to talk and confer 
witl her of the instant Peiplexity and Pei tuili xtion of joui 
Thoughts ? Seeing especially (and which is most of ill) she 
IS in the Estimation of those that aie acquainted with her, 
held to know more, and to be of a deepci reach of Undei stand 
ing, than is eithei customary io the Count j wheicin she liveth, 
or to the Sex whereof she is Wfiat hmdiance huit oi haim 
doth the laudable desiie of Knowledge bung to any Man, weie 
it from a Sot, a Pot, a Fool, a Stool ^a Winter Mittxin a liuekle 
for a Pully the Lid of a Goldsmiths Ciiicible an Oil Bottle 
or old Slipper ? You may remember to ha\ e lead, oi heard at 
least that Alexandei the Croat, immediately after his hi\ing 
obtained a glorious Victoi\ over the King Daims in Arbeles, 
refused in the Presence of the splendid ahcl illustiious Courtiers 
that were about him to gue Audience to a ] oor ceitain despic 
able like Fellow who thiougli the Sollicitation and Mediation 
of some of his Royal Attendants was admitted humbly to beg 
that Grace and Favour of him But soi e did he repent xl though 
in vam a thousand and ten thousand tunes thereaftei, the 
surly State which he then took upon him to the Denial of so 
]ust a Suit, the Grant wheieof would hax e been w oith unto him 
the value of a Brace of potent Cities He was indeed Victorious 
m Persia, but withal so far distant from klacedonia, his Here 
ditary Kingdom that the Joy of the one did not expel the 
extream Grief, which thiough occasion of the othei he had 
inwardly conceived , foi not being able w ith all his Powei to 
find or invent a convenient Mean and Expedient how to get or 
come by the certainty of any News fiom thence both by 
reason of the huge remoteness of the places fiom one to another, 
as also because of the impeditive Interposition of many gieat 
Rivers the interjacent Obstacle of divers wild Deserts and 
obstiuctive Interjection of suiidiy xlniost ina/icessible Moun 
tains Whilst he was m this sad quandary and solicitous 
pensiveness which, you may suppose could not be of a small 
Vexation to him , considering tnat it was a matter of no gieat 
difficulty to run ovei his whole Natne Soil, possess his Country 
seize on his Kingdom, install a new King in the 1 hi one, and 
plant thereon Foreign Colonies, long before he could come to 
have any Advertisement of it For obviating the Jeopardy 
of so dreadful Inconveniency, and putting a fit Remedy thereto, 
a ceitain Sydoman Merchant of a low Stature, but high Fancy, 
very poor in shew, and to the outward appearance of little oi 
no Account, having presented Tiimself before him, went about 
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to affirm n,nd declrie thit he had eactJoitated and hit upon a 
ready mean and way, by the which those of his leriiloiiys at 
home should come to the certain notice of his Indian Victoiies, 
iiid himself be pcifcctly informed of the stite and condition 
of Egypt and llacedonia within less than fi\ c da\ s Wliereupon 
the said Alexandei, plunged into a sullen amniadveitenViy of 
Mind, thiough his lash Opinion of the Impiobability of ]iei 
forming a so stiange and impossible like Undei taking, dis 
missed the Meichant without givmg ear to what he had to say 
and villify’d him Wliat fiould it have cost him to heaiken 
unto what the honest Man had invented and contrived for his 
good ’ What Detimient, Annoj ance ^Damage, or Loss could 
he have undei gone to listen to the Discovery of that Secret, 
which the good Fellow would have most willingly levealed 
unto him’ Nature I am peiswided, did not without a 
cause frame our Ears open, puttmg thereto no Gate at all nor 
shutting them up with any manner of Inclosures as she hath 
done unto the Tongue, the Eyes, and othei such out jetting 
paits of the Body The Cause, as I imagine is, to the end that 
eveiy Day and eiciy Night, and that continually, we may be 
ready to hear, and by a perpetual hearing apt to learn Foi 
of all the Senses it is the fittest for the leception of the know 
ledge of Arts Sciences and Disciplines , and it may be, that 
]\Ian was an Angel, (that is to say a Messenger sent fiom God) 
as Raphael was to Toby Too suddenly did he contemn, 
despise and misregaid him, but too long there ifter by an 
untimely and too late Repentance did he do Penance foi it 
You say very well (answered Epistemon) yet shall jou never 
for all that induce me to believe that it can tend any way to 
the Advantage or Commodity of a Man to take Advice and 
Counsel of a Woman, namely, of sueba Woman, and the Woman 
of such a Countij Truly I have found (quoth Panurge) a 
gieat deal of good in the Counsel of Women chieflj in that of 
the Old Wives amongst them , who for every time I consult 
with them, I readily get a Stool or two extraordinary, to the 
great Solace of my Bum gut passage They aie as Sloth 
hounds in the- Infallibility of then Scent, and m their Sayings 
no less Sententious than the Rubricks of the Law Therefore 
m my Conceit it is not an improper kind of speech to call them 
Sage dr Wise Women In confiimation of which Opinion of 
mine the customary style of my Language alloweth them the 
Denomination of Presage Women The Epithet of Sage is due 
unto them, because they are surpassing dextrous in the loiow 
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leclfie oC most things And I give thorn the Idle of Pros-vge 
for thxt thej Divinelj foicsce nnd cciLxinlj foictel futuie 
Contingencies and Events of tilings to come Sometimes I 
call them not ]\I lunettes but Monettes fiom their vvholsom 
Monitions Whethci it be so asl Bidhagoras Soci ites, 
Empedocles and oui blaster Ortuinus I fuitheimore piaise 
and commend above the Skits the» ancient memoiable Institu 
Lion of the piistine Geimans who oidained the Responses and 
Documents of Old Women to be highlj extolled most coidially 
reveienced, and prised at a j ite 'n nothing mfenour to the 
weight, test and standaid of the Sanctuary And as they 
were respectfully puident m receiving of these sound Advices, 
so by honouring and following them did they piove no less 
foitunate in the happy Success of all their Endeavours Wit 
ness the old Wife Antmia and the good Molhci Villed, m the 
days of Vespasian You need not anv vva> doubt, but that 
Feminine Old Age is always fiuctif^ng m Qualities Sublime, I 
would have said Sibjlhne Let us go by the help , let us go 
by the Veitue God let us go Fxicwel, Finr John I 
lecommend the care of my Codpiece to you Well (quoth 
Epistemon) I will follow you with this Piolestation ncveithe 
less that if I happen to get a sure Infoimation or otherwavs 
find that she doth use any kiird of Charm oi Enchantment in 
her Responses it may not be imputed to me for a blame to 
leave vou at the Gate of her House, without accompanjing 
you any fuither in 


CHAPTER XVII 

IIow Panurge spoke to the Sibyl oj Pan^ou&t 

Theih Voyage was three days journeying on the thud wheieof 
was shewn ipto them the House of the Vaticin iticss standing 
on the knap or top of a Hill, under a large and spacious Walnut 
tree Without great difficulty they enter d into that straw 
thatch’d Cottage scurvily built, naughtily movabled and all 
besmoaked It matteis not (quoth Epistemon) Heiaclitus 
the grand Scotist, and tenebrous darksome Philosopher, was 
nothing astonish d at his Introit into such a coarse and paultry 
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Habitation foi lie did usual] j sheu l^nth unto Iiis Seetators 
and Disciples That the C ods nude as cheeifulh their Resicience 
m these mein homely msions as in sum]jluous magnificl 
Palaces leplemsh’d ivith all manner ol delight pomp, and 
pleisuie I wilhil do ically belieic that the Dwelling place 
of the so famous and renowned Hecate w is just such artother 
petty Cell as this is, when shomade a least iheiein to the valiant 
Iheseiis And that of no other better Stiuctuie was the Coat 
or Cabin of Ilyijeus oi Ocnopion wlitiein Jiipitei Neptune 
and ]\Iercury veie not ashamed all Ihite togetlier, to harbour 
and sojourn a whole Night, and theie to take i full and hearty 
Repast, for the payment of the Shot^they thankfully pissed 
Oiion 

Ihey finding the ancient Woman at a coiner of hei oun 
Chimney, Ejnstemon said. She is indeed a true Sib) 1 and the 
lively Poiutraict of one repiesented by the rp Ka|Jl.^vo^ of 
Homer The old Hag was in a pitiful bad plight and condition, 
in matter of the outward state and complexion of hei Body, the 
ragged and totter d Equipage of her Peison in the point of 
Accoutrement and beggaily poor PioMsion of Faie foi hei 
Diet and Entertainment foi she was dl apparelled woise 
nouiished, toothless bleaieyd ciool shoulder d snotty her 
Nose still dioppmg and her self still diooping faint, and pith 
less Whilst in this wofully wretched case she was making 
ready foi her Dmnei Poiridge of wrinkled gicen Colworts, with 
a bit skin of \ cllow Bacon, mixed with a twice before cool ed 
sort of watiish unsavouiy Bioth extiacted out of bare and 
hollow Bones Epistemon said By the Cioss of a Gioat we 
aie to blame, nor shall we get from hci any Response at all, 
foi we have not biought along with us the Bianch of Gold 
I have (quoth Panuige) piovided pretty well for that, foi here 
I have it within my Bag, in the substance of a Gold Ring, 
accompanied with some fair Pieces of small Money No soonei 
were these Woids spol en, when Panurge coming up towards 
her after the Ceremonial Perfoimance of a piofound and 
humble Salutation, piescnted her with six Neats Tongues 
dried in the Smoke, a great Butter pot full of fr^h Cheese a 
Eoiacho furnished with good Beverage, and a Rarns Cod stored 
wnth Single Pence newly coined At last he, with a low Cuitsie 
put on her Medical hinger a pietty handsom Golden Ring, 
whereinto wa^ right aitihcially mchased a precious Toadstone 
of Beausse This done in few words, and very succinctly did 
he set open and expose unto hey the motive reason of his com 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

Ilow Pantagruel and Panwge dtd diveisly Expound the 
Verses of the Sibyl of Panzoust 

The Leaves being thus collected, and orderly disposed Episte 
mon and Panurge returned to Pantagruel ’s Couit, paitly well 
pleased and other pai,t discontented glad for their being 
come bach and "vexed foi the tiouble they had sustained by the 
way, winch they found to be craggy, rugged stony rough and 
ill adjusted They made an ample and full Relation of their 
Voyage unto Pantagiuel , as likewise of the Estate and Con 
dition of the Sibyl Then having presented to him the Lea\ es of 
the S\ camoie they shew him the short and twattle Verses that 
veie wiitten in them Pjintagruel hanng read and considered 
the whole sum and substance of the Matter, fetch’d from his 
Ileait a deep and h^avy Sigh, then said to Panurge , You aie 
now, forsooth in a good taking, and have biought your Hogs 
to a fine Market The Prophecy of the Sibyl doth explain and 
lay out befoie us the same very Predictions -which have been 
deno bated, foietold, and presaged to us by the Decree of the 
Virgilian Lots, and the Veidict of your own pioper Dreams , 
to wit that you shall be \ ery much disgiaced shamed, and 
discredited by j our Wife foi that she will make you a Cuckold 
in prostituting her self to others, being big with Child by 
another than jou "Vull steal fiom >ou a great deal of your 
Goods, and will beat you scratch, and bruise you, even from 
plucking the Skin in apart from off you , will Jeave the Punt 
of her Blows m some Member of youi Body You understand 
as much (answer’d Panurge) in the veritable Interpretation, 
and Expounding of lecent Prophecies, as a Sow in the Matter 
of Spicery Be not offended (Sir, I beseech you) that I speak 
thus boldly ,rfor I find my self a little m Cholei* and that not 
without cause, seeing it is the contrary that is true , take heed, 
and give attentive ear unto my words The Old Wife said, 
That as the Bean is not seen till first it be unhusk’d, and that its 
swad or hull be shaled, and pilled from off it so is it that my 
Virtue and transcendent Worth Will never come by the Mouth 
of Fame, to be blazed abroad'' pioportionable to the height, 
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extent and measme of the e\ecll(nf\ Ihcieof until pie til d^h 
I get a Wife, and mal e the full half of a ni ii i lul Couiilc lloa 
many times haae I heaid -sou sia that the Iiinttion of i 
Magistiate, or Olhee of Dignita discoa cielh Ihe Mciits I’uls 
and Endowments of the Poison so idvaiictd ind pioniotcd 
and what is in him tliat is to .sn v,c luc then host idilc to 
judge alight of the Deseiafngs of a Min, mIkii he is called to 
the management of Affuis Foi when hcfoic he h\ed in i 
pm ate Condition, we coukl haae no moie ecit im knowledge of 
him, than of a Bean within his Husk ind thus st mils the 
fiist Article explained othciwajs could aou imagine tint 
the good Fame Repute ami Estiniaiion of an Honest Man 
should depend upon the 1 ail of a Whore ’ 

Now to the meaning of the Second Aiticle 'My Wife will 
be with Child (heie lies the piime Felicity of Marnife) hut 
not of me Copsbod> that I do believe indeed It will be 
of a pietty little Infant 0 how heartily I shall loye it ' I do 
aheady dote upon it for it will be my dainty Fedle dailmg 
my genteel Dilh minion Fiona thencefoith no Vexation 
Care, or Giief shall tal e such deep impression in my IleaiL 
how hugely gieat or vehement soe\ er it plherw a-y s appeal but 
that it shall evanish foithwilh at the sight of that my futuie 
Babe and at the hearing of the Chat and Piating of its 
Childish Cibbrish And blessed be the Old Whfe By my 
tiulj’’ I have a mind to settle some good Revenue or Pension 
upon her, out of the leadiest Enciease of the I aiids of my 
Sain igondinois not an inconstant and uncertain Rentsecl 
like that of witless, giddy headed Batchelors but suie and 
fixed, of the natuie of the well jiayed Incomes of Regenting 
Doctors 

If this Interpretation doth not'please you think joii my 
Wife will benrjne m her Flanks Conceive with me and be of 
me deliveied, as Women use m Childbed to bung foith then 
Young ones , so as that it may be said, Panurge is a second 
Bacchus, he hath been twice boin , he is re bom, as was 
Hypolitus, as was Proteus, one time of Thetis , and secondly , 
of the Mothet of the Philosopher Apollonius , as^vere the two 
Palices near the Flood Samethoe in Sicily his Wife was big 
of Child with him In him is renewed and begun again the 
Palintocy, and of the Megariens, and the Palingeiiesie of 
Democritus Fie upon such Eiiors, to hear Stuff of that 
nature, rends my Ears 

The woids of the thud Aiticle aie , She will suck me at my 
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best* End HTiy not ^ that pleaseth me iiglit well You 
know^the thing I need not tell jou that it is, mj mteiciural 
Pudding with one end I sweai ind piomise, th it m what I 
can I will presell e it sappy, full of juice, and as well victualled 
for her use as may be she shall not suck me I believe in 
vain hoi be destitute of her Allowance , there shall hei jusium 
both m Peck and Lippy be furnish’d to the full eternally \ ou 
expound this Passage allegoiically, and mteipret it to Theft 
and Larcen> I lo\ e the Exposition and the Allegoiy pleaseth 
me but not according to the Sense wheicto jou slietch it 
It may be that the Sinceiity of the Affection which jou bear 
me, moveth you to ha^iour in youi Breast those refractory 
Thoughts concerning me, with a Suspicion of my Adv ersity to 
come We have this Saying from the Letiined That a man el 
lously feaiful thing is T ove and that true Love is never Without 
Fear But (Sii ) according to my Judgment, j ou do understand 
both of and by your self, lliat here Stealth signifieth nothing else 
no more than in a thousand other places of Greek and Latin, 
Old and Modem Hiitmgg but the sweet fruits of amoious 
Dalliance, which Venus liketh best, when reap’d in secret, and 
cull’d by fervent Lov^^s filchingly 

Why so ? I prithee tell Because when the Feat of the 
Loose Coat Skirmish happeneth to be done under hand and 
prmly, between two well disposed athwait the Steps of a Pair 
of Stans luikingly and m covert, behind a Suit of Hangings, 
or close hid and trussed upon an unbound Faggot, it is moie 
pleasing to the C5rprian Goddess (and to me also I speak this 
without prejudice to any better oi more sound Opinion) than 
to perfoim that Culbusting Ait, after the Cynick manner in 
the view of the cleai Sunshine or in a rich Tent undei a 
piecious stately Canopy within a gloiious and sublime Pavilion 
01 yet on a soft Couch betwixt rich Cuitains of,Cloth of Gold 
without affiighlment, at long intei mediate Respits, enjoying 
of Pleasures and Delights a Belly full all at great ease with 
huge fly flap Fan of Crimson Sattin, and a Bunch of Featheis 
of some East Indian Ostrich servmg to give chase unto the 
Plj'es all rojnd about whilst in the interim, the Female 
picks her Teeth with a stiff Straw pick’d even then from out of 
the bottom of the Bed she lies on 

If you be not content with this my Exposition, are vou of 
the mind that my Wife will suck and sup me up, ras people use 
to gulp and swallow Oysteis out of the Shell ? Oi as the Cilician 
Women according to the Testimony of Dioscondes, were wont 
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to do the Gi\in of ykeimes ? Assuiedly that is an Eiiqr 
Wlio seizeth on it doth iieithei gvilch up nor sm ill down -■ but 
tal es aivay i\hat hath been packed up, catclielh, snatcheth 
and plies the Plaj of IIe\ pass Repass 

The Fourth Ai tide doth imply That my Wife will flay me, 
but not all O the ^ine M oid 1 ,T'ou inteipiet this to beating 
Stiokes and Blows SpeaE wisely Will >ou eat a Pudding ? 
Sn I beseech ^ou to laise up >oui Spiiits above the low sized 
pitch of earthh Thoughts unto that height of sublime Con 
templation v Inch leacheth to the Appiehension of the IMysteries 
and Wondeis of Dame Natuie And heie be plersed to con 
demn youi self by a renoujicmg of Jlhose Eiiors which you 
have committed very giosly, and somewhat peiveisely in 
expounding the Pioplietick Sayings of the Holy Sib>l A^et 
put the case (albeit I ^ leld not to it) that by the instigation of 
the Devil my Wife should go about to wiong me, make me 
a Cuckold downwards to the very Bieech disgrace me other 
ways, steal my goods from me, yea, and lay violently her hands 
upon me , she nevertheless should fail of her Attempts and 
not attain to the proposed end of hei unreasonable Under 
takings 

The Reason which induceth me heieto is giounded totally 
on this last Point which is extracted from the piofoundest 
Privacies of a Monastick Pantheology, as good Fiiar Aithui 
Wagtaile told me once upon a Monday morning, as we weie 
(if I have not foigot) eating a Bushel of TioLter pies , and I 
lemember well it rained bard God give him the good 
Moiiow 

The Women at the beginning of the Woild, or a little after 
conspired to flay the Men quick because they found the Spirit 
of Mankmd inclined to domineer iC, and bear rule over them 
upon the face pf the whole Earth , and in pursuit of this their 
Resolution piomised, confirmed sworn and covenanted 
amongst them all by the pure Faith they owe to the 
nocturnal Sanct Rogero But O the vam Enterprises of 
Women! O the great Fragility of that Sex Feminine! 
They did bdgin to flay the Man, or pill li^, (as says 
Catullus) at that Member which of all the Body they loved 
best , to wit, the nervous and cavernous Cane , and that above 
five thousand years ago , jet have they not of that small part 
alone flawed any more trll this hour but the Head In meer 
despite whereof the Jews snip off that parcel of the Skm in 
Circumcision, choosing far rather to be called Clip yards 
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I^askals than to be flayed by Women, as are other Nations 
My ^ ife, according to this Female Covenant, will flay it to me, 
if it be not so already I heartily grant mj Consent thereto, 
but will not give hei Iea^ e to flay it all Nay, truly will I not, 
my nob’e King Yea but (quoth Epistemon) 3 ou say nothing 
of her most dreadful Cries and Exclamations when she and we 
both saw the Lawiel bough burn w'lthout yieldmg any noise or 
crackling You know it is a very dismal Omen an inauspicious 
sign, unlucky ]udice, and token formidable bad, disastious, 
and most unliappy, as is certified by Piopertius Tibullus 
and quick Philosopher Poiphyiius, Eustachms on the lhads, 
of Homei, and by many, others 

Verily veiily, (quoth Panurge) biave are the Allegations 
which 3 0U bring me, and Testimonies of two fooled Calves 
These Men were Fools as they were Poets , and Dotards as 
they were Philosophers , full of Folly, as they weie of Philo 
Sophy 



CHAPTER XIX 

Bow Paniagruel praiseth the Counsel of Dumb Men 

pANTAGRtnEi^, when this Discomse was ended, held for a pietty 
while his Peace, seemmg to be exceedmg sad and pensive , 
then said to Panurge, The malignant Spirit misleads, beguileth 
and seduceth you I have read that m times past the surest 
and most veritable Oracles were not those which either were 
delivered m Wnting, or utter’d by word of Mouth m speaking 
For many tunes, m their Interpretation, right witty, learned 
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and ingenious Men have been decenefl thro’ Amphibolones, 
Equivokes and Obscurity of Woids no less than by the brevity 
of their Sentences For which cause Apollo the God of 
Vaticination was sumamed Ao^ias Tliose which weie repre 
seated then by Signs and outward Gestures were accounted 
the truest and the rdost mfalliblg Such was the Opim6n of 
Heraclitus And Jupitei did himself m this manner give forth 
in Amon fiequently Predictions Nor was he single in this 
Piactice foi Apollo did the like amongst the Assyrians His 
prophesvmg thus unto thosfi People, moved them to paint him 
With a laige long Beard and Cloaths beseeming an old setled 
Person, of a most posed, stayed and, grave Behaviour , not 
naked, j oung and beaidless, as he Was pourtrayed most usually 
amongst the Grecians Let us make trial of this kind of 
Fatidicency and go jou take Advice of some dumb Person 
without any speakmg I am content, (quoth Panurge) But 
sa-vs Pantagruel it were requisite that the Dumb jou consult 
with be such as have been deaf fiom the hour of their Natn ity 
and consequently dumb , for none ^an be so lively, natural, 
and kindly dumb, as he who never heard 

How IS it, (quoth Panurge) that \ou concene this matter "> 
If you apprehend it so, that never any spoke, who had not 
before heard the Speech of others, I will from that Antecedent 
brmg you to infer very logically a most absuid and paradoxical 
Conclusion But let it pass , I will not msist on it You do 
not then believe what Herodotus wrote of two Children, who 
at the special Command and Appointment of Psammeticus 
King of Egypt, havmg been kept in a pretty Country Cottage, 
where they were nourished and enteitained m a perpetual 
Silence, did at last, after a certain long space of time, pronounce 
this word Bee, which in the Phrygian Language signifieth 
Bread Nothing less (quoth Pantagruel) do I believe, than 
that it IS a mee* abusmg of our Understandings to give Credit 
to the words of those, who say that there is any such thing as a 
Natural Language AH Speeches have had their primary 
Ongm from the Arbitrary Institutions, Accords and Agree 
ments of Nations in their respective Condescendments to what 
should be noted and betokened by them An Artreulate Voice 
(according to the Dialecticians) hath naturally no signification 
at all for that the sence and meaning thereof did totally 
depend upon the good will and pleasure of the first Deviser 
and Imposer of it I do not tell you this without a Cause , 
for Bartholus, Lib 5 cle Ve?b--Obkg very seriously reporteth 
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that even m his time tlfere was m Cugubia one named Sir Nello 
de Qabrielis, who altihough he by a sad mischance became 
altogether deaf, undeistood nevertheless every one that talked 
in the Italian Dialect howsoever he expiessed himself , and 
that only by lookmg on his external Gestures, and casting an 
attentive Eye upon the diveps motions of^ his Lips and Chaps 
I have read, I remember also m £ very literate and eloquent 
Author that furidates Kmg of Armenia, m the days of Nero, 
made a Voyage to Rome, wheie he was received with great 
Honoui and Solemnity, and with* all manner of Pomp and 
Magnificence Yea, to the end there might be a sempiternal 
Amity and Correspondence preserved betwixt him and the 
Roman Senate , there was no remarkable thmg m the whole 
city which Was not shown unto him 

At his Departure the Emperor bestowed upon him many 
ample Donatives of an mestimable Value And besides, the 
more entirely to testifie his Affection towards him, heartily 
intrusted him to be pleased to make choice of any whatsoever 
thing m Rome was mogt agreeable to his Fancy , with a 
Piomise ]uiamentally confirmed. That he should not be refused 
of his Demand Thereupon, after a suitable Return of Thanks 
for a so gracious Offer, he required a certain Jackpuddmg, 
whom he had seen to act his part most egregiously upon the 
Stage, and whose meaning (albeit he knew not what it was he 
had spoken) he undeistood perfectly enough by the Signs 
and Gesticulations which he had made And for this Suit of 
his m that he asked nothing else, he gave this Reason, That 
m the se\eial wide and spacious Dominions, which were reduced 
undei the Sway and Authority of his Sovereign Government, 
there were sundry Countries and Nations much diffenng from 
one another m Language iVith whom whether he was to speak 
unto them, or give any Answer to their Request^ he was always 
necessitated to make use of divers sorts of liuchmen and 
Interpreters Now with this Man alone, sufficient for supplying 
all their places, will that great Inconveniency hereafter be 
totally remoi ed , seeing he is such a fine Gesticulator, and in 
the Practic^of Chirology an ^^rtist so compleat, expert and 
dextrous, that With his veiy Fmgeis he doth speak Howsoevei 
you ate to pitch upon such a dumb Bone as is deaf by Nature, 
and fiom his Birth, to the end that his Gestures and Signs 
may be the more vively and truly Prophetick, and not counter 
felt by the intermixture of some adulterate Lustre and Affecta 
tion Yet whether this dumb*Person shall be of the Male or 
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Female Sex is in jour Option, heth afe jour Discretion and 
altogether dependeth on your own Election ^ ’ 

I would moie willingly (quoth Panurge) consult with and be 
advised bv a dumb Woman, were it not that I am afraid of two 
things The first is, That the greater part of Women, whatever 
it be that they see ^do always Represent unto their Faficies, 
think and imagme, that itliath some relation to the sugred 
entring of the goodly Ithyphallos, and graffing in the Cleft 
of the overturned Tiee, the quick set Imp of the Pm of Copula 
tion Whatever Signs, Sh^s or Gestures we shall make, or 
whatever our Behaviour, Carnage or Demeanour shall happen 
to be m their view and Presence they ^ill interpret the whole 
m reference to the act of Androgjniation, and the culbatizmg 
Exercise by which means we shall be abusively disappomted of 
our Designs, m regard that she will take all our Signs for nothing 
else but Tokens and Representations of our Desire to entice her 
unto the Lists of a Cypiian Combat, or Catsenconny Skirmish 
Do you remember what hapned at Rome two hundred 
and thieescore Years after the Foundation thereof ? A young 
Roman Gentleman encountrmg by” chance at the Foot of 
Mount Cehon with a beautiful Latm Lai^ named Verona, who 
from her very Cradle upwards had always been both deaf and 
dumb, veiy cmlly asked her, (not without a Chironomatick 
Italianising of his Demand, with various Jectigation of his 
Fmgers, and other Gesticulations as yet customary amongst 
the Speakers of that Country) what Senators in her Descent 
from the top of the Hill she had met with gomg up thither 
For you are to conceive, that he knowing no more of her 
Deafness than Dumbness, was ignorant of both She in the 
mean time, who neither heard nor understood so much as one 
word of what he had said, streight-’raiagm’d, by all that she 
could apprehend m the lovely Gesture of his manual Signs, 
that what he tlien lequired of her was, what her self had a 
great mind to, even that which a Young Man doth naturally 
desire of a Woman Then was it, that by Signs (which m all 
occurrences of Veneiial Love aie mcomparably more attractive. 
Valid and efficacious than Words) she beckned to him to come 
along With her to her House , which when he had done, she 
drew him aside to a pnvy Room, and then made a most lively 
alluring Sign unto him, to shew that the Game did please her 
Wheieupon, without any more Advertisement, or so much as 
the uttering of one Woid on either side, they fell to, and 
brmguaidised it lustily • 
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The other Cause of my being averse fiom consulting with 
durrjb Women, is that to our Signs they would make no answei 
at all, but suddenly fall backwaids in a divarication posture 
to intunate thereby unto us the leality of their consent to the 
supposed motion of our tacit Demands Or if they should 
charice to make any contre^signs responsory to our Proposi 
tions, they would prove so foolishf impertinent, and ridiculous, 
that by them our selves should easily judge their thoughts to 
have no excursion beyond the dufflmg Academy You know 
very well how at Croqumiole, when the religious Nun sister 
Fatbum, was made big with Child by the young Stifly Stantor, 
her Pregnancy came to^ie knowij, and she cited by the Abbess, 
and in a full Convention of the Convent, accused of Incest 
Her excuse was. That she did not consent thereto, but that it 
was done by the violence and impetuous force of the. Friar 
Stifly stand to’t Heieto the Abbess very austerely replying 
Thou naughty wicked Girl why didst thou not cry, a Rape 
a Rape, then should all of us run to thy Succour Her answer 
was That the Rape was committed in the Dorter where she 
durst not cry because iC was a place of sempiternal Silence 
But (quoth the Abbess) thou loguish Wench why didst not 
thou then make some sign to those that were in the next 
Chamber beside thee ’ To this she answered That with her 
Buttocks she made a sign unto them as vigoiously as she could 
yet never one of them did so much as offer to come to her help 
and assistance But (quoth the Abbess) thou scurvy Baggage 
why didst not thou tell it me immediately aftei the perpetration 
of the Fact, that so we might ordeily, re^larly and canoniCE^ly 
have accused him ? I would have done so had the case been 
mine, for the clearer manifestation of mine Innocency I truly 
Madam would have done*the like with all my Heart and Soul, 
(quoth Sister Fatbum) but that fearing I sh^ould remain m 
Sin, and m the hazard of Eternal Damnation i? prevented by a 
sudden Death, I did confess my self to the Father Fryar before 
he went out of the Room who foi my Penance enjoyned me 
not to tell it or reveal the matter unto any It were a most 
enoimous and horiid Offence detestable before God and the 
Angels, to ftveal a Confession such an abominable Wicked 
ness would have possibly brought down fire from Heaven 
wherewith to have burnt the whole Nunnery, and sent us all 
headlong to the bottomless Pit, to bear company with Corali, 
Dathan, and Abiram You will not (quoth Pantagruel) 
With all your Jesting make me Jaugh , I know that all Monks, 
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Fryars and Nuns had rather violate and infringe the highest 
of the Commandments of God, than break the least of their 
Provincial Statutes Take you therefore Goatsnose a Man very 
fit for youi present purpose , for he is and hath been both 
dumb and deaf from the very remotest Infancy of his Child 
hood 


CHAPTER XX 

How Goalsnose signs maketh answer to Panurge 

Goatsnose being sent for came the day thereafter to Panta 
giuel s Court , at his arrival to which Panurge gave hinj. a fat 
Calf the half of a Hog, two Punchions of Wine, one Load of 
Corn, and thirty Franks of small Money Then having brought 
him before Pantagruel in presence of the Gentlemen of the_^ 
Bedchamber he made this sign unto him He yawned a long 
time and in yavming made without his Mouth with the thumb 
of his right Hand the figure of the Greek Letter Tau by frequent 
Reiterations Aftei wards he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven 
wards, then turned them in his Head like a Shee goat in the 
painful fit of an absolute Birth in doing whereof he did cough 
and sigh exceeding heavilv This done, after that he had made 
demonstration of the want of his Codpiece, he from under his 
shirt took his Placket racket in a full giipe, making it there ^ 
withal clack very melodiously betwixt his Thighs Then no 
sooner had he with his Body stooped a little forwards, and 
bowed his left Knee, but that immediately thereupon holding 
both his Arms on his Bieast in a loose famtlike Posture, the one 
over the other, he paused a while 

Goatsnose looked wistly upon him, and having heedfully 
enough viewed him all over, he lifted up into the Air his left 
Hand, the whole fingers whereof he retained first ways closed 
together, except the Thumb and the Forefinger whose Nails he 
IP^tly ]oyn^ and coupled to one another I understand (quoth 
Pantagruel) what he meaneth by that sign It denotes 
Marriage, and withal the numbei thirty, according to the Pro 
fession of PythagOiians, you will be married Thanks to you 
(quoth Panurge) m turning himself towards iSoatsnose, my 
little Sewer, pretty Mastersmate, dainty Baily, cunous Ser 
geant Marshal, and jolly Cat^ipole leader Then did he lift 
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higher up than befoie his said left HanS, stretching out al> tb 
five Fingers thereof, and seveimg them as wide from, 
another as he possibly could get done Here (saj s Pantaen? 
doth he moie amply and fully insinuate unto us, by the Tot ^ 
which he sheweth forth of the Quinary number, that \ou shall 
be married Yea, that you sha4 not only be affianced’' b * 
trothed, wedded, and married, but that you shall furthermo^ 
cohabit, and live jollily and meirily with jour Wifg 
Pythagoras called five the Nuptial Number, which toeeth^^ 
with Marriage, signifieth the Consummation of Matnmon^^ 
because it is composed of a ternary, the fust of the odd and 
binary the fiist of the even Numbeis, a^ of a Male and Fem 1 
knit and united together In very deed it was the fashion of old 
m the City of Rome at Marriage Festivals to light five w 
Tapers nor was it permitted to kindle any more at the magnifick 
Nuptials of the most Potent and Wealthy, nor jet any* fewer 
at the penurious Weddings of the Pooiest and most Ablest 
-—of the World Moreover m times past, the Heathen or Paynirns 
implored the Assistance of five Deities, or of one helpful fat 
least) in five several good Offices to those that were to be 
man led Of this sort weie the Nuptial J8ve, Juno President 
of the Feast, the fair Venus, Pitho the Goddess of Eloquence 
and Perswasion and Diana, whose aid and succour was required 
to the labour of Child bearing Then shouted Panuige O 
the gentile Goatsnose, I will give him a Farm near Gnais, and a 
Wind mill hard by Mirebalais Hereupon the dumb Fellow 
? sneezeth with an impetuous vehemency, and huge concussion 
of the Spirits of the whole Body withdrawing himself )n so 
doing wim a jertmg turn towards the left Hand By the Bodv 
of a Fox new slain (quoth Pantagruel) what is that ? This 
maketh nothing for your Advantage , »foi he betokeneth therebv 
that your mamage will be inauspicious and unfortunate 
This snezing (according to the Doctrine of Terpsion, is the 
Socratick Demon) if done towards the right side, it imports 
and portendeth, that boldly, and with all assurance, one mav 
go whither he will, and do what he hstetli, according to what 
deliberation he shall be pleased to have therepjpon taken 
his entries m the beginning, progress m his proceedings, and 
success m the events and issues will be all lucky, good* and 
happy The quite contrary thereto is thereby implied* and 
presaged, if it be done towaids the left You (quoth, Panurgei 
do take always the matter at the worst, and continually fike 
another Davus, casteth m new Disturbances and Obstructions 
2 c 4 or ’ 
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ryjr^ever yet did I knOw this old paultry Terpsion worthy of 
citation, but in points only of Cosenage and Imposture Never 
theless (quoth Pantagruel) Cicero hath written I know not what 
to the same purpose in his Second Book of Divination 

Panurge then turning himself to Goatsnose made this sign 
unto him He inverted his^ Eye lids upwaids wnnched his 
Taws from the right to the le'ft sidt and drew foith his Tongue 
half out of his Mouth this done he posited his left Hand 
wholly open (the mid finger wholly excepted which was 
perpendicularly placed upon the Palm thereof) and set it ]ust 
in the room where ins Codpiece had been Then did he keep 
his right Hand altogethjgr shut up in a fist save onlv the Thumb 
which he straight turned backwards directly under the right 
Arm pit and setled it afterwards on that most eminent part 
of the Buttocks which the Arabs call the Alkatim Suddenly 
thereafter he made this interchange he held his right Hand after 
the manner of the left, and posited it on the place wherein his 
Codpiece sometime was and retaining his left Hand in th^ 
form and fashion of the right, he placed it upon his Alkatim 
This altering of Hands did he reiterate nine several times , at 
the last whereof he^ reseated his Eyelids into their own first 
natural Position Then doing the like also with his Jaws and 
Tongue, he did cast a squinting look upon Goatsnose, diddering 
and shivering his Chaps, as Apes use to do now a days and 
Rabbets, whilst almost starved with Hunger, they are eating 
Oats in the Sheaf 

Then was it that Goatsnose lifting up into the Air his right 
Hand wholly open and displayed, put the Thumb theieof, even 
close unto its first Articulation, between the two thud Joints 
of the middle and ring Fingers pressing about the said Tliumb 
theieof very hard with them both, and whilst the remainent 
Joints were contracted and shrunk in towards the Wiist, he 
stretched foith with as much straitness as hS could, the foie 
and little Fingers That Hand thus framed and disposed of, 
he laid and posited upon Panurge s Navel, moving withal 
continually the aforesaid Thumb, and bearing up, supporting, 
or under propping that Hand upon the above specified and 
fore and Iit'tle Fingers, as upon two Legs Thereafter did he 
make m this posture his Hand by little and little, and by degrees 
and pauses, successively to mount from athwart the Belly to 
the Stomach, from whence he made it to ascend to the Breast, 
even upwards to Panurge’s Neck, still gaming ground, till 
having reached his Chin he ha^i put within the concave of his 
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Mouth his afore mentioned Thumb TAen fiercely brandis\u}g 
the whole Hand, which he made to rub and grate againft his 
Nose, he heaved it luithex up, and made the fashion, as if with 
the Thumb thereof he would have put out his Eyes With this 
Panurge grew a little angry, and went about to withdraw, and 
rid himself from th’e ruggedly yntoward dumb Devil ’ But 
Goatsnose in the mean timd prosecuting the intended purpose 
of his Prognosticatory Response, touched very rudely with the 
above mentioned shaking Thumb, now his Eyes, then his Fore 
head, and after that, the bhrdeis and corpeis of his Cap At 
last Panurge cried out, saymg. Before God, Master Fool, if 
you do not let me alone, or Idrat you ^vill presume to \ ex me 
any more, j ou shall receive from tire best hand I have a Mask 
wherewith to coa er yotir rascally scoundied Face, your paultxy 
shitten Varlet Then said Fryar Jhon, He is Deaf, and doth 
not understand what thou sajcst unto him Bulliballock, 
make sign to him of a hail of Fisticuffs upon the Muzzle 
— What the Devil (quoth Panurge) means this busie restless 
Fellow ’ What is it that this Polypiagmonetick Aideloine 
to aU the Fiends of Hell doth aim at ? He hath almost thrust 
out mme Eyes, as if he had been to potch, Orem in a Skillet with 
Butter and Eggs, by G — da Jtirandi, I will feast you with 
flirts and raps on the Snout, interlarded with a double row of 
bobs and finger filipings ’ Then did he leave him in givuig 
him by way of Salvo a Volley of Farts for his Farewel Goats 
nose perceiving Panuige thus to slip away from him, got before 
^ him, and by meer strength enfoiemg him to stand, made this 
sign unto hun He let fall his right Arm towards his knee on 
the same side as low as he could, and raising all the fingers of 
that Hand mto a close fist, past his dexterer Thumb betwixt the 
foremost and mid fingers thereto belonging Then scrubbing 
and swmdgmg ashttle with his left Hand almost, and upon the 
uppermost ui the very bought of the Elbow of the said dexter 
Axm, the whole Cubit thereof by leisure fair, and softly at 
these thumpatory warnmgs, did raise and elevate it self even 
to the Elbow, and above it, on a sudden did he then let it fall 
down as low as* before And after that, at certam n^teivals and 
such spaces of tune, raising and abasing it, he made a shew 
thereof to Panurge This so incensed Panurge, that he forth 
with hfted his Hand to have strucken him the dumb Royster, 
and given hun -a sound whinet on the Ear, but that the respect 
and reverence which he carried to the Presence of Pantagruel 
restrained his Choler, and kept* his Fury within bounds and* 
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limits Then said Paiffcagruel, If the bare signs now vex and 
troupe you, how much more grie\ ously will you be perplexed 
and disquieted with the real things, which by them are re 
presented and signified ? All Tmths agiee, and aie consonant 
with^one anothei , this dumb Fellow Piophesieth and Fore 
telletu that you will be marripd cuckolded, beaten and robbed 
As for the mairiage (quoth PaiTurge) I yield thereto, and 
acknowledge the verity of that pomt of his Prediction , as foi 
the rest I utterly abjure and deny it and believe, Sir, I 
beseech you, if it may please you So to do, that in the matter 
of Wives and Horses, never any Man was predestinated to a 
better Fortune than I ^ 



CHAPTER XXI 

now Panurge consUlteth with an old French Poet, 
named Raminagrohis , 

I NEVER thought (said Pantagruel) to have encountied with 
any Man so headstrong in his Appiehensions, or in his Opinions 
so Wilful, as I have found you to be, and see you are Never 
theless, the fetter to clear and extricate youi Ddubts, let us try 
all courses and leave no stone unturn’d, nor wind unsailed by 
Take good heed to what I am to say unto j ou The Swans, 
which are Fowls consecrated to Apollo, never chant but in the 
hour of their approaching Death, especially m the Meander 
Flood, which IS a River that runneth along some of the Tern- 
Tones of Phrygia This I say, ■^because Elianus and Alexander 
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Wyiidius write, that they had seen Jeveral Swans in 6 filler 
Places die, but never heard any of them sing or chant jjefoie 
their Death However, it passeth for current, that the 
imminent Death of a Swan is piesaged by his foregoing Song 
and that no Swan dieth until preallably he have sung 

After the same manner Poets who are under the PiotSction 
of Apollo, when they are drawing near then latter end, do 
oidmanly become Prophets, and by the inspiiation of that God * 
sing sweetly, in ^atlcmatlng things which are to come It 
hath been likewise told me'fiequently, That old decrepit Men 
upon the Brinks of Chaion’s Banks, do usher then Disease with 
a Disclosure, all at ease (to those tlrgit aie desirous of such 
Informations) of the determinate and assured truth of futme 
Accidents and Contingencies I remember also, that Aristo 
phancis, in a certain Comedy of his, calleth Folks Sibyls, 

0 y^piov (7i/3vA.Xig,, for as when being upon a Peer by the Shore 
we see afar off Manners, Seafaring Men, and other Trarelleis 
alongst the curled Waves of Azure Thetis, within their Ships, 
we then consider them in silence only, and seldom proceed 
any further than to wish them a happy and prosperous Arrival 
But when they do approach near to the Ha^-en, and come to wet 
their Keels within their Harbour, then Iboth with Words and 
Gestures we salute them, and heartily congratulate their 
Access safe to the Port wherein we are our selves Just so the 
Angels Heroes and good Dsemons (according to the Doctim of 
Platomcks) when they see Mortals drawing near unto the 
Harbour of the Grave, as the most sure and calmest Poit of 
any, fuU of Repose, Ease, Rest, Tranqurhty free from the 
Troubles and Sollicitudes of this tumultuous and tempestuous 
World , then is it that they with alacrity hale and salute them, 
cherish and comfort them, and speaktng to them lovingly, begin 
even then to bless them with Illuminations, and to communicate 
unto them the ^strusest Mysteries of Divination I will not 
offer here to confound your Memory by quoting an tick Examples 
of Isaac, of Jacob, of Patroclus towards Hector, of Hector 
towards Achilles, of Polymnester towards Agamemnon, of 
Hecuba, of the Phodian renowned by Possidonm^^ of Calanus 
the Indian towards Alexander the Great, of Diodes towards 
Mezentius, and of many others , it shall suffice for the present, 
that I commemorate unto you the learned and valiant Knight 
and Cavalier William of Ballay, late Lord of Langey, who died 
on the HiU of Tarara, the 10th of January, m the Chmacterick 
Year of his Age, and of om Supputation 1648, according to th^ 
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Roirfan Account Theolast three or four Hours of His life he 
dfd employ m the seiious utterance of a very pithy Discouise, 
whilst with a clear Judgment and Spirit void of all Trouble, 
he did foretel several important Things, whereof a great deal is 
come to pass, and the rest we wait for Howbeit, his Prophecies 
did at that time seem unto us somewhat ^trange, absuid, and 
unlikely , because there did' not*' then appear any sign of 
Efficacy enough to engage our Faith to the Belief of what he 
did prognosticate 

We have here near to the Town of ViUomer, a Man that is 
both Old and a Poet, to wit, Raminagrobis, who to his second 
Wife espoused my Lady Bioadsow on whom he begot the fair 
Basoche , it hath been told me, he is a dying, and so near imto 
his latter end, that he is almost upon Ahe very last moment, 

E omt, and article thereof , repair thither as fast as you cap, and 
e ready to give an attentive ear to what he shall chant unto 
you it may be that you shall obtain from him what you desire, 
and that Apollo will be pleased, by his means, to clear jmui. 
Scruples I am content (quoth Panurge) let us go thither 
Epistemon and that botlf mstantly and m all haste, lest other 
ways his Death prevent our commg Wilt thou come along 
with us, Fivar Jhon ? Yes, that I will, (quoth Fryar Jhon) 
right heartily to do thee a Courtesy, my Billy ballocks for 
I love thee with the best of my Milt and Liver Thereupon, 
incontinently, without any further Imgring to the Way, they 
all three went, and quicldy thereafter (for they made good 
speed) arriving at the Poetical Habitation, they found the 
jolly Old Man, albert m the Agony of his Departure from tins 
World, lookiim chear fully, with an open Countenance, splendid 
Aspect, and Behaviour full of Alaciity After that Panurge 
had very civilly saluted him, he in a free Gift did present him 
with a Gold Ring which he even then put upon the Medical 
Finger of his Left Hand, in the Collet or Bezle whereof was 
inchased an Oriental Saphir, very fair and large Then, in 
imitation of Socrates, did he make an Oblation unto him of a 
fair White Cock which was no sooner set upon the Tester of 
his Bed, than that with a high raised Head and Crest, lustily 
shaking his leather Coat, he crowed Stentoiiphonically loud 
This done Panurge very courteously required of him, that he 
would vouchsafe to favour him with the Grant and Ileport of 
his Sense and Judgment, touching the future Destmy of his 
mtended Marriage For answer hereto, when the honest Old 
Man had forthwith commandifd Pen, Paper and Ink to be 
406 



OLD DECREPIT 


KN UPON T^E BRINKS OF CHAPON 


407 


THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

brought unto him, and that he was at the same Call con 
vfifiiently served with all the three he wrote these following 
verses^ 

Take, or not take her, 

0£E, or on 

r Handy dandy is your Lot 

When her Nameyou wpte, youTilot, 

’Tis undone, when all is done, 

' Ended e re it was begun 

Hardly Gallop, if you Trot, 

Set nqt forward when you run. 

Nor be single, tho alone, 

Takej^or not takp her. 

Before you Eat, begin to Fasf , 

For what shall be, was never past 
Say, unsay, gainsay, save your Breath , 

Then wish at once her Life and Death 
Take, or not take her 


These Lines he ga-ge out of his own Hands unto them, saying 
unto them, Go, my Lads, m Peace, the Great God of the highest 
Heavens be your Guardian and Preserver , and do not offer 
any more to trouble or disquiet me with this or any othei 
Business whatsoever I have this same very day (whidi is the 
last both of May and of me) with a great deal of labour, toil 
and difficulty, chased out of mj House a rabble of filthy, un- 
clean, and plaguily pestilentious Rake hells black Beasts, 
dusk, dun white, ash colour’d, speckled and a foul Vermin 
of other hues, whose obtiusive impoitunity would not permit 
me to die at mine own ea^e for by fraudulent and deceitful 
pricklmgs ravenous, Harpy like graspings, waspish stmgmgs 
and such like unwelcom Approaches forged ns the Shop of I 
know not what kind of Insatiabilities they went about to 
Withdraw and call me out of those sweet Thoughts, wherein 
I Was already beginning to lepose my self, and acquiesce in 
the Contemplation and Vision , yea, almost in tjie very touch 
and taste ofothe Happiness and Felicity which the good God 
hath prepared for his faithful Saints and Elect in the other 
Life, and State of Immortality Turn out of their Courses, 
and eschew them step forth of their ways, and do not resemble 
^ them mean while, let me be no more troubled by you, but 
leave me now in silence, I beseech you 
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CHAPTER XXII 

Row Panurge Patroanaies and Defendeth the Order 
of the Begging Fryars 

Panukge, at his issuing forth of Raihmagrobis’s Chamber, said 
as if he had been horribly affiighted, Bj»the Virtue of God, I 
believe that he is an Heretick, the Devd take me, if I do not , 
he doth so villanously rail at the Mendicant Fryam, and 
Jacobins, who aie the two Hemispheres of the Lhustian 
Woild , by whose Gyronomonick Circumbilvaginations, as by 
two Cehvagous Filopendulums, all the Autonomatick Meta 
giobolism of the Romish Church, when tottering and enmlus 
tricated with the Gibble gabble Gibbrish of this odious Eiror 
and Heiesy, is homocentrically poised But what harm, in the 
Devil’s Name, have these poor Devils the Capuems and Minims 
done unto him ? Are not these beggarly Devils sufficiently 
wi etched already ’ Who can imagine that these pooi Snakes, 
the very Extracts of Ichthyophagy, are not througWy enough 
besmoaked and besmeared with Misery, Distress and Calamity ? 
Dost thou think, Fryar Jhon, by thy Faith, that he is in the 
State of Salvation ? He goelh before G^, as surely damn d 
to Thirty thousand Baskets full of Devils, as a Pruning Bill 
to the lopping of a Vine Branch * 

To revile with opprobrious Speeches the good and comagious 
Props and Pillars of the Church, is that to be called a Poetical 
Fury ? I cannot rest satisfied with him, he sinneth grosly, 
and blasphemeth against the true Religion I am very much - 
offended his scandalizing Wprds, and contumelious Obloquy 
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I do fiot care a straw (qyoth Fryar Jhon) foi what he hath said , 
foa' altho’ everybody should twit and jeik them, it were but a 
]ust Retaliation, seeing all Persons are served by them with 
the like Sauce therefoie do I pretend no interest therem 
Let us see nevertheless what he hath written Panurge very 
attentively read the Paper which the Old Man had perm’d, then 
said to his two FeUow Travellers, ^e poor Drinker doateth 
Howsoever I excuse him , for that I believe he is now drawing 
near to the end, and final closuie of his Life Let us go make 
his Epitaph 

By the Answer which he hath given us, I am not, I protest, 
one ]ot wiser than I Was Hearken here, Epistemon, my little 
BuUy dost thou not hold him to Be very resolute m his Respon 
sory Verdicts ? He is a witty, <^uick and subtle Sophister I 
will lay an even Wager, that he is a miscreant Apostate By 
the Belly of a stalled Oxe, how careful he is not to be mistaken 
m his Words 

He answer’d but by Disjunctives, therefore can it not be true 
which he saith , for the verity of such like Propositions is 
inherent only m one of <ts two Members O the cozemng 
Pratler that he is I L wonder if Santiago of Bressure be one of 
these cogging Shuks ‘Such Was of old (quoth Epistemon) the 
Custom of the grand Vaticinator and Prophet Teresias, who 
used always (by way of a Preface) to say openly and plainly, 
at the begmnmg of his Divmations and Predictions, that what 
he was to tell, would either come to pass or not And such 
IS truly the Style of all prudently presaging Prognosticators 
He Was, nevertiieless, (quoth Panurge) so unfortunately mis 
adventrous m the Lot of his own Destiny, that Juno thrust out 
both his Eyes 

Yes (answer’d Epistemon) and that meerly out of a spight 
and spleen, for having pionounced his Award more veritably 
than she, upon the Question which was merrily proposed by 
Jupiter But (quoth Panurge) what Arch Devil is it that hath 
possess’d this Master Raminagrobis, that so unreasonably, 
and without any occasion, he diould have so snappishly and 
bitterly mveighed agamst these poor honest Fathers, Jacobins, 
Minors, and Minims ? It vexeth, me grievously, I assure you , 
nor am I able to conceal my Indignation He hath transgressed 
most enormously , his Soul goeth mfallibly to thirty thousand 
Panniers full of Devils 

, I understand you not (quoth Epistemon) and it disliketh 
rue very much, that jou shou(fi so absurdly and perversely 
410 



THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

interpret that of the Fryar Mendicants, which by the harijiless 
Poet Was spoken of black Beasts, dun, Snd other soits of oth^r 
coloured Animals He is not, in my opinion, guilty of s^ich a 
sophistical and fantastick Allegory, as by that Phrase of his, 
to have meant the Begging Brothers he in downright terms 
speaketh absolutely and properly of Fleas, Punies, !]p!and 
worms Flyes, Gnafe, and^ other such like scurvy Vermin, 
wheieof some are black, some dun, some ash coloured, some 
tawny and some blown and dusky, all noisom, molesting, i 
tyrannous, cumbersom anij unpleasmg Creatures, not only to 
sick and diseased Folks, but to those also* who are of a sound, 
vigorous, and healthful Temper ament and Constitution It is 
not unlike, that he may have*the Ascarids, and the Lumbricks 
and Worms within thq Intrails of his Body Possibly doth he 
suffer (as is frequent and usual amongst the jEgyptians, 
together with all those who inhabit the Erythraean Confines, 
and dwell along the Shores and Coasts of the Red Sea) some 
sour prickings and smart stingmgs m his Arms and Legs of 
those little speckled Dragons, which the Arabians call Meden 
You are to blame foi offering to expound his ords otherways, 
and wrong the ingenuous Poet, and oij,tragiously abuse and 
miscall the said Fraters, by an imputation of baseness un 
deservedly laid to their charge We still should in such like 
Discourses of fatiloquent Soothsayers, interpret all thmgs to 
the best Will > ou teach me (quoth Panurge) how to discern 
Flyes among Milk, or shew youi Father the Way how to beget 
Children ? He is by the Virtue of God, an arrant Heretiek, 
a resolute formal Heietick , I say, a looted combustible Here 
tick, one as fit to bum as the little wooden Clock at Rochel 
His Soul goeth to thirty thousand Carts full of Devils Would 
you know whither ? Cocksbody, piy Friend, streight under 
Proserpina’s Close stool, to the very middle of the self same 
infernal Pan wjthin which she, by an excrementitious evacua 
tion, voideth the fecal stuff of her stinkmg Clysters, and that 
]ust upon the left side of the great Cauldron of three fathom 
height, hard by the Claws and Talons of Lucifer, in the very 
darkest of t]ie Passage which leadeth towaids the Black 
Chamber of Demigorgon Oh, the Villain 1 • 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

How Panurge maleth the motion of a Return to Raminagrohis 

Let us return (quoth Panur^e) not ceasing, to the uttermost 
of our Abilities, to ply him with wholsom Admonitions, for the 
furtherance of his Salvation Let us go back, for God’s sake , 
let us go, in the Name of God it will be a very meritorious 
Work, and of great Cliarity m us to deal so m the matter, and 
provide so well for him, that albeit he come to lose both jBody 
and Life, he may at least escape the risk and danger of the 
eternal Damnation of his Soul We will, by our holy Perswa- 
sions bung him to a sense and feelmg of his Escapes, induce 
him to aclmowledge his Faults, move him to a coidial Repent 
ance of his Errors and stir up in him such a sincere Contntion 
of Heart for his Offences, as will prompt him with aU earnest 
ness to cry Mercy, and to beg Pardon at the Hands of the good 
Fathers, as well of the absent, as of such as aie present 
Whereupon we will take Instrument foimally and authentically 
extended to the end he be not, after his Dece(&,se declared an 
Heretick, and condemned, as were the Hobgoblins of the 
Provost’s Wife of Orleans, to the undergomg of such Punish 
ments Pams and Tortuies as are due to and inflicted on those 
that mhabit the horiid Cells of the infernal Regions , and withal 
enclme instigate and perswade him to bequeath and leave m 
Legacy (by way of am Amends and Satisfaction for the Outrage 
and In]ury done) to those good Religious Fathers, thioughout 
all the Convents, Cloisters and Monasteries of this Provmce, 
- many Biibes a great deal of Mass smgmg, store of Obits, and 
that sempiternally, on the Anniversary Day of his Decease, 
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every one of them all Ee furmshed with a quintuple Allowance 
and Jhat the great Boiiacho, leplemsh’d with the best Liquor, 
trudge apace along the Tables, as well of the young Duclding, 
Monkitos, Lay Biothers, and lowermost degree of the Abbey- 
Lubbaids, as of the learned Priests, and reverend Clerks The 
very meanest of the Novices, and Mitiantaunto the Order, bemg 
equally admitted to the benefit of fiiose Funerary and Obsequid 
Festivals, with the aged Rectors, and professed Fathers , this 
IS the surest ordinary means, whereby from God he may obtain 
forgiveness ® 

Ho, ho, I am quite mistaken, I digress from the purpose, and 
fly out of my Discourse, as if my Spirits were a wool gathering 
The Devil take me, if I go thither Vertue, God, the Chamber 
IS already full of Devils O what rf swindgmg, thwackmg 
Noise IS now amongst them ' O the terrible Coyl that they 
keep ! Hearken, do you not hear the nistlmg thumpmg bustle 
of their Stroaks and Blows as they scuffle with one another 
like true Devils indeed, who shall gulp up the Rammagrobis 
Soul, and be the first Bnjiger of it, whilst it is hot, to Monsieur 
Lucifer Beware, and get you hence For my part, I will not 
go thither the DeVi^ roast me if I go Who knows but that 
these hundred mad Devils may m the hast of their rage and 
fury of their Impatience, take a qmd for a quo, and mstead 
of Rammagrobis snatch up poor Panurge frank and free ? 
Though formerly, when I rvas deep m Debt, they always failed 
Get you hence I will not go thither Before God, the very 
bare apprehension thereof is like to kill me To be m the 
place where there are greedy, famished, and hunger starved 
Devils , amongst factious Devils Amidst trading and traf 
ficking Devils 0 the Lord preserve me 1 Get you hence, I 
dare pawn my Credit on it, that no Jacobin, Cordelier, Carmel 
Capucin, Theatm, or Mmim, will bestow any personal Presence 
at his Interment The wiser they, because he hath ordained 
nothing for them m his latter Will and Testament 

The Devrl take me, if I go thither if he be damned, to his 
own loss and hindrance be it What the Duce moved him to 
be so snapj^h and depravedly bent against the good Fatlrers 
of the true Religion ’ Why did he cast them off, reject them, 
and drive them quite out of his Chamber, even in that very 
mck of time when he stood in ^eatest need of the aid, suffrage, 
and assistance of their devout Prayeis and holyAdmomtions ? 
Why did not he by Testament leave them, at least, some jolly 
Xumps and Canties of subsMntial Meat, a parcel of Cheek- 
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puffing Victuals, and a little Belly Tin*bcr, and Pio\isio« for 
die Guts of these poor I oiks, who ha^e nothing but Ihcir Lrft 
m this World * 

Let him go thither, who will , the Devil take nic, if 1 go 
for if I should the Devil v\ould not fail to snatch me up 
Cancro Ho, thePoul Get jou hence Fryar Jlion , ail* thou 
content that Ihirty thousand \Wiincloid of Devils should get 
away with thee at this same veiy instant ? If thou bo, at mj ^ 
Request, do tliese Tliree things hirst, Cive me thy Purse, 
for besides, that thy Money is marked witli Crosses, and the 
Cross IS an Enemy to Charms, the same'may bcfrll to thee, 
which not long ago happened to Jlion Dodm, Collector of the 
Excise of Coudray, at the F^ord of vede, when the Soldiers 
broke the Planks Thus money’d Fellow meeting at the very 
blink of the Bank of the Ford, with I'lj^ar Adam Crankcod, a 
Franciscan Obseivantin of Mircbeau, promised him a new 
Frock, provided that in the transporting of him over tire 
Water, he would bear him upon his Neck and Shouldeis, after 
the manner of carrying dead Goats for he was a lustj , strong 
limb d, sturdy Rogue • 

The Condition being agreed upon, Frmr Crankcod trusseth 
himself up to his very Ballock, and layetlr upon his Back like 
a fair little Saint Christopher, the load of the said Supplicant 
Dodin, and so carry’d him gayly and with a good V ill , as 
^neas bore his Father Aiichises through the Conflagration of 
Troy, singing m the mean while a prety Avemans SisUa 
When they were in the very deepest place of all the Foord, 
a little above the Master wheel of the Water-Mill, he asked if 
he had any Com about him Yes, (guoth Dodm) a wlrole Bag 
full , and that he needed not to mistrust his Ability m the 
performance of the Promise, which Ire had made unto him con 
ceinmg a new Fiock How 1 (quoth Friar Crankcod) thou 
knowest well enough, that by the express Rules, Canons and 
Injunctions of our Order, we are forbidden to carry on us any 
kind of Money Thou ait truly unhappy, for hiving made me 
m this point to commit a heinous Trespass Wiry didst thou 
not leave thy Purse with the Miller ? Without fail thou shalt 
presently receive thy Rewaid ^oi it, and if ever hereafter I 
may but lay hold upon thee within the Limits of our Chancel 
at Mirebeau, thou shalt have the M%seterc even to the Vitulos 
With this suddenly discharging himself of his Burthen, he 
throws me down your Dodm headlong 

Take example by this Dodan, my dear Friend Friar Jho». 
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to tke end that the Dof^ils may the better carry thee away ai 
tlJme own ease Give me thy Puise Carry no maimer of 
Cross^upon thee Theiem heth an evident and manifestly 
apparent Danger For if you have any Silver corned with a 
Cross upon it, they will cast thee down headlong upon some 
Rocks , as the Eagles use to do with the Tprtoises for the break- 
ing of their Shells, as the bald Pate of the Poet Eschilus can 
^sufficiently bear witness Such a Fall would hurt thee very 
’*'sore my Sweet Bully, and I would be very sorry for it , or 
otherways they will let thee fall, and tumble down into the high 
swollen Waves of sohie capacious Sea, I know not where , but 
I warrant thee fai enough hence, (as Icarus fell) which fiom 
thy Name would afterwards get the Denomination of the 
Funnelian Sea 

Secondly, Out of Debt Foi the Devils carry a great liking 
to those that are out of Debt I have sore felt the experience 
thereof m mine own Particular , for now the lecherous Varlets 
are always wooing me, courtmg me and making much of me 
which they never did when I was all to pieces The Soul of 
one m Deffi is insipid, drjf) and heretical altogether 

Thirdly, With thie Cowl and Dommo de Grobis, return 
to Rammagrobis , anS m case, bemg thus qualify’d, Thirty 
Thousand Boats full of Devils forthwith come not to cany thee 

S uite away, I shall be content to be at the charge of paymg for 
re Pinte and Fagot Now if for the more Seoul ity thou 
wouldst have some associate to beai thee Company, let not me 
be the Comrade thou searchest for, think not to get a Fellow 
Traveller of me , nay, do not, I advise thee for the best Get 
you hence , I will not go thither , the Devil take me if I go 
Notwithstanding all the ^'right that you are in, (quoth Fiiar 
Jhon) I would not caie so much as might possibly be expected 
I should, if I once had but my Sword in my Hand Thou hast 
verily hit the Nail on the Head (quoth Panurge) and speakest like 
a Learned Doctor, subtile, and well skilled in the Art of Devilry 
At the time when I was a Student m the Umversity of 
Tolouse, that same Reverend Father m the Devil, Picarris, 
Rector of the Diabological Faculty was wont to tell us, that 
the Devils £d naturally fear the bright glancmg of Swoids, 
as much as the Splendour and Light of the Sun In confirma- 
tion of the Veiity whereof he related this Story, That Hercules 
at his Descent mto Hell to all the Devils of those Regions, 
did not by half so much terrifie them With his Club and Lion’s 
Sion, as afterwards jEneas did«with his clear shining Aimour 

, ^ 416 



THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

upon him, and his Sword m his Hand well furbished and^un 
rusted, by the Aid, Counsel, and Assistance of the Sibyll^ 
Cumana That was peihaps the reason why the Senior dhon 
Jacomo di Tnvuleio whilst he was a dying at Chartres, called 
for his cutlass and died with a Diawii Sword m his Hand, 
laying about him alongst and athwart around the Bed, and 
every where within his reaclj, hlv!! a stout, doughty, valoious 
and Knight like Cavalier By which resolute manner of Fence 
he scared away and put to flight all the Devils that were then 
Ling in wait foi his Soul at^the passage of his Death When 
the Slassorets and Cabahsts are asked. Why it is that none of all 
the Devils do at any time enter into the Terestnal Paradise ? 
Their answer hath been, is, and will be still, That there is a 
Cherubin standing at the Gate thereof with a Flame Idee 
glistering Sword in his Hand Although to speak in the true 
Diabological Sense or Phrase of Toledo, I must needs confess 
and acknowledge, that veritably the Devils cannot be killed, 
01 die by the stioke of a Swoid I do never^eless avow and 
maintain, according to the Doctrine of the said Diabology, 
that they may suffer a Solution of Continuity , (as if with Uiy 
Shable thou shouldst cut athwart the Flange of a burning Fire, 
or the gross opacous Exhalations of a thick and obscure Smoak) 
and cry out, like very Devils, at their Sense and Feeling of this 
Dissolution, which in real deed I must averr and affirm is 
devilishly painful smarting and doloious 

When thou seest the impetuous Shock of two Armies, and 
vehement Violence of the Push m their horiid Encounter with 
one anotlier , dost thou think, Balockasso, that so horrible 
a noise as is heard theie proceedeth from the Voice and Shouts 
of Men ? The dashing and joulting of Harnish ? The clatter 
mg and clashing of Armies ? The,hackmg and slashmg of 
Battle Axes ? The ]ustling and crashing of Pikes ? The 
bustling and breaking of Lances ? The clamour and Shrieks 
of the Wounded ? The sound and dm of Drums t The 
Clangour and Shnlness of Trumpets ? The neighmg and 
rushing m of Horses ? With the fearful Claps and thundering 
of all sorts of (^ns, from the Double Canon to the Pocket Pistol 
inclusively ? I cannot. Goodly, deny, but that in i?iese various 
things which I have rehearsed, there may be somewhat 
occasionative of the huge Yell and Tmtamarre of the two 
engaged Bodies 

But the most fearful and tumultuous Cod and Stir, the 
terriblest and most boisterous Qarboil and Hurry, the chiefest; 
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rustjmg Black Sanctus of all, and most prmcipal Hurly Burly 
spnngeth from the gifevously plangorous howling and lowing 
of Dpvils, who Pell mell in a hand over head Confusion, wait- 
mg for the poor Souls of the maimed and hurt Soldiery, receive 
unawares some Stroalcs with Swords and so by those means 
suffepng a Solution of, and Division in the Continuity of their 
Aerial and Invisible Substanees As if some Lackey, snatchmg 
at the Lardslices, stuck m a piece of Roast meat on the Spit, 
should get from Mr Greazyfist a good rap on the Knuckles with 
a Cudgel, they cry out and shout like Devils Even as Mars 
did, when he was hurt by Diomedes at the Siege of Tioy, who 
(as Homer testifieth of him) did then raise his voice more 
hoiTifically loud, and sonoriferously high, than ten thousand 
Men together would have been able to do What maketh all 
this for our present purpose ? I have* been speaking here of 
well furbished Armour and bright shining Swords But so is 
It not (Friar Jhon) with thy Weapon , for by a long discon 
tinuance of Woik, cessation from L^our desisting from making 
it officiate, and putting it into that practice wherein it had been 
formerly accustomed , and in a word, for want of Occupation, 
It IS, upon my Fait^ become more rusty than the Key hole 
of an old PouderingTub Therefore it is expedient that you 
do one of these two, either furbish your Weapon bravely, and 
as It ought to be, or otherwise have a care that in the rusty 
case It IS m, you do not presume to return to the House of 
Rammagrobis For my part, I vow I will not go thither, the 
Devil take me if I go 



CHAPTER XXIV 

Eoxa Panurge consulieth mth Eptslemon 

HA\aNa left the Town of Villomere, as they weie upon their 
return towards Pantagmel, Pahurge in addressmg his Discourse^ 
to Epistemon, spoke thus My most ancient Friend and Gossip, 
thou seest the perplexity of my Thoughts- and knowest many 
Remedies for the Removal thereof , art thou not able to help 
and succour me ? Epistemcm thereupon takmg the Speech 
in hand, lepresented ijnto Panurge, how the open Voice and 
common Fame of the whole Counlyy did run ujon no othei 
Discourse, but the dexision and mockery of his new Disguise , 
wherefore his Counsel unto him was that he would in the first 
place be pleased to make use of a little Hellebore for the purging 
of his Brain of that peccant humour, which thro’ that extrava- 
gant and fantastick Mummery of his?had furnished the People 
with a too ]ust occasion of flouting an4 gibing, jeering and 
scoffing him , and that next he would resume his ordinary 
Fashion of Accoutiement, and go apparelled as he was wont 
to do I am (quoth Panurge) my dear Gossip Epistemon, of a 
mind and resolution to Mairy, but am afiaid of being a Cuckold, 
and to be unfortunate in my Wedlock For this cause have I 
made a Vow to young St Francis, (who at Plessiletours is much 
reverenced of all Women, earnestly cried unto by them, and 
with great Devotion , for he was the first Founder of the Con 
fraternity of good Men, whom they naturally covet, affect and 
long for) to Wear Spectacles in my Cap, and to carry no Cod 
piece in my Breeches, until the present Liquietude and Per 
turbation of my Spnits be fully setled 

Truly (quoth Epistemon) that js a pretty jolly Vow, of 
Thirteen to a Dozen It is a shame to you, and I wonder much 
at it, that you do not return unto your self, and recall your 
Senses from tjus their wild swarving, and straying abroad to 
that rest and stilness which becomes a vertuouPMan This 
whimsical Conaeit of yours brills me to the remembrance of a 
solemn Promise made by the Shaghaired Argives, who having 
in their Contioversy against the Lacedasmonians for the Terri 
tory of Tyree lost the Battle, which they hoped -should have . 
decided it for their Advantage^ vowed to carry never any hay; 
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on tj^eir Heads, till preallably they had reco\ ered the loss ol 
bc^th their Honour and Lands As likewise to the memory of the 
Vow of a pleasant Spaniard called Michel Dons, who vowed 
to carry in his Hat a piece of the Shm of his Leg, till he should 
be revenged of him who had struek it off Yet do not I Icnow 
whicKof these two deseiveth most to wear a Green and Yellow 
Hood with a Hares Ears tied to eithet the aforesaid vain 
glorious Champion, or tliat Eugueriant, who having forgot 
'^’^he art and manner of writing Histones, set down by the 
Samosatian Philosopher, maketh a most tediously long Narra 
tive and Relation theieof For at the first reading of such a 
profuse Discourse, one would think it had been broached for 
the introducing of a Sftory of great importance and moment 
concerning the waging of some formida^e War, or the notable 
change and mutation of potent States and Kingdoms , but in 
conclusion, the world laugheth at the capricious Champion, 
at the Englishman who had affronted him, as also at their 
Sciibler Euguerrant, more driveling at the Mouth than a 
Mustard pot The Jest and Scorn thereof is not unlike to that 
of the Mountain of Horac<», which by the Poet was made to cry 
out and lament most,enormously as a Woman in the Pangs and 
Labour of Child-biith, at which deplorable and exorbitant 
Cries and Lamentations the whole Neighbourhood being 
assembled in expectation to see some marvellous monstrous 
Production, could at last perceive no other but the paultry 
ridiculous Mouse 

Your mousing (quoth Panurge) will not make me leave my 
musing why Folks should be so frumpishly disposed, seeing I 
am certainly perswaded that some flout, who merit to be 
fl.outed at yet as my Vow impoits so will I do It is now a 
long time since, by Jupiter Philos, we did swear Faith and 
Amity to one another Gn e me your Advice and tell me your 
Opinion fieely, should I many or no ? Truly (quoth Episte- 
mon) the case is hazardpus, and the dinger so eminently 
apparent, that I find my self too weak and insufficient to give 
j ou a punctual and peremptory resolution therein , and if ever 
It Was true, the Judgment is difficult in matters of the Medicinal 
Art, what wSs said by Hippocrates of Lango, it is certainly so 
m this case Tnze it is, that in*my Brain there are some rowimg 
Fancies, by means whereof somewhat may be pitched upon of a 
seemmg efficacy to the dismtangling y our mind of those dubious 
- Apprehensions wherewith it is perplexed , but they do not 
throughly satisfie me Some o^the Platomck Sect affirm, that 
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whosoevei is able to see his proper Gemus, may know his?* own 
Destiny I understand not their Doctrine , nor do I think tlfht 
you adheie to them there is a palpable Abuse I haVh seen 
the experience of it in a very curious Gentleman of the Country 
of Estrangowie This is one of the Pomts Tlieie is yet 
another not much better If there veie any Authority now 
in the Oracles of Jupiter* Ammon , of Apollo m Lebadia, 
Delphos, Delos, Cyrra Patara, Tegires, Preneste, Lyciaj^ 
Colophon, or in the Castahan Fountain , near Antioch m 
Syria , between the Branohidians , of Bacchus in Dodona , 
of Mercure m Phares near Parras, of ’Apis in Egypt, of 
Serapis in Canoire , of Faunys in Mejjalia, and Albunes near 
Tivoly , of Tiresias in Orchomeme , of Mosus m Silicia , of 
Orpheus in Lisbos , and of Trophonius m Lucadia I would 
in that case advise you, and possibly not, to go thither for their 
Judgment concerning the Design and Enterprize you have m 
hand But you know that they are all of them become as 
■dumb as so many Fishes, since the Advent of that Saviour 
King, Whose coming to this Woild hath made all Oiacles and 
Prophecies to cease , as the approach of the Suns radiant 
Beams eMelleth Goblins Bugbears, Hobthrushes Broams, 
Schriech Owl Mates, Nightwalking Spirits, and Tenebrions 
These now are gone , but although they weie as yet m con 
tinuance, and m the same Power, Rule and Request that 
formerly they were, yet would not I counsel you to be too 
credulous in putting any Trust m theu Responses Too 
many Folks have been deceived thereby It stands further 
more upon Record, how Agrippina did charge the fair Lollia 
with the Clime of having interrog5.ted the Oiacle of Apollo 
Clarms, to understand if she shomd be at any time married 
to the Emperor Claudius , for which Cause she was first 
banished, and thereafter put to a shameful and ignommious 
Death 

But (saith Panurge) let us do bdtter , the Ogygian Islands 
are not far distant from the Haven of Sammalo Let us, after 
that we shall have spoken to our Kmg, make a Voyage thither 
In one of these four Isles, to wit, that which ha^ its primest 
Aspect towards the Sun settmg, it is reported, (and I have 
read m good Antick and Authentick Authors) that there reside 
many Soothsayers, Fortune telleis, Vaticinators, Prophets, 
and Diviners of things to come , that Saturn inhabiteth that 
place, bound with fair Chains of Gold, and ^thm the Concavity 
of a Golden Rock, bemg nourished with Divme Ambrosie an^ 
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Nectar, which are daily m great store and abundance trans 
nutted to him from the Heavens, by I do not well know what 
kind bf Fowls (it may be that tliey aie the same Ravens, which 
m the Deserts are said to have fed St Paul, the first Hermit) 
he very clearly foretelleth unto eveiy one, who is desiious to bo 
certified of the condition of his Lot, wha^ his Destiny will be, 
and what future chance th& Fates have ordained for him 
For the Parques, or Weerd Sisters do not twist, spin or draw 
’^out a Thread , nor yet doth Jupiter perpend, project, or 
deliberate any thins which the good old Ccelestial Father 
knoweth not to the full, even whilst he is asleep This will 
be a veiy summary Abbreviatipn of our Labour, if we but 
hearken unto him a httle upon the serious debate and canvassing 
of this my perplexity That is (answered Epistemon) a 
Gullery too evident, a plain Abuse and Fib too fabulous I 
will not go, not I, I Avill not go 


^CHAPTER XXV 

How Panwge consulieih wtih Her Trtppa 

Neveethei-ess, (quoth Epistemon, continuing his Discourse) 
I wiU tell you what you may do, if you will bdieve me, before 
we return to our King Hard by here, m the Brown wheat 
Island, dwelleth Her Trippa , you know how by the Arts of 
Astrology, Geomancy, Chiromancy, Metopomancy, and others 
of a like stuff and nature, he foretelleth all things to come 
Let us talk a little and cQnfer with him about your Business 
Of that (answered Panurge) I know nothing ^ut of this much 
concerning him I am assured, that one day, and that not long 
since, whilst he was prating to the Great King, of Ccelestial, 
Sublime, and Transcendent Thmgs, the Lackqueys and Foot- 
boys of the Court, upon the upper Steps of Stairs between two 
Doors, jumbled, one after another, as often as they listed, his 
Wife , who ft passable fair, apd a pretty snug Hussie Thus 
he who seemed \ery clearly to see all Heavenly and Terrestrial 
Thmgs without Spectacles, who discouised boldly of Adven- 
tures past, with great confidence opened up present Cases and 
Accidents, and stoutly professed the presaging of all future 
Events and Contmeeneies. and»was not able with all tbo Skill 
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and Cunning that he had to perceive the Bumbasting of his 
VWfe, whom he reputed to be very chast , and hath not till this 
Hour.figot Notice of any thing to the contrary Yet let us go 
to him, seeing you wdl have it so for surely we can never learn 
too much They on the very next ensuing Day, came to Hei 
Trippf’s Lodging Panurge, by Way of Donative, presented 
him with a long Gown Imed'aU thorough with Wolves skins, 
with a short Sword mounted with a gilded Hilt, and covered 
%ith a Velvet Scabbard, and with fifty good single Angells 
Then m a familiar and friendly way did he ask of him his 
Opinion touching tfie Aifaii At the very first Her Tnppa 
looking on him very wistly in the face, said unto him Thou 
hast the Metoposcopy, and Physiognomy of a Cuckold , I say, 
of a notorious and infamous Cuckold With this casting an ej e 
upon Panurge’s right Hand m all the parts thereof, he said. 
This rugged Draught which I see heie, just under the Mount of 
Jove, was never yet but in the Hand of a Cuckold After 
wards, he with a tVhite Lead Pen, swiftly, and hastily drew a 
certain number of diverse kinds of Points, which by Rules of 
Geomancy he coupled and joyned together, then said Truth 
it self is not truer, than^that it is certain, thou wilt be a Cuckold, 
a little after thy Marriage That being done, he asked of 
Panurge the Horoscope of his Nativity , which was no sooner 
by Panurge tendred unto hun, than that, erecting a Figure, 
he very promptly and speedily formed and fashion’d a compleat 
Fabrick of the Houses of Heaven, in all their parts, whereof 
when he had considered the Situation and the Aspects in their 
Triplicities, he fetched a deeji sigh, and said I have clearly 
enough already discdvered unto you the Fate of your Cuck 
oldry, which is unavoidalile, >ou cannot escape it, and here 
have I got of new a further assurance thereof, so that I may 
now hardily pronounce, and affirm without any scruple or 
hesitation at all, that thou wilt be a Cuckold , l!hat furthermore, 
thou wilt be beaten by thme own Wife, and that she will 
purloyn, filch, and steal of thy Goods from thee , for I find the 
Seventh House, in all its Aspects, of a malignant Influence, and 
every one of the Planets thieatnmg thee with Disgrace 
according as they stand seated^towaids one another, so relation 
to the Homed Signs of Aries, Taurus, and Capricorn ha the 
Fourth House I find Jupiter in a Decadence, as also m a 
Tetragonal Aspect to Saturn, associated with Mercury, Thou 
' wilt be soundlv peppei’d, my ^od honest Fellow, I warrant 
thee I will be (answered Panurge) a Plague rot thee, 
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thou old Fool, and doatmg Sot, how gmceless and unpleissant 
thou art 

When all Cuckolds shall be at a General Rendezvous? thou 
shouldst be their Standard bearer But whence comes this 
Ciron woim betwixt these two Fmgei;s ? This Panurge said, 
putting the Fore finger of his Left hand, betwixt the Fore and 
Jtid finger of the Right, which ’he thiust out towards Her 
Trippa, holding them open after the manner of two Homs, and 
shuttmg mto a Fist his Thum, with the other Fmgers Then ii? 
turning to Epistemon, he said, Lo here the tme Ollus of Martial, 
who addicted and devoted himself wholly *to the observmg the 
Miseries, Crosses, and Calamities of others, whilst his own Wife, 
in the mteiim did keep an open Bandy nouse 

This Varlet is poorer than evei was Irus, and yet he is a 
proud, vauntmg, arrogant, self conceited, over weening, and 
more msuppoi table than seventeen Devds, m one word, 

, which term of old was applied to the like beggarly 
stiTitting Coxcombs 

Come, let us leave this Madpash Bedlam, this hairbrain’d 
Fop, and give him leave to rave and dose his Belly full, with 
his private and mtimately acquamted^Devils , who, if they 
weie not the very worst of all the mfemal Fiends would never 
have daigned to serve such a knavish, barking Curr as this is 
He hath not learn’d the first Precept of Philosophy, which is. 
Know thy self For whilst he braggeth and boasteth, that he 
can discern the least Mote m the Eye of another, he is not able 
to see the huge Block that puts out the sight of both his Eyes 
This is such another Polypragmon as is by Plutarch described 
He IS of tlie Nature of the Lnimaij Witches, who m foreign 
Places, m the Houses of Strangers, m Pubhck, and amongst 
the Common People, hid a shaiper%nd more piercing Inspec- 
tion mto their Affairs than any Lync , but at home, m tneir 
own proper dwelling Mansions were blinder than Mold Waibs, 
and saw nothing at all For their Ctistom was, at their return 
from abroad, when they were by themselves m private, to take 
their Eyes out of their head, from whence they were as easily 
lemovable as a Pan pf Spectacles from their Nos^, and to lay 
them up ih a wooden Slimer, which for that purpose did hang 
behmd the Door of their Lodging 

Panurge had no sooner done speaking, when Her Trippa 
took into hiff Hand a Tamarisk Blanch In this (quoth 
Epistemon) he doth very well, right, and like an Artist, for 
Nicander calleth it the Divinatory Tree Have you a mind 
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(quoth Her Trippa) torhave the truth of the matter yet more 
tiflly and amply disclosed unto you by Pyromancy, by Aero 
manc5r, (whereof Aristophanes in his Clouds maketh great 
estimation) by Hydromancy, by Leconomancy, of old m piime 
fequest amongst the Assyrians, and throughly tried by Her 
molaiis Barbarus Come hither, and I iviH shew thee, in this 
Platter-full of fair Fountain watef, thy future Wife lechering, 
and sercroupierismg it with two swaggering Ruffians, one after 
""another Yea, but have a spemal care, (quoth Panurge) when 
thou comest to put thy Nose withm my Arse, that thou forget 
not to pull off thy Spectacles Her Trippa going on in his Dis 
course, said by Catoptijimancy, Jikewise held in such account 
by the Emperor Didius Julianus, That by means thereof, he 
ever and anon foresaw all that which alt any time did happen 
or befal unto him Th<Ju shalt not need to put ori thy 
Spectacles , for m a Mirror thou wilt see her as clearly and 
mamfestly Nebrundiated, and Bilhbodrmg it, as if I should 
shew it m the Fountain of the Temple of Minerva near Parras 
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the Piactice hereof towards Penelope’s S^iitors ! By OnymEticy, 
for that we have Oil and Wax By Tephromancy, thou wit 
see the Ashes thus aloft dispersed, exhibiting thy Wife m a 
fine Posture By Botomancy, for the nonce I have some few 
Leaves m reserve By Sicomancy , p Divine Art m Fig tre& 
Leaves I By Icthiomsincy, m ancient times so celebrated, and 
put in use by Tiresias and Polyd&mas, with the like certamty 
of event aS was tried of old at the Dinaditch withm that Giove 
consecrated to Apollo, which is in the Terntoiy of the Lycians*^ 
By Choiramancy Let us have a great many Hogs, and thou 
shalt have the Bladder of one of them *By Cheromomancy, 
as the Bean is found m the Cake at tlje Epiphany Vigil By 
Anthropomancy, piactised by the Roman Empeior Hehaga 
bolus , it is somewhat' iilcsom, but then wilt enduie it well 
enough seeing thou art destmated’ to be a Cuckold By a 
Sibylline Stichomancy By Onomatomancy How do ttiey 
call thee ' Chawturd, (quoth Panurge) or yet by Alectryo 
manev If I should here with a Compass draw a Round, and 
in looking upon thee, and considering thy Lot divide the Cir 
cumference thereof into four and twenty equal Parts, then fonn 
a several Letter of the Alphabet upon evSty one of them , and 
lastly, posit a Barley Com oi two upon each of these so disposed 
Letters, I durst promise upon my Faith and Honesty, that if 
a Young Virgin Cock be permitted to lange alongst and athwart 
them, he should only eat the Grams which are set and placed 
upon these Letters, A Cucko 4 d Thou shalt be 
And that as fatidically, as under the Empeior Valence, most 
perplexedly desirous to knoi^ the Name of him who should be 
his Successor to the Empne, the Cock Vaticinating and Alec- 
tryomantick, ate up the Pickles that were posited on the Letters 
1 h e 0 d Oi foi the more ceitanlty, will you have a trial 
of your Foitune^by the Art of Aruspicinv ? by Augury ? or 
by Extispicine ? ^ By Turdispicine, quoth Panurge , or yet by 
the Mysteiy of Negiomancy ? I wdl, it you please, suddenly 
set up again, and revive some one lately deceased, as Apol 
lonius of Tyan did to Achilles, and the Pythoniss m the Piesence 
of Saul , which Body so raised up, and requicl^ed, will tell 
us the Slim of all you shall reqjme of him , no more nor less 
than at the Invocation of Enctho, a certain defunct Person, 
foretold to Pompey the whole Progress and Issue of the fatal 
Battle fought m the Pharsalian Fwlds ? Or if you be afraid 
of the Dead, as commonly all Cuckolds are, I will make use of 
the Faculty of Sciomancy Goj get thee gone, (quoth Panurgs) 
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thou* frantjck Ass, to the Devil and be bugger’d, filthy Bor 
dachio that thou ait, by some Albanian, for a Steeple crown’d 
Hat 1 - Why the Devil didst not thou counsel me as well to hold 
an Emerald or the Stone of a Hyena under my Tongue ? Or 
tb furnish and provide my self with Tonies of Whoops, and 
Heart!! of Green Fiogs ’ Or to eat of thejaver or Milt of some 
Dragon ? To the end that 'oy those means I might, at the 
chanting and chirping of Swans and other Fowls, understand 
Substance of my future Lot and Destiny, as did of old the 
Arabians in the Country of Mesocotamia? Fifteen Braca of 
Devils seize upon th?; Body and Soul of this horned Renegado 
miscreant Cuckold, the Inchanter, Witch, and Sorcerer of 
Antichrist to all the Devils of Hefl 

Let us return towards our King I «m sure he will not be 
well pleased with us, if he ®nce come to get notice that werhave 
been in the Keruiel of this muffled Devil I repent my being 
come hither I would willingly dispense with a Hundred 
Nobles, and Fourteen Yeomans, on condition that he who not 
long smce did blow in the bottom of my Breeches, should 
instantly with his squirtifig Spittle inlummate his Mustaches 
0 Lord God norv ' how the Viliam hath besmoaked me with 
Vexation and Anger, with Charms and Witchcraft, and with a 
terrible Coyl and Stir of Infernal and Tartarian Devils I The 
Devil take him Say Amen , and let us go drink I shall not 
have any Appetite for my Victuals (how good Cheer soever I 
make) these two days to come, hardly these four 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

How Panurge con^lteih Ujiih Phyai Jhon, of the Funnels 

Panurge was indeed very much troubled m Mind and diS'» 
quieted at the words of Her Trippa, and theiefoie as he passed 
by the little Village of Hugmes, after he had made his Address 
to Frj ar Jlion in peel mg at, rubbing and scratching his own 
left Ear, he said unto him, Keep me a'’httle jovial and merry, 
my dear and sweet Bplly, for I find my Brains altogether 
metagrabolized and confounded apd my Spirits m a most 
dunsieal puzzle at the bitter talk of this Devilish, Hellish, 
Damned Fool Hearken, my dainty Cod 


Mellow C 
Lead coloured C 
Knurled C 
Suborned C 
Desired C 
Stuffed C 
Speckled C 
Fmeljr metal’d C 
Arabian like C 
Trussed up. Grey- 
hound like C 
Mounted C 
Sleeked C 
Diapred C 
Spotted C ■* 
Master C 
Seeded C 
Lusty C 
Jupped C 
Milked CU 
Calfeted C 
Raised C 
Odd C 
Steeled C 
Stale C 


Orange tawny C 
Imbroidered C » 
Glazed C 
Interlarded C 
Burger like C 
Impoudred C 
Ebenized C 
Biasiliated C 
Organized C 
Passable C 
Trunkified C 
Furious C 
Packed C « 
Hooded C 
Varnished C 
Renowned C 
Matted C 
Genetrve C 
Gigantal C 
Oval C 
Claustral C 
Viril C 
Stayed C 
Massive C 
Manual C, 
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Absolute C 
WeU set C 
Demel C 
Turkish C 
Burning C 
Thwacking C 
Convulsne C 
Restorative C 
Masculinating C 
Incamative C 
SigiUative C 
Sallying C 
Plump C 
Thundermg C 
Lecher ing C 
Fulminating C 
Sparkling C 
Ramming C 
Lusty C 
Urgent 
Handsom C 
Prompt C 
Fortunate C 
Boxewood C 
Latten C 
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Uab^idled C 

Plucking C 

Routing C 

Hoolced C 

Ramage C 

Purloining C 

Resee-rched C 

Appetizing C 

Frohek C 

Encompassed C 

Succourable C 

Wagging C 

Stroutmg out C 

Redoubtable C 

Ruffling C 

Jolly C 

Affable C 

Jumbling C 

Lively C 

Memorajble C^ 

^Rumbling C 

Gerundive C 

Palpable C 
Baroable C 

Thumpm£f,C 

vFranked C 

Bumpmg C 

Polished C 

Tragical C 

Cringeling C 

Powder’d Beef C 

^Transpontine C 

Houshold C 

Positive C 

Digestive C 

Pretty C 

Spared C 

Active C 

Astrolabian C 

BoldC 

Vital C 

Algebraical C 

Lascivious C 

Magistral C 

Venust C 

Gluttonous C 

Monachal C 

Aromatizmg C 

Resolute C 

Subtil C 

Trixy C 

Cabbage like C 

Hammeimg C 

Paillard C 

Couiteous C 

Clashing C. 

Gaillard C 

Fertil C 

Tingling C 

Broaching C 

Whizzing C 

Jlsual C 

AdleC 

NeatC 

Exquisite C 

Syndicated C 

Common C 

Trim C 

Boulting C 

Brisk C 

Succulent C 

Snorting C 

Quick C 

Factious C 

Pilfrmg C 

Barelike C 

Clamipy C 

Shaking C 

Partitional C 

Fate 

Bobbmg C 

Patronymick C 

High pi iced C 

Chiveted C 

Cockney C 

^Requisite C 

Fumbling C 

Auromercuiiated C 

Laytfod C 

lopsiturvying C 

Robust C 

Hand filling C 

Raging C 

Membrous C 

Insuperable C 

Piled up C 

Strong C 

Agreeable C 

Filkd up C 
Manly C 

Twin C 

Fornjidable C 

Belabouring C 

Profitable C 

Idle C 

Gentil C 

Notable C 

Affecting C 

Stirrmg C 

Musculous C 

Affected C 

Confident C* 

Subsidiary C 

Grapled C^ 
Stuffed C 

Nimble C 

SatyrickD 

Roimdheaded C 

Repercussue C 

Well fed C 

Figging C 

Odoriferous C 

Flourished C 

Helpful C 

Pranked C 

Fallow C 

Spruce C 

Jocund C^ 
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Graspful C 
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Sudden C 
Swillpow C 
Crushing C 
Fine C 
Fierce C 
Brawny C 
Compt C 
Repaiied C 
SoftC 
WildC 
Renewed C 
Quaint C 
Starling C 
Fleshy C 
Auxiliary C 
New vamped C 
Improved C 
Mailing C 
Sounding C 
Batled C 


Burly C 
Seditious C 
Wardian C 
Protective C 


Twinkling C 
Able C 
Algoristical C 
Creaking C 
Dll ting C 
Ready C 
%gorous C ^ 
Scoulkihg C 
Superlative C 
Clashing C 
Wagging C 
Scriplike C 
Enciemaster’d 
Berumphng C 
Jogging C 
Nobbing C 
Touzmg C 
Tumbling C 
Fambling C 
Overturning C 
Shooting C 
Culeting C 
Jagged C 
Pinked C 


Arsiversing C. 

'* Polished C 
Slasht C 
Hamed C 
Leisurely C 
1 Cut C 
Smooth C 
Depending C 
Independent C 
Lingnng C 
Rapping C 
Reverend C 
C. Nodding C 

Disseiilinating C 
Bouncing C 
Levelling C 
Fly-flap C 
Permte tegminal C 
Squat couching C 
, Short hung C 

^e hypogastrian C 
♦ Witness beanng C 
Testigerous C 
Instrumental C 


My Harcabuzing Cod, and Buttockstimng Ballock, Fryar 
Jhon, my Friend I do carry a sin^lar respect unto thee, and 
honour thee with all my Hfeart, thy Counsel I hold for a choice 
and delicate Morsel, therefore have I reserved it for the last Bit 
Give me thy advice freely, I beseech thee , Should I marry, or 
no ? Fryar Jhon very merrily, and»with a spri^tly chearful 
ness made this Answer to him Marry, m the Devil's Name, 
Why not WhaUthe Devil else shouldst thou do, but marry ? 
Take thee a Wife, and furbish he;; Harnish to some tune 
Swinge her Skin coat, as if thou wert beating on Stock fish, 
and let the repercussion of thy Clapper from her resoimdmg 
Metal, make a Noise, as if a double Peal of Chiming Bells were 
hung at t^e Cremasters of thy Ballock As I saylSarry, so do 
I understand, that thou shouldstrfall to woik as speedily amays 
be yea, my meamng is, that thou oughtest to be so quick and 
forward therein, as on this same very day, before Sunset, to 
cause, proclaim thy Banes of Matrimony, and make provision 
of Bedsteads By the Blood ^of a Hog’s pudding, till whep 
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wouldst thou delay the aeting of a Husband’s part ? Dost 
tljoif not know, and is ^t not daily told unto thee, that the end 
of the Woild approacheth ? We are nearer it by three Poles, 
and half a Fathom, then we were two days ago The Antichiist 
IS already born, at least it is so reported by many the truth 
is, th^t hitherto the effects of his wrath have not reached 
further than to the scratchiijg of^his Ntrrse and Governesses 
his Nails are not sharp enough "as yet nor hav^his Claws 
rfittained to their full growth , he is little 

Crescat , Nos qm mmmus, multiphcemur It is written so, 
and it IS holy stuff,cl warrant yofl The truth whereof is like 
to last as long as a Sack of Corn may be had foi a penny, and a 
Function of pure Wmenfor Throe pence Would thou be con 
tent to be found with thy Genitones full in the Day of Judg 
ment ? Dum venens judtcan Thou hast (quoth Panurge) a 
right, clear, and neat Spirit, Fiyar Jhon, my Metiopolitan 
Cod , thou speakest in very deed pertinently, and to purpose 
That belike was the reason which moved Leander of Abydos 
in Asia, whilst he was swimming through the Hellespontick 
Sea, to make a Visit to his. Sweetheart Hero of Sestus in Europe, 
to pray unto Neptun^, and all the other Marine Gods, thus 

Now, whilst I go, have pity on me. 

And at my back returning drown me. 

He was loath, it seems, to die with his Cods over gorged He 
was to be commended, therefore do 1 promise, that from 
henceforth no Malefactor shall by Justice be executed within 
my Jurisdiction of Salmigondinois, who shall not, for a day or 
two at least before, be permitted to culbut, and foraminate, 
Onocrotalwise that there ;temain not in all ^s Vessels, to write 
a great Greek V , such a precious thing should not be foolishly 
cast away , he will perhaps therewith beget a Male, and so 
depart the more contentedly out of this Life, that he shall have 
left behind him one for one 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

How Fiyar Jhon merrily, and sportingly counselleth Panurge 

By Saint Rigomet (quoth Fryar Jho«) I do advise thee to no 
thing (my dear Friend Panurge) which I jnould not do my self 
were I in thy place only have a special care, and take good 
heed thou soulder well together the Joynts of the double 
backed and two bellied Beast, and fortifie thy Nerves so 
strongly, that there be no discontinuance in the Knocks of the 
Veneiian thwacking else thou art Ipst, poor Soul for if there 
pass long intervals betwixt the Priapising feats, and that thou 
make an intermission of too large a time, that will befall thee, 
which betides the Nurses, if they desist -from giving suck to 
Children, they lose their Milk , and tf contmually thou do not 
hold thy Aspersory Tool in exercise, »nd keep thy Mentul going, 
thy Lactinician Nectar Will be gone, and it will serve thee only 
as a Pipe to piss out at, and thy Cods for a Wallet of lesser 
value than a Beggars Scrip This is^ certain truth I tell thee. 
Friend, and doubt not of it , for my self have seen the sad 
experiment thereof in many, who cannot now do what they 
would, because befoie they did not what they might have 
done Efo^desuetudine atnittuntur Pnmlegia NoPusage often 
times destroys ones RighB, say tfie learned Doctors of tlie Law 
therefore, my Billy, encertam as well as possibly thou canst, 
that Hypogastrian, lower sort of Troglodytick People that their 
chief pleasure may be placed m the case of sempiternal labour 
ing Give order that henceforth they live not Idee idle Gently 
3E 433 



THE THIRD BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 

men, idle upon their Rents and Revenues, but that they may 

? o/k. for their hvel^ood, by breaking giound within the 
aplyan Trenches Nay truly (answered Panurge) Fryar 
Jhon, my left Ballock, I will believe thee, for thou dealest 
plain with me, and fallest downright square upon the business, 
withqut gomg about the Bush with fiivolous circumstances, 
and unnecessary reservations ‘^ou With the splendoui of 
piercing Wit, hast dissipated all the louimg Cloud^f anxious 
-Apprehensions and Suspicions, which did intimidate and 
terrific me therefore tlie Heavens be pleased to grant to thee, 
at all She conflicts^ a stiff standfng Fortune Well then, as 
thou hast said, so will I do, I will, m good Faith marrv , in 
that point there shall be no failing, I promise thee, and shall 
have always b^ me pretty Giils clothed with the Name of my 
Wives Waiting Maids, that lying under thy Wings, thou 
mayest be Night Protector of their Sister hood 

Let this serve for the first part of the Sermon Hearken 
(quotb Fryar Jhon) to the Oracle of the Bells of Varenes . 
What say they ? I hear and understand them (quoth Panurge) 
their Sound is by my Thu-st, more uprightly fatidical, than that 
of Jove’s Great Kettles m Dodona Hearken , Take thee a 
Wife, take thee a Wife, and marry, marry, marry for if thou 
marry thou shalt find good therein, herein, here m a Wife thou 
shalt find good , so marry, marry I wih assure thee, that I 
shall be married, all the Elements mvite and prompt me to it 
let this Word be to thee a Brazen Wall, by diffidence not to be 
broken thorough As for tlie Second part of this our Doctnne 
Thou seemest in some measure to nlistrust the readmess of my 
Paternity, m the practising of my Placket Racket withm the 
Aphrodisian Tenms Couit at all times fitting, as if the stiff 
God of Gardens were n^t favourable to me I pray thee, 
favour me so much as to believe, that I still have him at a beck, 
attendmg always my Commandments, docilej obedient, vigoi 
ous, and active in all Ijimgs, and every where, and never 
stubborn or refiactory to my will or pleasure 

I need no more, but to let go the Rems, and slacken the 
Leash, which is the Bellypomt and when the Game is shewn 
unto him, scy. Hey, Jack, to thy Booty, he will nQji,fail even 
then to flesh himself upon hi^ Piey, 'and tuzle it to some pur- 
pose Hereby you may percene, although my future Wife 
were as imsatiable and gluttonous m her Voluptuousness, and 
the Dehghts of Venery, as ever was the Empress Messalma, or 
ypt the Marchioness in Englajpd , and I desire thee to give 
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DO ADVISE THEE TO NOTHING, (mY DEAR FRIEND PANURGE) WHICH F 
WOULD NOIJ^ DO MY SELF 
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cred^it to it, that I lack not for what is requisite to oveiloy 
tlv' Stomadi of her Lust, but have wherewith aboundingly 
to plejkse her 

I am not ignorant that Solomon said, who indeed of that 
matter speaketh Cleikhke, and learnedly As also how Aristotle 
after him declared for tf truth, That for^the greater pait, the 
Lechery of a Woman is lavenowi and 'unsatisfiable Never 
theless, let such as are my Fiiends, who read thosc"Passages, 
ffeceive fiom me for a mosft real verity, that I<fbi such a Gill, 
have a fit Jack , and that, if Womejis things cannot be satiated, 
I have an Instrumerft indefatigable , an' Implement as copious 
in the giving, as can in craving be their Vade Mecums Do 
not here produce anciefit Examples of the Paragons of Pail 
lardise, and offer to match with my Testiculatory Ability, 
the Priapsean Piowess of the fabulous Fornicators, Heicules, 
Pioculus, Csesar, and Mahomet, who m his Alcoran doth vaunt, 
that m his Cods he had the vigour of Threescore Bully Ruffians 
but let no zealous Christian trust the Rogue, the filthy ribald 
Rascal is a Lyar Shall thou need to uige Authorities, or brmg 
forth the Instance of the Indian Prince, of whom Theophrastus, 
Phmus, and Athenseiis testifte, that with the help of a certam 
Herb, he was able, andliad given frequent Experiments thereof, 
to toss his sinewy Piece of Generation, in the Act of carnal 
Concupiscence, above threescore and ten times m the space of 
foul and twenty Hours Of that I believe nothing, the number 
IS supposititious, and too prodigally foisted in Give no Faith 
unto it, I beseech thee, but prithee, trust me m this, and thy 
credulity therein shall not be wronged , foi it is true, and 
Prdbatum est, that m;? Pionier of Nature, the sacied Ithyphallian 
Champion, is of aU stiff mtiudmg Blades the primest Come 
hither my Ballockette, arid hearken, Didst thou ever see the 
Monlc of Castres Cowl ? When m any house it was laid down, 
whether openly in view of all, or covertly out ol the sight of any, 
such was the meffable Vertue thereof for excitating and stirring 
up the people of both Sexes unto Lechery, that the whole 
Inhabitants and Indwellers, not only of that, but likeways of aU 
the circmnjacent places thereto, withm three Leases around it, 
did suddeidy enter into Rut, both Blasts and Folk^Men and 
Women, even to the Dogs and Hogs, Rats and Cats 

I swear to thee, that many times heretofore I have perceived, 
and found m my Codpiece a certain land of Eneigy, or efflca 
'Clous Vertue, much more irregular, and of a greater Anomaly, 
then what I have related I mil not speak to thee eithei of 
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House or Cottage, nor of Chinch or Market, but only tell^thee, 
that once at the Repiescntation of the Fassion, which was actpd 
at Saint Mexents, I had no sooner entied within the Pit^f the 
'Hieatie, but that forthMUth, by the vertue and occult property 
of it, on a sudden all that were there, both Players and 
Spectators, did fall ^mto such an eifoibitant lemptataon of 
Lust, that there was'Aot Ani^el Man, Devil nor Deviless, upon 
the phci^^ho would not ^en have Bricolhtched it with all 
their Ileaivt aifd Soul • • 

The Piompter foisoolc his Copy, he who played Michael’s 
pait, came down to r^hts, the Devils is^ed out oJ Hell, and 
caiTied along with them most of the pietty little Girls that Were 
there , yea, Lucifer got out ot his Fetters , in ^ word Seeing 
the huge Disorder, I disparked my self forth of that inclosed 
place, m imitation of Cato the C,iensoi who perceiving by 
leason of his presence, the Floialian Festivals out of order, 
withdrew lumself 


CHAPTER XXVni 

How Fnar Jhon comforteih Panwgc m ihe doubtful 
matter of CuQlcoldry 

I UNDERSTANO thee well enough, said Fiiar Jhon , but time 
mak£S all things plain Tlie most durabl^Marble oi Poiphyr is 
subject to Old Age and Decay Though for the present thou 
possibly be not weary of the Exercfee, yet is it like, I will hear 
thee confess a few years hence, that thy Cods hang dangling 
downwards for Want of a better Truss I see thee waxuig a 
little hoax headed already , thy Beard by the Distinctions of 
grey, white tawny and black, hath to my thinking the resem 
blance of a Map of the Terrestiial Globe, or Geographical Chait 
Look attentively upon, and take Inspection of what I shall 
show unk) ttiee Behold thej:e Asia, heie are Tygris and 
Euphrates Lo there Afiick, here is the Mountam of the 
Jloon, yonder thou mayst perceive the Fenny Marsh of Nilus 
On this side lieth Europe Dost thou not see the Abby of 
Tdeme ? Hus little Tuft, which is altogether white, is the 
Ilyperboiean Hills By lhc» thirst of my Throple Frie»d, 
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wheQ Snow is on the M9untains I say the Head and Chin, there 
ismot then any considerable Heat to be expected in the Valleys 
and Low Countries of the Codpiece By the Kibes of thy 
Heels (quoth Panuige) thou dost not understand the Topicks 
When Snow is on ttie tops of the Hills, Lightning, Thunder, 
Tempest, Whirlwinds, Storms, Huincanes, and all the Devils 
of Hell rage in the Valleys »Wouidst thou see the experience 
thereof, go to the Territory of the Swissers, airS^earnestly 
perpend with thy self tliere the Situation of tlie Mke of Wendel 
berliek about four Leagues distaqji from Berne, on the Syon 
side of the Land Thou twittest me 'with my Grey Hairs 
yet consideiest not how I am of the Nature of Leelcs, which 
With a white Head carrjr a green, fresh streight, and vigorous 
Tail 

The truth is nevertheless (why should I deny it) that I now 
and then discern m my self some indicative Signs of Old Age 
Tell this, I piithee, to no body, but let it be kept vecv close and 
secret betwixt us two for I find the Wine much sweeter now, 
more savoury to my taste, and unto my Palate of a better 
lelish than foimeily I w?is wont to do , and withal, besides 
mine accustomed maisner I have a more dreadful Apprehension 
than I ever heretofore have had of lighting on bad Wine Note 
and observe that this doth argue and portend I know not what 
of the West and Occident of my time, and sigmfieth that the 
South and Meridian of mme Age is past But what then ’ 
My Gentle Compamon, that doth but betoken that I will here 
aftei drink so much the more That is not, the Devrl hale it, 
the thing that I fear , nor is it there where my Shoe pinches 
The thing that I dbubt most, and have greatest reason to 
dicad and suspect, is, that tlriough some long absence of our 
King Pantagruel (to whonf I must needs bear Company, should 
he go to all the Devils of Barathrum) my future Wife shall 
make me a Cuckold This is, nr truth, the Idng and the short 
on’t For I am by all those whom I have spoke to menacM 
and thicatned with a Horned Fortune , and all of them affirm, 
it is the Lot to which from Heaven I am piedestmated Every 
one (answei^ Fiiar Jhon) that would be a Cuckeld, is not one 
If It be thy h^ate to be hereafter of the number of that Horned 
Cattle, then may I conclude with an Eigo, thy Wife will be 
beautiful, and Ergo, thou wilt be kmdly used by her Likewise 
with this Ergo thou shalt be blessed with the fi^ition of many 
"Friends and Wellwilleis And finally vith this other Ergo 
thou shalt be saved, and have a place m Paradise These aie 
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Monachal TopicLs and Rlaxims of the Cloister Thou mayst 
take more liberty to sin Thou shalt* be more at ease 
ever There ivill be never the less left for thee, nothing dinii 
nished, but thy Goods shall increase notably , And if so be it 
was preordinated foi thee, wouldst thou be so impious as not 
to acquiesce in thy Destiny ? Speak fhou jaded C^, » 


Faded 

Mouldy Co '•*. 
Musty C 
Paultery C 
Senseless C 
Foundred C 
Distempred C 
Fleeted C 
Cloyed C 
Squeezed 
Resty C 
Pounded C 
Loose C 
Coldish C 
Cut off C 
Beveraged C 
Scarified C 
Dasht C 
Slasht C 
Infeebled C 
Whore hunting C 
Berayed C 
Inveigled C 
DangJmg C 
Stupid C 
Seedless C 
Soaked C 
Lowting C 
Discouraged C 
Surfeited C 
Peevish Oi 
Translated C 
Forlorn C 
Unsavoury C 
Worm eaten C 
Overtoiled C 


Miserable C 
Steeped C 
Kneaded with cold 
• Water C 
Appealant C 
Swagging C • 
Withered C 
Broken reined P 
Defective C 
Crestfallen C 
Felled C 


Wrangling C 
Gangreened C » 
Crustnsen C 
Ragged C 
Quelled C 
Bragadochio C 
Beggarly C 
Trepanned C 
Bedqsked C 
Emasculated C 
Corked C 
Transparent C* 
Vile C • 

Antidated C 
Chopped C 
Pinked C » 


FruiSess C 
Riven C 
PuKie C 
Fusty C 
Jadish C 
Fistulous C 
Languishing C 
Maleficiated C 


Peckled C 
Churned C 
Fihped C 
^inglefied «C 
Begiimed C 
Wrmjcled C 
Fainted C 
Extenuated C 
Grim C 
Wasted C 
Inflamed C 
Unhinged C 
Scurfie C 
• Stradling C 
Putrefied C 
Maimed C 
Overlechercd C 
Diaiggely C 
Mitifled C 
Goat ridden C 
Weakned C 
•Asse ridden C 
Puff pasted C 
St Anthonified C 
Untnped C 
Blasted C 
Rangling tasted C 
Rooted out C 
Costive C 
Hailed on C 
Cuffed^ 

Buffeted C 
Whu-reted C 
Robbed C 
Neglected C 
Lame C • 
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Confysed C 

Skittish C 

Waivvard C 

Uttsavoury C 

Spungy C 

Hagled C 

(Dvertijrown C 

Botched C 

Gleaning G 

Boulted C 

Dejected C 

III favoured C 

Tnrod under C 

Jagged C 

PmfngC 

Pulled C 

Desolaie C 

Drooping C 

Declining C 

Deformed C ^ 

'Faint C 

Stanching C 

Mischieved C 

Parched 

Sorrowful C 

Cobled C , 

Pault*^ C 

Murthered C 

Imbased C 

Cankred C 

Matachin hke C 

Ransacked C ' 

Void C 

Besotted C 

Despised C 

Vexed C 

Customerless C 

Mafigy C 

Bestunk C 

Minced C 

Abased C 

Crooked C 

Exulcerated C 

Supine C 

Brabling C 

Deteiiorated C 

Mended C 

Rotten C 

Chil C 

Dismayed C 

Anxious CL 

Scrupulous C 

Harsh C 

Clouted C 

Crazed C 

Beaten C 

Tired C 

Tasteless C 

Barred C 

Pioud C 

Hacked C 

Abandoned C 

Fractured C 

Flaggy C 

Confounded C 

Melancholy C 

Scmbby C 

Lowtish C 

Coxcombly C 

Drained C 

Hectick C 

Base C 

Haled C 

Worn out C 

Bleaked C 

Lolling C 

111 favoured C 

Detested C 

Drenched C 

Duncified C 

Diaphanous C 

Burst C 

Macerated C 

Unworthy C 

Stirred up C 

Paralytick C 

Checked C 

Mitred C 

Degraded C 

Mangled C 

Pedling furnished C Benurfttned C 

Flapping C 

Rusty C 

Bat like C 

Patched C 

Exhausted C 

Fart shotten C 

Stujfified C 

Perplexed C 

Sun burnt C 

Annihilated C 

Unhelved C 

Pacified C 

Spent C 

Fizled C 

Blunted C 

Foiled C 

Leprous C 

Belammed C 

Aguish C 

Bruised C 

Fabricitai\t C ^ 

Disfigured € 

Spadonick C 

Perused C 

Disabled C 

Boughty C 

Emasculated C 

Forcedless C 

Mealy C 

Roughly handled C 

Censured C 

■Corrected C 

Examined C 

Cute 


Crakt C • 
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Undone C 

Oppiest C 

We ithei beaten C 

Turned ovei C 

Giated C 

** Flayed C * 

Harried C 

Falling away C 

Bauld C 

Flawed C 

Smalcut C 

Tossed C 

Froward C 

Disordered C 

Cleft C 

UglyC 

Lattised C • 

Meagre C 

Drawn C 

fIuinedr,C « 

Dumpified C 

Riven C * 

E'siasperated C 

Supprest C 

Distasteful C 

Rejected C 

Hagged C 

Hanging C 

Chawned C 

Jawped C 

Broken C 

Short Winded C 

Havocked C 

Limber C 

Branchless C 

Astonished C 

Effeminate C 

Chapped "C * 

Dulled C 

Kindled C 

Failing C 

SlowC 

Evacuated C 

Deficient C 

Plucked up C 

Grieved C 

Lean C 

Constipated C 

Carking 

Consumed C 

Blown C 

Disorderly C 

UsedC 

Bloekify’d C 

Empty C 

Puzled C 

Pommeled C 

Disquieted C 

Allayed C • 

AU to be mawl’d G 

Besysted C 

Spoiled C 

•Fallen away C 

Confounded C 

Clagged C 

* Unlucky C 

Hooked C 

Palsey strucken C 

Steril C 

Diverous C 

Amazed C 

Beshitten C 

Wearied C 

Bedunsed C 

Appeased C 

SadC 

Extirpated C . 

Caitive C 

Cross C 

Banged C 

Woful C 

Vam glorious C 

Stripped C 

Unseemly C 

Poor C 

Hoary C 

Heavy C 

Brown C 

Winnowed C 

Weak C 

Shrunk in C 

Decayed C • 

Prostrated C 

Abhorred C 

Disastrous C 

Uncomely C 

Troubled C ■' 

Unhandsom C 

Naughty C 

Scornful C 

Stummed C 

Laid flat C 

Dishonest C 

Barren C 

Suffocated C 

Reproved C 

Wretched C 

Held down C 

Cocketed C 

Feeble C 

Barked C 

Filthy C • 

Cast dowp,C 

Hairlel C 

Shred C 

* Stopped C 

Spotted C 

Bom down C 

Kept undei C 

Crampled C 

Sparred C 

Stubborn C 

Flampmg C 

Abashed C 

Ground C 

Hooded C 

Unseasonable C 

RetchlesaiC 

Wormy C • 


441 



THE BOOK OF DR FRANCIS RABELAIS 


Resysted C 

“ Dpuf C 

Besmeaied C 

Faulty C 

Clarty C 

Hollow C 

Bemejiled C 

Lumpish C 

Pantless G 

Mortified C 

Abject C 

Guizened C 

Scurvy C 

SideC 

Demiss C 

Bescabbed C 

Ch6aked up C 

Refractory C 

TomC 

Backward C « 

Rensie C 

Subdued C 

Piolix C 

Frowning' C 

§neaking C 

Adanliticalp C 

Limp<^ig G 

Hire C 

Frumpled C 

Revealed C 

Swart C " 

•Stale C 

" Rammish C 

Smutdred C 

Corrupted C 

Gaunt C 

Raised up C , 

BeTiowred C 

Beskimmered C 

Chopped C 

Amated C 

Scraggy C 

Flirted C 

Blackish C 

Lank C 

Blamed C 

Underlaid C 

Swashring C 

Blotted C 

Loathing C 

MovlmgX- 

Sunk in C 

111 filled C 

Swinking C 

Gastly C 

Bobbed C 

Harried C 

Unpointed C 

Mated C 

Tugged C 

Bebhstered C 

Tawny C 

Towed C 

Wizened C 

I’^lrealed C 

Misused C 


Begger plated C 

Baloclcatso to the Devil, my dear Friend Pannrge, seeing it 
IS so decreed by the Gods, -wouldst thou invert the course of the 
Planets, and make them rctrogiad$ ’ Wouldst thou disorder 
all the Coelestial Spheres ? Blame the Intelligencies, blunt 
the Spindles, ]oynt the Wherves, slander the Spinning Quills, 
reproach the Bobbins revile the Clew bottoms, and finally ravel 
and untwist all the thicad? of both the warp and the waft of the 
weer’d Sister Parques ’ What a Po-^ to thy Bones dost thou 
mean, stony Cod ? Thou wouldst if thou coilldst, a great deal 
worse than the Gyants of old mtended to have done Come 
hither, Bilhcullion , whither -vyouldst thou be jealous without 
cause or be a Cuckold and know notlung of it ? Neither the 
one nor the other (craoth Panurg^ would I choose to be , But 
if I get an inkJing of the matter, I wi}! provide well sanough, or 
theie shall not be one stick of Wood Withm five hundred 
Leagues about me, whereof to make a Cudgel In good Faith 
(Fryar Jhon) I speak now seriously unto thee, I think it will be 
Tny best not to many , Hearken to what the Bells do tell me, 
n«>w that we are nearer to them Do not Marry, Marry not, 
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not not not, not, Mjrry Marry not, not, not not not If 
thpu*Marry, thou wilt miscarry, carry carry thou’lt repent it 
resen it sent vfc If thou Marry, thou a Cuckold Cou cou 
Cuckoe Cou cou Cuckold thou shalt be By the worthy 
Wrath of God, I begin to be angry this Campanilian Oracle 
fretted me to the GutS a March Hare, was never in such a 
Chaff as I am O how I am vested. 1 you Monks and Fryars 
of the Cawl pated and Hood patted Fraternity. Vfa^e you no 
Remedy nor Salve against this Malady of G«imng Horns in 
Jleads ? Hath Nature so abandon’d Human kind and of her 
help left Ks so destifute that married Men cannot know how 
to sail through the Seas of this mortal Life and be safe from 
the Whirpools .Quicksafids, Rocks and Banks that lie alongst 
the Coast of Cornwall 

I will (said Fryar Jhou) shew thee a Way and teach thee 
an Expedient, by means whereof thy Wife shall never make 
thee a Cuckold without thy knowledge, and thine asm consent 
Do me the favour, I pray thee, (quoth Panuvge) my pretty, 
soft downy Cod now tell it, Billy tell it I beseech thee 
Take I'quoth Fryar Jlion) Sans' Carvel’s Ring upon thy Finger, 
who was the King of Melinda’s chief Jewelleir, besides that, 
this Hans Carvel haif the Reputation of bei g very skilful 
and* expert in the Lapidary’s Profession, he was a studious 
learned, and ingenious Man, a Scientifick Person, full of Know 
ledge a great Philosopher, of a, sound Judgment, of a prime 
Wit good Sense, clear spirited, an honest Creature, Courteous 
Charitable Giver of Alms and of s> Jovial Humour a Boon 
Companion and a Merry Blade, if ever there was any m the 
World He was somBwhat Gorbellied had a little Shake in his 
Head, and in effect unwieldy of his Body in his Old Age he 
took to Wife the Bailiff of T^oncordat s Daughter, a young, fair 
jolly gallant, spruce, frisk, brisk neat, feat, smirk, smug 
compt, quaint gay, fine, trixy, trim, decent, 'proper, graceful 
handsom beautiful, comly', and kind, a little too much to her 
Neighbours and Acquaintance 

Hereup n it fell out after the expiring of a scantling of 
Weeks, that Jlaster Carvel became as jealous as a Tygar and 
entred into a very profound Suspicion that his ndV marry’d 
Gixy did keep a Buttock stirring with others To prevent 
which inconveniency he did tell her many tragical Stones of 
the total Rume of several Kingdoms by Adultery , did read 
linto her the Legend of Chast Wives then made some Lectures 
tocher m the praise of the chowe Virtue of Pudicity, and did 
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present her with a Book in Commendation of^onjugal Fidelity, 
wherein the Wickedness of all Licentioifs Women was odiSusJy 
detested , ^nd withal, he gave hei a Chain enpch d with pure 
Oriental Saphires Notwithstanding all this he foui?d her 
always more and more enchn’d to the reception of her Neighhoiic 
Cope Mates that day by day his Jealoasy encreased , in ^equel 
whereof one night ab**he was lyii^ by her, whilst in his Sleep 
the rambliniT Fancies ot the lecherous Depoitnients of his Wife 
did take pp ’^he Celluls of Ijis Bfain, he dream d that ttf 
encountred vi ith the Devil, to whom he had discovered to the 
full the buzzing of his»Head, and suspicion that his Wife di<f 
tread her Shooe awry , the Devil he thought, in this perplexity 
did for his comfort give him a*Ring, and therewithal did kindly 
putjt on his Middle finger saying, Hans Caivel *I give thee this 
Ring whilst thou earnest it upon that Finger, thy Wife shall 
never carnally be known by any otKer than thy self without 
thy special knowledge and consent Grammercy (quoth Hans 
Carvel) m^T^ord Devil , I renounce Mahomet if ever it shall 
come off my Finger The Devil vanished, as is his custom , 
and then Hans Carvel, full of Joy*awaking, found that his 
Middle finger was as far as it could rea^h within the What 
d’ye call it of his Wife I did forget to tell thee, how his Wife, 
as soon as she had felt the Finger there said, in recoilingsher 
Buttocks, Off yes nay tut, pish tush aye Lord that is not 
the Thing which should be put up in that Place With this 
Hans Carvel thought that sonte pilfering Fellow was about to 
take the Ring from him Is not this an infallible and sovereign 
Antidote ? Therefore if £hou wilt believe me, m imitation ol 
this Example never fail to fiave continu-ally the Ring of thy 
Wife’s Commodity upon thy Fingdr When that was said, 
their Discourse and their Way ended 


CHAPTER XXIX 


Em PanUtgmel Convocated together a Theologttih, Physician, 
Lawyer, and Philosopher, Jor extncating Panurge out of 
the Perplexity wherein he was 

No sooner were they come lAto the Royal Palace, but they to- 
the full, made Report unto Pajitagruel of the Success of thftir 
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Expedition they shew him the Response of Ramuiagrobis 
When Pantagruel hacFie-id it over and over again, the oftner 
he perused it being the better pleased therewith ,,he said, m 
addr^asmg his bpeech to Panurge I have not as yet seen any 
Answer framed to your Demand which aCfordcLh me more 
Contentment For in <this his succinct Copy of Veises he 
summarily and briefly yet^ fully enough expresseth how he 
would have us to understand tfiaf eveiy one i^the Pioject 
g^nd Enterprise of Marriage ought to be his own Carver, sole 
Arbitrator of his proper iSioughts and from Iiimself alone take 
■counsel iij> the mainland peiemptciy cloisuie of what his Deter 
mination should be m either his assent to, or dissent from it 
Such always hath beei>my opinion to you , and when at first 
} ou spoke thereof to me I truly told you this very same thing 
but tacitly you scorned my Advice, and would not h£).rbour 
It within your mind I know for certain and theiefore may I 
with the greater confidence utter my conception of it, that 
Philauty, or Self love is that which blinds your ]i 3 ffgment and 
deceiveth you 

Let us do otherwise ,and that is this Whatever we are 
or have consisteth ^i three things the Soul the Body and 
the Goods Now tor the preservation of these three, theie are 
thrge sorts of learned Men ordained, each lespectively to have 
care of that one which is recommended to his charge 11160 
logues are appointed for the soul, Physicians for the Welfare 
of the Body, and Lawyers for the Safety of our Goods Hence 
It IS, that It IS my Resolution to have on Sunday next with me 
at Dinner, a Divine a Phjsician and a Lawyer that with those 
three assembled thus together we may in every Point and 
Particle confer at large of your Perplexity By St Picot 
(answer’d Panurge) we nwer shall do any good that way I 
see it already and you see your self, how the Woild is vilely 
abused as when with a Fox tail one claps another s Breech, 
to cajole him We give ^ur Souls to keep to the Theologues 
who for the greater part are Hereticks Our Bodies we commit 
to the Physicians who never themselves take any Physick 
And then we intrust our Goods to Lawyers who never go to 
Law againstnjne another You speak like a Courtier (quoth 
Pantagruel) but the first Point'of youf Assartion is to be denied 
For we daily see how good Theologues make it their chief 
Business their whole and sole Employment, Ijy their Deeds 
their Words and Writings to extirpate Errors and Heresies out 
the Hearts of Men , and in Ijjieir stead profoundly plant the 
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true and lively Faith The second Point ^<Ju spoke of 1 com 
mend For wheieas the Professors of the Art of Medicine*give 
so good Qrder to the Prophylactick, or Conservative part’of 
their Faculty m what concerneth their proper Health* that 
they stand m no need of making use of the other Branch, which 
IS the Curative or Therapeutick by Medicaments As for tfie 
third I grant it to beHiioie For learned Advocates and’Coun 
sellers ab^L^w are so mudh taken up with the Affairs of others 
in their Consultations Pleadings aad such like Patrocinatio^ 
of those who are their Clients that they have no leisure to 
attend any Contro verses orf -their own IJierefore qji the next 
ensuing Sunday let the Divine be out godly Father Hip 
pothadee, the Physician our honest Master Rondibilis and the 
Legist our good Friend Biidlegoose Nor witl it be (to my 
thinlfing) amiss that we enter into the Pythagoiick Field, and 
chuse for an Assistant to the three aforenamed Doctors our 
ancient faithful Acquaintance, the Philosopher Trouillogan , 
especially^Sfeing a perfect Philosopher, such as is Trouillogan 
is able positivdy to resolve all whatsoever Doubts you can 
propose Carpalm have you a caie^o have them here all four 
on Sunday nesj; at Dinner without fail 

I believe (quoth Epistemon) that -throughout the whole 
Country in all the Corners thereof you could not have pit^h d 
upon such other four , which I speak not so much in regard of 
the most excellent Qualifications and Accomplishments where 
vifith all of them are endowed -for the respective Discharge and 
JIanagement of each his own Vocation and Calling, (wherein, 
without all doubt or contrbversy they are the Paragons of the 
Land, and surpass all others^ as for that JRondibihs is married 
now who before was not Hippothadee was not before, nor 
IS yet Bridlegoose was married oiKie but is not now And 
Trouillogan is mairied now who wedded was to another Wife 
before Sir if it.may stand with your good liking I will ease 
Carpalm of some parcel of his labopr and mvite Bridlegoose 
my self, with whom I of a long time have had a very intiWte 
familiarity and unto whom I am to speak on the behalf of a 
pretty hopeful Youth, who now studieth at Tholouse under 
the most tpamed, virtuous Doctor Boissonnet Co what you 
deem most expedient, (ifhoth Pantagruel) and tell me, if my 
Recommendation can in any thing be steadable for the pro 
moval of the good of that Youth or otherwise serve for tlie 
bettering of the Dignity and Office of the worthy Boissomiet,. 
whom I do so love and respect;^ for one of the ablest and mij^st 
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sufRcjent m his wa^, that any where are extant Sir, I will use 
therein my best Endeav'ours, and heartily bestir my self about it 


CHAPTER ^XXXr 

Mow the Theologue, Hippothade^ givelh Couns^l'%0 Panurge %n 
^ the Matter and Business of his Nuptial Enlerpme 

The Dinner on the subsequent Sunday was no sooner made 
ready, than that the aforenamed invited Guests gave thereto 
their Appearance, all of them, Bridlegoose only excepted, 
who Was the Deputy Governoi of tlie Fonsbeton At the 
ushering in of the Second Service, Panurge making a low 
Reverence, spake thus Gentlemen, the Question I am to 
propound unto you shall be uttered m very words , 
Should I marry, or no ? If my Doubt herein be not resolved 
by you, I shall hold it altogeth^i insolvable, as are the Insolu 
biha de Ahaco , for all of you are elected, chosfti and culled 
out from amongst others, every one in his own Condition and 
Qudity, like so many picked Peas on a Carpet 

The Father Hippothadee, in obedience to the Bidding of 
Pantagruel, and with much Courtesy to the Company, answer’d 
exceeding modestly after this 'hianner My Friend, you are 
pleased to ask Counsel of us , but ^rst you must consult with 
your self Do you find any trouble or disquiet in youi Body, 
by the importunate stings and pncklings of the Flesh ’ That 
I do (quoth Panurge) in aliugely strong and almost irresistable 
measure Be not offended; I beseech you, good Father, at the 
foeedom of my Expression No truly, Friend, not I (quoth 
Hippothadee) there is no reason why I should be displeased 
therewith But in this Carnal Stiife and Debate of youxs, 
have you obtained from God the Gift and special Grace of Con- 
tinency ? In good faith, not, (quoth Panurge ) My Counsel 
to you m that Case (my Friend) is, that you marry, (quoth 
Hippothadee; for you should rather chuse to mariynonce, than 
to bum still m Fires of Concupiscence Then Panurge, with a 
jovial Heart and a loud Voice, cried out, That is spoke gallantly, 
without circumbihvagmatmg about and aboutp and never hit 
-it m its centred Point Grammercy, my good Father In 
tmth 1 am resolved now to marry, and without fail I shall do 
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it quickly I invite you to my Wtddmg iBy the Body of a 
Hen we shall make good Cheer and bS as merry as Crictelj 
You shall .wear the Biidegroom’s Colours £md it we eat a 
Goose my Wife shall not lost for me I will intreat you to 
lead up the first Dance of the Bride Maids, it it may please 
you to do me so much Favour and Hoftour There restqjth yet 
a small Difficulty, a little Scj;uple,yea even less than nothing, 
whereof Bhngably ciave your Resolution Shall I be a Cuckold, 
Father, yea, Sr ^no ? By no anea*s (answer d Hippothade») 
will you be Cuckolded if it please God O the Lord help us 
now (quoth Panurge) Whiltler are we driven to, go»d Folks T 
To the Conditionals which according to the Rules and Precepts 
of the Dialectick Faculty puimit of •all Contradictions and 
Impossibilities If my Tiansalpine Mule had Wings, my 
Tiansalpme Mule would fly If it please God I shall not be a 
Cuckold, but I shall be a Cuckold if it please him Good God, 
it this we^e a Condition which I knew how to prevent, my 
Hopes should be as high as ever nor would I despair But you 
here send me to God’s Pi ivy Council, to the Closet of his little 
Pleasuies You my French Countrymen, Which is the Way 
you take to gd thither ? , 

My honest Father, I believe it will bdyour best not to come 
to my Wedding ITie Clutter and dingle dangle Nois® of 
]\Iairiage Guests will but distuib you, and break the seiious 
Fancies of your Brain You love Repose, with Solitude and 
Silence, I really believe you "Will not come And then you 
dance but indifferently, arid would be out of Countenance at 
the first Entry I will send you some good Things to your 
Chamber, togethei with the Bnde’s Favour, and there you may 
drink our Health if it may stand wfth your good liking My 
Friend, (quoth Hippothadee) take •my Woids m the Sense 
wherein I mean them, and do not mis mteipret me When I 
tell you if it please God, do I to you any wrong therein ? Is 
it an ill expression ? Is it a Blaspheming Clause or Reserve 
any way scandalous unto the World ? Do not we thereby 
honour the Lord God Almighty, Creator, Protector and Con 
server of all flings ? Is not that a mean, whereby we dp 
acknowledge him to be the sole Giver of all •#hatsoever is 
good ? Do not we in th^ manitest our Faith, that we believe 
all things to depend upon his infinite and incomprehensible 
Bounty ? and ihat without Him nothing can be produced, nor 
after its Production be of afiy value, force, or power, without-^ 
the concurring aid and favour qf his assisting Giace ? Is it nf>t 
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a canonical and s^lithentick Exception, worthy to be premised 
tQ a!l our Undertakings ? Is it not expedient, that what we 
propose unto opr selves, be still refeired to what shall be dis 
posed''of by the Sacred Will of God unto which all things must 
tpiquiesce in the Heavens as well as on the Eaith ? Is not 
that yerily a sanctifying of his holy Name ? My Friend, you 
shall not be a Cuckold, if it.pleas^e God*? nor shall we need to 
despair of the knowledge of nis good Will and Plg^sure herein, 
M if it weie such an abstruse ajid mysteriousjy'hidfjen Secret, 
that, for the cleai undeistandmg thereof, it -^ere necessary to 
consult With those 'bf his Celestial Pi ivy Council or expresly 
make a voyage unto the Empirean Chamber, wheie Order is 
given foi the effectuating of his most holy Pleasures 

The Great God hath done us this good, that he hath declared 
and revealed them to us openly and plainly, and described,them 
in the Holy Bible Theie you will find that you shall never be a 
Cuckold, that is to say, your Wife shall never b^a Strumpet, 
if you make choice of one of a commendabl? Extraction, 
descended of honest Parents, and instructed m all Piety and 
Virtue Such a one as hath not at any time haunted or fie 
quented the Company or Conversation of those that are of 
corrupt and depraved Manners , one loving and fearing God, 
wh» taketh a singular delight m drawing near to him by Faith, 
and the cordial observing of hjs Sacred Commandments And 
finally, one who standing in awe of the Divine Majesty, of the 
Most High, will be loth to pfferifl Him, and lose the favourable 
Kindness of his Grace, through any delect of Faith, or trans 
giession against the Ordinances of his Holy Law, wherein 
Adultery is most rigorously forbidden, and a close adherence 
to her Husband alone ihost stiictly and severely enjoin’d 
yea, in such sort, that she k to cherish serve and love him above 
any thmg, next to God, that meriteth to be loved In the 
interim, for the better schooling of her in lihese Instructions, 
and that the wholsom Doctrin of a Matrimonial Duty may 
take the deeper root m her Mmd, you must needs carry your 
self so on youi part, and your behaviour is to be such, that 
you are to go before her m a good Example, ^y entertaining 
her unfeigneffiv with a Conjugal Amity by continually approv 
mg your self in all your Words and Actions a faithful and dis 
creet Husband , and by living not only at home, and privately 
with your own Household and Famdy, but inihe face also of 
all Men, and open viqw of the Wdrld, devotely, virtuously and 
cj^stly, as you Would have her qp her side to deport and demean 
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her self towards you, as becomes a godly, loy&l, and respectful 
Wife, who maketh conscience to keep iflviolably the Tie bf ^ 
MatiimoniaJ Oath , 

For as that Looking glass is not the best, which is'most 
deck’d with Gold and Piecious stones, but that which repre, 
senteth to the Eye the liveliest Shapes «f Objects set befoje it , 
even so that Wife shoiRd not be njpst esteemed who iichest is, 
and of the n!;jb]est Race, but she who fearing God, conforms 
her self neaj;est*Linto the Ilumoip’ of hei Husband • 

Consider how'the Moon doth not borrow her Light from 
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury^ or any other of the Planets, nor yet* 
from any of those Splendid Stars which are set m the spangled 
Firmament , but fiom her thisband only, the bright Sun, 
which she leceiveth fio^ him more or less, ac?,ording to the 
manner of his Aspect, and variously bestowed Eradiations 
Just so should you be a Pattern to your Wife m Virtue, goodly 
Zeal and true Devotion , that by your I^diance m darting 
op. her the Aspect of an Exemplaiy Goodness, she in your 
mutation, may outshine the Luminaries of all other Women 
To this effect, you daily must iraplor© God’s Giace to the pro 
tection of you both You would have me then (quoth Panurge, 
twisting the Whiskers of his Beaid on either side with the 
Thumb and Fore Finger of his Left Hand) to espouse and take 
to Wife the prudent and fiaigal Woman described by Solomon 
Without all doubt she is dead, and truly, to my best remem- 
brance, I never saw her , the I5bid forgive me Nevertheless, 

I thank you Father , Eat this slice of Marchpane, it will help 
jour Digestion, then shall jou be presented with a Cup of 
Claret Hypocras, which is right healthf*il and stomached 
Let us proceed 



